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Comilla :J;nkﬂdf (372 Story I :
Reinforcement Y, . .

Wheb their supply of hand grenqdes rgd short & resourceful
‘Eton schoolbéy with a Reinforcemfent Cﬁmp made fresh ones
from old cig:rette tins to 2::;L:§e Japs at Kanglatonghbi,
writes an Indian Army Observer.

Capt.(now Major)E.I.Hamilton Purkes,R.E., used 2§Z§éy
tPlayers' tins #ith a large cuentity of broken glass 2nd
'ge;ingnite to make his grenades which hud a deadlp effect
on the Japs. .

ends note: home address not availlable
loc&l.‘.y .
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Reinforcemsht Story 2

Beginx
Carrying with them lorge quantit es of ammunition, stores
of nearly 2300 men
and rations, a Reinforcement Camp/moved witnin 24 hoursf mfx
1nlntxtnsx;xixxx to take up mew defence positions nedrly seven
miles away at Kanglatongbi and within dnotlier 24 hours moved
agyin to another Posittnn ’ Mere they inflicted heavg‘ casualties
-on the enemy who attacked them, writes an Indian Army Obsecrver.

After keeping viglil every night for nearly a week and
working throughout the day, Reinforcement Camp No.20 Gt MS IIO
received orders at 2200 hours on March 31 to move and t:=ke up
new defence positions at Kanglutongbi.neurly seven miles away.
It was a pitech dark night and no lights could be used owing xxm
to the near proximity of the Japs. Wor«ing the whole might and
the following day, British cnd Indian Sikns, Mahrattas and
Madrasis,assisted in evcacuating nearly ISO tons of stores,
reserve rftion for I4 days for the 2300 mem and large quantities.
of ammunition including 3000 ¥ 3" mort:r bombs mmuxx and a
quarter million rounds leaving nothing to the ememy. All bunkers
and defensive positions were completely destroyed.

Within another 24 hours they had to move to new defensive
positions mhere they were attacked by Xkm a strong force of the
enemy. All combgqtants aﬁd non-combutantd Who normally compose
a reinforcement camp where troops recelve the final "battle
course™ before being sent to fighting units in the front.line
Joined together and inflicted heavy cgsualties on time att cking
enemy .

Major Norman Sinclair,7th. Baluch,educated in Holland
where he was working formerly in & steel firm and whose Wife
lives in Karuchl, for the first time in action was in command
of the SE sector of the box and inflicted laurge Sasgalties on
the enemy.He toned up and maintained the fire éi;;;b lm:ent
a high level after an initial bad sturt since most of tile troops



= 8tory 2(Cont.)

were seeing action for thé first time. In addition to ergamising
and sending out patrols, Major Sinclair was the last man to lewve
the pesition wheﬁ they later withdrew umimr remaining behind to
see that everything was scorched.

Lt. David (Sparkes) Calcutty I3th. Frontier Force
Rifles, of 93, Gypsy Lane, He:dington, Oxford, asnd xxmxxxs also
a commando who took part in the Luftwaffen naval engngement, led
a party of Mahrattes into the perimeterg of the NW sectddr which
the Japs attacked and killed nearly 20 of the enemy. Our tanks zlso
actounted for a number of Japs. Finally he threw the enemy out
capturing a Jap LMG and two swords covered with blood.

A few Japs foraging for food near thec Engineers
Officerst' Mefs were killed ;ndziwo more who were lurkiig ne4ar the.
BOR mess, one gawe himself up and the ohblier was killed i&ter.

ends v OB
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Sethuram Story 3

How he and his men on three successivedy dark nights

. in response
did not give away their position,to the wiles ofthe Japs who came
within 100 yards of his position only to move awayx in another
direction to attack a different spot was the story Xaxm related to
me by Capt, G.Sethuram, 3rd, Madras Regiment, of Odayur village,
Chidambaram taluk, South Arcot district, writes an Indian Army
Observer, Capt, Sethuram graduated from the Presidency College, Madrac<

On April 4, Capt, Sethuram was defending an I.G,H, area
with 150 Madrasis, all reinforcements to the 3rd, Madr:s Regiment on
their way to Join their battalion, In the night after he had ordered
his men to stand to, at about 0130 hours red tracers came in their
direction from about 300 yards in the north, completely illuminating
the dark sky, They kept quiet and for the}?ﬁggguaaurs more fllares
skxrkmd appeared from every other direction in tmmm,"This led me to
believe th:t the enemy w: s all round us but since we had kept quiet
they didn't spot us, The patrols I sent out at dawn could not find
the enemy and they must have dilsappeared into the Jjungles®,

The next night he and his men were defending the southern
sector of the Garrison Engineer's area at Kanglatongbi when at about
0200 hours the Japs began their attack, Using a nullah in front of his
pogition as a wovered approach, the enemy, nearly a platoon strong,
attacked from behind in small parties, The mpikkhxdarkmezxxwxx silence
of the pitch dark night was disturbed by their 2" mortar fire and
machine gun fire and éﬁ;i} shouts which lasted the whole time,"We did
not open fire as we could not see them, Since we were in bunkers am
trenches their fire did not cause us any harm and as we kept guiet
the Japs who came within 100 yards of us moved away to attack another
position®,

Again the next day when the enemy attacked his pesition
early in the morning in pouring rain, Capt, Sethuram and his men had
been standing to for hhe whole nighf, A party of 30 or 40 Japs

ancortoin Aesposions 6
approached from the nullah firing at ranébm and on all sidegt When
the enemy came to within 100 yards of them, he and his men who had

been quiet all the while were about to open up when they found that

Ie Cunowng Aoo onea agann olcSafopeared . oandls
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R  Slnmber Story A

A complete nom-ch-lent indifference to enemy firedd. .
wos shotm by a M-dr-si senoy vho went into deer slumber :a,lhou,:._:;h Jon

chells were bursting 11 around him, writes an Indian Army Observer,

Senoy Boddy Jomes Wllish of Mallirula St, Vizasanakom,

wne ond of the 'he~rers! serving in 2 reinforcement .camp whkch was

l . attacked by the enemy ot K."ﬂ..rrlﬂ,tozict‘bi. Not prevared to loese hig
‘ }sleep whatever the Jans might do, tying 2 riece of cloth rolind his
! head in typical Madrasi fashion and keering his officer's landed
nistol eloze to him, Seroy Bllish gstreteched himself and slept
cuietly for the vwhole nicght even though enemy shells =and mowtars
were bursting only 20 y-rds from him, l
| Sepoy Elliah left his school to join the ~vmy =nl is

o cheerful 14 with slways 2 smile on his face. -

ends
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S8ignals Stoxry 6

Devotion to duty in the face of heavy enemy fire was
the example set by a Madrasi lancesnaik of the Indian Sigmaks
and three of his meny writes an Indian Avmy Observer,

~ No.1841 I/Waik V.Anthony, No,12294 Signalman Faquiy
Mohdy N0,61568 Signalmen Sanwar Shsh and No, 56898 Shah Hussain
were gerving with a unit m{.ch was attagked By the Japs at
Eanglatongbl early in April,

U ol e ool & B0 --,t.‘.,,

telephone wire between mb—um and fe
Box HQ was cut by fire frem enemy guns and mortars, In the pitch
daykmess this lanceenaik and his men moving under shell fire

from the enemy and feeling their way over the snapped wirey #
Joined the cut pleces topmether again and established W
They proceeded with their work undeterred even though shells
were bursting all around and very close to them,

Reporting himself to his Co04y the lanceenalk told
him that he and his men wdre prepared to go again in gase of
necessity but a second ooouion‘ﬁ'n' arose as the Japs wete
driven away |

ends
notes Their addresces axe not a.vn.i‘.!.ablo 10&11-3 and may be
had from their devot at Jubbulpere. They have been recommefded
for awards,
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Harpratap Sing Stéry 6

By deeds of persohal valour and gourageous leadership, Iniian
Officersymost of whom have come fresh tﬂ\ Imir colleges, are
m:lntgining the great traditions of the Iy ian Axymy on the Imphal
front, i ﬁz aa Ty

nmmnp ss.ngz.'at. cm;-,ﬁth- first Indian tank

regiment to go into action in this theatre of Sy mf of Daudpury
Lud iana district, He was lecding a troopd of tanks to clear a roade
block on e Tiddim Roads While advare ingwith f Gurkha infantry wmugport
the enemy in entrenched positions attacked them g_htl‘ﬁ-oop P e
came under heayy enemy machine gun anl mortar fipe, It, Hsrpra.tap
Singh brought down the enemy snipers in tle trees and doltmd nmeneny
bunker, Some of the m viho came close to his tank to dislocate
e vision instruments s ifacciniemr were mn?i‘n enemy attempts
to use antietank weapons were frustrated, ke e

While withdrawing under orders because of/increasing darke
ness of the night he and his troop vere ambushed by a party of ths
enemy at a curve further dom the roads They killed 15 Japs awd =
rescued under heavy fire from the enemy two wounded @urkhas vwho were Xx
lying right across fhe road,

When h&g troop wentagain the next ﬂll d.nv m the road
& enemy had diseppeared but had laid trees and other obstructionsms
am m:lnu on the road vhich they cleared and enabled our supply convoy
to pPasse They then reiiefed the troops who were held up by this roade
block, : ‘

