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ABSTRACT

The Colombian Amazon, recognized for its great biological and cultural diversity, has
historically faced major pressures from human activities, resulting in biodiversity

losses and cultural changes of its Indigenous Peoples.

After over 50 years of armed conflict, the 2016 Peace Accord between the Colombian
government, and the FARC-EP opened a window for designing and implementing
inclusive models of governance in the country. The Accord also heightened the
significance of a range of dynamic, interacting elements that could produce a different
picture than previously envisioned, especially for Indigenous Peoples in the Amazon
region. In the frame of sustainability and conservation, traditional ecological
knowledge (TEK) — that is, the system of beliefs and practices indigenous people hold
about their relationships with their surroundings — has received the attention of
scholars over recent decades. However, TEK's potential contribution to the
governance of post-conflict areas such as the Colombian Amazon remains less
explored. This research aims to understand new roles of TEK in the provision of
ecosystem services (ES) and its significance for the Indigenous Peoples in the
Colombian Amazon in navigating shifts of social-ecological systems in a post-conflict

scenario,

Drawing from social-ecological systems theory and using a qualitative approach and a
case study with the Cacua people, I investigated 1) the implications of the peace accord
for the region, its Indigenous Peoples, and their knowledge, 2) the potential
contribution of TEK to the regional governance of the Colombian Amazon in a post-
peace accord scenario, and 3) possible transformations in the current governance

system needed to safeguard TEK and the provision of ecosystem services.

In this research I found that TEK has a distinctive and powerful cross-scale role in the
governance and governability of the socio ecological system it is part of, from
supporting local subsistence to a tool in international negotiations around climate
change and biodiversity loss. However, prevailing attitudes towards TEK provide
evidence of the embedded cultural disdain Indigenous Peoples and their knowledge

continue to face. This disdain restrains their agency and access to national
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development, despite international initiatives such as IPBES!, which promotes and
supports the contribution of indigenous peoples and their knowledge to the integral
management of national territories and their biodiversity. Such initiatives are a
starting point towards the inclusion and agency of IPs in decision and policy making,
and influence national governments like Colombia, in the design of its own

biodiversity management policy and co-production of knowledge.

For Colombia to navigate a just transition towards sustainable, long-lasting peace,
multi-diverse knowledge systems and contexts need to be explicitly considered by the
state and mainstreamed into institutional practices, ensuring a desirable future for

indigenous people and their globally significant territory.

1 IPBES: Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
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