














1 Map of north-east India sourced from http://www.facebook.com/Vintage.Sikkim?fref=ts 
Map of Sikkim including Dzongú sourced from www.weepingsikkim.blogspot.com 



 
 
2 Nature magazine, vol 492, Issue 7492, 5 Dec 2012   
http://www.nature.com/news/flood-of-protest-hits-indian-dams-1.11932 

















3 Adivasis is the collective name used to describe the ethnic and tribal people who are the indigenous 
peoples of India. 















 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













4 Dr Heleen Plasier’s website www.lepcha.info has a comprehensive and up-to-date bibliography of 
Lepcha literature.  







5 Buddhist and Hindu rituals can take several days and typically involve more than one service.  They 
involve many expenses: food, transport, and remuneration for priests. 







6http://www.darjeelingdiocese.net/parishes/ has a list of each church and its priest.  Several have 
Lepcha names (accessed 18/9/10) 



7 Outside means away from local community and the Darjeeling district.  The terms ‘outside’ or ‘out’ 
are frequently used to describe people who have worked or been educated elsewhere – probably 
Kolkata, Delhi, Mumbai or other large Indian cities – and return home with some worldliness. 



8 Extract from a Lepcha story, written by Lawrence Sitling-Rong and given to the author in April 2006. 





9 Also called zongú, zónggú, Jongu 







10 Puja is a Hindi word meaning prayer or ritual. 
11 A gonpa is a Buddhist monastery 



12 Chungden Turzed Lepcha’s origin story was recorded by the author in 4th Mile on 7 April 2006 
 



13 Panchayat is the local government, village administration. 







14 Chapatis are flat round bread-like patties. 
15 Chindemu’s nephew, Sonam Rinchen Lepcha told me about her reputation for tracking family 
relationships through stories. 





16 Lachenpas are people from Lachen in North Sikkim 







17 Several young ACT members told me this, especially those who had moved from Dzongú to 
Gangtok. 



18 Old Sikkim included the Darjeeling district, which is now part of the neighbouring state of West 
Bengal.  I include some Lepcha narratives from that district for in Lepcha society, the border – from a 
cultural perspective – does not exist. 





19 Fadongthing is also known as Tukbothing and Tasheything. 



20 I have heard different fragments of this story which I have drawn on here.  I have drawn from SM Lepcha’s 
narrative, the work of KP Tamsang and the story related on the website for North Sikkim 
http://northsikkim.nic.in/html/namsoong.htm (accessed 15 January 2011) 









21 Mútuncí róngkup means children of the Rong. Aachuley is a Lepcha word which is used to show approval, 
agreement, pride, celebration and on 12 December; all of those things and unity.  It is loosely translated as ‘hail to 
the Himalayas.’ 



22Mantra, (2003), Mantra, pub. Indreni Audio Centre, Kathmandu. 



 



 







23 Forestry Minister sometimes referred to as Environment Minister 



24 A thanka is a Buddhist religious painting – see Appendix A for the image of Rigzin Tsa-Sum thanka 





 The identifying of local deities is not always consistent. Many original local deities have been 
integrated into Buddhism, even if still worshipped as a ‘local’ deity. In many cases famous Tibetan 
names have been pasted onto Lepcha/Bhutia local deities as a way of elevating them. Plus, some are 
only general classes of beings (Naga, Mamo) while others have precise identities, localities and 
histories. Some are even deified ancestors. Anna Balikci’s book, Lamas, Shamans and Ancestors. 
Village Religion in Sikkim, offers deep insight into village religion in Sikkim:  

 



26 Guru Padmasambhava is also known as Guru Rinpoche and Guru Padmakara. 
27 Letter from Athup Lepcha, President ACT to the Chief Minister of Sikkim, 16 August 2007 





28 This story was informed by conversations with Lepchas and published sources: Wangchuk & Zulca, 
Khangchendzonga, Sacred Summit, pub. Pema Wanchuk, 2007, p. 54; Risley H H, The Gazetteer of 
Sikhim, (fp 1928), Low Price Publications, Delhi, 2001, p 8-9  



29 A Buddhist monument acknowledging the Buddha or the spirit of a deceased person. It usually 
contains offerings to the gods and the ashes of the deceased. Also known as a stupa.  



