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Abstract 
 

 

This study argues that the acquisition and use of heritage languages among Second Generation 

migrants is often disrupted due to narrow identity frameworks which prioritise singular 

affiliation with either host or heritage society. Based on qualitative data gathered from young 

adults who were exposed to at least two heritage languages throughout their childhood and 

adolescence, this study aims to demonstrate how the structurally embedded tensions between 

maintaining diversity on the one hand and maintaining homogeneity on the other interfere 

with the potential of cultural hybridity.  

The data captures the diverse difficulties, uncertainties, feelings of non-belonging and lack of 

autonomy experienced by such individuals. It problematises notions of ‘passing’ and 

‘positioning’, highlighting that the need to adopt such practices to fit into an artificially 

constructed framework of identity is both worrisome and demoralising. Through the 

conceptualisation of heritage as capital, a discussion of visibility and an analysis of identity-

related affective responses, it provides an insight into the lived experience of hybridity and the 

way parents, teachers, heritage community and the host society respond to them.  

It exposes powerful stories of race, including notions of ‘whiteness’, ‘white-washing’ and the 

‘one-drop rule’ and also provides an insight into how visible differences between parents and 

their children impact relationships, identification and language patterns. This study confirms 

that prevailing ideas of singular affiliation and ‘national identity’ ultimately impact hybridity 

and multilingual repertoires at a great personal expense. 



 

7 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

First and foremost, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my principal supervisor Dr. 
Christina Ho for her support, patience and motivation. Her knowledge and guidance were 
invaluable resources to me and my research, and I could not have imagined having a better 
teacher and mentor for my PhD journey.  
 
In the same way, I would like to thank Professor Alastair Pennycook for his insights and 
encouragement, but also for asking the kind of tough questions that allowed me to widen my 
perspectives. It was truly a privilege to learn from a leader in the field of linguistics. 
 
My sincere gratitude also goes to Dr. Susan Oguro who has always made time for stimulating 
discussions to deepen my research, as well as to Dr. Bhuva Narayan for supporting my research 
activities and inviting me into my faculty’s research community. 
 
I also thank Dr. Emi Otsuji who provided invaluable feedback and discussion especially in the 
early stages of my candidature.  
 
I would also like to use this opportunity to thank the University of Technology for funding my 
research and providing the infrastructure necessary to complete my project. 
 
This thesis would not have been possible without my participants who have entrusted me with 
their stories and shared a tear or two with me along the way.  
 
The PhD journey would have been a lonely one without the many friendships; I am thankful for 
the jovial chats in the HDR kitchen as we were all procrastinating, and I am grateful to all my 
friends who got me away from my desk to remember to enjoy life as well.  
 
Special mention must be made of my partner Cristian who got me out of many PhD panic 
attacks with his good-hearted, kind and calm nature.  
 
I owe more to my older sister than I can ever repay, for holding my hand and being my only 
ally for most of the growing-up-mixed journey. 
 
Last but not the least, I would like to thank the people who made all this possible: My parents. 
I am the first in my family to graduate from a university. None of what I have accomplished 
would have been possible without their dedication, love and sacrifice. 


	Title Page
	Certificate of Original Authorship
	Table of Contents
	Abstract
	Acknowledgements

