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Commentary | Ka Hang Wong, Might as Knowledge:
Curriculum Reform, Epistemic Authority, and the
Politics of Legitimacy in Hong Kong

JUNE 30, 2026

Introduction: When Power Becomes Common Sense

“I have all the guns and all the money. | can withstand challenge from without and from within. Am | right, comrade?” The provocation in Elaine
Brown’s reflection on power is not simply about coercion. It is about something more unsettling: the capacity of power to define what counts as
“right” in the first place. Contemporary debates about whether “might makes right” often focus on military force, geopolitical dominance, or
institutional coercion. Yet in many political systems, power operates more subtly. It does not only compel behaviour; it structures knowledge,

language, and moral intuition.

In this sense, the question is not whether might makes right, but how “right” itself is produced through systems of authority that define legitimacy in
advance. Nowhere is this more visible than in the governance of education, where states shape not only what citizens learn, but how they

understand truth, history, and identity.

In April 2026, Hong Kong media reported (https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article /3350358 /hong-kong-students-young-
6-should-feel-proud-be-chinese-learning-guide) new official learning guidelines encouraging students as young as six to “feel proud to be
Chinese,” reflecting the latest phase of the city’s post-2019 educational transformation. The guidance emerged alongside the implementation of the
2026 Values Education Curriculum Framework (https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/moral-
civic/ve_curriculum_framework2026.html), which places increasing emphasis on national identity, patriotism, and moral cultivation within the
school system. These developments illustrate how educational reform in Hong Kong has become closely tied to broader questions of political

legitimacy and epistemic authority.

This essay examines this dynamic through the transformation of civic education in Hong Kong following the post-2021 curriculum reforms. It argues
that the replacement of Liberal Studies with Citizenship and Social Development (CSD)
(https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080,/03050068.2023.2212351), followed by the introduction of the 2026 Values Education
Curriculum Framework, illustrates a shift from education as inquiry toward education as epistemic alignment. Rather than treating these reforms as
purely pedagogical adjustments, this essay situates them within a broader theoretical question: how political authority is stabilised through the

construction of knowledge itself.

Drawing on Critical Discourse Analysis (https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057 /9780230336841) (CDA), the discussion shows how curriculum
reform operates not only through institutional redesign, but through linguistic and conceptual practices that define what can be known, said, and
believed. In doing so, it reframes “might makes right” as a question of epistemic governance: the ability of power to determine the boundaries of

truth. In this sense, “right” is not imposed so much as rendered intelligible within an epistemic order shaped by authority.
From Pedagogy to Problematisation: The Delegitimation of Inquiry

The restructuring of civic education in Hong Kong did not begin as an overt political project. Official accounts presented the reform of Liberal
Studies as a response to pedagogical deficiencies. Following a curriculum review (https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/about-
edb/press/cleartheair/20210209.html) initiated by the Hong Kong government, official statements in 2021 criticised the subject for its lack of
systematic knowledge, its overemphasis on current affairs, and its tendency to encourage what was described as misdirected forms of critical

thinking.

This framing is significant not because it is unique, but because of what it reveals about the relationship between knowledge and authority. In
official discourse, the problem was not simply that students were thinking critically, but that critical thinking had allegedly become detached from

“proper” epistemic foundations. It was redefined as a potential source of misinterpretation and instability rather than as an educational aim.
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The timing of this discourse is also crucial. It emerged in the aftermath of the 2019 Hong Kong protests (https://www.hrw.org/blog-feed/hong-
kong-protests), when questions of political participation and identity were highly salient. While official statements avoided direct causal claims, the
implicit association (https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article /3017180 /former-hong-kong-leader-tung-chee-hwa-blames-
liberal) between civic education and political mobilisation was widely understood. In this context, curriculum reform can be read as an attempt not

only to improve pedagogy, but to recalibrate the relationship between knowledge production and political behaviour.

This is where the logic of “might makes right” begins to shift. Authority is not asserted through force alone, but through the redefinition of what

counts as legitimate reasoning in the first place.

The Reconfiguration of Civic Knowledge: Citizenship and Social Development

The introduction of Citizenship and Social Development (https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/C_and_A_guide/202106/CS_CAG_S4-6_Eng_2021.pdf)
marked a structural and epistemological departure from its predecessor. The removal of the Independent Enquiry Study, the reduction of teaching

hours, and the reorganisation of content into three state-defined thematic areas collectively signal a narrowing of epistemic space.

At the level of content, the curriculum foregrounds national development, constitutional structure, and global interdependence. Yet the more
significant transformation lies in how knowledge is framed. Across official teaching materials, historical and political claims are consistently

presented in ways that reduce interpretive plurality.

For example, colonial-era treaties are described using evaluative language
(https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file /teachers/ppt_for_teachers/en/It1_t1t11f1_1_e_r2.pdf) such as “unequal” and “imposed,” while China’s

sovereignty over Hong Kong is framed as continuous and undisputed. The British colonial presence is frequently characterised through the term

“occupation.” These lexical choices are not merely descriptive; they are interpretive anchors that guide understanding before interpretation begins.

Through CDA, these patterns can be understood as forms of presupposition and modality management. High-certainty formulations
(https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file /teachers/ppt_for_teachers/en/It1_t1t11f2_1_e.pdf) such as “indisputable” position contested historical narratives

as settled fact. This has the effect of transforming historiographical questions into declarative statements, thereby narrowing the scope of legitimate

inquiry.

What emerges is not simply a revised curriculum, but a reconfigured epistemic environment in which the boundaries of truth are linguistically

stabilised.

Language, Identity, and the Production of the Political Subject

The role of language in this transformation is central. One of the most significant features of CSD materials is the repeated use of collective
possessive constructions such as “our country (https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file /teachers/ppt_for_teachers/en/It1_t1t11f3_1_e_r5.pdf).” This phrase
functions as what discourse analysts describe as a presuppositional trigger
(https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S03782166040006082via%3Dihub): it assumes rather than argues for inclusion within

a national collective.

This linguistic structure collapses a distinction that is central to civic education in many contexts—the distinction between learning about a nation

and identifying with it. In this framework, identity is not presented as an open question but as a precondition of learning itself.

The implications of this are profound. Identity is no longer something to be explored, compared, or debated. It becomes a foundational assumption
embedded within the language of instruction. In this sense, the curriculum does not simply transmit knowledge about the nation; it participates in the

production of national subjectivity.

The absence of sustained engagement with alternative identity frameworks, particularly a distinct Hong Kong identity, further reinforces this
dynamic. This is notable given Hong Kong's post-1997 constitutional arrangement under the Sino—British Joint Declaration
(https://www.cmab.gov.hk/en/issues/jd2.htm), alongside the continued existence of British National (Overseas) (https://www.gov.uk/british-
national-overseas-bno-visa) status, both of which complicate any singular account of political identity formation. The government’s repeated claim
that Hong Kong is an “inalienable part of China (https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general /202504 /01 /P2025040100565.htm)" directly

contradicts the Joint Declaration, which recognises Hong Kong as an autonomous political entity and permits residents to retain BN(O) status.

From Knowledge to Moral Order: The 2026 Values Education Framework

If the 2021 reforms restructured the content of civic education, the introduction of the Values Education Curriculum Framework in 2026 extends this
logic into the moral domain. Unlike CSD, which operates as a subject, the Values Framework is designed to permeate all areas of schooling,
embedding normative expectations (https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article /3350358 /hong-kong-students-young-6-

should-feel-proud-be-chinese-learning-guide) across disciplines and age groups.

This shift marks a transition from epistemic governance to moral governance. Education is no longer concerned solely with what students know, but
increasingly with what they should value. Concepts such as national identity, civic responsibility, and social belonging are reframed as moral

imperatives rather than analytical categories.
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This represents a process of moralisation in which descriptive claims are converted into normative obligations. The distinction between

understanding the nation and internalising allegiance to it becomes increasingly blurred. Knowledge is no longer neutral; it is ethically charged.

In this configuration, the curriculum functions as a mechanism through which political legitimacy is not only communicated but internalised.

Authority operates not through external compulsion, but through the shaping of affective and moral orientation.

Epistemic Power and the Contemporary Logic of “Might”

The reforms in Hong Kong illustrate a broader transformation in how political power operates in contemporary governance. Traditional accounts of
“might makes right” focus on coercion, military capability, or institutional dominance. However, the case examined here suggests a more diffuse

and arguably more durable form of power: the capacity to structure epistemic reality.