Ranjan Gupta noted that the parity formula was ‘bitterly resented’ by the Nepali Sikkimese for a 
successful candidate for the State Council had to obtain a minimum of 15% of the votes from a 
community other than his own. In addition, under the election rule proclaimed in March 1953, the 
Sikkim Council consisted of six Nepalese members, six Bhutias and Lepchas and five members 
nominated by the Chogyal ‘in his discretion’. Gupta R, The Merger with India, Asian Survey, Vol 15, 
No 9, September 1975: 786–798



 



31 There are different versions of the story.  I have heard that Changzad Karwang was known as Satrajit 
and fought the Nepalese.  In Lyangsong Tamsang’s version published in Auchuley magazine in 2007, 
Chandzed Chotup is referred to as Changzad Tshoop Thoop. Halfdan Siiger in Lepcha Land, tells a 
different version of this history.  Using the Gazetteer of Sikkim (Risley: 1894) as his source, he says 
Changzed Karwang, a Lepcha minister in the court of the fifth Maharaja was really a slave, though his 
mother said that he was the illegitimate son of the Raja. He attained greatness in Sikkim and it was his 
son, Changzed Chothup, who distinguished himself in 17 battles against the Nepalese during the 1770s 
and was given the Lepcha honorific name of Athing to commemorate the victories. What is not in 
doubt is that Changzad Karwang was a great Lepcha warrior and protector of Sikkim. 









32 Email to Kerry Little from Dawa Lepcha dated 3 January 2010 



33 Gyalmo means Queen 
34 The first Namgyal Chogyal of Sikkim was Phuntsok Namgyal who was crowned in 1642.  





35 Article 371F was inserted into the Constitution of India in 1975 when Sikkim became the 22nd state 
of India.  It is designed to protect the old laws of Sikkim and the rights of Sikkimese people.  Article 
371F also provides that the Government of Sikkim shall have special responsibility for peace and for 
an equitable arrangement for ensuring the social and economic advancement of different sections of the 
population of Sikkim and in the discharge of his special responsibility under this clause, the Governor 
of Sikkim shall, subject to such directions as the President may, from time to time, deem fit to issue, act 
in his discretion. http://www.answers.com/topic/constitution-of-india-part-xxi 
36 Data on Sikkim population was obtained from the State Socio Economic Census, 2006, pub: 
Department of Economics, Statistics, Monitoring & Evaluation, Government of Sikkim p 61. 



37 Article 371F also provides that the Government of Sikkim shall have special responsibility for peace 
and for an equitable arrangement for ensuring the social and economic advancement of different 
sections of the population of Sikkim and in the discharge of his special responsibility under this clause, 
the Governor of Sikkim shall, subject to such directions as the President may, from time to time, deem fit to issue, 
act in his discretion. http://www.answers.com/topic/constitution-of-india-part-xxi 

38 Letter to Sonia Gandhi sent 25 October 2006 by SIBLAC 
39 Sang are burned conifer leaves 



40 
http://www.pawanchamling.org/pages/books/English/PrespectiveDreams/sikkimperspectivesandvision.
pdf (accessed 12 January 2011) 
41 A momo is a steamed or friend dumpling, filled with either spinach and cheese, beef, or chicken. 