Lt, Ké.rpratap S8ingh graduated from the Governmemmt College,

Iudhiana,
ends
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DilJit Singh

The 24th, of May witnessed a gallant young Sikh officer
the
leading the Rajputs in a b et attack on x strong Jap position

of Shinam o8 the (fo:turd)Gibraktarson the Palel Read,

Lt, Diljit Singh Randhawa,6th, Rajputana Rifles, of Chak No.
66/12L, district Montgomery, was in the forefront of ;;Q bayonet
attack on tﬁ; knife-edged ridge where the Japs were entrenched,
The enemy were concentrating fire from their machiq&ftun posts on
the higher slopes of the ridge, The Rajputs who had to c¢limb the
slope suffered early casualties but Lt, Diljit Singh undaunted
went ahead and when withing a couple of yards rron.an enemy quxummJi;
postamd threw two hand grenades into it uirhi.chff?ﬂibiodmgd two Japs. 5g
All the while he was covered by LMG fére from another section of
the Rajputs from beljind, Four Japs who came from his right té

O b sinusd Aot Wy S0 Rafysh 200 et Ri1Tek,

Very far ahead of his men, he advanced further, The next
few moments were dramatic, He,and a Jap were facing each other
only a few yards between them, Thelr eyes gleaming they had a full
measure of each other from top to toe, " It was Xkm a tense moment
for me", said Lt., Diljit Singh describing the incident to me in

" The Jap beckoned tdme with his finger but Isaid!Tairo!,
the hosi ital where he is recovering from his woundsz_‘ he ne
thing I did instinctively was to throw my remaining two hand
grenades at him, I could not see the result as I was injured
immediatély but I am sure I did not miss the park"

Whila‘having his field dressing, Lt. Diljit.ainsh regquested
his C.0, to send him again to have a crack at the Japs but it was
not granted, However his men cleared the position of Japs and
held it, In addition to large enemy casualties,part of the boo$y
were two Jap LMGs,

Lt, Diljit Singh graduated from the Foreman Chrisitan College

Lahore, ends
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Guerillas 8 tory 1D

Surprised by a guerilla platoen of the 14th Punjab Rafiment; a
withdrewlog paxty of 5O Japs on the Kohima Read went besck after loctwuatix
being badly shaken, writes an Indian Army Observer, |

While withdrawing north up the road this enemy padty bumped in the
durkness Jmkw of the night into one of our forward positions a couplemt
of days ago, Our troope opened fire irmediadely =nd scattersd them, Next
morning vhen a ﬁ@ting\pa?ml went to look for the result, they fourdd them
in a millsh Below the woad, Ourtiroops engaged them and killed 14 besides
wounding 20 move, The rest of the enemy? fled lesving bahind ome WG one Lil3,
grenade dishargers,?5 mm shells ond theiy wiveless set and telerhonss,

- The same Punjebi guerilla platoon killed snothe® s 10 Faps the
next dsy in the seme aresm who were also moving up the yoad,
ends



i - T "_'-l_‘-"-'_' -3 e, 2 x"‘*‘- —

YanisIndian Army Observer _
m\uﬂ.sﬁ June %44
vers Stoxy 11

Working wight up to the front on the Tiddim Road, eight drivers
of & m_&fg’u’m company of the ReIsA.SeCepgoming from differ-
ent parts of India, saved all their vehicles from the enemy who wewe
close on their heels even though their tyres were flat and their
Wdrmliq brakes raﬁaed to work because of ths damage dug to enepy
shelling, ' |

Under the wormand of Lt. CeBoKayumbayya of SidapuryCoorg and
fomexrly of the Wizam State Railways,Sedunderabad, these men showdd

~devotion to duty wixidm removing as many vehicles as possible when
ong uc our positions was being evacuated owing to heavy artillery and
mrbarﬁmfmtheemw.ItmadmmghtandMamm
the enemy firing these drimu started their vehicles but the fire
opened up =gain soms as soon as the sound of starting naehéad them,
Dus to shelling tyres ran fluty hydraulfe brakes refused to function
anfl the engines would not stert, Remnining cpol and calm they succeeds
ed in rescuing all the vehicles leaving none Prodiooaange behind,
The drivers wor2sMTS 053447 Mk Mahadev Shivi8 cf Phcoing,Satara Distriotg
uPS 928274 I/Nk, Khader Hussain Khany Decceni Iuslim of Chilkelgudae
Secunderabody MIS 755020 Sepey K.Beb John of Dig Mnajeed St., Wallajapet,
Toxth Avoct districtglls 028612 Sep, Basveni Melkalki of Hukerls Belgaon
distrietjiTs 988008 Sepoy Muswain Kbsn Pathen of Upall Buxj, Bijapur
disté LobETS 734464 Sepoy Gurpadapps Wirbagl of Muwbegl, district
Bijapur andlﬂs 8854'!4 Sepoy Vemanarxi of ruakom:m:nu.mtamr
districl,
e  Mowe strange Wwas the adventurs of their oeﬁwéniﬂ UrS 929024
. Haik J.Jesurctnam of ThandalamyChingleput district, Who saved his
vahicle mmimerabeeockigoor with a resourceful memory, During the enemy

shelling his radiator received damage incapacitating it, Having

“ previously seen a damaged vehicle five miles behind on the road

tomd-’tho enemyy he walked bagk alone and personaliy rerm$ving

the radiator from the damaged vehicle, ram back with it to £it it to



. Maid | Story 11(contd.,)

his own vehicle which he d:rove bagk to safety, " I was really worried
and nearly gave him up for 16st when he suddenly turned up with a spare
radiator®, his C.0, sald to me,*There was no more time exsept to smile
becsuse ve understood him immediately and he had saved his vehislesnd
the asgunition it contained®,

3
et >
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Jap Story 12

Dramatic asmusement is proviided by a Jap here and there to

our troops who fight in the rains, knee deep in ﬂaealunh and
mud,

One unarmed Jap approached our post at Chothe in the
Bishenpur area from the south with both his hands in the alilr.
Iosing his nerve at the last moment he tr:l?d to run away dut
he was ghotand killed by our Gurkha troops, ’

ends
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Convoy . Story 13

a party
Nearly 95 dead Japs were counted in an attack by Zkex

12th,Frontier Force Regiment on a Jap econvoy in the Iril Valley,
On 12th,June, this convoy was appreadiimour pbaitim
oo “
from the west and was moving eaat,Our troopz;l eng-ged them and
our artillery inflieted conséder=ble damago..uterr the attack
95 dead Japs =and 55 dead cottle were counted, 20 dead or
wounded Japs were seen being carried awasy, One Jap,five norses
and 15 cattle were ca.ptured.'

The entire convoy is believed to have been cither
destroyed or dispersed,

ends
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Bogina quote he had his namewritten on 1% unquotes Our most
forward troops in Shenam on the Taym Road recently witnessed at close

xcls ]
SORTa T

AR 'Y :
.... 11 Thoit {®

and hnngry, o was ve

ends

> Bi e
his charge
Story 16 ,
Begins Amidst eunveloping monsoon clouds and 5200 feet above the
roaxr of wivilisation, Shenamyf is the crowning glory of an ascent over
hills whiere our tyoops ave I mgﬁa. The road iz the alle
ad from to Tamu gla .
e gn road twimmilin hair-pin bends ;very hundred yards and one
false tuwmm meout will send one's vehicle into the jungle~valleys balove
The country is besutiful snd sbounds in deer and giboons(monkeys).
gShenam itselfl experiences nearly 200 indhes of rain ammually andthe
ground due to the rainsis very slipperye.

Gibraltar are Jomx the two highest pesks here shciuds
oo ﬂﬁtﬁh?thnir cousind in the Mediterrranean are OUTr COINEXe

5 paxt u’f“wlwh&ﬁng ﬁ?%"%?oom&m -

is "Scraggy" o less higher feature in a beeeline with Malia and Gibraltsx
The Jeps are entrenched on the farther side of Seraggy and our Gurkhas
frequently lead attacks on them, It is remaykable howour troops ge on
undigturbed by the monsoon conditions, It isquite chili here and dense
clouds ~nd mist intermittently emwelop the hillatops it impossible
for you to sce a person even a couple ofyards from you, Between hngy
dowmpours a thin rain beats against your face which you may enjoy

you axe on a skieing hollday on snowy slppes but not when you are
fightigg when it is certainly a nuisonce, But our men are unterdurbed
end they go up and down the slopes ca huge loads of supply and
anr@Gition without even a propgng stick to protect them from being

sent rolling down from the dizZy heights, They just do it wilhout Jmocioex
bestowing much attention on it,

As I stood on the top of lialte and Whtched the Gurkhas around me
in warn admiration, the serene atmosrhere was disturbed by an occasional
enery 70mm hitting without aim one of which fell 20 yards behind me as
I was returning, Frequently our guns rooxr and strike terror smon-st the

cneny's

Our officers and men are in good fighting spirit and the day is
not far off when a deeisive battle will be fought on these heights and
our troopsy will be able to ejeet the Japs from Serasgy in our dviwe to
push the Japs beyond the Chindwin which is omly about 15 miles as the
crow flies from m ends
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Volunteer Stoxy 17

A silent wooden board with the words'Welcome to

Begins
Gilliam Manor? at the éntrance to an R,A.P, at the foot of Malta
has a story to tell, It speaks about the fame that Cairoeborn

Heil Gilliem of o Field Ambulance has earned on these dizzy hékghts,
an enenyy attack on our positiors on Scng%o n..-_p_“H}/

During
went right forward to the frontline to evacuate the wounded when
ourcommunication between our most forward trcops and our rear HQ
failed he acted as a jesp despateh rider between themy all undr very

heavy fire from the enemy,
The wooden buard has been put up by his ddmirers in the