In this sense, “might” does not simply impose itself upon “right.” It defines the conditions under which “right” becomes thinkable. Through curriculum

design, linguistic framing, and moral integration, authority operates at the level of knowledge production itself.

This does not require the suppression of alternative perspectives in an explicit sense. Instead, it operates through selection, repetition, and
naturalisation (https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S03782166040006082via%3Dihub). Certain narratives are

foregrounded until they become self-evident; others are marginalised until they become difficult to articulate within the dominant framework.

The result is not overt coercion, but epistemic alignment. The boundary between knowledge and legitimacy becomes increasingly difficult to

disentangle.

Rewriting Legitimacy: Knowledge, Memory, and Post-Conflict Governance

This logic can be further illustrated through comparison with broader patterns of post-conflict and post-crisis governance within the People’s
Republic of China following the 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-48445934). In that context,
political contention was not only managed through coercive capacity, but also through a reorganisation (https://8964museum.com/time/en/1-
h02-004/) of interpretive categories that structured how political events could be understood in public discourse. Over time, this involved the
stabilisation of official classifications (https://hongkongfp.com/2026,/03 /31 /closing-statements-in-tiananmen-vigil-group-trial-set-for-may-as-
activist-again-barred-from-referring-to-1989-massacre/) that render certain forms of collective action illegible within dominant frameworks of

political meaning, alongside a broader shift towards narratives centred on development, stability, and economic modernisation.

In the case of Hong Kong, rather than engaging directly with plural interpretations of recent political history, curricular materials
(https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/en/index_cs.php) increasingly foreground themes of constitutional order, national development, and social cohesion.
This is not merely a question of inclusion or exclusion of specific content, but of how epistemic priorities are reorganised. Political events are
positioned less as contested historical phenomena and more as moments to be understood through pre-established interpretive frameworks

(https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-54382112) that emphasise continuity, order, and developmental progress.

What is significant in both cases is not simply the presence or absence of particular narratives, but the structuring of the epistemic field within which
those narratives become intelligible. Legitimacy is therefore not only asserted through institutional authority or legal enforcement, but also through
the systematic privileging of certain forms of knowledge over others. In this configuration, developmental narratives, particularly those associated
with economic reform and national progress, acquire a privileged explanatory status, while interpretations centred on contestation, rupture, or

dissent are rendered silent within official pedagogical space.

Conclusion: When Truth Becomes Governance

The transformation of civic education in Hong Kong following 2021 illustrates how contemporary political authority can operate through the
governance of knowledge rather than through direct coercion alone. The shift from Liberal Studies to Citizenship and Social Development, and

subsequently to the Values Education Framework, reflects a broader reconfiguration of the relationship between education, identity, and legitimacy.

Rather than treating these reforms as isolated policy adjustments, this essay has argued that they should be understood as part of a wider logic of
epistemic governance. Through discursive strategies that structure historical interpretation, linguistic forms that presuppose identity, and curricular

frameworks that embed moral expectations, education becomes a site where the boundaries of truth are actively produced.

In this sense, the question of whether “might makes right” must be reformulated. In contemporary contexts, might does not merely assert right; it
constructs the epistemic conditions under which right appears self-evident. Power operates not only through force, but through the quiet

normalisation of knowledge itself.

The significance of this lies not only in Hong Kong, but in the broader political question it raises: when authority defines the terms of knowledge,

what remains of dissent, and where does critique begin?

Ka Hang Wong received his PhD in History from the University of Technology Sydney in March 2026. His thesis provides a historical analysis of
BN(O)] status and how it evolved from being a token of British nationality into a tool of political resistance against a totalitarian party-state’s assault

on Hong Kong.
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March 2026 (/commentary?
month=03-2026)

Photo Essay | Stephen Black, Children of
Vietnam: Reflections on a 1979 Photo
Exhibition in Melbourne
(/commentary/2026/3/31/photo-
essay-stephen-black-children-of-vietnam-
reflections-on-a-1979-photo-exhibition-
in-melbourne)

Mar 31, 2026

Commentary | Kanokrat Lertchoosakul,
The Unexpected Ascendancy of Royal
Local Bossism in Thailand’s 2026 Election
(/commentary/2026/3/26/commentary
kanokrat-lertchoosakul-the-unexpected-
ascendancy-of-royal-local-bossism-in-
thailands-2026-election)

Mar 26, 2026

Special Series: "The Politicization of
Influencers: Influencer Propaganda in
Asia" | Jian Xu and Florian Schneider,
Introduction: The Politicization of
Influencers: Influencer Propaganda in
Asia
(/commentary/2026/3/22/special-
series-the-politicisation-of-influencers-
influencer-propaganda-in-asia-jian-xu-
and-florian-schneider-introduction-the -
politicization-of-influencers-influencer-
propaganda-in-asia)

Mar 22, 2026

Special Series | Samuel I. Cabbuag,
Propaganda for social justice? Influencer
propaganda, digital vigilantism, and the
search for political "nepo babies" in the
Philippines
(/commentary/2026/3/22/special-
series-samuel-i-cabbuag-propaganda-
for-social-justice-influencer-propaganda-
digital-vigilantism-and-the-search-for-
political-nepo-babies-in-the-philippines)
Mar 22, 2026

Special Series | Sojeong Park, When
Knowledge Influencers Turn Political in
South Korea
(/commentary/2026/3/22/special-
series-sojeong-park-when-knowledge-
influencers-turn-political-in-south-korea)
Mar 22, 2026

Special Series | Viet Tho Le, Performing
authenticity, amplifying authority:
Influencer propaganda and digital
patriotism in Vietnam
(/commentary/2026/3/22/special-
series-viet-tho-le-performing-authenticity-
amplifying-authority-influencer-
propaganda-and-digital-patriotism-in-
vietnam)

Mar 22, 2026

Special Series | Suruchi Mazumdar,
Informal Allies: Hindutva Pop Influencers
and Propaganda in Digital India
(/commentary/2026/3/22/special-

series-suruchi-mazumdar-informal-allies-

hindutva-pop-influencers-and-
propaganda-in-digital-india)
Mar 22, 2026

Notes From the Field | Chonglong Gu,
Capturing mundane everyday grass-roots
multilingualism in Yiwu, China
(/commentary/2026/3/10/notes-from-
the-field-chonglong-gu-capturing-
mundane-everyday-grass-roots-
multilingualism-in-yiwu-china)

Mar 10, 2026

Notes from the Field | Richard Kamei and
Sonam Dorji, Memoirs, and Fieldwork in
Bhutan: Cultivating Rice, Sustaining Bonds
(/commentary/2026/3/9/notes-from-
the-field-richard-kamei-and-sonam-dorii-
memoirs-and-fieldwork-in-bhutan-
cultivating-rice-sustaining-bonds)

Mar 10, 2026

Commentary | Peter Chai and Charles
Crabtree, Why did the Japanese public
appear to vote against their own
concerns?
(/commentary/2026/3/6/commentary-
peter-chai-and-charles-crabtree-why-
did-the-japanese-public-appear-to-vote-
against-their-own-concerns)

Mar 6, 2026

Notes from the Field | Bikash K.
Bhattacharya & Soe Sandar Win,
Everyday Pluralism and Practical Religion
inJava

(/commentary/2026/2/27 /commentary
bikash-k-bhattacharya-amp-soe-sandar-
win-everyday-pluralism-and-practical-
religion-in-java)

Mar 6, 2026

February 2026
(/commentary2month=02-
2026)

Commentary | Ka Hang Wong, Jimmy
Lai’s Conviction Signals the End of Free
Political Speech in Hong Kong
(/commentary/2026/2/10/commentary
ka-hang-wong-jimmy-lais-conviction-
signals-the-end-of-free-political-speech-
in-hong-kong)

Feb 10, 2026

Commentary | Sagartirtha Chakraborty,
India’s inequality puzzle: What the World
Bank’s numbers reveal and conceal
(/commentary/2025/12/12/commentar
sagartirtha-chakraborty-indias-
inequality-puzzle-what-the-world-banks-
numbers-reveal-and-conceal)

Feb 2, 2026

January 2026 (/commentary?
month=01-2026)

Commentary | Qudsia Kalsoom, Systemic
Corruption and Elite Capture: Can
Education Transform Pakistan?
(/commentary/2025/12/12 /commentar
qudsia-kalsoom-systemic-corruption-and-
elite-capture-can-education-transform-
pakistan)

