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Abstract 

Employing Michael Porter’s theory of national competitive advantage, the thesis 

studies the cross-border education practice between Australia and China as an 

outcome of increasing economic globalization and internationalization of education. It 

identifies the strength, problems and challenges facing both China and Australia’s 

national competitive advantage of cross-border education.  

 

Along with rapid development and competition of cross-border education worldwide, 

the competitive advantage of Australia is increasingly challenged by competitions 

from other countries. It is the common understanding among all the stakeholders in 

Australia that immediate actions need to be taken to reinforce its competitive 

advantages.  

 

As one of the most important emerging economies in the world, China possessed a 

huge market for cross-border education. Various kinds of cross-border educational 

programmes are operating at Chinese higher educational institutions. The market is 

very dynamic and competitive. In the mean time, it is also a diversified and 

unregulated market. The thesis examined China’s national policies, strategies and 

practices responding burgeoning cross-border education activities in China.  

 

With a tentative analysis of cross-border education programmes between China and 

Australia, the thesis explicated reasons for the declining of Australia’s national 

competitiveness in cross-border education. It also put forward related suggestions to 

both China and Australia to take effective measures to increase the profile of their 

national competitiveness in the field of cross-border education.  

 

Key words: cross-border education, national competitive advantage, globalization, 

national strategy, solution 



 
 

 
 

Summary of Research 

 

The thesis studies the cross-border education between Australia and China in the 

framework of Michael Porter’s theory of national competitive advantage. Problems, 

challenges and opportunities in cross-border education for both countries were 

identified.  
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