_ Field Arbulance, ends
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E The green diamond strikes aganin(battle sign of 10
Gu:ldma)!.oadng a three man recee patrol in torrential rains on a

dark night without the moonylk, (10065)8iriman Sunwary10th, Gurkhas,
a Gurkha ofEast Nepal, laid a successful ambush on a Jap convoy on the
Tayma Road behind the enemy linesee- so far thé farthest positbmn that
any of our patrols have reached on this road,
Working their way scross waist deep mullahs of ryunning water

the patrol penetrated behind the enemy lines and laid up two nights

running at milessone 44 on the Taxm Roade On the second night(14 June)
they ambushed an empty Jap convoy of fiwe trucks Sk ihEkEciEmanOINONg

As the leading lorry came level with him the Naik opened fire

at close range with his tommy gun,and killed both the driver and the
man sitting close to him, The other two Gurkha riflemen followed suit
and opened fire on the second and third lorries and killed both the
d.r:l.;gdr:.'llon Japs jumped out ofthe lorried at vhom the Gurkhas threw
gre Je

The Green Diamond patrol returned to the Battalion HQ with
important information, The Naik had prcﬂ.ou-ly done an outstanding
patrol previously on anothu' part of the Imphal front,

. o R

ad |
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[

with the object of killing as of the enemy as possible worked
ﬂhnﬂaintbm tions on Scmaggy and burst into a

?: 17/18 June aik(44094) Narbahadur Gurung in commaid
and Naik (10200 Mummmcm*_&mmwa
flank of “worked their way up to the extr .me
northdg_ o Kcoping an LG behind with one of the Gurkhas d0
a ¢

enemy fire the two Nailks slowly o crept up |
tothommmahmndthuonwunmm th.ymm#"
moving further they haard snores from a r.xmlﬂyimtgg e

i
&
ot

g
|
&

:

;

E

, Those who went into the slit trenches were hit by more |
mmwwm.mmmyhnth two bunkers and an I
and . théirlast grenade, they collected the rest of their patro
aﬁo&mh&to the west side Tuur side) 68 Scrazggyy suffering no

casualti _
“'m Guykha Heiks threw in all grenades killing atleaat

10 of the enemy snd they mnoticed that the Yap sentries were slack. end
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Imphal23 June '44
Ro=d

An atteck by a battalion of the Sthe,Jat Regiment was the
beginning of the end of Jap domination on the ﬁa.nipur Road, The
objeciives were the small hilils "Pill" and"Liver" overlooking the
Yanivurioand about half a mile to the north of Safarmaina from vhere
the eneny had esteblished a suecessful road<bloeck, Once the Japs were
dyiven swoy from these W fecturss 1t was quite elenr that the
opening ofthe Manipur Rodd was oniy a question ofhoure,

On the evening of 21st, a eompany of Jute attmeked *Pil1%
the ferture nesrest to the roadgpreceded by a heavy artillery barrage
and gavtured the feature withou% many casualbies,Liver® w e attacked
by o eompany of lmslim Rajputs (of the same battalioh) frem the
ergtx, Simultsnsausly a eomnany of Punjabi Masglims of the same
battalion attacked it from the west, Our company IXCINARKEPERICEEIING
ey Rtrdoet  from tha east wos held upd hy strong, enemy €ire wvhile
thae other company from the westimslik got on to the lower slepes am
consolidated their positions, It was raining hard =mxd the terrain was
@ rfieult & movement,Daring the night there was a lot of enemy sniping
eidd thelr guns were =metive Hut in the morning the Japs T d disappeared
from the ptumag feature lesrly 50 Japs were killed and = large omount
of enemy equipment wns enptured, ;

The Dogras who were the first troope wExtihrthproceeding
from Tmphal to observe our fwemki troope cpproching dovn the voed
from-ime-heeti Kohimp had a much easier time and it wos liderally a
waltaover, Plankine to the lefs of the rosd and moving in the hills
they reached the approaching troops without enceuntering any oppositim
from the snemy,

“Buprton Bria?* wes the next point Na »otd where the
Teps hod o heating to eh thn pletnrago e hloaming wild Aghsy
roses all around still besrs silent witness,It was here that a &
ST un ah Regiment elesred two rondebloecks in vhich four Japs
wepe willed and 10 wounded out of a platoon, e /hen th e company
went forvord they some wnler heavy fire, So they withdrew forthe night

218t night) ond when they edvanced to tae Bridge next morning they
ound thet the Japm had diaap?es:r@d, mrohably renlising the futlility
of further resistance on the Roed,

On the 21st, morning the sa@ne battallon of'the 14th. Punjsb
Reginment that recently took of ¢ eir corpaniece moving forward
to 1ift the road<block at the 111d M,8, contacted tha evemy on
the feoture known ag "Potceh",The enamy counterveattasked tmit were
repulsed , 23 Japs werae killed besides many more woundad Th» anemy-
w=s then dizengoged ani we poured abtillery fire on them vhiek Jdise
orgrninsd tham, Tmmediastely our troope started mopping up end kilicd
45 more Japs,A Jap battalion flag was Hart of the bootye piured.The
lasi snemy ele=ysd of” enrly the next mowning, Walking in the nmd
enkle deep and in pouring rsin with leecghes orawling on them, e
Punjshis showed maguificent fighting spirit ae taey ciswred the
lapt rosdeblock on the Road,During this cetbion lavilder Furon Singh
wfRD ofSohadany Amabale Distriets averted by his prompt action what
would otherwise hove been anyf inconvenient situstion %o usgiis saw
s party of the enewmy moving en WG towards a plllebox ovarliooking our
troops.Rushing forward alone hdth his tommye.gun he oscupled the pllle
bor hefore the enamy conld reoafijdd it,Ha won his I,D,8.0, for gallant
action =t Bl AlameingIn thds eneounter he killed one Jay and his
prompt action enabled ocur sapturing this impfortant feature “"Pateh?,

: onds
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With leeches c¢linging to him and mosquitoes biting him,Major
ReA.Anthony of Bérkhemstead, Hartfordshire, England, heard ths news of the
opening of the Second Front in Purope while sitting in a slit trench on the

Manipur Road,
: He heard the news on the telephone from his battalion ¥,Q..

Major Anthony was commeidipg 2 cowpany of the 14th,Punjad
Regiment who ware engaged in srxbmgiihe deiving the Japs from the Road,
They were sent behindhéhe onemy lines to cut their ILs of (, After a hard
Journey ZmokhFamxuyx in torrents of rein émer xE quite rough terrain
where the steep slcopes were slippery with the ddep wlley%pening its mouth
ready to receive any unfortummte, he end his conpany of Punjabi Muslims
captured "Squeak Hill", a festure botween two enemy pesitions,

Under constant sniping by dsy and counter attacks at night
they spent the next three days in slit trevkhhes with water im—it to nearly
a foot's hnigh;d"rgoy had to sit in }lfw and théir only clothex were conipletely
sockéd wet making them suffer severely from cramp, Their rations were short
butthe lseches had plenty chd were growing fond of the fighting bloeed,
lloazlitoea were busy mekingtheir sharp painful injeetions on their unresisting
v:l.oltm. Even their living space was becoming resiricted owing to the lande
slides caused by the heavy vcins, The mud from the walls of the trenches
were gré.dually burying them,

But what should come at the end of these three days of misery

except the news thai our forces have invaded Europe,

ends
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Begine It would not stay in Jap# hands stop A brass tumbler
{Drinking Vessel) belonging to an officer of an Indisn State Forces regiment
fizht ing on.tho Imphal front would not a?.aar in captivity with the Japs and
retl:rned to our lines within twenty days,

Vhile the officer was moving forward he had put the tumbler in
a dump in the rear but e cook toek it with him to the forward areas where
the Japs seem to have stolen it during a battile,

When & battalion of the Indian State Forces rag.igggzr':::ii{od
Sakpao twenty days later, they found a tumbler on the person of a dead
Jap officer, On identifying it with the aid of the number st=mped on it
they recognised it to be their own and from that day it adorns their mess
table emiling on ovamy.visitor with its adventurous tale and cuite joyous
of its renewed freedom,

ends
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_ Unique in their toetiss, Rajendra Sikhs, = battalion of
the 1st, Pat:l.gln. Regiment, are striking terror in the hearts of Japs on the
Inpffanl front,

Their é#bjective was a hillefeature southecast of Litang,
a2 good obumtion-p?t x_ws.rly 4600 femt high and 15 miles mmxkhm across
from where they were, The enemy 80 strong were well dug~in on this steep .
height isolated from all directions and there were no other heights nesrby,

‘ At ten 0' clock during the day, Naik Mohender Singh, 11
years with the battalion and an experienced soldier, went with another naik
and silently crept into the enemy positichs, Staying there fa four hours
he heard them talk and after geuging their defences returned to hls HeQe
He then wolunteered to take a section into the midst of the enemy,

-'rhe szme evelnghgone of their companiou_nnt round to sit
behind the nemy L of C next wmornimm =2t the appointed time, Another company
was went at four O08Clock in the morning to approach the enemy position from
the north somt but still remained in hide till the signal wes given to attack,
When 0,XK, was heard from both companies before half past six, the Na:!.k and
his section slowly erept to the ez;my position and lay in wait th&ro.

