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The visionary architect,Bruno Taut,isknown for hisutopianprojects,both builtandunbuilt,
particularly the 1914 Glass Pavilion,hisCrystalChain letters,and the colorfulfantasybooks
he authored attheend ofthe First World War. Although deeplyimplicated in the

Reform bewegung, thisworkisrarely analyzed inrelation tothe manyreform ideas
circulatingin Germany between 1880 and 1930 butratherisusuallysituated inrelationship
to architecturalutopianism and mysticism . W hilethese were certainlypotentinfluenceson
hiswork, Tautalso borrowsfrom many aspectsofthe variousreform movements:garden
city planningideals,concern for health and hygiene,natureworship,back-to-nature
schemes,the desireto improve masshousingespeciallythe hated Mietskaserne,an interest
in working with historicalprecedentratherrepudiatingit,and an anti-urban,agrarian
utopianism. Ratherthanargue hisinterestinreform by examining hisbetter-known work
like the housingprojects Reform and Falkenburgfrom 1913, executed before the First

W orld War,orhispostwarhousingprojectslike Hufeisensiedlung,and the polemical
writings like Die Frau als Schopferin, from the late 1920s, 1 would like to focus narrowlyin
thispresentationonone little studied book,”Die Auflé6sung der Stddte, The Dissolution of
the Citiesfrom 1919. The reason forthisisnotjustthat,”Die Auflé6sung der Stddte is largely
ignored in favorof othervisionary tractslike Alpine Architekturand Die W eltbaum eister,but
thatitsituatesTaut'sreform beliefsmore completely. Subtitled,“The Earth,a Good Home,”
Die Auflosung der Stddte argues forthe destruction ofovercrowded and polluted
conventionalcitiesin favorofanew modelofsmallersettlements thatare dispersed
throughoutthe countryside.1 Itepitomizesthe anti-industrial, pro-garden city agrarian
utopian vision,with itsovertonesof Heimatstil,and concern for health and hygiene, as
much as,ifnotmore,forcefully thanotherpolemicalwritingsbyTaut.
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The Reformbewegung was fundamentallyareaction against,and critique ofindustrialization
and industrialsociety,the so-called Zivilisationskritik,in particularmaterialism and
urbanization.’ M ultiple strandsofthe Reformbewegung existwith no consensuson
whetheritwasfundamentallymodernoranti-modern;Taut’sworkis particularlyinteresting
in thiscontextbecause historianshave the same difficulty placinghisworkasmodernor
somethingelse.l need to pointoutthatinspiteofitsname, Reformarchitekturshould nnot
be confused with the Reformbewegung. SLIDE 4 Reformarchitekturin Germanyappeared
towardsthe end ofthe 19”‘century asareaction againstprevalent19thcenturyhistoricism
by drawingon vernacular,orHeimat,styles and areduced classicism instead.>Architects

like Peter Behrens,Heinrich Tessenow,and W ilhelm Kreis epitomize thisstrand ofGerman
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architecturalpractice.Although thenamesare similar,and architecture inspired by the
Lebensreformbewegung wassometimesinfluenced by GermanHeimatstil,such architecture
wasnotinterested in classicism ,moreover the broad goalsespousedbythesetwo
approachesto design were very different. Architecture inspired by the
Lebensreformbewegung was farmore comprehensive in itsambitions;ithopedto help
correct the atrocious livingconditionsofthe 19 century city by providingcleaner,
healthier, modern environmentswith abundantnaturallightand air,situated in nature;at
the same time,aspiringto act as a socialcorrective to intense classdivisions extantin
Germany. Tautembraced manyofthe valuesofthe Reformbewegung buthadnno interest
in Reformarchitektur.
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Anti-urbanism and the Garden City
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Of course,thevery nameofTaut’'sbook proclaimsitsintention:to reform the built
environmentbydissolving the existing citiesin favorofa new constructed order. The anti-
urban sentimentcould notbe strongeror more drasticthan this. “Stone housesmake stone
hearts,” Tautdeclares on the firstpage, “Let them collapse.” The accompanyingdrawing
pictureslarge, multi-story,urban buildingscrumplinginoneach otheraboveanagrarian
landscape. Laterinthe bookhe triumphantlydeclares,“The cityisdead!” (5)and “The
urbanisrepelled.” (7) In placeofthelarge,impersonal,grey stone blockstypicalof19th

