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Abstract 

Applying the theory of sustainable development and other relevant theories, this thesis 

provides both qualitative and quantitative analysises on the development of the coal 

industry in Inner Mongolia in a systematic way. The thesis identifies the comparative 

advantages for the sustainable development of the coal industry in Inner Mongolia in 

the areas of resources, geography and solid industrial foundation, as well as the 

disadvantages such as low efficiency, high environmental pressure, poor 

transportation system and inadequate institutions; the thesis also provides a 

copmplehensive assessment of the impact of the coal industry in Inner Mongolia on 

the environment and the constraints on the industrial development. At the same time, 

the thesis explores the related issues of the transformation of the coal cities in Inner 

Mongolia, which are facing the predicaments of diminishing resources, shrinking 

industries, structural unemployment and deteriorating ecology. 

 

Based on both imperical and theoretical analysises, the thesis goes a step further to 

offer some pratical development strategies and policy recommendations. The thesis 

argues that Inner Mongolia should strive for an optimal industrial structure based on 

the combination of a circulatory system and the development of the deep-pressing 

industries around the coal industry, including electricity generation and transmission; 

and that both the Central and local governments should pursue the policy to develop 

Inner Mongolia as a strategic energy base in supplying energy for north and north-east 

China. In terms of the transformation of the coal cities in Inner Mongolia, the thesis 

proposes a comprehensive approach and optimal models in effectively dealing with 

resources exploitation, economic development, social security and environmental 

protection in a coordinated manner.     
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