Half =n hour later, our company coming from the north
storted a vigorous attack and the enemy opened fire, As soon ss the enemy
opemad fhre the Il'ait and his ssction shouted 'Sat Sri Akhal' from the centre
of the enemy position itself followed by the some wareery by the attaecking
company, The enemy was oo?fuaed, stopred fire anl dispersed irmediately
leawing the feature to us, We cupiured the pesitican withou‘{. any casualties
on our side while one Japd was killed besides many wounded, The enemy did
not retreat by his L of O 3 otho::t:lne he would have had a worse fate, They
merely scattered themselves away,

ends
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Beating gf:r four successive heavy enemy attacks in eone night
‘A eampemy of the 15th, Froutier FPorce Rifles defending 4000 feet high
"Qausage" on the hphal;m Road have earned hearty congratulations
from the Corps Commandor, ;

A company of them umder A/Vejor Femes Breine Watson of
123, Bridge Road, Ec":-ﬁt Yolesey, Surrey, were defending this pesition
vhidl lies nesyly five mileg to the nrrth;ea.st of Yaingangpokpil and
nearly 17 miles from Imi:ha:..

The night of June 24/25 was a dark night when st about
seven.thévrty in th;.! evening the Jeps put in thelr first =ttack preceded
by heavy 4" mortar barrsge and 75 mm guns, Two companies of the enemy
attacked our bunkers vd.th INGsy grenades and mortars to whish we replied 4
with IMGs and mortars, Beatenm boge they withdrew shout200 yards in all
lu:!‘flfing marly 20 casualties,

In another three hours they attacked agian with the usual
barrage preceding but yelling and shoubting like wild animals and mad men,
After quarter of en hour's fighting they werse leaten baék once againg

It was & plteh derk night and our men were fighting from
trenches half fﬁiod with rain water, Meanvhile they collected their desd
and after four hours they put in the third attaock when a party of shout
15 Jeps broke into our perimetse through the w:lre.' Two Japs were killed
near one ofour nor‘ta}.r positions and three more who approached our company
HeQe Were shot down, The west of the Japs fled,

Two hours later for the fm time they attocked our ywwikh
pesition and did not presa_it in strength because they had suffered
depletion in their mmbers, In a fight lasting for about fifteen minutes.
our tr“pa.rushod at them with tommy.guns and bayénets and. inflicted heayy
cenudlthes, They withdrew with a tosal of 110 casualties,

During this time another Jap company was digging in on the
north side of the hill only %5 yards away from our wire, During the day
there was heavy sniping ani exchaunge of mortar, At ten in the morning
a ecouple of platoons of Japs érept into within 400 yards of our posit:len
and started shelling us wiy, mertar
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ang staried shelling us with nortar?. Within ten minutes our guns were
ranged on them and kmoecked them off,

‘ "Seugage® is a prominent feature with a2 bald pateh on its
sop and when T gew 1% thers wee quiet on ite swmmlt but dbeyond on its
northm'clma- ware the enemy vho were being greeted with our 25
pounders, :

Subddar Abdul Rauf of village Shadil Khel Dt, Kohat, was
second in comeand during these attacks when he showed ecomplete disregard
for his own personal safety and exposed himself to dnemy fire ag he went
round encourrging his men, "The Japs were like madmen™, he said, "Their
behavieur looked liks that .. one of them was eolinging to one mwue
of our mortars with a tight hold whom I had to shoot down, Another
officar pf theirs was rumning like e mad man ell over the place whom
also !'ha.d 40 shoot down, Our men ere in good fighting spirit and the
enemy i- no mateh for them®,

£ These men look like resl jungle inkabitants in their Jungle.
caps and. this company heg o its eredit another beating that one of its
gauim platoons gave to the Japs only about a fortnight ego at Thawai
ﬁvql,lnilea to the west of Yaingangpokpi when it attacked and ififlicted
lerge cammalties on a sompany of the enemy, Major Watson sud Subddar
Abdul Reuf were leading the guerilla plaison,

ands
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"little Muley3ittle man, little feet" is the song in = mule
company on the road to Tamu,

The little mule affestionstely known as "China® aac.-.n,ped.m
Burma and attaofmd himself to a Naga pony and has never left him, He is
enly about nine l;ands .in height and both he and his inseparable were
caught by = mulsteer in the thick jungles on the bbrder of Burma, The
mileteer is only four feet in height but army boots do not have the
size to/;‘;:tlittle fast. All three can a.lwa.ya be found together,

"China® is a kind of pet in the mule osmp and roams =5 he liker
but alweys with the Nage pony, He deesn't work ‘bu(? e willing follower,

ends

B
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Fust returnsd from a 2dehour patrol in the mountsins,Risaldar
Ghulem Mohideen, a Tiwana Punjabil Muslim of Mitha Tiwana, tehsil Hhush
Ab, district Shahpur, and troop cammander in an Animel Transport Company
eould enly have a shave and a cup of tea before he went on another
erram/;ﬁ?;gg rations to our forward troops on the Tamu Road vhere he
was aeaught between oxu'z‘fh;;'e and the enemy fire thwrough an orring guide
but dqlivar-ad the goods sll the same without any loss either to themselve
or to the rations,

 On the way with the rations from the supply point he and his ¥x
troop were lost in the Jjungle, The guide did not remember the way end
the destination wes eight miles further away with a—ﬁ darlmesrmmg
in, As it wos & dense forest they deeided to a there fa the night,
‘The gulde woes made présonsr for misleading, t ahose for his camp a
nulleh & little away from the jJungle, When he had moved 15 yords kuwxesksx
én the mullah, he saw eigorette sparks at o distance,Then he saw them
moving in the grass, Seenting that it wre the enemy he decided to move
away from them with his presious cargo, As he was turning back the enemy
fired at his company with mortar, bren and other guns, Covering hise
Mth bayonets in eace of stiack weew he proceceded fnrther‘ ho
found that hecoom his eompany was being fired at evem from the front, 3
Tiese were oub -own troops to whom he was carrying supplies but who mistoc;
him andhis men far the enomy baca_auaa thay wara goming from the mxwox
direction of the enamy positions, :

Caught between two fires the Risaldar slewly extricated his .
eompeny away fro'qz the area of Tire bdut ten mule loads of ration full'ofr_
in the sonfusién, He delivered thée rest of the retions to the unit add
weni back to fetch the fa.lloz; rations which he eollected and delivered

another unit as per schedule,

On his way hgck he passed through the same nullah the next
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ﬁorning where he reacued two of his m.zles vhich had fallen into the nmullch
the previous night Swsfr=dss—seutite, e found thot the Japs had sttmomus
disappeared from there, -
Risalder Ghulam Wohideen has 25 vears service and served in

the lost wer with the Poluch Horse(37 Isneers) in Persia, France and
Afghendsten andlater in Wazirstan with the 41 Camel{Govermment) Traneport
Company, "He is smexing®, says his C,0, "Thé anim=1ls knowhim very well am
he too undersiands themjy otherwise he wonld not have risked to go and
rescue the two fallen mules in the nullsh®,

ands




In fe course of a fivehour tour of the Imphal
front, the Supreme Allied cmap/ /South Bast Asia, visited
several Indian and British mnw.

Among other V.G.O.i a.ndfmn pmaentad to him weres
Sllbeda:-ﬁad or Birbahasdur Gurung, I4 ?d, s Sthurkha Rifles,

Subedar-lajor liohd,fhanyO,BeX.y Oth, Baluch, Subedareilajor
Suldh Ram,04B,I,, 12th, Frontier Force RegimentySubedar-ajor
Purna Rai,0,B.1., 10th, Gurkha Rifles.
He also visited the Hihi,Indian Division whose
Dogras, Punjatls and Jats recently cleared the Manipur Road
of the Japs from the Imphal side, The Supremo wa.s a.pyncia,tivo
of the medals on the chest of Subedar-iejor(Hony, Lt,)Sirdar
Bahadur Badrudding I.DeS.l.,04B,I,, 2nd, Punjab Regiment,of
village Kasliangdistrict JhelumgPunjab, ~hlc Jhaklp houds m%
At every place he visited the Supreme Commander
told the officers and men that Mg they hi\;lithorougbh
carned the pralse bestowed on them for their gallant show
during all the time Imphal was beseiged anlandby‘tho
eney who stAdeisd with three Divisions m—m.—b..n rerulsed

wit.h wedde heavy losses to hi.msolt.
ends
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Within ten days of the opening of the Mani
Road by Indian and British troops, goods for ciwilian
comforts have come dowm the road, Thé road has akso
besh opened for civilisn traffic now, :

The needs of the Manipuris are very little, Cigarettes
are essential equally for men and women and they are

very often the Wmmixmf token of friendship between our
troops and the local population, A eigareette tin is
commorly used as a measure here, One packet of éfgarette
used to ¢ost nearly two rupees during the time When
Imphol could be supplied by air chly. Now it has pome
down to six annas o packet,

Salt, another essential commodity, at one time was
being soid for 10 rupees per seer but now costs aflittle
less than four rupees, The prices of soapy 0il andd
vegetables have also become nommal., -

Haniyuri who has been quite cheerful dufing the

e/ last few months now rejoices as normal/is being gradually

awnl restored in his land thé Japs are beigg driven away

from the frontiersof e
It was a streonge coinecidence-- that ns the woadffwas
being opened by our gallant troops, at the same hour
thonﬁehandah of Manipur was loadig his temple-gods
in a procecssion with the same chantings,sounds of conbjes
and gymbals 28 is seen yound a Hindu festival in India,
ends
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Wading through weistedeep water CapteS.V.EKrflhniah
BBREx I,Ae'1.Ce of Kovwur, VWest Godavari district B.Ilu.a,
made his cally round of visits to patients’ beds
bhosprital on the Taphal front when the space between tll
different wards was flodded by the monscon rains,le

The next two days the water rose to about 15 t
and he had to do it on assault boats and yafts bullt ms
with old 1 drums as floate, Meanwhile the Anti-M3layia
unit of hospital whose work of killing the mosquibo
larvee had been taken over by the floods, got busy and built
a temporary bLridse.

