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Fig. 174 Student's room at Hawkesbury Agricultural College, circa 1900. Courtesy of State 
Library of New South Wales. Image no. a4612001h. 
 
Fig. 175  Classroom, 1920. Courtesy of State Library of Western Australia. Image no. 
001778d. 
 
Fig. 176  Teachers' room at Underwood Business College in Perth, 1930. Courtesy of State 
Library of Western Australia. Image no. 095163PD. 
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Fig. 177  Surveying team for new national capital in 1910. Courtesy of National Library of 
Australia. Image no. PIC/8470/17. 
 
Fig. 178  Judging the Ayshire cows, Brisbane 1907. Perroux, courtesy of John Oxley Library, 
State Library of Queensland. Image no. API-105-0001-0002. 
 
Fig. 179  Trophy at Perth Royal Show 1929. Courtesy of State Library of Western Australia. 
Image no. 049599PD. 
 
Fig. 180  Men under arrest, Sydney police station 1920. Courtesy of Historic Houses Trust of 
New South Wales, Sydney. Image no. 31206. 
 
 
Conclusion 
Fig. 181 Massey-Harris diesel engine school in Sunshine, Victoria 1952. Courtesy of Museum 
Victoria. Image no. MM118626. 
 
 
Appendix 
Fig. 182  Map of North America showing Owen Sound and New York. 
 
Fig. 183  Illustration of the Austrian Court at Adelaide Jubilee Exhibition by S. Calvert, July 
23, 1887. Courtesy of State Library of Victoria. Image no. mp005903. 
 
Fig. 184  Messrs. W. H. Rocke and Co.'s New Furniture and Carpet Showrooms and 
Manufactory. A. C. Cooke. Ebenezer and David Syme, The Illustrated Australian News for 
Home Readers, January 4, 1869. Courtesy of State Library of Victoria. Image no. 
10381/132463. 
 
Fig. 185  'Chairs ready to ship - knocked down'. Catalogue of the Tidioute Chair Company, 
Pennsylvania, circa 1883, from the collection of Winterthur Library, Winterthur. 
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A Quintessential Global Product: 

Bentwood Furniture in Canada and Australia 1860 to 1945 

 

Abstract 

This thesis is the first global history of an ubiquitous product, the bentwood chair, one of the 

most common furnishing items in 19th-century Australia. It identifies two Canadian 

companies that were large-scale manufacturers of chairs and other products, and traces their 

local production and global distribution in an integrated history of design, trade, and 

consumption. It posits that trade between Canada and Australia began earlier and was much 

larger than current accounts suggest. The thesis contributes to a new understanding of 

comparative economic development and nascent 19th-century industries and occupations. It 

analyses a wide range of sources including government reports, trade catalogues, studio and 

vernacular photography, business publications, family archives, shipping records, and 

newspaper articles and advertising. It tests the generalisation of exclusive Austrian and 

American ownership of the massive global trade in bentwood chairs. In doing so, it challenges 

the perception of a primarily English influence in British Empire trade and consumption. 

 

 

Keywords: Design history - Canada - Australia - United States of America - British Empire - 

Austria - History - Global trade - Product design - Furniture manufacturing - Marketing - 

Retailing - Consumption - Protectionism - Civic life - Domestic life - 19th. century - 20th. 

century. 
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