”

century German cities like Berlin,thatwas known asthe “Grey City,” with theirmulti-story
structures,pollution,noise,and congestion, Tautimaginessmall-scale single-familyhouses,
surrounded bygardens,farmland,and woods.
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Tautpresentsthree schemes forsettlement:The W orker’sCooperative, Agricultural
Cooperative,and Necessary Work Centers. The firstisaruralfactorycommunity,the second
an agrarianone,and the third isthe center fortrade with the outside world. Theyare
designed to bea mutuallydependentsystem similarto the English architectEbenezer
Howard’s Three Magnetsand Garden Citypropositions.A SLIDE 8 Though hedraws on ideas
first proposed by Howard for a networkofsmall,agrariancommunities,connected by a
network ofroadsandrail, Taut’svision isdistinct. SLIDE 9 Like Three M agnets, Taut’s model
communitiesare allsituated inruralsettingbutthey are farless schematicthan Howard’s,
showingmore resolved architecture with differing sized buildings,individualfunctions,
transportsystems,and a variegated landscape.
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Agrarian Utopia
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Each communityislaid outin combination with some form ofagrarian settlementin
combinationwith otherfunctions.The AgriculturalW orker’sCom munity showsagroupof
long, rectangularbuildingsarranged in athree-quartercircle around two concentricrows of
small,Heim atstilhouses,with the director’sbuildinginthecenter.Gardenslie between the
houses. Theplanresemblesledoux’sfamouslayoutforthe Saltworksin Chaux,France,
with workers’housingon the peripheryand the Director’sHouse atthe center,from which

the Director can see all.A second three-quartercircle ofservice buildingsliesbelow the
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widely.



residentialquarters.Fieldssurroundthecomplexon mostsides, with woodsand alléesof
trees.The communityproducespotatoes,honey,wheatforflour,milk and more. “Allof the
fruits ofthe world are produced here,” Tautasserts. Private gardensoccupy the space
between the residentialbuildingswhilecommunalfieldsarelocated outside,surrounding
the settlement.W hiletheoveralldesign scheme providesforagriculturalproduction to
meetas manyneedsas possible, Tautrecognizesthatnocommunitycan grow everything it
needs,which iswhythe planincludesindustrialplantsandtrade with othercom munities.
Still, his negative attitude to industrialand trade necessitiesisreflected inthe name,

“Necessary Work Centers.”