Jan 27, 2026

Special Series: “New Directions in Africa-
China Studies” | Jason Woerner, Ralph
Litzinger, Charlie Piot, “Introduction: New
Directions in Africa-China Studies”
(/commentary/2026/1/22/special-
series-new-directions-in-africa-china-
studies-jason-woerner-ralph-litzinger-
charlie-piot-introduction-new-directions-
in-africa-china-studies)

Jan 22, 2026

Special Series: “New Directions in Africa-
China Studies” | Yuanwei Zong, Credit,
Code, and Control: China-Backed Fin-
Tech Lending in Ghana
(/commentary/2026/1/22/special-
series-new-directions-in-africa-china-
studies-yuanwei-zong-credit-code-and-
controlnbspchina-backed-fin-tech-
lending-in-ghana)

Jan 22, 2026

Special Series: “New Directions in Africa-
China Studies” | Yidi Zheng, Capturing
the Face: Afro-Inclusive Machine Visions
from South China
(/commentary/2026/1/22/special-
series-new-directions-in-africa-china-
studies-yidi-zhengnbspcapturing-the-
face-afro-inclusive-machine-visions-from-
south-china)

Jan 22, 2026

Special Series: "New Directions in Africa-
China Studies" | Fidele B. Ebia, When
Chinese Manufacturers Become Traders
(/commentary/2026/1/22/special-
series-new-directions-in-china-africa-
fidele-b-ebia-when-chinese-
manufacturers-become-traders)

Jan 22, 2026

Special Series: “New Directions in Africa-
China Studies” | Zixi Zhao, "Replacing
the Bad Birds": China's Domestic
Industrial Upgrade and its Implications for
China-Africa Relations
(/commentary/2026/1/22/special-
series-new-directions-in-africa-china-
studies-zixi-zhao-replacing-the-bad-
birds-chinas-domestic-industrial-
upgrade-and-its-implications-for-china-
africa-relations)

Jan 22, 2026

Special Series: “New Directions in Africa-
China Studies” | Nina Sylvanus, China
for exPort: Africa and the Global

Maritime
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(/commentary/2026/1/22 /special-
series-new-directions-in-africa-china-
studies-nina-sylvanus-china-for-export-
africa-and-the-global-maritime)

Jan 22, 2026

Special Series: "New Directions in Africa-
China Studies" | Mingwei Huang,
Thinking Sino-African Extractive Zones
(/commentary/2026/1/22/special-
section-new-directions-in-africa-china-
studies-mingwei-huang-thinking-sino-
african-extractive-zones)

Jan 22,2026

Special Series: "New Directions in Africa-
China Studies" | Vivian Chenxue Lu,
"Conclusion: The Global Majority?
Political qualities of capital between the
two Afro-Asian demographic giants"
(/commentary/2026/1/22/special-
series-new-directions-in-africa-china-
studies-vivian-chenxue-lu-the-global-
majority-political-qualities-of-capital-
between-the-two-afro-asian-
demographic-giants)

Jan 22, 2026

Notes from the Field | Kymberley Chu,
Diasporic Drifting: Experiencing Cultural
Outsider/Ethnographic Insider Dynamics
in Malaysia
(/commentary/2026/1/19/notes-from-
the-field-kymberley-chu-diasporic-
drifting-experiencing-cultural-
outsiderethnographic-insider-dynamics-
in-malaysia)

Jan 19, 2026

December 2025
(/commentary2month=12-

2025)

Commentary | Levi McLaughlin, Sanae
Takaichi and Japan’s Uncertain
Politics/Religion Future
(/commentary/2025/12/8 /commentary
levi-mclaughlin-sanae-takaichi-and-
japans-uncertain-politicsreligion-future)
Dec 8, 2025

November 2025
(/commentary2month=11-

2025)

Notes from the Field | Kamil Tilyabaev,
Uzbek and Karakalpak Poetry in
Translation

(/commentary/2025/11 /17 /notes-
from-the-field-kamil-tilyabaev-uzbek-

and-karakalpak-poetry-in-translation)

Nov 17,2025

Commentary | Annalise Chang, Tom Le,
and Sebastian Maslow, A Historic Win,
Familiar Politics: The Paradox of Takaichi’s
LDP Leadership

(/commentary/2025/11/6/commentary:

annalise-chang-tom-le-and-sebastian-
maslow-a-historic-win-familiar-politics-
the-paradox-of-takaichis-ldp-leadership)
Nov 6, 2025

Commentary | Ed Pulford and Tran Mai
Huong, Socialist State Subjectivity: The
Changing Stakes of Vietnam'’s Ethnic
Classification Policy

(/commentary/2025/11 /6 /commentary-

ed-pulford-and-trn-mai-hng-socialist-
state-subjectivity-the-changing-stakes-of-
vietnams-ethnic-classification-policy)
Nov 6, 2025

Commentary | Saurabh Saikia and
Zubeen Sultana, Assam's Tangled
Nationality Question: Politics and
Semantics of Bideshi (Foreigners)

(/commentary/2025/11/1/commentary:

saurabh-saikianbspand-zubeen-sultana-
assams-tangled-nationality-question-
politics-and-semantics-of-bideshi-
foreigners)

Nov 1, 2025

September 2025
(/commentary2month=09-
2025)

Commentary | Ka Hang Wong, Five
Years On, the National Security Law
Exposes the Joint Declaration’s Deception
(/commentary/2025/9/5/commentary-
ka-hang-wong-five-years-on-the -
national-security-law-exposes-the-joint-
declarations-deception)

Sep 5, 2025

August 2025 (/commentary?
month=08-2025)

Notes from the Field | Ruomin Huang,
"By Appointment Only”: Domestic
Political Depression and Curatorial
Resistance in China
(/commentary/2025/8/31 /notes-from-
the-field-ruomin-huang-by-appointment-
only-domestic-political-depression-and-
curatorial-resistance-in-china)

Aug 31, 2025

Commentary | Soksamphoas Im,
Performing Peace Through Conflict:
Cambodia’s “Thank You Peace” Rhetoric
and the 2025 Border Clashes with
Thailand
(/commentary/2025/8/16,/commentary
soksamphoas-im-performing-peace-
through-conflict-cambodias-thank-you-
peace-rhetoric-and-the-2025-border-
clashes-with-thailand)

Aug 16, 2025

July 2025 (/commentary?
month=07-2025)

Commentary | Aasim Sajjad Akhtar,
Meme wars: Strategic games & violent
accumulation in South Asia
(/commentary/2025/7/15/commentary
aasim-sajjad-akhtar-meme-wars-
strategic-games-amp-violent-
accumulation-in-south-asia)

Jul 22, 2025

Commentary | Mishika Chauhan,
Resisting Erasure, Claiming Space:
Memory, Belonging, and Palestinian
Identity in Mo
(/commentary/2025/7/15/commentary
mishika-chauhan-resisting-erasure -
claiming-space-memory-belonging-and-
palestinian-identity-in-mo)

Jul 15, 2025

Commentary | Maniit Bhatia, Anwar
Ibrahim’s Madani Mosque Move Caper

in Malaysia
(/commentary/2025/7/2/commentary-
manijit-bhatia-anwar-ibrahims-madani-
mosque-move-caper-in-malaysia)

Jul 2, 2025

June 2025 (/commentary?
month=06-2025)

Commentary | Ankush Chandran,
Colonial Legacies in Contemporary Asian
Urbanism: The Role of the Architect-
Planner
(/commentary/2025/6/22/commentary
ankush-chandran-colonial-legacies-in-
contemporary-asian-urbanism-the-role-
of-the-architect-planner)

Jun 22, 2025
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April 2025 (/commentary?
month=04-2025)

Commentary | Monika, Decoding Delhi’s
Assembly Election 2025: Why the BJP’s
Win Reflects AAP’s Decline, Not
Hindutva’s Rise
(/commentary/2025/4/10/commentary
monika-decoding-delhis-assembly-
election-2025-why-the-bjps-win-reflects-
aaps-decline-not-hindutvas-rise)

Apr 13, 2025

March 2025 (/commentary?
month=03-2025)

Commentary | Jun Fu, Jian Xu, Wanning
Sun, and Jia Tina Du, Engagement of
Chinese Australians in the 2023

Australian Indigenous Voice Referendum
(/commentary/2025/3/14/commentary
jun-fu-jian-xu-wanning-sun-and-jia-tina-
du-engagement-of-chinese-australians-
in-the-2023-australian-indigenous-voice-
referendum)

Mar 14, 2025

February 2025
(/commentary2month=02-
2025)

Commentary | Sike Chan, Myanmar’s
2025 Election: Four Scenarios Shaping a
Fractured Nation
(/commentary/2025/2/3/commentary-
sike-chan-myanmars-2025-election-four-
scenarios-shaping-a-fractured-nation)

Feb 4, 2025

December 2024
(/commentary2month=12-

2024)

Commentary | Norman Joshua, The
Ghosts of Past Autocrats in Prabowo’s
Indonesia?

