Work/Play 30 Years of Visual Communications

Background

Visual Communication design is both ubiquitous and ephemeral. We are surrounded by it but itis a
largely overlooked realm of design in the public imagination. This curated exhibition, which coincided
with the 30th anniversary of the UTS BDes(Visual Communication) degree, was an interrogation of
this poorly understood practice.

What this exhibition revealed was that all of the designers involved used complex and sophisticated
creative methodologies in order to complete the projects shown. In essence the exhibited work
revealed the huge amount of background work undertaken. The success of this exhibition can be seen
in the press coverage and numbers that attended the show.

Contribution

Visual communication, when recognised, is generally regarded as a facet of design that is simply
concerned with making visuals look nice. Exhibitions and much discourse around it tend to concentrate
on the aesthetics of visual communication outcomes, reinforcing this view. This exhibition selected 30
top visual communication design graduates from UTS and asked them to visually represent the design
research and thinking process behind one of their completed design projects they thought were
successful.

Significance

The primary significance of this exhibition is the visual articulation of the design process. This process
— from briefing to final artefact — is largely neglected, remaining hidden from the public, carefully
edited for the client, and neatly diagrammatised by design theorists, often ignoring the idiosyncrasy and
messiness of individual practice. This exhibition revealed thirty different processes. Each designer
created a visual narrative of his or her process, making explicit the embedded practitioner knowledge.
In allowing the practitioners time to reflect and visually articulate these processes new insights into
design process were gained.



SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

State of the Arts Website - Hit List section
http://www.stateart.com.au/sota/hit-list/default.asp?fid=4006




Exhibition website
http://www.educ.dab.uts.edu.au/workplay/










jasonstyle.com Design Blog
http://jasonstyleartstudio.blogspot.com/2006/03/work-play.html




Coverage in the Sydney morning Herald Spectrum section




Coverage in the Sun Herald Arts section




Coverage in the Australian Higher Education supplement




Coverage in UTS U publication




Letter from UTS Gallery curator Tania Creighton




Comments in exhibition comments book
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