The textdescribesa communist,or mutualist,organization in which each com munity
membercontributestothecommon wellbeingaccordingto hisor her abilities. Com m unity
isonlypossible whenevery individualtakespart--“EinheitalsVielheit.” The communitycan
accommodate 600 — 800 peoplewho,accordingto Taut,work “in the gardensand do
handwork.” “Through help and exchange,everyone lives from whatthe group creates
together.Bread and any missing necessities,theyreceive in exchange forwhattheir
commercial diligence produces.”Amongstthe manyproductsitwillproduce,the
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“Agricultural W orkersCommunity,”willmake milk and honey,anold Testamentreference
to the Promised Land (Exodus 3:8;, Numbers14:8; Deuteronomy31:20; Ezekiel20:15). The
socialorganization Tautdescribesreflectsthe desire to use architectureand physicaldesign
to correct the socialdivisionscommon to late 19”‘century cities.
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The Anti-Urban Infrastructure and Anarchism and Anti-M aterialism
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Beyond the new communities, Tautdesignsacomplexsystem thatreimaginesthe Earth
withoutlarge cities. The system he devises will constitute anenormousinterconnected
network of dispersed com munitiesthatcoversthe Earth,bringsman closertonature,
createsacommunalform ofgovernment,and fosters perfect unityamongsthumanity. On
page 5 Tautpicturesthenetwork he envisions;itiscomprised ofanoblique grid ofpaths,
roads,canals,and rivers,as wellasairroutes.The grid isnotrectilinearand itis crisscrossed
inunusualpatternsso thatitcoversthe pictured area effectively butwithoutmathematical
precision. NowheredoesTautuse precise rectilinearforms,otherthan forcertain utilitarian
buildingtypeslikeindustrialinstallations;otherwise,he works eitherwith crystallineor
irregularforms. Like Raymond Unwinand EbenezerHoward,he isproposingagroup of
connected ruralsettlementsasreplacementsforthe city andas acurative antidote to the
illsofurbanization and industrialization. Hisscheme differsfrom those of hisEnglish
predecessorsin its geometry and its vision. Thisplanhasinterconnected canalsand riversas
transportavenuesandroadsformosttransport.He also includes flightpathsforairplanes.
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There isa politicaldimensionto thiswork thatdiffers from the British visionary
communities he studied;Tautisindebted to Peter Kropotkinand Gustavlilandauer.From
Landauer’snotion of “socialanarchism”no doubtcame the ideasgoverningthe non -
hierarchicalcom munities;from Kropotkin came the mutualistidealin which a society could

produce allthatit needed.” In case thereaderdoesnot recognize the anarchistinfluence,
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Tautemphaticallysays, “Stateand nation donotexistanymore. Neitherdowarand peace.”
(12) Tautproclaims,to describe the design and humanaimsofhisdesigns.(9) Andhe
repeatsthe factthatin thisnew society thereisno organized governmentseveraltimes
throughoutthe book.
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The anarchiststrainin Taut’swritingincludesanemphaticanti-M aterialistthread. Again
and again,he stresses thatin these new communities,peoplewillsharelaborequallyand
share materialgoodsasnecessary. Thereisno hierarchyofscale,no rich orpoor,allthe
housesare exactlythe same.“Thecommon interestsofthe communityarethe r resultof
naturalcohesion in lifeand work -and they form theirown institutionsforprotection,

exchange,education and development.” (12)
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Nature Worship
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Natureworship,coupled with the anti-urbanvision,permeates Dissolutionofthe Cities.
“Holy Earth! M an atone with the Earth,” he writesand “the Earth producesreligion and
cult..” (7) The Earth and hernature are presented notonlyassacred,and thereforeworthy
of admiration and worship,butasthe generatorsofreligion,the practice thatcodifies
human spirituality. Towardstheendofthebook,Tautwritesthatthe people willbringthe
fruitsofthe earth and flowers to the templesandholybuildingsasan offeringinwhatreads
asamodernversion ofa paganceremony.
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”

“Everywhere man musthave the bitofEarth thathe requires from Nature,” writes Taut
suggesting thatthe connection tothe Earth and Natureisafundamentalhumanneed. (p.4)
Again and again,Tautemphasizestheimportance of “the mostintimateconnection with
nature.” (4) The scheme fora “workers’community” istypicalofhisdesign propositions. A
smallvillage,the publicamenitiesarearranged inradiatingarmsaround acentral crystalline
building,presumably thetown hallorVolks Haus,while homesare situated like flower
petalsinan outerring. Pathsconnectto the centerand also circle the periphery. Buildings
are intertwined with thelandscapeandplants. Thisiscertainlyrelated to English Garden
City conceptsofgood planningbutwith Taut’sunique stamponthedesign. Between public
and private architecture are a seriesof smallwoodsand agreatdealofopenspace thatis
meantto house gardens. “W ork is here happiness!”
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Again and again he refers tothe naturalelements,“water,earth and air” as key to the
design of thisnew community.He even claimsthathisbuildingswilluse solarpower rather
thanindustrially-generated electricity! And enormous flowerspopulatethelandscape;they