(/commentary/2024/12/17 /commentar
norman-joshua-the-ghosts-of-past-

autocrats-in-prabowos-indonesial)

Dec 27, 2024

Commentary | Nyi Nyi Kyaw,

Myanmar’s Spring Revolution and
Leadership Deficit
(/commentary/2024/12/17 /commentar
nyi-nyi-kyaw-myanmars-spring-
revolution-and-leadership-deficit)

Dec 17,2024

Notes from the Field | Thanapan
Laiprakobsup and Narongpon
Laiprakobsup, Urbanization,
Impermeability, and Deteriorating Local
Communities in Suburban Bangkok
(/commentary/2024/12/2 /notes-from-
the-field-thanapan-laiprakobsupa-and-
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communities-in-suburban-bangkok)

Dec 2, 2024
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Commentary | Souhardya De & Lir
Hoxhaij, Relief and Rehabilitation: Foreign
HADRA Response to the Remal Cyclone,
2024 and Broader Implications for
Disaster Risk Financing in Bangladesh
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Commentary | Kimberly Hassel, Akil
Fletcher, and John G. Russell, Stranger
Than Fiction?: Yasuke and the Assassin’s
Creed: Shadows Controversy
(/commentary/2024/9/23 /commentary
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controversy)
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Commentary | Monika, Fragmented Vote
Share Or Restored Democracy?: Current
Analysis of Indian Democracy
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monika-fragmented-vote-sharenbspor-
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Commentary | Shweta Jha, with Rishiraj
Sen, Terrorizing the Hindu Voter: Political
Gimmick of Secularism
(/commentary/2024/7 /8 /commentary-
shweta-jha-with-rishiraj-sen-terrorizing-
the-hindu-voter-political-gimmick-of-
secularism)

Jul 8, 2024
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Notes from the Field | Gayatri Misra and
Vaishali Saikia, Unveiling the Crisis: The
State of Maternal Health among Assam's
Tea Tribal Women
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saikia-unveiling-the-crisis-the -state -of-
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tribal-women)
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Commentary | Luna Sabastian, India’s
Citizenship Amendment Act: Partition’s
Fulfilment or Its Undoing?
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month=05-2024)

Commentary | Ming Gao, Historical
Justice on Trial: The First Domestic Lawsuit
by Chinese Comfort Women's
Descendants Against Japan
(/commentary/2024/5/27 /commentary
ming-gao-historical-justice-on-trial-the -
first-domestic-lawsuit-by-chinese-
comfort-womens-descendants-against-
japan)

May 27, 2024

Notes from the Field | Dhondup T.
Rekjong, Centering Native Languages in
Western Scholarship
(/commentary/2024/5/7 /notes-from-
the-field-dhondup-t-rekjong-centering-
native-languages-in-western-scholarship)

May 7, 2024

March 2024 (/commentary?
month=03-2024)

Notes From the Field | Phil Wetjen, Valley
Forge and Yan'an: Common Roots in
Revolution

(/commentary/2024/3 /12 /notes-from-
the-field-phil-wetjen-valley-forge-and-
yanan-common-roots-in-revolutionnbsp)
Mar 13, 2024

February 2024
(/commentary2month=02-
2024)

Commentary | Derhasat Narzary and L
David Lal, Pursuing Autonomy amidst
Political Complexities: The Bodo Political
Journey in Northeast India
(/commentary/2024/2/16/commentary
derhasat-narzary-and-I-david-lal-
pursuing-autonomy-amidst-political-
complexities-the-bodo-political-journey-
in-northeast-india)

Feb 19, 2024

December 2023
(/commentary2month=12-

2023)

Notes from the Field | Johnson Abhishek
Minz, Identifying the ‘Precariat’ in India:
Exploring Time-Use by the Labour Force
(/commentary/2023/12/6/notes-from-
the-field-johnson-abhishek-minz-
identifying-the-precariat-in-india-
exploring-time-use-by-the-labour-force)
Dec 6, 2023

From the editor: A response to Chinese
social media reports
(/commentary/2023/12/3/from-the-
editor-a-response-to-chinese-social-
media-reports)

Dec 3, 2023

November 2023
(/commentary2month=11-
2023)

Commentary | Tiantian Zheng,
Workplace Sexual Harassment and the
#MeToo Movement in Post-Socialist

China

(/commentary/2023/11 /27 /commentar'
tiantian-zheng-workplace-sexual-
harassment-and-the-metoo-movement-in-
post-socialist-china)

Nov 27, 2023

Commentary | Roshni Kapur, Growing
Afghan-Chinese relations: Security
interests dominate economic and political
discourse
(/commentary/2023/11/15/commentan
roshni-kapur-growing-afghan-chinese-
relations-security-interests-dominate-
economic-and-political-discourse)

Nov 15, 2023

October 2023
(/commentary2month=10-
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Commentary | Abdillah Noh, The South
China Sea as Global Public Good
(/commentary/2023/10/8/commentary
abdillah-noh-the-south-china-sea-as-
global-public-good)

Oct 16, 2023

Commentary | Jeremy Garlick, China’s
influence-building campaign in the global
South: implications for the liberal
international order
(/commentary/2023/10/5/commentary
jeremy-garlick-chinas-influence-building-
campaign-in-the-global-south-
implications-for-the-liberal-international-
order)

Oct 5, 2023

August 2023 (/commentary?
month=08-2023)

Commentary | Martin Weiser, South
Korea's problematic relationship with truth
when it comes to North Korean human
rights
(/commentary/2023/8/23/commentary
martin-weiser-south-koreas-problematic-
relationship-with-truth-when-it-comes-to-
north-korean-human-rights)

Aug 23, 2023

Notes from the Field | William Hsing, The
Metamorphosis of Fangcang - The Life
and Afterlife of a Chinese Concentration
Camp

(/commentary/2023/8/13 /notes-from-
the-field-william-hsing-the -
metamorphosis-of-fangcang-the-life-and-
afterlife-of-a-chinese-concentration-
camp)

Aug 14, 2023

June 2023 (/commentary?
month=06-2023)

Commentary | Rachan Daimary &
Jyotirmay Das, Ethnic Conflict in Manipur:
The Tribal /Non-Tribal Divide
(/commentary/2023/6/20/commentary
rachan-daimary-amp-jyotirmay-das-
ethnic-conflict-in-manipur-the-tribalnon-
tribal-divide)

Jun 21, 2023

Commentary | Jayabrata Sarkar,
Sentinels on the Covid-19 Battlefield: The
Costs of Accredited Social Health Activist
Care Work in India
(/commentary/2023/6/5/commentary-
jayabrata-sarkar-sentinels-on-the-covid-
19-battlefield-the-costs-of-accredited-
social-health-activist-care-work-in-india)

Jun 5, 2023
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Commentary | Kanokrat Lertchoosakul,
The May 2023 Elections and the Triumph
of Thai Youth Social Movements
(/commentary/2023/5/29/commentary
kanokrat-lertchoosakul-the-may-2023-
elections-and-the-triumph-of-thai-youth-
social-movements)

May 29, 2023

Commentary | Karin Zackari, Academics
as Critics: New Trends in Thailand
(/commentary/2023/5/7 /commentary-
karin-zackari-academics-as-critics-new-
trends-in-thailand)

May 7, 2023
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Commentary | Axel Klein, Komeito and
the Fallout of the Abe Assassination
(/commentary/2023/1/26/commentary
axel-klein-kmeit-and-the-fallout-of-the -
abe-assassination)

Jan 27,2023

Commentary | Roshni Kapur, Opposition
space in India: Challenges and prospects
(/commentary/2023/1/11 /commentary-
roshni-kapur-opposition-space-in-india-
challenges-and-prospects)

Jan 11, 2023

Commentary | Tom Le, A Japanese
Security Sea Change? Let's See Change
First
(/commentary/2023/1/3/commentary-
tom-le-a-japanese-security-sea-change-
lets-see-change-first)

