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Abstract 

"I suppose it is because nearly all children go to school nowadays, and have things arranged 
for them, that they seem so forlornly unable to produce their own ideas" 

Agatha Christie 

There is evidence that more and more parents in the developed countries worldwide are choosing 
to educate their children at home. This is despite, or because of, the existence of comprehensive 
government education systems which assume state responsibility. New Zealand and Australia, in 
common with countries in the European Community, the United States and Canada have education 
legislation which aims to ensure that education is free, available and compulsory to all children 
generally between the ages of 5 and 15. I Government schools are publicly funded and this funding 
inevitablyco'mes withvarying degrees of statecontrol:-Thereis also, in New Zealand and Australia,. 
private and church education available for those parents who want a formal education for their 
children outside the government system. Despite these alternatives, parents are increasingly electing 
not to entrust the education of their children to any of the formal systems and are choosing instead 
to assume sale responsibility for this education. How do governments respond to this exercise of 
parental choice? This paper examines the current legal position of home education in New Zealand 
and Australia. It considers the reasons so many parents are now choosing to opt their children out 
of schools and keeping them at home; and the extent to which the state supports them in this choice. 

Introduction 

Education began in the home. Publicly funded schools were then established. Nowadays, for increasing 
numbers of children, school has returned to the home, and their teachers are their parents. Many 
explanations have been advanced for this trend. The New Zealand Education Review Authority 
(ERO), in its 1998 report, "The Quality of Homeschooling",' grouped the reasons why parents today 
are choosing to school their children at home into three categories: family philosophy (which includes 
religion); concerns for the child's well-being; and family and local school circumstances. Clearly there 
are both negative and positive factors. A desire to insulate children from the negative influences and 
behaviour which are perceived by many to be a feature of schools today may underlie the drive of many 
parents to keep their children at home. Parents who give concerns for their child's well-being as a 
reason for chOOSing to home school cite unhappiness at school because of bullying and conversely, the 
child's unacceptable behaviour in the school environment. Also within this category are factors such 
as the child's ill health and problems with language and a child's newness to New Zealand. It is eight 

. There are some variations in these ages between countries. 
2 Retrieved from http://rnvw.ero.govt.nz. 
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