are symbolsoffertility aswellashealthylivingand the

One of his house designsis directly inspired by flowers and crystals. Ithas acentralspace
with radiatingrooms. Thesearemade with foldable wallsthatcanopenandclose like a
flowerrespondingto the sun butalsocan berearranged so thateverydaythehousehasa

new plan. Accordingto Taut,the house form can change in responseto wind,sun,and its
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site. (7) The houseisonly onestory,which Tautbelieveskeepsitcloserto thelandand to

nature,in contrastwith the multi-storyurban edifices.

An importantaim ofthe intellectualsinthe communityistoresearch the qualitiesofnature:
its scholarswillbe engaged with thispursuit.On page 13 Tautdrawsa “Scholars"Home”
located by the sea,itincludesanobservatoryto study astronomyandastrology,combining
the scientificwith the mystical.ThisisanotherexampleoftheunityTautimagineshe can
create in hisnew modelfor communalliving.
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Bodies,Health and Hygiene

Like manyproponentsofthe Reformbewegung, Tautisinterested in the healthybodyasa
necessary partofhuman wellbeing.His visionisnotthatofthe Wandervogelornature
worshippers,however,buthe stillsees cleanand healthylivingas key aspectsofthe new
society. And he believesthatitisthe new architecture,thenew orderofsociety, that

demandsand helpscreatenew ways ofliving.

Tautrepeatedly speaksof “cleansing”and “rebirth” and “renewal” thatwilltake place in the
community. Whennew membersarrive,they mustundergo are-educationinorderto
understand how to live in thisplace. Tautseemsto see the templesandholybuildingsas
the placesforboth physicaland spiritualcleansing. Thered glass GlowingShrine,page 15, is
both “affirmingand cleansing.” Tautwrites thateveryone willwork in the gardens, to
produce forthe commongood butalso because thisisa healthyenvironmentand healthy
activity. In additionto hikingand exercise,garden work was typicallypromoted by followers

of Freikorperkultur in the Lebensreformbewegung as healthy forthe mind and body.6

In anotherpointed reactionagainstrepressed W ilhelmine-erabourgeoisrepression and
taboos, Tautdeclaresthatsexisno longera forbidden thingin thisnew society buta natural
desireto be encouraged andenjoyed. Afterall,sexisa fundamentalbiologicalhumandrive
andnecessary forthe propagation ofthe species. He goes even fartherto write that,“The
conceptofownershipisgone:so is marriage,” (14) aradicalsocialidea fashionableamong
certain leftistthinkersbutalso a reflection ofthe naturalorder - manyanimalsdonot
committo asingle partnerfor life.

SLIDE 21

Happiness

One ofthe drivingpremisesforthe bookisto design a society thatbringhappinessto allin
contrastto contemporarysociety,in which onlythe minority everachieverealhappiness.
“Man issore-educated thathe cannotdoany workthatdoesnotbringhim joy.There s
simplynothingbyforce.” (14) Happinessis,ofcourse,related notonlyto doingworkthat

bringsjoy butto feeling valued,

Like manyofTaut’'sothervisionaryprojects, Dissolution of the Cities concludes with mystical
and fantasticpropositions like structure-less glassarchitectureand inhabited starsalong
with a cosmicvision,butthisdoesnotdiminish the originalityorforce of hiswork.Among
hisprescientinsights are solar-generated power,theascendanceofautomobileandairover

railtravel,and theimportanceofurbanandperi-urban agriculture to successfulhuman
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settlement. Tautwaswellaware thathispropositionswereutopianbuthebelieved that
imaginingutopiawaskey to creatingreality:“ls notthe safe reality,floatingontheswamp
ofillusion..”(p.30) Visionary propositionsarea meanswith which imaginationcould

transform reality, meansofatrue Reformbewegung.