Jan 4, 2023

December 2022
(/commentary2month=12-
2022)

Commentary | Asoka Bandarage, IMF
Led Privatization, Land and Resource

Grab in Sri Lanka
(/commentary/2022/12/20/commentar
asoka-bandarage-imf-led-privatization-
land-and-resource-grab-in-sri-lanka)

Dec 20, 2022

Commentary | Or Porath, Something to
Crow About: Why Is the Japanese

Football Team Logo a Three-legged
Crow?
(/commentary/2022/12/10/commentar
or-porath-something-to-crow-about-why-
is-the-japanese-football-team-logo-a-
three-legged-crow)

Dec 12, 2022

November 2022
(/commentary2month=11-

2022)

Notes from the Field | Ruehl Muller, On
Laotian socialist realism in the
statuescape of Vientiane: a conversation
with Maising Chanbouthdy
(/commentary/2022/11 /15 /notes-
from-the-field-ruehl-muller-on-laotian-
socialist-realism-in-the-statuescape-of-
vientiane-a-conversation-with-maising-
chanbouthdy)

Nov 29, 2022

Notes from the Field | Angel M. Villegas-
Cruz, Male, U.S. Full History Professor,
and China scholar: The recipe to get
published in The Journal of Asian Studies,
2000-2020

(/commentary/2022/11 /3 /notes-from-
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August 2022 (/commentary?
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Commentary | Surachanee Sriyai,
Rationalizing Sri Lanka: An Analysis of

the 2022 Protest Movement
(/commentary/2022/8/19/commentary
surachanee-sriyai-rationalizing-sri-lanka-
an-analysis-of-the-2022-protest-
movement)

Aug 22, 2022

Commentary | Jeppe Mulich, Academic
Freedom, Confucius Institutes, and the
China Debate in UK Politics
(/commentary/2022/8,/10/commentary
jeppe-mulich-academic-freedom-
confucius-institutes-and-the-china-
debate-in-uk-politics)

Aug 15, 2022

Commentary | Tianren Luo, Jingjia Xiao,
and Qing Xiao, Shanghai lockdown:
towards a cybernetic-biopolitical
governance
(/commentary/2022/8/8/commentary-
shanghai-lockdown-towards-a-
cybernetic-biopolitical-governance)

Aug 8, 2022

Notes from the Field | Sabine Frihstiick
and Morgan Pitelka, Response to
Diamant & Bender, Where Are All the
College Faculty?
(/commentary/2022/8/2/notes-from-
the-field-sabine-frhstck-and-morgan-
pitelka-response-to-diamant-amp-
bender-where-are-all-the-college-
faculty)

Aug 1, 2022

July 2022 (/commentary?
month=07-2022)

Commentary | Rydta Nishino, Beyond
Zero-Sum Geopolitics: Asia-Pacific and
the Shadows of the Asia-Pacific War
(/commentary/2022/7/26/commentary
ryta-nishino-beyond-zero-sum-
geopolitics-asia-pacific-and-the-
shadows-of-the-asia-pacific-war)

Jul 25,2022

Commentary | Levi Mclaughlin, A
Grudge Against the Unification Church
Motivated the Murder of Japan’s Most
Prominent Politician
(/commentary/2022/7 /13 /commentary
levi-mclaughlin-a-grudge-against-the-
unification-church-motivated-the -murder-
of-japans-most-prominent-politician)

Jul 13, 2022

Notes from the Field | Hannah Osborne,
Response to Diamant & Bender, Where
Are All the College Faculty?
(/commentary/2022/7/1/notes-from-
the-field-hannah-osborne-response-to-
diamant-amp-bender-where-are-all-the -
college-faculty)

Jul 1, 2022

June 2022 (/commentary?
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Commentary | William Andrews,
Shigenobu Fusako and the Haze of
Cultural Memory
(/commentary/2022/6/15/commentary
william-andrews-shigenobu-fusako-and-
the-haze-of-cultural-memory)

Jun 15, 2022

Commentary | Tatiana Linkhoeva,

Russia’s War in Ukraine and the Russo-
Japanese War
(/commentary/2022/6/5/commentary-
tatiana-linkhoeva-russias-war-in-ukraine-
and-the-russo-japanese-war)

Jun 6, 2022
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May 2022 (/commentary?
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Notes from the Field | Neil J. Diamant &
Shawn Bender, Where Are All the
College Faculty? Editorial Inequity in East
Asian Studies Journals
(/commentary/2022/5/30/notes-
from-the-field-neil-j-diamant-amp-shawn-
bender-where-are-all-the-college-
faculty-editorial-inequity-in-east-asian-
studies-journals)

May 31, 2022

Commentary | Liang Ge and Erika
Ningxin Wang, Scapegoating Fandom:
Digital Colonialism, Capitalism, and
Chinese Party-State Power
(/commentary/2022/5/15/commentary
liang-ge-and-erika-ningxin-wang-
scapegoating-fandom-digital-
colonialism-capitalism-and-chinese-
party-state-power)

May 16, 2022

Commentary | Sek Sophal, Scrapping the
Submarine Deal2 Domestic Politics and
Regional Security in Thailand
(/commentary/2022/5/5/commentary-
sek-sophal-scrapping-the-submarine-
deal-prayut-just-paid-lip-service)

May 5, 2022
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Commentary | Laura Hein, Thinking

about Fights over U.S. History as an
American Citizen, an Historian, and an
Asianist
(/commentary/2022/4/26/commentary
laura-hein-thinking-about-fights-over-us-
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Notes from the Field | Wong Tian An,
Should Southeast Asian Studies exist?
Field notes from an interloper
(/commentary/2022/4/17 /notes-from-
the-field-wong-tian-an-should-southeast-
asian-studies-exist-field-notes-from-an-
interloper)

Apr 18, 2022

Notes from the Field | Jamie J. Zhao and
Hongwei Bao, “Queer/ing China”:
Theorizing Chinese Genders and
Sexualities Through a Transnational Lens
(/commentary/2022/4/5 /notes-from-
the-field-jamie-j-zhao-and-hongwei-bao-
queering-china-theorizing-chinese-
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Apr 5,2022
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Notes from the Field | Akshaya Kumar,
Petrocultured Mobility in Bhojpuri Popular
Culture
(/commentary/2022/3/23/notes-from-
the-field-akshaya-kumar-petrocultured-
mobility-in-bhojpuri-popular-culture)

Mar 23, 2022

January 2022 (/commentary?
month=01-2022)

Commentary | Alison J. Miller, The
Princess and the Press: Mako’s Wedding
and the History of Imperial Women
(/commentary/2022/1/7 /commentary-
alison-j-miller-the-princess-and-the-
press-makos-wedding-and-the-history-of-
imperial-women)

Jan 7, 2022

December 2021
(/commentary2month=12-

2021)

Commentary | Jayabrata Sarkar,
Education in Standby Mode: The Digital
Divide and Online Learning in India

during COVID
(/commentary/2021/12/6/commentary-
jayabrata-sarkar-education-in-standby-
mode-the-digital-divide-and-online-
learning-in-india-during-covid)

Dec 6, 2021

November 2021
(/commentary2month=11-

2021)

Commentary | Tharaphi Than, Why Does
Area Studies Need Decolonization?
(/commentary/2021/11 /20/commentan
tharaphi-than-why-does-area-studies-
need-decolonization)

Nov 20, 2021

Commentary | Debasish Hazarika,
“Development” at the Frontiers: The
Brewing Hydropolitics of Northeast India
(/commentary/2021/11 /4 /commentary-
debasish-hazarika-development-at-the-
frontiers-the-brewing-hydropolitics-of-
northeast-india)

Nov 4, 2021

October 2021 (/commentary?
month=10-2021)

Commentary | Paula R. Curtis, Taking the
Fight for Japan's History Online
(/commentary/2021/10/12/commentar
paula-r-curtis-taking-the-fight-for-japans-
history-online)

Oct 12, 2021

September 2021
(/commentary2month=09-
2021)

Notes From The Field | Shafi Ahmad
Khanday, Writing history of /in the
Kashmir Valley
(/commentary/2021/9/29 /notes-from-
the-field-shafi-ahmad-khanday-writing-
history-ofin-the-kashmir-valley)

Sep 29, 2021

August 2021 (/commentary?
month=08-2021)

