


Teatro Della Terra Alienate 
The Facts 

The mass coral bleaching eventsin 2016 and 2017 rendered visible the plausible death of the Great Barrier 
Reef (GBR). In 2018, the Australian government decided to partially outsource the preservation of the 
Earth's largest living structure. Without any competitive tender process, the government granted $433.3 
million to the Great Barrier Reef Foundation (GBRF), a charity supported by major mining companies, banks, 
insurance companies and airlines. The Foundation's board line-up included executives from heavy polluting 
corporations, such as AGL, BHP, Shell, and Peabody Energy -a company that funded climate change denial 
groups in the United States and even praised President Trump's decision to withdraw from the Paris 
Agreement. The GBRF supported the government's Reef 2050 Long Term Sustainability Plan, which refused 
to call for drastic action on climate change. Instead, it promoted "resilience, restoration and innovation" to 
"buy the Reef time." The Foundation transformed the reef into an occupied ecosystem policed by an army 
of robots in charge of monitoring its fate. This techno-utopian theatre kept the "natural spectacle" alive, as 
well as the general public's hope. It also managed to exclude the GBR from UNESCO's list of World Heritage 
Sites in Danger. Meanwhile, the biggest threat to the reef's survival, a hegemonic economical system 
dependant on fossil fuels and unbridled growth, kept expanding globally and locally. For instance, just 400 
km inland from the GBR, in a land claimed by the Wangan and Jagalingou people, the Indian multinational 
conglomerate Adani Group planned to open Carmichael, the largest Australian coalmine to date. 

The Counterfacts 

In 2021, the Amazon Rainforest was declared a 'state of exception'. Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro's 
environmental policies forced the United Nations IPCC to take over the region and to outsource its 
management and defence to the Xenofeminist International Corporation®. 

In the meantime, Australia went through two consecutive droughts, witnessed recurrent coral bleaching 
events and received climate change refugees in mass migrations. As a result, climate change phenomena 
triggered nationalistic anxieties, which led to unprecedented political and social turmoil. Following the 
success of the Amazonian secession, the United Nations IPCC imposed a similar strategy to the GBR and 
its surrounding territories. The Xenofeminist International Corporation® took control of the land/water 
enclave and the algorithmic technologies previously deployed on site. 

Theatre of the Alienated Land 

Teatro de/la Terra Alienata stages a fictional scenario of territorial secession. The Australian Pavilion 
addresses the urgency raised by the UN IPCC's report published in 2018, which framed the decay of the 
GBR as part of a wicked problem that demands radical political actions, along with new imaginaries and 
aesthetics. 

The pavilion proposes a re-appropriation, expansion and concatenation of existing technologies of 
surveillance and ecological management embedded in the life cycles of the reef. Inspired by the 
Xenofeminist Manifesto, these technologies become the poetic arsenal for a rational, universalist project 
of emancipation, "cutting across race, ability, economic standing, and geographical position." 

The exhibition consolidates two years of research and pedagogical projects by Amaia Sanchez-Velasco (in 
collaboration with academics and students from the schools of Design, Architecture and Life Sciences at 
the University of Technology Sydney), with the critical body of work of Grandeza Studio (Amaia 
Sanchez-Velasco, Gonzalo Valiente & Jorge Valiente) and Miguel Rodrfguez-Casellas, which engages with 
the crisis of the political imagination as a form of institutional critique. 

Teatro de/la Terra Alienata curates the voices and testimonies of scientists, artists, designers and thinkers 
complicit with the premise of the project. 
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