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The social and community building potential of sport has been highlighted 
by social policy makers and academics both in Australia and overseas 
(Australian Sports Commission, 2006; Coalter, 2007; Collins and Kay. 
2003; Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, 2007; Jarvie, 
2003; Nicholson and Hoye, 2008; Rojek, 2005). There is a "presumption 
that sport can help to address the multifaceted aspects of social exclusion 
(e.g. reduce crime, increase employability, improve health) and contribute 
to community development and social cohesion" (Coalter. 2007: p. 19). 
In ethno culturally diverse societies such as Australia, with a vast array 
of ancestral identities. languages, and religions, sport has been strategic· 
ally deployed to overcome the challenges of social exclusion and margin· 
alisation among minority ethnic groups. 

Both Government and non-government organisations in Australia 
have developed and supported programs that use sport as a social tool 
to build social inclusion. community harmony and social cohesion among 
diverse groups of people. According to the Australian government, "sport 
is an inclusive social phenomenon and provides opportunities for specific 
groups to feel a part of the community. In a multicultural society such 
as Australia, sport is an important mechanism, for bringing diverse 
groups closer together" (Commonwealth of Australia, 1999: p. 55). Sport 
has played an important social and cultural role in Australia, providing 
social glue which binds communities and creates a broader. more unified 
society (Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission. 2007). How­
ever these potential advantages are related to access to sport and recrea­
tion opportunities, and these are influenced by social, cultural and eco­
nomic factors which may affect participation patterns. particularly for 
disadvantaged and minority groups (Hanion and Coleman, 2006). 

The aim of this paper is to examine social inclusion and Muslim 
womP.n's P.nfi"af!"ement in soortin!l contexts within Austr8li8n teomm1mitv 
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