Commentary | Chulanee Attanayake,
Pradeepa Dahanayake, Asanka
Guansekara, Sweeping victory, Great
Expectations, and Mounting Challenges
in Sri Lanka

(/commentary/2021/8/18 /commentary-
chulanee-attanayake-pradeepa-
dahanayake-asanka-guansekara-
sweeping-victory-great-expectations-
and-mounting-challenges-in-sri-lanka)
Aug 18, 2021

Commentary | Joyshri Pathak, To Think,
To Practice: The Promise and Peril of
Gender and Women's Studies in
Northeastern India
(/commentary/2021/8/9 /to-think-to-
practice-the-promise-and-peril-of-
gender-and-womens-studies-in-
northeastern-india)

Aug 9, 2021
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July 2021 (/commentary?
month=07-2021)

Commentary | Oudom Hean and Sek
Sophal, Holding Students Hostage: the
Military Scholarship Program and the
Decline of American Foreign Policy in
Cambodia

(/commentary/2021/7/14/commentary-

oudom-hean-and-sek-sophal-holding-
students-hostage-the-military-
scholarship-program-and-the-decline-of-
american-foreign-policy-in-cambodia)
Jul 14, 2021

Commentary | Sek Sophal, New Media
Startups Initiatives are a Complement not
a Replacement for Independent Media in
Cambodia
(/commentary/2021/7/1/commentary-
sek-sophal-new-media-startups-
initiatives-are-a-complement-not-a-
replacement-for-independent-media-in-
cambodia)

Jul 1, 2021

June 2021 (/commentary?
month=06-2021)

Commentary | Alex Jania, How Should
Americans Remember COVID-192:
Lessons from Post-Disaster Memorials in
Japan
(/commentary/2021/6/23/commentary
alex-jania-how-should-americans-
remember-covid-19-lessons-from-post-
disaster-memorials-in-japan)

Jun 23, 2021

Commentary | Aditya Ranjan Pathak and
Anandita Pathak, Learning Culture,
Unlearning Stereotypes: Ending
Discrimination Towards India’s Northeast
(/commentary/2021/6/16/commentary
aditya-ranjan-pathak-and-anandita-
pathak-learning-culture-unlearning-
stereotypes-ending-discrimination-
torwards-indias-northeast)

Jun 16, 2021

Commentary | Raj Verma, Modi and the
COVID-19 catastrophe
(/commentary/2021/6/9/commentary-
raj-verma-modi-and-the-covid-19-
catastrophe)

Jun 9, 2021

Commentary | Abdillah Noh, ASEAN's
role in the Myanmar Crisis: Averting a
“Syrian crisis” problem at its door?
(/commentary/2021/6/2/commentary-
abdillah-noh-aseans-role-in-the -
myanmar-crisis-averting-a-syrian-crisis-
problem-at-its-door)

Jun 2, 2021

May 2021 (/commentary?
month=05-2021)

Commentary | Runchao Liu, Digital
Mediation and Transnational Flows of
Queer Fandom: Ambiguous Queer
Performance on Chinese Social Media
(/commentary/2021/5/25/commentary
runchao-liu-digital-mediation-and-
transnational-flows-of-queer-fandom-
ambiguous-queer-performance-on-
chinese-social-media)

May 26, 2021

Commentary | Clara Iwasaki,
Transpacific Search Party or How to (Not)

Find Yu Dafu’s Remains

(/commentary/2021/5/19/commentary:

clara-iwasaki-transpacific-search-party-
or-how-to-not-find-yu-dafus-remains-
nbsp)

May 19, 2021

Commentary | Mark Bookman and
Carolyn S. Stevens, Empathy, Equity, and
Empowerment: Lessons to Learn from
Disability Studies During a Pandemic in

Japan and Australia

(/commentary/2021/5/12/commentary-

mark-bookman-and-carolyn-s-stevens-
empathy-equity-and-empowerment-
lessons-to-learn-from-disability-studies-
during-a-pandemic-in-japan-and-
australia)

May 12, 2021

Commentary | Dakila Kim P. Yee, A
Trojan Horse: China’s Vaccine Diplomacy
and the internal dynamics of the COVID-
19 Vaccine Rollout in the Philippines
(/commentary/2021/5/5/commentary-
dakila-kim-p-yee-a-trojan-horse-chinas-
vaccine-diplomacy-and-the-internal-
dynamics-of-the-covid-19-vaccine-
rollout-in-the-philippines)

May 5, 2021

April 2021 (/commentary?
month=04-2021)

Commentary | Pavin Chachavalpongpun,
Unlikely Allies: The Colonial Model of
Military-Dominated Pseudo-Democracy

in Myanmar and Thailand
(/commentary/2021/4/28/commentary
pavin-chachavalpongpun-unlikely-allies-
the-colonial-model-of-military-
dominated-pseudo-democracy-in-
myanmar-and-thailand)

Apr 28, 2021

Commentary | Meryl Burgess, Africa-
Chinese dilemmas and Africa-Asian
dreams: time for new partnerships?
(/commentary/2021/4/12/commentary-
meryl-burgess-africa-chinese-dilemmas-
and-afro-asian-dreams-time-for-new-
partnerships)

Apr 12, 2021

Commentary | Surachanee Sriyai,
"Welcome to the Clubhouse?:" The Digital
Ailments of Democratization in Thailand
(/commentary/2021/4/5/commentary-
surachanee-sriyai-welcome-to-the-
clubhouse-the-digital-ailments-of-
democratization-in-thailand)

Apr 5, 2021


https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary?month=07-2021
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/7/14/commentary-oudom-hean-and-sek-sophal-holding-students-hostage-the-military-scholarship-program-and-the-decline-of-american-foreign-policy-in-cambodia
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/7/1/commentary-sek-sophal-new-media-startups-initiatives-are-a-complement-not-a-replacement-for-independent-media-in-cambodia
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary?month=06-2021
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/6/23/commentary-alex-jania-how-should-americans-remember-covid-19-lessons-from-post-disaster-memorials-in-japan
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/6/16/commentary-aditya-ranjan-pathak-and-anandita-pathak-learning-culture-unlearning-stereotypes-ending-discrimination-torwards-indias-northeast
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/6/9/commentary-raj-verma-modi-and-the-covid-19-catastrophe
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/6/2/commentary-abdillah-noh-aseans-role-in-the-myanmar-crisis-averting-a-syrian-crisis-problem-at-its-door
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary?month=05-2021
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/5/25/commentary-runchao-liu-digital-mediation-and-transnational-flows-of-queer-fandom-ambiguous-queer-performance-on-chinese-social-media
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/5/19/commentary-clara-iwasaki-transpacific-search-party-or-how-to-not-find-yu-dafus-remains-nbsp
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/5/12/commentary-mark-bookman-and-carolyn-s-stevens-empathy-equity-and-empowerment-lessons-to-learn-from-disability-studies-during-a-pandemic-in-japan-and-australia
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/5/5/commentary-dakila-kim-p-yee-a-trojan-horse-chinas-vaccine-diplomacy-and-the-internal-dynamics-of-the-covid-19-vaccine-rollout-in-the-philippines
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary?month=04-2021
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/4/28/commentary-pavin-chachavalpongpun-unlikely-allies-the-colonial-model-of-military-dominated-pseudo-democracy-in-myanmar-and-thailand
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/4/12/commentary-meryl-burgess-africa-chinese-dilemmas-and-afro-asian-dreams-time-for-new-partnerships
https://criticalasianstudies.org/commentary/2021/4/5/commentary-surachanee-sriyai-welcome-to-the-clubhouse-the-digital-ailments-of-democratization-in-thailand

March 2021 (/commentary?
month=03-2021)

Commentary | Michael Wert, Historical
Positivism, Ideology, and Nationalism in
the Ramseyer Case
(/commentary/2021/3/29/commentary
michael-wert-historical-positivism-
ideology-and-nationalism-in-the -
ramseyer-case)

Mar 29, 2021

Commentary | Ryo Morimoto,
Ethnographic Lettering: “Pursed Lips: A
Call to Suspend Damage in the Age of
Decommissioning”
(/commentary/2021/3/22/commentary
ryo-morimoto-ethnographic-lettering-
pursed-lips-a-call-to-suspend-damage-
in-the-age-of-decommissioning)

Mar 22, 2021

Commentary | Kaitlyn Ugoretz, Fearful
Resonances: Critiquing Arlington and
American Civil Religion through the

