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Project:  In our own backyard 



Code of Care



Indigenous Research Principles

respect 
responsibility 
reverence 
reciprocity 
holism 
interrelatedness 
synergy

Decolonizing Research: Indigenous Storywork as Methodology 2019 by Zed Books Ltd



Foregrounding Indigenous voices

Aunty Rhonda Dixon Grovenor, Uncle Jimmy Smith, Jason De Santolo, Nadeena Dixon



United Nations Declaration of 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007)



https://www.terrijanke.com.au/post/2018/01/29/rights-to-culture-indigenous-cultural-
and-intellectual-property-icip-copyright-and-protoc

Rights to Culture: 
Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP), 
Copyright and Protocols

Jean Kearney, Aurora Intern and Terri Janke
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Rights to Culture: 
Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP), 
Copyright and Protocols

Protocols are non-legal guidelines that offer a system of rules stipulating the correct 
procedures to be followed in particular situations. Protocols have been widely used in 
Australia to protect ICIP in areas where the law falls short. They provide a mechanism for the 
protection and recognition of ICIP. They recommend:

1. Respect
2. Self-Determination
3. Consent and Consultation
4. Interpretation
5. Cultural Integrity
6. Secrecy and Privacy
7. Attribution
8. Benefit Sharing
9. Maintaining Indigenous Culture
10. Recognition and Protection

https://www.terrijanke.com.au/post/2018/01/29/rights-to-culture-indigenous-cultural-and-intellectual-property-icip-copyright-and-protoc
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Indigenous Design Charter



Student Voice: 

I didn't expect to connect with it as much as I did but I came out of it feeling much stronger in 
my identity as a designer.  I would say the main reason I feel stronger in my identity as a 
designer specifically is because I was able to study the connection between my design 
practice and my values and inner life. I think the freedom to explore was a bit overwhelming 
at first but because of it there was a personal connection I was able to make here to climate 
and social issues that was missing in first and second year subjects. I felt empowered through 
talking to the Indigenous Elders as well, I had never been given that kind of opportunity 
before and their passion and practicality had a big impact on me. I was surprised at how 
learning from that Indigenous perspective also led me to feel stronger in my identity as an 
Australian, and I think that feeling will enrich my work a lot and help me when I'm feeling 
frustrated or lost.
Liesel Schwinghamer



Student Voice: 

Madeleine Garratt

Learning to see design problems 
from a new perspective, 
and think about things in new ways. 



Student Voice: 

Although there is no singular definition for decolonising research, (Swadener & Mutua, 2008), 
engaging with Indigenous research methodologies such as Storywork and always being 
mindful of outcomes which may reinforce colonial power structures is key. As specified in 
‘Decolonising Research: Indigenous Storywork as Methodology’, by Archibald, Lee-Morgan 
and De Santolo, one must design with respect, responsibility, reverence, reciprocity, holism, 
interrelatedness and synergy in mind. I focused specifically on the principles of respect, 
reverence, reciprocity and interrelatedness to challenge the static, colonial approach towards 
history by emphasising the vitality of my backyard and reimagining the future of the land.

Jennifer Wen



Continuing Reorientation
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