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Research Statement

RESEARCH STATEMENT
Architectural Project

Researchers: Dave Pigram [University of Technology Sydney]
Iain Maxwell [University of Canberra]

Title of Work: Bradfield Central Park — Competition Scheme

Peer-Review: Bradfield Central Park — Competition Scheme was awarded an 
‘Honorable Mention’ in the ‘Concept — Public Space Category’ at 
the World Landscape Architecture Awards.
[International Award]

Bradfield Central Park — Competition Scheme was sortlisted in 
the Architecture  Australia AA Prize for Unbuilt Work 2025.
The prize is run by Architecture Australia, the journal of the 
Australian Institute of Architects.
The Prize seeks conceptually rigorous, inventive responses to 
contemporary architectural issues.
[National Shortlist]

Bradfield Central Park — Competition Scheme was one of five 
commissioned Stage 2 entries to an open international design 
competition following a highly competitive Stage 1 Expression Of 
Interest [EOI] process.
[1 of 5 Selected Internationally to produce Stage 2 designs].

Research Background
Bradfield Central Park — Competition Scheme [BCP-CS] is a project in the fields of Connecting with Country, urban 
park design, climate-responsive landscape design, and landscape integrated architecture.

Research Contribution
BCP-CS contributes a rare and much-needed example of spatial design that is country-led, where architecture and 
landscape are inseparable, and climate-responsive, sustainable design and construction innovation are central.  By 
establishing three unique spatial, material and experiential identities — each rooted in an endemic ecology — the 
project would repair, reveal and amplify the specifics Dharug Country while avoiding superficially applied symbols.  
In the hottest [and getting hotter] part of Sydney, ‘GibbaGunya’ — a new landscape typology consisting of a chain of 
interconnected earth-formed vaults — provides shade, shelter, coolth and refuge on a community scale. The project 
asks, ‘How can productive synergies between design for climate and design for Country yield authentically Australian 
contemporary landscape designs?’

Research Significance
Designing with Country and designing places adapted to hot climates are key challenges facing Australian spatial 
designers.  BCP-CS was awarded an ‘Honourable Mention’ in the ‘Concept — Public Space Category’ at the World 
Landscape Architecture Awards and shortlisted in the ‘AA Prize for Unbuilt Work’ in recognition of its contribution to 
these imperatives.
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