Yasukuni Problem

(/commentary/2021/3/15/commentary-

kaitlyn-ugoretz-fearful-resonances-
critiquing-arlington-and-american-civil-
religion-through-the-yasukuni-problem)
Mar 15, 2021

Commentary | Pavin Chachavalpongpun,
“Above Politics”2: Rolling Back into
Absolutely Monarchy in Thailand with
King Vajiralongkorn
(/commentary/2021/3/7 /commentary-
pavin-chachavalpongpun-above-politics-
rolling-back-into-absolutely-monarchy-in-
thailand-with-king-vajiralongkorn)

Mar 8, 2021

Commentary | Jeongmin Kim, When A
Base Leaves: Seeing Military Withdrawal
from Local Labor Perspectives
(/commentary/2021/3/1/commentary-
jeongmin-kim-when-a-base-leaves-
seeing-military-withdrawal-from-local-
labor-perspectives)

Mar 1, 2021

February 2021
(/commentary2month=02-
2021)

Commentary | Ardeth Maung
Thawnghmung, Myanmar: Why the
Military Took Over

(/commentary/2021/2/21/commentary-

ardeth-thawnghmung)
Feb 22, 2021

Commentary | Marissa J. Smith, “Quality,
not Apology! Resign!": COVID-19
Response Exposes Issues of Governance
in Mongolia
(/commentary/2021/2/9/commentary-
marissa-j-smith-quality-not-apology-
resign-covid-19-response-exposes-
issues-of-governance-in-mongolia)

Feb 15, 2021

Commentary | Alvin Y.H. Cheung, Hong
Kong: The End of Delusion
(/commentary/2021/2/8/commetary-
alvin-yh-cheung-hong-kong-the-end-of-
delusion)

Feb 8, 2021

Commentary | Warren A. Stanislaus, The
Great Reset: Afro-Japanese Pasts, Futures
& Digital Scholarship in Asian Studies
(/commentary/2021/2/1/commentary-
warren-a-stanislaus-the-great-reset-afro-
japanese-pasts-futures-amp-digital-
scholarship-in-asian-studies)

Feb 1, 2021

Commentary | Kavita Daiya,
Empowerment, Entrepreneurship, and
Transnational Dialogue: Reframing South
Asian Textile Arts
(/commentary/2021/2/1/commentary-
kavita-daiya-empowerment-
entrepreneurship-and-transnational-
dialogue-reframing-south-asian-textile-
arts)

Feb 1, 2021

January 2021 (/commentary?
month=01-2021)

Commentary | Nick Kapur, When
Revolutions Fail
(/commentary/2021/1/20/20211-
nick-kapur-when-revolutions-fail)

Jan 20, 2021

December 2020
(/commentary2month=12-
2020)

2020.13: Sharon J. Yoon, The Elusive
Promise of Migration: The Experiences of
South Korean Business Owners in Beijing
(/commentary/2020/12/2/202013-
sharon-j-yoon-the-elusive-promise-of-
migration-the-experiences-of-south-
korean-business-owners-in-beijing)

Dec 2, 2020

September 2020
(/commentary2month=09-
2020)

2020.12: Asantha Senevirathna, Sino-
Indian Rivalry and the Port of Colombo:
Geopolitical Implications for Sri Lanka
(/commentary/2020/9/21/202012-
asantha-senevirathna-sino-indian-rivalry-
and-the-port-of-colombo-geopolitical-
implications-for-sri-lanka)

Sep 21, 2020

2020.11: Nicholas Witkowski,
Challenging the Erasure of
Low-/Outcaste Agency in South Asian
Historiography: Constructing a Guerrilla
Hermeneutics of the Dharmasastra
(/commentary/2020,/9/20/202011-
nicholas-witkowski-challenging-the -
erasure-of-low-outcaste-agency-in-south-
asian-historiography-constructing-a-
guerrilla-hermeneutics-of-the-dharmastra)
Sep 20, 2020

2020.10: Julia M. Lau, Pandemic Politics,
Progress, and Pain: Southeast Asia’s
Covid-19 Fight
(/commentary/2020/9/20/202010-
julia-m-lau-pandemic-politics-progress-
and-pain-southeast-asias-covid- 19-fight)
Sep 20, 2020

2020.9: Ankushi Mitra, Into the Corona
Bomb: The Making of a Migration Crisis
in South Asia
(/commentary/2020/9/17 /20209-
ankushi-mitra-into-the-corona-bomb-the -
making-of-a-migration-crisis-in-south-
asia)

Sep 17,2020

July 2020 (/commentary?
month=07-2020)

2020.8: Shruti Sharma, COVID-19 and
Cricket: Playing with the Contagion
and/of Caste
(/commentary/2020/7/13/20208-
shruti-sharma-covid- 19-and-cricket-
playing-with-the-contagion-andof-caste)

Jul 13,2020
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June 2020 (/commentary?
month=06-2020)

2020.7: Aditya Ranjan Pathak and Jahnu
Bharadwaj: The Dehing Patkai Rainforest
and Coal Mining in Northeastern India
(/commentary/2020/6/19/20207-
aditya-ranjan-pathak-and-jahnu-
bharadwaj-the-dehing-patkai-rainforest-
and-coal-mining-in-northeastern-india)

Jun 19, 2020

May 2020 (/commentary?
month=05-2020)

2020.6: Peter Van Ness, Loser-in-Chief
Donald J. Trump
(/commentary/2020/5/28/20206-
peter-van-ness-loser-in-chief-donald-j-
trump)

May 28, 2020

March 2020 (/commentary?
month=03-2020)

2020.5: Myungiji Yang, Reflections on
Studying Far-Right Activism in South
Korea
(/commentary/2020/3/6,/20205-
myungji-yang-reflections-on-study-the-
far-right-activism-in-south-korea)

Mar 6, 2020

February 2020
(/commentary2month=02-
2020)

2020.4: Wenijing Liv, The Implications of
Dating Websites for Leftover Women in
China
(/commentary/2020/2/14/20204-
wenjing-liu-the-implications-of-dating-
websites-for-leftover-women-in-china)
Feb 14, 2020

January 2020 (/commentary?
month=01-2020)

2020.3: JR Sumana and Lewlyn LR
Rodrigues, Solid Waste Disposal Habits
of Urban India: Behavior Change or
Changing Behavior?
(/commentary/2020/1/31/20203-jr-
sumana-and-lewlyn-Ir-rodrigues-solid-
waste-disposal-habits-of-urban-india-
behavior-change-or-changing-behavior)

Jan 31, 2020

2020.2: Asoka Bandarage, The
Controversial Millennium Challenge
Corporation Compact and Sri Lanka

(/commentary/2020/1/21/20202-
asoka-bandarage-the-controversial-
millennium-challenge-corporation-
compact-and-sri-lanka-
nbspnbspnbspnbspnbspnbspnbspnbspnbsg
Jan 21, 2020

2020.1: Nicolas El Haik-Wagner, Selling
Baguettes and Marketing Romanticism in
Contemporary China
(/commentary/2020/1/6/20201-
nicolas-el-haik-wagner-selling-baguettes-
and-marketing-romanticism-in-
contemporary-china)

Jan 6, 2020

December 2019
(/commentary2month=12-

2019)

2019.26: Jamie Zhao, Queer TV China as
an Area of Critical Scholarly Inquiry in
the 2010s
(/commentary/2019/12/25/201926-
jamie-zhao-queer-tv-china-as-an-area-
of-critical-scholarly-inquiry-in-the-2010s)
Dec 25, 2019

2019.25: Johanna O. Zulueta: The Aging
Other: Older Migrants in Today’s Japan
(/commentary/2019/12/8/201925-
johanna-o-zulueta-the-aging-other-
older-migrants-in-todays-japan)

Dec 8, 2019

2019.24: Ben Whaley: What | Write
About When | Write About Gaming
(/commentary/2019/12/3/201924-
ben-whaley-what-i-write-about-when-i-
write-about-gaming)

Dec 3, 2019

November 2019
(/commentary2month=11-

2019)

2019.23: Aasim Sajjad Akhtar, When a
Movement Stops Moving: The Okara
Peasant Struggle Twenty Years On
(/commentary/2019/11/19/201923-
aasim-sajjad-ahktar-when-a-movement-
stops-moving-the -okara-peasant-
struggle-twenty-years-on)

Nov 19, 2019

2019.22: Thomas Patton: The
Ethnographer and the Charlatan
(/commentary/2019/11/6/201922-
thomas-patton-the-ethnographer-and-
the-charlatan)