Serious cases for admisgion were brousht in mn
assault beats and discharge cases gomfortably salled om the
rafis, The hospital xoutine went on as usual during the :
time the floods lasted~~ immediate orerntions were cartled sul
o, incoming patients were th t{‘dom of medicine
and diet woere not missed and ir usual gramaphone
recoxrds too, Bt

e
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. Like ;.:ﬁ:t reachinsx;ogfh foxr ﬁ; gr;t -
mh‘b wmn - clmﬂ‘- 8 Lokl L]
Flace, ﬁn'u. Erighton, was muantly recka;o_d out of tark

the driver's hatche- none the wotrsé for it rnud &
with a smile over his strange expericiice,

Attached a8 L.A.D, o a eavaligy unity ho had gone
out to wateh a battle near Kmmglatongbl, He was asking Sor
a2 jJob and quite suddenly he was led to resue a tank balked
up in a mullah by the driver who had lost his direction,
g When Qapt, Clements was driving back the takk to £
the rear, about 30 yards from the nmdilak he a terdific
explosion and the next moment he saw himself out of

the tank,
The tank had run over o ninee- the only mine #m
the arsa, il
(<]
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As early as April 1942 a battalion of the 1st.Patials Regimemt
came %o tho lianipur region of the Indo-Duma border and have SeSiaed
]7“"71" L'ﬁn. Whlow intimately every pa.rt of this terrain upto and beyond
the Chindwin, They have travermed nearly 7000 miles across dense june
gles and mayshy plaind, both in the he -t of summer, in the monsoon.
rains and in the biting cold of the winter, clothes soaked in perspi-
ration and drenched in the torrential rains, leeches sticking to théir
bodies and mosquitoes swarming around their faces and ayms and for
neayly fc_mr months in a year their dry si:ins covered with bleeding
blisters, _

They are the oldest battalion in the Patiala State and are
are known as "Rajendra Sikhs" after the name of the gra.nd?ﬁfather of
the present Haharadah. lore than mockinewm three centuries back a lady
of the name of Bibi Sahib ¥our led them vietorious in battles, With
the British they have fought in the Gurkha Wer, in the Afghan Var of
1898 1878, in the Great War in Egypt, Gallipolli and Palestine, In
the lost battle a.ga.:lngt' the Turks they were part of the brigade which
captured 14,000 Turks, Since 1940 they have been in Wazirstan and in
the Tappi, Almad. Ihel and Toda China operations,

For their comspicuous good work they earned eongratulations
from their corpé GMr within six months of their arrival on this
front, Appreciating their soldierly be ring, turn-out, discipline and
physiqué as a model, their Divisional Commander wrote to thems" You
have met the enemy f:ice to face and have inflicted on I;im oa.éua.lt:las
greater than those which you yourselves have suffered and in short you
have established over him that mor-l superiority which is so essential
in winning battles®, | __

Their first job was quite a big ones As the Buxmof Ammy came out
they advonced into Buima under the most unfavour-ble condit:lons, It wr

¥ the peak of thbh moonmo’ni hardship was gredt :& lnoerb{;.afn
cammn.to_ tions and continually reduced rations, Besldes manning for
;poaté, they sent out censt nt I;Q-tml.l involving long m---.rhhes. orow;f

d-FM,W M‘- S| v a;\:.f"'f:&;pq . d—“““(:’-"k“"’fl"
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About this ikt time it wes felt that a spectacul r patrol
into oondnoa Burm:. by our troops was essential and the Patialas were
chosen t0 do it, Barly im September 1942 they set out on a 531 mile=patrol
into Bumma, proceeding south from Shenam via Hiaiﬁgmg.mbaw Valley, |
Yazogyo ond coming back nofh via lanbi, With 88 miles through virgin
jungle it took them only 21 days under the most fyjing woother conditions, |
Their ten daya_emrgency rotions sufficed them for 13 doyse Only four of
them went sickgiitrmm Thqsr had no transport and carried their rations and
amunition themselves, _ :

The party avoided visiting vi..llages as 1t was essential that
the enemy should noJ?/:g: their movements, But at one place in the Chin
Hills a few boys h.d seen ﬂle:’n and informed their elders, Anxious to see
that the villagers did not form the idea th.t = body of troops were moving
in their vieinity, the C.0. of the Patialas hit upon an idea, He went '
straight to the village headman, an ex=Chin Ievy Jemadar, w:lth only a :t‘ew

others and pretending as a Survey Officer asked him for maps of the a.rea
He even promised to mpairmbadmadaonbehalrorthammnt.

During this timp they met the Collector of the area who s‘biek:lq
to his post woue cut off from the resty of the world and helped him to
oﬁtain‘mpues. Also they mode a doring improvis tion to cToss rivers :I.n‘
floodse Haxnoan_ing the force of the stream, they clung to a log thed %6 a
rope whose other end was fagtendd to a tree.,and m into the floods
from a bend on the bank Mickklmx further up the river, ‘

Between April and November 1942 holding ne rly 50 miles of the
front from Minthe and Min¥hemi, they stood as a bulwark against the Jap
hbmn_adm;lug into Indiagand helped thous nds of Indien refugees to get
acrosse After a few mohbhs rest they adv nced again,late in Jamuary 1943,
andtald.ng;dypositiong on the west bank of the Chindwin, made some daring
rolds across the river, One of these wus a raoid on an import nt enemy base
by ohly one company, The Japs v;ara fodled by demonstrations ten miles in
reaxr m:m tidls company secured this strong enemy nﬁlit-":ry and civil
centre, The Japs left the tpomn without offering mwh resittanae and Jap
anmaniton, a VeCuiOuy POW left by the Japs in a hurry, Indian refugeesy
Burmese nurses, Persians and m:lan Jews were all sent under escort to
India, The Patialas went a further 30 miles ezst into Jap territory to
harass his amnim:lons before returning to the Chindwin leaving pet
~anent patrol bases two deys' march e st cf the river,




Mani:Indian Axmy Observer
rage three Patialas

In the beginni—: g of Februmyy 1943. this battalion played a notable
role in helping khm Wingate's party to cross the Chindwin and when they
returned two motiths later, they covered the patty's recrossing into India,
In ord.erl to Pelease pressure on the party, the Patialas during the two '
months attracted the enemy's attention, After & small elash they occupied
the ymm enemy's Kaunglasi HQ. Using deceptive mkk tactics they played
blind man's bluff with ne rly a combined force of about 1000 Japs with}f
the result that the enemy pressure on the main body of the retwming
forces of Wingate was relieved,

Chindwin bec'me the boat-glub of these Sikhs who spent three months
on her banks, So cordial were their relations with the local population
that distart bagears from across the river drifted to sell to the Patialag
Zven civil affelrs came to them for arbitration, one being a cose of the
etornal triangle, The Sikhs in their turn visited the Buddhist shrines
with flowers, _ '

Once agéin they were chosen to help the Wingate forces, In larch
1944, preparatory to Wingate's aireborne inv;mion‘of Burma, the Patialas
made feint crossings of the mindﬁi:} in force in order .'l".o draw the enemy _
away from Wingate's landing ground 200 miles behind the Japse

; The rest of their story boloi:ga to fecent months, First engagement
of the se=son wasWhen they y»makk went in support of the tanks to a place
18 miles south of Tarmm where they gaﬁx"good beating tothe enemy, Thisgd
was 1n loreh and early in April, sent to cut the Jap 1LOC between Ukhrul
and the Kabaw Valley, they reached their destin-tion without being seen
by the énenv and hpt it cut for ten days so that the enemy 8 forced

to change his 10C, In the middle of liay they were clearing ei;w position
to the nopth and east of Shenam and harassing the Jap I0C. On one rofid

a bridge and much enemy MT were destroyed including many Jap l¥lled,

In the last week of May they captured an important hill feature,
whthout ruch odo, One company went in to make a fake attack, another sat
on the enemy's LOC while a section crept/ into the heart of ths eneny
and shouted 'Sat Sri Akhall, Similtanecusly the"attacking" compeny made
the same warecry and wrought such confusion among the enemy that they
dis ersed, le ving the feitwws,

I hove seen the Patiales both sckhwoctune on the fiald snd whil
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they were ot rest entertaining m-um in a Punjabi nautcheparty--
some of the Jawans dressing themselves as doneincegirls were throwing
away kisses all around, They make one realise that India possesses such
fine types of fighting men and that the Indian Army, as in the iddle
Eaﬂ and Italy, 1s here also establishing a heroiec name for itself in
the history of the war,

ends
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Moving in waistedeep flo@ding water ard the slugh
and mud underneath catching als feet in tight holds, formex
London University student Papl.Donald Dishopymf Indian
Pionesr Co of 87,Manrtilla Rd,Tooting, London,sSW 17, lekt
a helping to Ploneers as they were rolling pétpol
druns acwoss nearly 800 yardg of paddy fields under water
in order to put them indto lorries waiting on the road,

The monsoon raing hoad flooded retrol depot
and the surrounding area and the Pioneers by Zecke this
effort of theirw almost under impogible conditions kept up bhe
supply of nearly 500C gallons of rol to our most forward

., troops on the Dmphal fronmt,

A !

ends

\
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trnmeftmsseomhamMohmdm
mra"t&dofthal'a}m—thoM'mil&lonfgroadfrdnwmm&
tho-northewest, While the KohimeImphal Rood was the supply road from
India teo Vanipur, the Ulkhrul Rood m::e' exits for the Japs from the
frontiers of India o ‘ :