 

42 The Statue of Unity in Gangtok is the same as the statue in Kabi Longstock, that commemorates the 
treaty between the Lepcha and Bhutia leaders and the creation of the Kingdom of Sikkim. 
43 The terms lakh (100,000) and crore (10,000,000) are used in Indian English and Pakistani English to 
express large numbers. For example, in India 150,000 rupees becomes 1.5 lakh rupees, written as 
1,50,000 or INR 1,50,000; 30,000,000 (thirty million) rupees becomes 3 crore rupees, written as 
3,00,00,000 with commas at the thousand, lakh, and crore levels; and 1,000,000,000 (one billion) 
rupees (one hundred crore rupees) is written 1,00,00,00,000. Source: , 
44 Letter from Affected Citizens of Teesta (nd) which is sent to NGOs and interested parties p.4 
45 <http://www.sikkimipr.org/GENERAL/ECONOMY/ECONOMY.HTM> (accessed March 2007) 
More recent news reports (Jan 2008) state the yield is 8,000 MW.



 

Article 371F of the Indian Constitution allows for special provisions with respect to the State of 
Sikkim including that the privileges of the Lepcha-Bhutia groups are assured as minorities, that their 
rights and interest will be protected and that the Government of Sikkim make provision for the number 
of seats in the Legislative Assembly of the State of Sikkim for them and that the Government of 
Sikkim shall have special responsibility for peace and for an equitable arrangement for ensuring the 
social and economic advancement of different sections of the population of Sikkim and in the discharge 
of his special responsibility under this clause, the Governor of Sikkim shall, subject to such directions 
as the President may, from time to time, deem fit to issue, act in his discretion. 
<http://www.answers.com/topic/constitution-of-india-part-xxi> 







47 These quotes of M K Gandhi are published on mkgandhi.org, a joint venture between Gandhi 
Research Foundation and Gandhian Institute Bombay Sarvodaya Mandal.  
http://www.mkgandhi.org/momgandhi/chap36.htm 



48 Several young people told me they were shocked when they learned Tenzing was on hunger strike. 
49 Gandhi, developed the Satyagraha – meaning devotion to truth – as a form of non-violent protest. 



50 Reported in  







51 The bloodstained soil and grass was bought at auction in London for £10,000 in 2012. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/Europe/Grass-with-Gandhi-s-blood-sold-for-10-000-
pounds/Article1-842280.aspx 
 



52 In May 1995, Concerned Citizen of Sikkim staged a hunger strike in Gangtok to protest a dam on the 
Rathong Chu in West Sikkim. For more information: 
http://www.himalmag.com/component/content/article/2934-A-Sikkim-awakening.html (accessed 
24/3/13) 







53 Interview with Dawa Lepcha in Gangtok, 4 December 2006 







 ‘open-up’ 

Dzong , and provide economic and social development, which would help to 

save, not destroy, Lepcha culture (McDui ra 2011, p.90)

54 Member of Legislative Assembly 



55 Sir Tashi Namgyal Memorial Hospital 





56 The ILTA has for many years lobbied the West Bengal and Central Indian governments for 
recognition of Lepcha language in the Darjeeling district and for it to be taught in schools as it is in 
Sikkim. 
57 This is a frequent observation by Gorkhaland supporters who complain that Sikkim receives far 
more funding that they, as part of West Bengal receive. 







58 ACT members told me the doctors had been instructed by the Government to ensure the hunger 
strikers stayed alive. 
59 As at October 2012 there had been three ‘major Mapuche prisoner hunger strikes in three years, 
along with multiple shorter hunger strikes by non-Mapuche students in the last two years. 2010 and 
2011 each saw a Mapuche hunger strike that lasted over eighty days. Both included demands similar to 
those of the strike at hand, such as an end to unjust detention of political prisoners, the total return of 
ancestral land and an end to trials carried out under a tough anti-terrorism law, which hands out harsher 
convictions for crimes than would have otherwise been processed under civil law’. 
http://www.thenation.com/blog/171140/hunger-strike-calls-attention-mapuche-plight-chile# 





60 A person involved with the publication who wishes to remain anonymous related this story to me. I 
found I was able to buy the publication in West Bengal, but not in Sikkim. Newsagents informed me it 
had been withdrawn.  
61 Interview with Dawa Lepcha and Sherap Lepcha at BL House on 29 December 2007. 



