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Why should researchers and international 
development organisations work together?  

• Combining resources for greater 
impact

• Multi-sector approach in order to 
address complex problems

• Combining multiple sets of 
knowledge in order to create new 
knowledge

• Creating multiple pathways to use 
evidence and influence policy and 
practice



What are the benefits of 
partnership? 



How to Partner for Development 
Research



What is partnership? 

A continuum of practice 

Level of involvement of researchers and 
NGOs, and other stakeholders 
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What is partnership? 

A continuum of practice 



The value of transformation 

Transdisciplinary research 

“We can’t solve problems by using the same kind of 
thinking we used when we created them.”

Albert Einstein



The….How to partner? 



The….How to partner? 
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The….How to partner? 



What we know about the value of 
partnership for development 

outcomes 

⭐️ Credible evidence 

to inform policy 

⭐️ Stocks and flows of 

knowledge – for thinking and 
practice

⭐️ Learning for 

refinement in project 
implementation 

⭐️ Staff and 

organisational 
development 

⭐️ Critical and 

constructive
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Development research in 
partnership

• Go in with your eyes wide open 

• Communicate honestly and create shared 
commitment 

• Check in on your partnership

• Respect and value all partner contributions
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