The Devens flanking to the west of the road and
mmedinsmrmnmom;t:;thomxam_wemMmthat
mhﬁcsammtonionmmad;m&.

| - Ulkhrul and the surrounding important fentures mitx
| __._,mmmmmumatmmzmmmsm.mmmnn#
o hmthmmed&mmmarumnﬁyguImwm
W and « mumber of POWs were cartured, 4/11 who havebeen S
mﬁy with a V.0, in the person cf Naik Nand Singhgafter
aﬂmmmuhdm‘%&h&uhthowstofﬁommm
mwmwuzmmmwmm
ﬁ&mwmmmmtammmm;rwmuama
mﬂnammdmgmmngahongmwmaww.mmu
almmtwkwm-mmmwaryw _ 2
lmaaﬂqm,maa:'séoxamhawmbeenm
to the west of Lo yobd L, .
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Indlan ond British troops of the 5th,Indé~n Tivision hsve
elearad the 170 milg~long "Silchey Track" from Imphal to Silebny, The trask
is now elear of the Jops on bokedsbs sides, cohn Frole -

B:dz:uta Tﬂm fought well at Kohimas, Punjsbis snd Dogres m
fron their batiles T goutheend of the mhal-xahim Road, Rfishting
alengside with equally w British tmm. oleared thn "tgack® in less
then thres weoks, |

; It il retthe tong befifive convors MM
WFigk, "™he NMoyal Engincers are sweaping the track for mines mx and

the swsfmme—of=She trnck i3 haing »essuditiensd to make it suitable foy

,Av:—e_ 'IM 1,,.,.

" the monsoone

A Totbsl{animrithnfraokmmmuhuitﬁllbﬂngm g
plenty of hig ba‘kel-mztu/and x Prits a-mg wintor, Ones mome soolles %
wﬂlmninrelmo:flﬁmilenonmrhmmimmfatamﬁ and
mwwmmmnmh. Originelly only a bridal path
the Amyy Engineers have made 1t a Jeepubls track and prohably mth-
future a pucea metal road.. Begides other things the AW has dﬁihﬂ“{b&'
improved the rosd-commmmicationsim these plains surrounded by high n:m
and dense forests, ; £l _'
Since thdmins of the vital DuphaleKohime Roads opexutios.
monthis fmthaumatmmmamm.mmnthmm‘_‘ :
- the road to Ukhxul has Been clesred closely fol'owed by the cloa.mmeiur
Japs on the Silchar ti-aak, of late 1t nos Leen notleed thet the Jars have
walled out of important poai)tiona without mwem oﬂe:ring}:ﬂshadw of
vesiutauce inspite of . the W wolegvat:lc Orders of the Doy off thédr
Gomnmdam bidding ‘fham Lo capture Dmphal, The famighedy starved and
utric.lnen Jap Iknows thaﬁ thoir he,pu will prove futile and xhooISoqnenew
none bettet than a wﬂ.d @oap chase, There axe also indicaticns that &
Msmduafntmdwtnqmm that he will nevar be able % recross
mmm#tommhs denx ones ot home, But mdpanOBL owr
awift lkm-mmar moves and 1111 moye on till the last Jap on Indiun
801l is mowed dowm, What mn‘prima the f4th,Arvmy have during ibe coming

weahrorm-xurww ey ~ umg..\,, a
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mmwob rve
mnszs:m —_— 53?-_

andd
Wounded mortally /with both hls loge urolken, Driver Lio.4558
Sowaxr Sher Zaman of an Indian Tank Brigade and of willage Nitial, Caribelle

pore dtn‘trict,‘ displayed a very high at&@na of goursgs and fortitude
' crew

when in a dying condition e assistod hhwasrs with covering lire in theiy |

efforts 4o preserve the tank from total destruction,
In the middle of April on the Ukwul Rood hils tank come undey
heavy mortar ond emell ayms five frunm the enemy whigh blew ﬁol.#t:'ack of
the tankﬁnm?#&mdadlm.MMB legs were Ludly brrokeizgly a.hamr.r
mmf“.ﬁ through the plate right above his inmee,

!‘he:ustofﬁncmmuatedthetmmﬂwﬁcﬁtMMQ

with the small fire extinguisher a'd sithe During tiis time Shor Zawer
inupite of his desperate condition sud uasided provided covering Tire
for them, With both his legs in a broken condition how he menaged $o
fire twe burstes from the 5% mm and severel fyom the fo-ax Browning is
still = wonder to the cyew, iy

. MWﬁnhﬁthmmawﬁﬂ Wcam iatense
andt‘lm mmmmuthmrmammmm Sher
Zamon climbed out of the tank and. expired on the ground neax his tank o
a few minutes later,

To mumax save one's %ank is one of the highest codes of
hminawtankngimntanﬂﬁnﬁmnmzm dving moamodcis
gaved hia tank, His gallantry augurs well fnntum of the Tirst
Indian Tauk Brigade Lo go into action,

2 enas

|
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Tanks

mmmwmmxm o otoep sided and Blingd mullah
into w!hiahc tank had !a‘.Llun. its ovew Were wesoucd Ly o Senlow B"aa:l.da.t!
kb ")—ﬂ-‘)’

In the middle dwmxangmtuwm:mwm*lmﬂ
oftﬁemm.mm_mmcrm:mmgmtmktnwmm
left become sspor -ted from the accompaiylog ini catryerdciiakion The right
hand tank of this troopd plying its way through the jungle fell inle a
viind end steop slded millah from waleh it was flaabls o extrioste itselfy

mmr of this fallen tank signalled %o his tmoplm:,’
on the wirelsss nay:ingﬂm.t his tank was outl of agtion, The truvep lesder I
asked him to give his position, But tils wWos a‘.i{'feult oving tc the supee
ness of the jJungle mmmwmmmampm:m
maldm ordering his remaiaing tark ( a txooy gounists of thpse ;
including the leader) to eover himy vonut foxrw.rd to lecate the stuak fank,
Owing to onemy snipers and enemy Lili fire, the crew of the atusk tenk woie
wisble to baie out,

Tiowever the troop le-der directed by wirddess -nd very lights
reacued within 50 yards of the tank in distress, AlTter neayly four hours
ﬂwmmardmmmmmmmrﬁmm.
mmmnmmdnﬁhummammmm
mmmmwmmmmmummmw

the crew the m.mWammmwmmmmﬁ
Heaharﬂhlhmw aaaia‘bedbythnpi@onmdnadashtarthsw
. and got into his tark without any mishape

They retuzned %o the base under cover of the some third tovk
ﬂhoyhﬁl tkg;;—npla guye of aaeing a Jap eniper fall oubt of a tree with the

H;np' of & cocoaxmut vhen om of i%s m..r@#twe a burct,
eunds

STl v LR e ) 4 e
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After losing 18 of their men uhen thaiy stock of
grenades and rounds of armunition were exshausted,the Jups
began te throw mud and stones wivame on o goumpany of the
1st.funjab Regiment who drove them out of an important
ridge south of the Silchar tragk and captured it,

Vearly 3700 feot ¥ipraoweiiacms in altitude, this
bare ridge is sbout three miles to the southewest of Bishere
pur and overlooking the surrounding countyy,

The Japs haa dug themselv-s in on its veaxZ slopem.
Preceded by an artillery barrage,one section of our compal:y
climbed up and finding the sontryepost eupty occupied it.
Then the cnemy opened fire but within a short time his
stollss of grenndes and rounds of amrmmition were ezhausted
and 18 of his men wers killed, In utter despair, he started
throwing stones and mud =t our Punjabis who rushed up and
captured the ridge. About 10 of the enemy whe attempted to

breck away dowmn south through a nullah were wounded by our
fire.

m One iapm and one gren distharger
- Were captured, The Punjabis did not suffer any casualties,
endg
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Imphal 21 July %44 :
Scuffle ;

Ahead of his men in a bayonet charge on a strohgly<held enemy
poohtion, Jemadar Sattar KhongigeF«F.Res of village Shakwdharo, district
Kohatyl WeF4Puyp engaged a Fap officer in a hand-to=hand scuffle mid while
on the point of vanquiahing him was mortally wauhded by i: grendde with

which the Jap Officer killed himself, :

It was a misty day vhen a company of the 12th JF.,F.,R. led a bayonet~

charge on a steep and barren hill northewest of Bishenpur, Though there
wos oux artillery barrage prior to thaty becouse of the poor visibility

’

our attack completely surprised the :_enew,ﬁho were strongly entrenched
on its crest and further slopes,
Vhen our company w:s quite close the enemy started firing thekr

mortars and shells, But this undaunted Jemadar went shead of the company
and was the first to reach the crest vhere he graffled a Jap offiger vho
usabls to resous hivself fwom the hold of the VeC.0. threw one of hig own
grenades =t himself which killed both of them, Only two weeks earlier
Jemedsxr Sattar Khan while on patrol h-d killed 12 Japs and capturdd

ong enemy Im". :

The Japs lost the position but counter-attacked the same night
when they came within three yards of our forward line on tho ewest but
were driven off by our grenades, 52 Jap dead were Sounted in the morning.

ends
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Zating grass frofigim his mess tin uhich was filled with it,
amm.starvingand slek Jap wmzldno}_wmnder himself and he had 7
to)f be killed when ::ecantly near Sokpau nearly 300 Japs fi.ced amnihilatim
.ﬁm our men of the ﬁth..]i'mtier ¥Yorce Rifles ohd 10ﬂ1.m:i:ha Rifles
who had surrounded them,

This Jap soldier was disturbed while) Jorbmr eating his
grass-lunch by Havildar Baggl Remy 13theFrontier Force Rifles, of village
Chodialgtehsll Palanpur, district He was asked to surrender and
he repnod with a mn&dﬂ ﬂmﬂﬁjﬂﬂo‘m Havildax ?dr.mod
but the Jap threw another mmdoathmmiohmnmdod@d.nwa
mortal gtab from the Layonet of the Havildmy was the end of the Jap.

