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Format of thesis 
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assessing gender equality. I provide a visual overview of the thesis structure on the following 

page. 
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collaborative action research process focused on transforming qualitative assessment practices 

in development programs. The inquiry has sought to understand how assessment approaches 

can be used to explore and foster gender-transformations in the water, sanitation and hygiene 

(WASH) sector. In particular, I have selected the creative approach of visual storytelling as a 

form of qualitative assessment which holds resonance in investigations of gender-

transformative change. 

Each of the outputs (seven manuscripts and one visual report) is introduced within the narrative 

and then included in full within the body of the thesis. As the outputs were prepared over a 3-

year period, my own language and understanding evolved in the drafting and synthesis of the 

insights. Hence, there are times where I use different phrasing to represent similar ideas. The 

inquiry’s results chapters (Chapters 3, 5 and 6) include syntheses which draw out insights from 

the chapter’s outputs. 

Each chapter is introduced by a visual reflection from my personal experiences. This process of 

visual sensemaking reinforced the creative lens through which I have conducted this inquiry. I 

also use visuals throughout the thesis not as redundancies to the text, but to develop my own 

analytical insights. 

The thesis is written in Australian English; however, it should be noted that I have followed the 

relevant protocols for each journal in the preparation of the manuscripts; which has led to 

several articles in British English and several in American English. 

Additionally, to simplify the referencing, the references at the end of the thesis are those 

included in the main body of the thesis, and not in each of the separate outputs, which include 

their own reference lists. Figure numbers, table numbers, footnotes and endnotes have adopted 

the same approach. 
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A summary overview of this thesis in eight chapters and eight outputs. 

Chapter 3 
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international development 
and WASH program 
assessments 

Chapter 5 

Exploring gender-
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through assessments 

Chapter 6 
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through assessments 

Chapter 1 

Introduction and aims of 
the inquiry 

Chapter 2 

Collaborative action 
research approach 

Chapter 8 

Contributions and 
conclusions 

Chapter 4 

Designing gender-
transformative 
assessments 

Chapter 7 

Layers of gender-
transformations through 
the inquiry 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 
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As action research, this doctoral project has also focused on strengthening the practices of the 

international development community and in particular the WASH sector in the exploration of 

gender equality outcomes. As such, I have published five methods for practitioners in a web 

portal focused on qualitative practices (the qualKit) and also funded by the same overarching 

grant as this inquiry. 
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instructions for practitioners implementing a photovoice activity within a WASH program.
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printable handout with suggested questions and applications and is included in

supplementary materials (SM.5).

• https://waterforwomen.uts.edu.au/qualkit/tools/significance
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https://waterforwomen.uts.edu.au/qualkit/approaches/micronarratives
https://waterforwomen.uts.edu.au/qualkit/tools/personas
https://waterforwomen.uts.edu.au/qualkit/tools/audio-surveys
https://waterforwomen.uts.edu.au/qualkit/tools/significance
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Abstract 

The (re-)emergence of a gender-transformative model of development has challenged the 

narrow women’s empowerment paradigm to engage in a more nuanced conversation in 

development research and practice. Gender-transformative programs aim to transform gender 

dynamics and structures within and through development interventions. In parallel, the 

evaluation field has been considering opportunities to apply gender-transformative approaches 

to assessments.   

Hence, there is both opportunity and imperative to investigate how assessments can 

meaningfully explore and foster gender-transformative change in the development sector. This 

inquiry focused on a particular subsector of development – water, sanitation, and hygiene 

(WASH), which is in the early stages of engagement with gender-transformative approaches.  

This methodological inquiry adopted a collaborative action research approach and partnered 

with a sanitation program in Cambodia to investigate opportunities for innovative and qualitative 

forms of gender-transformative assessments. Through a compilation of eight studies, the inquiry 

reviewed, designed, piloted and evaluated practitioner-focused gender-transformative 

assessment approaches. The inquiry focused on the creative use of two visual storytelling 

assessment practices: micronarratives and photovoice.  

Firstly, the inquiry critically reviewed relevant literature from international development and the 

WASH sector, to investigate methodological and conceptual alignment with a gender-

transformative approach. Second, the inquiry clarified the extent to which assessments can be 

designed to meaningful explore gender-transformative forms of social change. Lastly, the 

inquiry considered how assessments can foster gender-transformative change by strengthening 

their transformative potential.  

Together the eight studies clarify definitions of a gender-transformative approach in the WASH 

sector and provide insights on how to strengthen the transformative potential of assessments. 

The studies indicate that design considerations such as respondent-led interpretation and 

centring embodiment, can help programs to meaningfully explore gendered change. The 

studies suggest that gender-transformative potential in an assessment approach requires: (1) 

assessment quality, in terms of overall assessment rigour; (2) efficacy to ensure elicitation of 

gender-related insights; (3) inclusivity throughout all stages of the assessment process; (4) 

reflexivity to be cognisant of power dynamics and structures; and lastly, (5) a purposefully 

transformative objective in pursuit of gender-transformative change.  
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Throughout the thesis, I argue for the purposeful integration of investigation and intervention, in 

an expanded definition of the transformative paradigm of research and evaluation. I suggest 

that gender-related assessments provide a distinct opportunity to raise critical reflection and 

catalyse critical action amongst both participants and evaluators. Adopting the methodological 

advancements and insights generated through this thesis, the WASH sector has potential to 

better explore and support gender-transformative change.  

Visual abstract. This inquiry emphasises the value of creative forms of communication in bridging the 

academic–practitioner divide. Used in my own sensemaking, this visual abstract highlights the 

methodological focus of the inquiry and the use of creative and visual forms of communication to support 

inclusive processes of data generation, interpretation, synthesis and utilisation.  

Since the start of  
this program, the 
biggest change in 
how I think is….
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