 





62 The Lepcha flag was created by the Kalimpong and Darjeeling Lepchas and adopted by ACT during 
the protest.  It is not officially recognised in Sikkim.  
63 Tenzing Lepcha’s diary entry, 21 August 2007. 







64 I attended the media conference and the hospital with Patkar. 

















65 Dawa and Sherap Lepcha were interviewed at BL House in Gangtok, 29 Dec 2007 by the author. 
66 The term ‘victimisation transfer’ is widely used in Sikkim to refer to someone in a government job 
who is transferred away from their family and support networks, presumably because they have said or 
done something that is anti-government.  Many people I spoke to used this term, and many said they 
had not openly supported the activists for fear of being ‘victimised’. 



67 Those on hunger strike referred to her as a milkmaid as she collected milk each morning. 





68 My research assistant for this project was Tenzing Lepcha who asked the questions of young relay 
hunger strikers in Jan-Feb 2010.  I asked three questions that directly related to their experience on 
relay hunger strike.  I asked why they joined the hunger strike, if it changed them in any way, and what 
they had gained and lost from the hunger strike.  They answered the questions 3-4 months after the 
relay hunger strike had ended. 











69 Khame-ri mo or Khame-ri means hello/greeting 



70 Translated by Dawa Lepcha. Another translation of this song by Lepcha leader, Lyangsong Lepcha 
is published in Aauchuley magazine, April 2009, p. 38 under the title: ‘ the Lepchas’ Holy Land.   
 



71 The Lepcha ritual uses the drink made from fermented millet cí, which is the holy drink of the 
Lepchas. 





72 Mútuncí róngkup – beloved children of Rong/nature 
    Ney Mayel Lyang  - pure land of paradise 





 

 





 

 













73 Proposed Gorkhaland map: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gorkhaland_map.jpg 
74 The term Gorkha comes from the Nepalese village Gorkha, the ancestral hometown of Nepal’s former ruling 
royal family. Gorkhas are Nepalese nationals and the name has been adapted by the Indian-Nepalese Gorkhaland 
movement for a separate state in the West Bengal hills.  The movement was very active in the 1980s and recently 
regained prominence.   http://www.m0q.net/Gorkhaland/encyclopedia.htm for an overview and links to further 
reading on the Gorkhaland separatist history and movement.   





 

 

75 My discussion with Gyatso was held at Tingvong on 10 January 2008. 



,

76 There are four types of Apryá Vom: Sawo Apryá Vom – a prayer; Ágo Ányit Aprya Vom – a joyous song;  
Ásyaot-Sam Kyao Apryá Vom – a sad song; and Dungeet Apryá Vom – a patriotic song. Tamsang L, (2008) 
Lepcha Folklore and Folk Songs, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi p. 63 
77 Lyangsong Tamsang lists many other rules for singing Apryá Vom in his book. Tamsang L, (2008) Lepcha 
Folklore and Folk Songs, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi p. 64 





78  



79 Longer versions of this story were told to me by three people – Sherap Lepcha, Pema Lepcha and P 
T Lepcha from Tingvong. Each version I was told was different, however the abstract outlined here is 
consistent across each. 
80 Pema Lepcha explained the ceremony as we watched. 



81 An study on medicine plants of Dzongú can be found at 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2567294/ (accessed 9 April 2011) 













82 Section 144 of the criminal procedure code empowers state-level authorities to declare a state of 
emergency, restrict free assembly, and impose curfews. Officials occasionally use Section 144 to 
prevent demonstrations. Ref: 
http://www.freedomhouse.org/inc/content/pubs/fiw/inc_country_detail.cfm?country=2949&pf 
(accessed 15 Sep 2008) 
83 http://www.derechos.org/saran/bhutan/28.txt (accessed 15 Sep 2008)  



84 This was relayed to me by the editor of weepingsikkim.blogspot, a Nepali-Sikkimese businessman 
who supports the movement against the dams because he believes the size of the developments will be 
bad for Sikkim.  He is frustrated by his unsuccessful attempts to engage his social group, mostly 
educated Nepali-Sikkimese. 



