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Extracting Growth 
The Phosphate Mining Infrastructure on Nauru and Angaur 
(–)
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Fig. .: Map of Nauru showing the different phosphate deposits and settlements on the island. 
The Pacific Phosphate Company’s facilities (D) and loaders (B) are located to the southwest 
(Carl Elschner, . Corallogene Phosphat-Inseln Austral-Oceaniens und ihre Produkte. Max 
Schmidt, plate IVa)
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Fig. .: Bulk loader constructed in the open ocean by F. H. Schmidt near Thio, New 
Caledonia on behalf of the Société Le Nickel, Paris (‘F. H. Schmidt, Bauunternehmung, Altona, 
Hamburg, Tsingtau’, Historisch-biographische Blätter. Der Staat Hamburg  (/), n.p.)
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Fig. .: (a) and (b) Prefabricated officers’ dwellings in Nauru, manufactured by F. H. Schmidt; 
(c) and (d): ‘Coolie barracks’ in Nauru, manufactured by F. H. Schmidt (Nauru Photos Attached 
to Report by A. H. Gaze, , National Archives of Australia )
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Fig. .: Limestone pinnacles in Nauru left behind after the rock phosphate was removed 
(Elschner, Carl. . Corallogene Phosphat-Inseln Austral-Oceaniens und ihre Produkte. Max 
Schmidt, illustration v)
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Fig. .: Map of Angaur showing the different phosphate deposits on the island (hatched). The 
German South Sea Phosphate Company’s drying and loading facilities are located on the west 
coast and an additional loading station is situated on the northern cliffs (Elschner, Carl. . 
Corallogene Phosphat-Inseln Austral-Oceaniens und ihre Produkte. Max Schmidt, plate XII)
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Fig. .: (a) Prefabricated housing for the European employees of the German South Sea 
Phosphate Company in Angaur, supplied by F. H. Schmidt, c.; (b) Manual phosphate 
mining underway in the early period of the DSPAG’s activities on Angaur. A tramway has 
been cleared through the old growth forest. Up to five metres of phosphate have already been 
removed in some areas, c. (Deutsches Bundesarchiv, Sammlung Heinrich Hagedorn, Bild 
– and –)
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Fig. .: (a): The ‘Gute Hoffnungshütte’ under construction; (b) Concrete mixing underway 
in Angaur, the end section of the ‘Gute Hoffnungshütte’ is visible in the background, c.; 
(c) Preliminary tracks, carts, and loading equipment in Angaur, provided to the Deutsche 
Südseephosphat Aktiengesellschaft by F. H. Schmidt. A Lloyd steamer waits to be loaded in the 
background, c. (Deutsches Bundesarchiv, Sammlung Heinrich Hagedorn, Bilder –; 
– and –).
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Fig. .: View of the Cockle Creek Works of the Sulphide Corporation. The superphosphate 
plant is shown on the left (England, E. . Sulphide Corporation Limited Cockle Creek Works. 
Sulphide Corporation Limited)
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