During the last eight months not a single day bas passed
sidiSomcs without skl this battddion of the 13th.Prontier Force Rifles
contaeting the enemy either by patrol or by attacke

ends




. Advapelng to within twenty yaxis of a Jap officer, Nalk
Loksiman shinde, Sthellahrattas of Rajnogird district, Bombay
m:m. had a good measure of him with his ¥ahwatta quickmess
and gave him o burst with his T which Mok blew ths—deoiebesr
%o pleces the Jap oﬂimrmmmmﬁrmw
grenades at our troops fmla heighte He also silenced m enemy -
Maﬁzich“firmamammumm«um .

| Early in July, this W,Cl0's platqou'm held uwp within 100 :
yards of its objective at Kuybi(four miles east of Palel) by heavy
fire from two enemy Lilis firing down the spur up vhieh the Mshrottes
were advaneing, Oui'aMnotwao_also holdupbya:l:q officer
throwing grenades down the spur, Naik Lokshmen Shinde's piatoon
muffored seversl casualties including the TNosel & 2 of the bren mun,

At this cyitical momenty this lshwatta nolk on his owm pege

sonal initiative showed complete indifference to dancexr as he
advanced at the head of his seetion slinging his TG and picking up
lis JM3, He crept round to a flonk and getting to within 20 yards

of the enemy LilGs, lmocked them both out and killed the Jap officer.
Hig prompt and quick action enabled his platoon to adwvance and
capture the objective, _ .

ends
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m.mm;y '4&

How & xegcoe patrol of the 3rdJiadrag Repiment successe

fully attacked a Jap paxrty more than twice mm tasds gtrength ms the
mma.mﬂnammmmmamumm.mtou

by Nalk Kuthiya Pillal of Ofmarikottel village,Timevelly distriet,
namnm{.m_am:awmefm 10 were kilied besides
mexty move wounded and importsnt identifications in addition to two
belonging to Jap officersyere obtnined, :
s Forelng their woy through thick jungle and sealing B
steop hills on honde and lmeess the patrel first sighted two of g
the enemy on o junglo path, Fire was opened on them but the Japs .
wm@mmmm.mpmzmwmm
t&nwmmmtmmam;mu%m
nilding/s mulleh noaxhy, Dseiding o sttagk they closed in om the
mmulmmmarwmmm:mhnm oy -
meummm r
South Mlabax, sliubed dewn the millah to make sure that oll the
enciy vieuwe Mﬁta!@dﬁ@rﬂ:nmtﬁen threw o grenade

et hin but the Havildar escaped and 1.1:; gren.do burst cloaa‘to

the Jap officer hims@Rf and killed him,

— X -

ends
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ManisIndi an Army Observer
Road to Tanmg31 Jnly %4
Indian Troops

As Patialas,Punjabis,xaidle Mahrattas and Rajputs push along
the road to Tarma the Japs are fleeing in greatms mrry into the mmmsbix

yamniuﬁ_mauth ofthe Valley of Deathee the Kabaw Vall.ey,
Ouptroops are fightins under the most difficulty conditiong

?h& rpads age vers pf mud, their ;ay lies through jungles of steep

ravines and swift-flowing nullahs. The rain beats cpnstantly and thick

mists envelop yxmmxr Shed® surroundings. Frequent landslides suddenly *1f?*4*h
atﬁﬁ’iisggprogzgnaa For some days most of them had no time to rest and

have been sleeping as they stood in the knee-deep slush. '

All along the road to Tamu one can see signs of the hurried
exit of the Japs. Paddy is growing on their rice-bags which éﬁ?ﬁ have left
behind. Ammunition, rations, staff-cars, trucks and pack-saddles are lying
all along the road invitiﬁg every souvenit enthusiast.

The Patialas flanking to the north-east of the road and the

' to the east of the road
Mahrattas fighting all the way from Sita in the jungles/met at Lokchao
Bridge on the 73 m.s. Tha,Pafiélas "boxed" the enemy near Chimol and want
to the rear of hia gun Ebsitions an@ forward troops without his knowledge
and completely surprised him at Ralph Hill. The Japs knew of their presence
only when they were 250 yards dﬁéﬁEVEﬁa opened fire. Oubt troops had no
supporting arms nor mortars. Our wireless went out of order and bugles ﬁuce
used for communication and our foremost company commander sounded two Gs
asf soon as he had @laken Ralph Hill. At the end of the battle the Patialas
counted 83 Jap dead (thd enemy was 200 strong) and four prisoners wers
taken besides a dozen MT, lots of wireless equipment ,maps and documents,
Part of the booty was a ribbon of the Order of the Rising Sun belonging to
a Jap general who seems to have left his kit béhind 1nf;hurry. Since the
postion we had taken overlooked their guns the enemy was anxfous to pull
out and one platoon of the Patialas were sent forward to put a reed-block
on thete retreat. This platoon caught the enemy battéry escorted by a
company withdrawing hastily.msmsi which they shoﬁzgg}ectively. Two meddum guns
and one anti-génk gun were captured from the enemy who also left béhind in
a hurry vital parts of several other guns,

ends
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On the road bo Tamu

July 31.'44

Jeep

Feeding our troops pushing the Japs to Tamu is one of the
oldest GPT companies in this area. This RIASC unit carries rations,

petrol and ammunition to our most forward troops along the Tamu Road
with its hair-pin bends, steep slopes and muddy and slushy pits. One
false turn will send a vehicle down the deep valleys with dense forests
to escape from which will be a dire struggle with death.

‘ They have been on the road night and day for the last 14
days with an average of nearly 130 vehicles a day which include three
tonners,15 cwts and jeeps. Mines g:;; the night-mare of drivers on
this road and the feeding tracks.

Recently Sepoy Mahmud Khan of village KhedalAfghani, dds-
trioct Shahranpur, a jeep-driver in this company was running his jeep-
ambulance down the Sita track with two aerious%y-wounded andgfour
sitting cacualties when his jeep was blown up by a landemine left by
the retreating Japs. Under enemy sniping, this sepoy ditver took the
caualties under cober and phacing them under the protection of muleteer
ran three miles and fetched another ambulance by which he cleared the
casualties. By his courage, promptness and quickzgésﬁéd saved the
lives of the seriously wounded casualties.

ends
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mmmztuammmme.e.aa’ |
'Mudmmwnmmhnmsm
qnntguld‘llad:nnsw.mum:mmlmm 1
2 _aw_ww-mmkwt%&wﬁ G 4
Lance-liaik Krishna Reddy of Ksnipakkspotnam villasey |
Gnittoor disteiet, ladras Province, vhils lesding the tw other |
fmﬂ“;Mmﬂth&ﬂnm-mﬂ behind and on : I
tuming bock noticed a party of 15 Japs of whom one wabs in the |

mtuthuﬂngaknnm.mmwwdm-l
the W,C.0, and anoiher slightly but undeterred the NeCeOe zave ‘ 1

i
the Japs a Welleaimed burst from his TG killing two ofthe cmemy =
and making the rest flee, {

{
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"On the road to Tamu

July 31.1044

Landslide

Working all night an Indian Recofefy Company on the Tamu
down over
Road transported/a gradient of one #y/two a battery of 25 pounders and two
mediums along with their towing vehicles. These guns were necessary immedi-
ately tp pound the retreating Japs fighting a rearguard action and the
regular road at this point had bedome unfit due to the heaviest landslide

known on this road in recent years.

The battery took them eight hours and the mediums another
u 1
three hours. The carrier of the first gun Xxxrxmd skidded on the muddy slope
and somersaulted but landed sufely on its feet 250 yards below.

ends
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Comnending a battalion o:)éh. 12th.Frontier Torce nqin:x;t?.fh
the Imphal fronty IteCole Navin Chandre Ba:ﬂcykg'&m first Indian
volunteer to command a battalion of the Indimwontho field, Only
24 years old, he left his sthdles at St.Xavier® scouogo. Bombaye in oy
1941 to take up a oomnission. ; o

1t. Col, Rawley won his M,C, in the siege orxohnmmna.a
o malaorial patient in the hospital he found himself suddenly foreed due
to the emexgency to assum commond of a nﬂ.ndfo:so& of sappersy transport

personnel and BeO.R.Se This was his ffemeck first command and won him the

u.c . W == ~
. From Murrec, Rewelpindi district, Mochodius his father is Dre

Ratan Chondexf Ravleys a former Director of Industries of the Punjab
Govenmnt and Kashmiy, Irt.co:l.. Rawley hod his ta.rly educa.tion in the
Bishop Cotton Schooly Simla, |
" My happriest days were when we were mthlhnhortho
Chindwin®, he told mey " I was then leading my company in patrolafm miles
behind the forxward posts of the Japs aeross the river®,
ends




~fonisIndian Amuy Observer |
%:s Mg st 144 - 47
signellers :
i

Puo Hadrasi signallers operatisg with e battaiion of Ushrattas
displayed a high standapd of personal courge and devotion to auty when
their positlon ams}md?fgz(uw hezvy fire from the cummy recenily in the Izl
Jungles to the eastel the e Roads