85 ‘Rent-a-crowd’ support is common in Sikkim among Government and Opposition parties who bring 
people in from outside to swell numbers and show support for their position.  I have been in Sikkim 
several times when rallies are held and seen jeeps packed with people brought into areas where a show 
of support is needed. After the Dikchu incident I was told many of the people who were brought into 
the town were not aware of the reason, just that support was needed for the Government. 



86 Sunklong is an old Lepcha spelling for Sangkalang Bridge, the check point.  Lyangsong Tamsang 
when writing about Lepcha matters uses the original Lepcha words which are often not in wide use. 









87 I attended and filmed the ritual. It was translated by Inchung Lepcha who also attended. 



88 I spoke to Phurkit’s mother in Loden Lepcha’s house in Passingdang in December 2009.  Loden Lepcha 
translated. 



89 Tenzing Lepcha explained and translated the ritual to me soon after when we watched my video recordings of 
the event.  It is his narration in italics that is threaded through this section. 



cí cí cí

90 The grains are fermented to make these ceremonial Lepcha drinks  



cí



cí





cí

91 The old woman was permitted to enter the ritual.  This was not properly explained to me other than to explain 
that she was old, and related to Phurit. 



cí



 









92 I interviewed the Tarang Bongthing Atuk Lepcha in his home in Tarang, Lower Dzongu on 7 
January 2009.  His grandson Thendup (Henry) Lepcha translated. 



93 The charges were later dismissed by a magistrate 
94 Information about  Biosphere Reserve http://www.icimod.org/hkhconservationportal/PA.aspx?ID=2 
(accessed 10/9/11) 



 













95 The description of the rituals and translations of comments are from Dawa Lepcha’s film Seasons, 
which he filmed during our time in Puntong.  





96 From my transcript of Phurkit’s ritual translated by Tenzing. 







 

97 Revenue blocks are local sub-divisions of the various districts of the states of India. They are 
governed by Revenue Division Officers (RDO), who undertake key administrative roles including tax 
revenue collection. 















98 This example is not meant to imply that the outcome for all landowners was catastrophic. There were 
also people who sold their land who have not suffered.   



 







99 I interviewed Netuk on 9 January 2009 at his home in Hee Gyathang 
100 Sonam Paljor went on a 28-day hunger strike to protest a proposed dam on the Rathong river, near 
Tashiding monastery in West Sikkim in 1995. 













101 The study identified radical civil rights activists as those who engaged in non-institutional protest 
politics, using the tactics of political confrontation to radically change the racial practices of southern 
institutions.  ACT’s confronting hunger strike, and the impact it had on the state government, is 
comparable in context of the usual political passivity of Sikkimese people.  
102 Fendrich & Lovoy’s study results included: work with others on local problems (83%), contact local 
officials on social issues (87%), go with a group to protest to a public official (83%). 
103 Excerpts and transcripts from the film, The Weather Underground. 
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/weatherunderground/today.html  









104 I edited these posts to improve clarity. 



105 weepingsikkim.blogspot.com 
106 Dawa Lepcha’s email to me dated 21 June 2012 



107 ACT facebook group http://www.facebook.com/groups/228657403831726/ 



108 Interview with Sherap Lepcha in Gangtok, December 2011 



 



 

109 Krantikari Morcha means revolutionary front. 



110 Interview at BL House, 16 January 2008 







111 The new economic reform, popularly known as Liberalisation, Privatisation and Globalisation (LPG 
model) is aimed at making the Indian economy the fastest growing economy and globally competitive.  
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/industry-article/8/738/impact-of-globalization1.asp 
112 http://www.google.com.au/ search conducted on 15 February 2013 





113 http://www.ga.gov.au/hazards/earthquakes/earthquake-basics/causes.html 
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