Nov 6, 2019

October 2019 (/commentary?
month=10-2019)

2019.21: Francis L. F. Lee: On
Radicalization in the Anti-Extradition Bill
Movement in Hong Kong
(/commentary/2019/10/15/201921-
francis-I-f-lee-on-radicalization-in-the -
anti-extradition-bill-movement-in-hong-
kong)

Oct 15, 2019

2019.20: Delfi Chinnappan: Digitally
Mediated Hijra Identity: The Case of the 6
Pack Band
(/commentary/2019/10/7/201920-
delfi-chinnappan-digitally-mediated-
hijra-identity-the-case-of-the-6-pack-
band)

Oct 7, 2019

September 2019
(/commentary2month=09-
2019)

2019.19: Samyak Ghosh and Suraj
Gogoi, "Jyotiprasad Agarwala and
Twentieth-Century Assamese Political
Thought"
(/commentary/2019/9/1/201919-
samyak-ghosh-and-suraj-gogoi-
jyotiprasad-agarwala-and-twentieth-
century-assamese-political-thought)
Sep 1, 2019

2019.18: Sanchita Srivastava, "A Note on
the Everyday Construction of Hindutva in
the Context of Social Media in India"
(/commentary/2019/9/1/201918-
sanchita-srivastava-a-note-on-the -
everyday-construction-of-hindutva-in-
the-context-of-social-media-in-india)

Sep 1, 2019
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August 2019 (/commentary?
month=08-2019)

2019.17: Understanding what is
Happening in Xinjiang: An Interview with
Sean Roberts
(/commentary/2019/8/16,/201917-
understanding-what-is-happening-in-
xinjiang-an-interview-with-sean-roberts)
Aug 16, 2019

July 2019 (/commentary?
month=07-2019)

2019.16: Dyotana Banerjee, "Reading a
Dalit Movement through Social Media:
Limits and Possibilities"
(/commentary/2019/7/31/201916-
dyotana-banerjee-reading-a-dalit-
movement-through-social-media-limits-
and-possibilities)

Jul 31, 2019

2019.15: Ajmal Khan, "Understanding the
Nuclear State in India: Experience from
Kudankulam and Jaitapur Nuclear Power
Projects"
(/commentary/2019/7/15/201915-
ajmal-khan-understanding-the-nuclear-
state-in-india-experience-from-
kudankulam-and-jaitapur-nuclear-power-
projects)

Jul 15, 2019

June 2019 (/commentary?
month=06-2019)

2019.14: Jahnu Bharadwaij, "Archival
Research as Fieldwork: Reflections on a
Small Government Archive in Assam"
(/commentary/2019/6/27 /201914-
jahnu-bharadwaij-archival-research-as-
fieldwork-reflections-on-a-small-
government-ar-chive-in-assam)

Jun 27, 2019

2019.13: Wayne E. Arnold, "Japan Field
Research on Henry Miller"
(/commentary/2019/6/5/wayne-e-
arnold-japan-field-research-on-henry-
miller)

Jun 5, 2019

May 2019 (/commentary?
month=05-2019)

2019.12: Asoka Bandarage, "The Easter
Attacks and Geopolitical Conflict in Sri
Lanka"
(/commentary/2019/5/16,/201912-
asoka-bandarage-the-easter-attacks-
and-geopolitical-conflict-in-sri-lanka)
May 16, 2019

2019.11: Samuel H. Bass, "Notes on
Encountering Slavery Skepticism in
Mongolia"
(/commentary/2019/5/9/201911-
samuel-h-bass-notes-on-encountering-
slavery-skepticism-in-mongolia)

May 9, 2019

2019.10: Abdillah Noh, Malaysia One
Year After: An Interview with Tan Sri Syed
Hamid Albar
(/commentary/2019/5/4/201910-
abdillah-noh-malaysia-one-year-after-
an-interview-with-tan-sri-syed-hamid-
albar)

May 4, 2019

April 2019 (/commentary?
month=04-2019)

2019.9: The Future of the Mekong River:
An Interview with Brian Eyler
(/commentary/2019 /4 /23 /brian-
eyler-the-future-of-the-mekong-river)

Apr 23, 2019

2019.8: Moss Roberts, "Rethinking U.S.
Sinophobia"
(/commentary/2019/4/23/moss-
roberts-rethinking-us-sinophobia)

Apr 23, 2019

March 2019 (/commentary?
month=03-2019)

2019.7: Gareth Porter, "How the U.S.
Navy Sold the Vietham War"
(/commentary/2019/3/31/gareth-
porter-how-the-us-navy-sold-the -
vietnam-war)

Mar 31, 2019

2019.6: Dave Paulson, "Livestream in the
Context of Ethnographic Fieldwork: A
New Media Literacy"
(/commentary/2019/3/31/dave-
paulson-livestream-in-the -context-of-
ethnographic-fieldwork-a-new-media-
literacy)

Mar 31, 2019

2019.5: James D. Seymour, "Hong Kong
Nears lts Half Way Point"
(/commentary/2019/3/15/james-d-
seymour-hong-kong-nears-its-half-way-
point)

Mar 15, 2019

2019.4: Amanda Lanzillo, "Archival
Research as Fieldwork: Reflections on
Small and Under-utilized Indian Archives"
(/commentary/2019/3/15/amanda-
lanzillo-archival-research-as-fieldwork-
reflections-on-small-and-underutilized-
indian-archives)

Mar 15, 2019

February 2019
(/commentary2month=02-
2019)

2019.3: Richard Kagan, A Review of
Sophie Mclntyre’s Imagining Taiwan: The
Role of Art in Taiwan’s Quest for Identity
(1987-2010). Brill Press, 2018.
(/commentary/2019/2/15 /richard-
kagan-a-review-of-sophie-mcintyres-
imagining-taiwan-the-role-of-art-in-
taiwans-quest-for-identity-1987-2010-
brill-press-2018)

Feb 15, 2019

2019.2: Sergei O. Kurbanov, "The Trump-
Kim Summit: A Win-Win Lottery or Step
Forward?"

(/commentary/2019/2/14 /the-trump-
kim-summit-a-win-win-lottery-or-step-
forward-sergei-o-kurbanov)

Feb 14, 2019

2019.1: Asoka Bandarage, "The Demise
of Sri Lanka's Independence"
(/commentary/2019/2/10/the-
demise-of-sri-lankas-independence)
Feb 10, 2019
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December 2018
(/commentary2month=12-

2018)

Moss Roberts, Korean Conundrums
(/commentary/2018,/12/10/korean-
conundrums)

Dec 10, 2018

Information for CAS Commentary Board Contributors

Critical Asian Studies is committed to critiquing the status quo, challenging received scholarly narratives, and confronting the field of Asian Studies
as a whole. On the Commentary Baord, we are excited to publish Op-Eds and Commentary pieces that offer a critical perspective on
contemporary affairs in the Asian region, photographic essays, letters to the editor, and other original material that reflects the aspirations and
goals set forth in our Statement of Purpose (https://criticalasianstudies.org/about). Please see below for additional details on types of essays and

formatting guidelines:

* Notes from the Field

These short pieces, typically between 1,500 and 5,000 words, describe an aspect of the author’s ongoing research project. This typically

will be a small part of a much larger project, and describe contingent findings, emerging questions, or field experiences.

¢ Commentaries

A commentary is a learned opinion piece that may or may not be footnoted and evidence-based. The author will offer a clear and concise
perspective on a social, cultural, political, or economic issue of the day, one which speaks to larger questions. Commentaries usually are
between 1,000 and 1,500 words.
Formatting
All Commentary Board contributions should be styled like Op-Eds or editorial essays rather than research articles, making strong arguments in
clear, concise language. Essays do not need a lengthy literature or historiographical review, and should avoid footnotes. References to recent news
stories are encouraged, and should be linked to original sources.

Publication Process

After submission, all Commentary Board essays are reviewed by Digital Media Editor Dr. Tristan R. Grunow. Selected essays will be undergo copy-

editing prior to publication. Commentary Board pieces are not formally peer-reviewed. Upon publication, a DOI will be issued for all contributions.

For further inquiries or to submit an essay for consideration, please email CAS Commentary Board editor Dr. Tristan R. Grunow at

digital.criticalasianstudies@gmail.com (mailto:digital.criticalasianstudies@gmail.com) or fill out the form below:
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