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Abstract

The growth of Chinese—foreign marriage in the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
since 1979 is a largely unexplored phenomenon. This thesis fills part of the gap in
the academic literature by examining legal regulations, government statistics and
media presentations of Chinese—foreign marriage in the PRC between 1979 and
2011. Legal documents and government statistics are analyzed to identify
different types of Chinese—foreign marriages, changing rates of marriage and
divorce, and changes in the demographic composition of Chinese—foreign
marriages over the last three decades. A discourse analysis of over 500 print and
online media reports, 57 television documentaries, and 20 television talk show
programs, reveals the changing motivations, mate selection preferences, gender
relations, and patterns of marriage-related mobility, that are associated with
Chinese—foreign marriages and divorces today. In examining how China’s media
have presented the phenomenon of Chinese—foreign marriage in the reform-era,
the thesis sheds light on both processes of social change and current imaginings of

China’s position in the world.
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