S8igePJinthew of Naldupalayumgiellore diutyricty and Sige G.Yahtb'
of Thirikatiiyerigdouth Halcbar, Toth oi the India. Signal Corps: were wﬁ:l.q
with this batiaiion on the aﬁmmmntbolamw‘tmanatmokonm -

pos:lM. Thoir wiveless ecuipment come wmder vomy heavy direct maehin-m
fire from the Jape and sore parts of it were duxmdtoo.ﬁthmﬁi@
coolness both the Signallers meindeinsd comrmiscation \!:lth the origade HQ
for the entive five hours duriny whlch the attect lasted,
®hey heve sghown zimilar courage und outstanding effisiency
cn previous occasions too¥, iald the C.0, of the Mahratla batialion %o me.
giuds



Jamndayr Vday Pmmhm::mofﬁmw; Lucknow,
and of the Bengel Sepvers and Miners displaved memx amwlete indifference to
enemy five and with great coolness and onlm corsied out his tosk of laying a
soodgblods with mines sud tax bavrels on the Jop TOC on Taim Ronde

mmmatW1:mmm'anmﬂmcm
were engaged in the %esk of estsblishine a roadebléck with mines and tar
barrels when they came under enemy flre, Though wounded twice this Jonadar
would not go bodk redcdui A thout rmam#us jobe
¥hen Ye had gene a 12ttle to the reor and turned bagk to
have & looks ho was cormletely paitisfied wmordix os he sow his mines blowing

two
up ix enemy vehicles,

ends
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Rallying his men when his ccmlpaw commander as well as the
company officer were killedy Subedar Kagir W a, Pathan Khatak Sagal of
village Girdi, district Cambellpore, bayoneted hi.h wey through the enemy -
and recovered the crest of a hill ourlooking Jap positions at Chepu u_ﬂr’"
west of the 28 1,8, ontl:nvkhrulﬂoad.

on am..ruly a battalion of the mmmm Force Reglment
were holding this cerest when they were heavily attacked by a superior force
of the eneuyy, When his company commander as well as ‘ths other orf:!.cer vere
killed, kmowing it was essentlal to recover the cresty this V,Ce0, rallylug
bés company led them in a bayonet charge up the slopes of the i1l whikh
lasted for 20 mimutes, Shouting "Pathanonki Baehho" and yelling the Pathan's
viargerys"iaro Naxs Halderi mnx-nm '.ramﬂ.:'. he mode a spechacular
pierce t&n'wsl:ths enemy which mmx so omlohlygﬂmmdodthomtha:t they
dispersed after heavy ldsses leaving the crest to ¥ Subedar Kogir Knane

The moh batile lasted rearly 36 hours in whiech this
mtm&mmmiwmmmmm ermuy,

ends
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e

'.Ehrieo wounded and with only s:lxmanld‘t in his ;pla.toon. a
young Pathan officer Wmt allow hinmself 'bo be mated t111 he had
capbured the objective, : _ .

Li.Amir Liohd,Khany 12theFrontier Forxrce Regimenty of village
Teriy district w. waazflatoon comender in o company of—the-botbedien
which was cgked to attack an important village occupied by the enamy near -
~ Burri Bazzaare It was during the last week of May when the enamy was very
near % the heart of Imphal, This enemy village overlooked our IOCs

_ Early in the attack owing to very heavy enemy fire, his
mm+nldupandthe company commander was wounded, He took over
and was wounded immediotely, As the rest of the company was held up he
took forward ome platoon vhich suffercd heavily and reached his objective
with only six men by which time he wos wounded tﬁ.eaagéin.Howoulgmt
allow himself to be ewcuated till he had established the position and
alloved moxe of our troops to pass shoad of the positlons '

Earlier he had laid twe successful ambushed on the enemy LOC
neaxr Fhalbung ® the eagt of the Tam Road, Taking a platoon of Pathans, on
the first occasion he demaged two enemy MTs and inflicted oo casualties

without loss to themselves and on the second oceasionyvwhich was a week later,

he killed two ?’ap officers and 27 others also with no loss to themselves
this time also, ' ]
ends
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Sepoy Gharibullaly,12th, routicr Fores Regiment, mixsildors
an Jusuf Zal a!ﬁillwa Lohomee Alstrlet Mupdany held a twoesesiion front
himself during ihe heavy fightlng at Chepu wien all the zent were either X2XB
killed ox woundsd, Firing from the hip with kds Vreny he was gptanaing in the
tall grass in full view of the enasy end maintained fire even though he was

- wounded  woundeds By ido acticu le/held the 1af% flant of our advances

]

ends
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outd o deadng daylight reccee wight ia the heart

of comay posiiiousy o neik of the LIl Frouiler Fexce Rogiment brought
bade valusbie rfommbion regurdlng enewy dlisposiiions wilch enabled
thhoﬂM&@&Mmﬁ%&?ﬁlﬂhﬂmﬂéﬂ.
of Jimne,

 Nadk Dilbarer Siugls o Jat Sikh of village Xnloke, Patilda
State, sent forward to Tecose ths villege in daytine mywpk =nd seeirg .
that e eould mot taks the vhele of his section o crapt forwerd alons
past the emeny sentrics and forvard posise On reaching s cimxsh with
stealtly sisps, he slowly opcned o windew and found lmside a poxrty
of about 3C Japs gossiying m:. theiyr eups of teae Tre rmm Japs
could now g9 the froch 1ight mfm?.b # . 0ly poom but they certainly
saw the o grenuios coning fpp thae vhich Mulk Dilberay Singh had

quiebly dropped in their midst,
The Sijh N.C,0, jomt did rot writ o see the rvesuli but ra..

back mnabaarvad with vmﬂm-m,,:l m‘?ru....m.zh @.?AAAM >
Jxﬂ?rf»é;-‘w ‘J}M'CLI frw—fzqnt. ma-&m L by Aﬁ
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Vith a high sense of auty, a Dogra Rajput sepoy though wounded

oot bak—waeer—heavy-Size carried te-emé—fye ammmition to e
frontline troops ¥i4% he was eveousted wwing to the loss of bloods As
soon as ks had vecovered he made hot tea and earrying u:ﬁ'darﬁnto
the forward troops mmxwx moved in the area serving the teas

Sepoy Dhinaram, a Dogra Rajput of village Ladha, district Udha
mpuz, Funjed, when his platoon of the 12th,Frontier Force Regiment was
heevily attacked by the enemy ot Chepu eaxly in July, Moticing o Jap Ll
causing heavy casualties and hollding our advance, tse—wesey iushed at i¥
and fyom a distance of 20 yexds charged with his own LuG which killed

'ﬂn crew of the enemy IiiG and silenced it, While coming back s saw an
enamy sniper on a tras and fove w2 buret Nlsh kitled him but at ke

gae Sime the sapoy wes zloo wouadsd serisudly by the sniper's bullets

on comlag mek he found that the platoon had zum short of
anpmmition and b #mde thres trips under vexy heoavy enery iive cazryd



wmm

uﬁmwwmmm xaaforudtoge the RAP for utm
owing to loss of Wloode :

'.rhh restloss sepey when Pe bad mermwad & Vit set about
makiag tea for the wacle plateon =nd mrb%w fm:rm %he enany
took Poxwmrd hot toa Go s sourades 11 the-;;mz'rtlnm.

snds
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Rout

Tenta Voo PA L
Expediting the Jap withdrawal from the Tesgswoopal Ridge

and converting his retreat into a rout, the capture of a prominent hill

to the east of Sibong, known ag Battle Hilly by a battalion of the 6th.

Rajputens Rifles enabled mwkm us to have o grandmstand view of the

retreating Japs on their I0C, The Rajputs singing and shouting mede mexTYy. !

here as they sent MG bursts on the Jap 10C, In this batile and from the

attock on Ione Tree Hill near Shenam, the Rajrifs have been commanded by

LteCol, Dinesh Chandra Misra of Agra and a graduate of the Indian Milita\y

Acadenye | . |
-~ The 28th of July was a rainy day and very misty tooe The &x

Japsy fresh troopsy about two companies strong, were entrenched ‘on the

forward slopes of the Imifeeedged riige up whieh the Rajputs had to

make a frontal attacks Alr support could not be had owing $ux to the

heavy mist and due to the near proximity of our own troops. Jap IllGs

and 10Cs xogeckiax along the ridge femmed a far mideble bastion, The

Japs here wexe the lay=belk of the mein cuewy forces who were rotveakp

‘as fast asthey could on dinmﬂm_thﬁt thelr line of withdrawal was

 threatened by the txoops of the 25rd,Indian Division,
mfmﬁ‘bufthaminohjectinﬂamllpmmch

- it wasnecessary to get first and which could be used as a base for an

attack up the hill, At midday with artillery support a company of

mjmsm:m:mm origlnuwofmam!lmthnm

Highlanders end a grandson of the Chief of the laclean Wlan ( the

unjor was formexly at Ballechin Nousce Baliimluigy Perihshire,

Scotland) led the attack, hmediately thede was heavy wnexpected LG

fire from the Japs in the pimple and all the machine guns on the hill

algo weve Tirimg ot this company, Realising that the only means of

seouding the pimple was to rush it, Major laclean at the head  his

company mede o desh for the position with bayonets, grenades and light

autonatl cs, Fighting ecross the thick babeo jungle, mevely by dabh

and courage mghomd-iihm lnjor laclesn captured the piﬂl. The Jéps
en $hif pimple dispersed leaving behind Hreir amamition, IiGs end
and MGg, 11 Japs were killed bdsides many ;nqa wounded, Consolidae
ting the crost of the pimple, this Highlend Major held it ageinst

‘ mvmwmtms.m:mmmmmmmmﬁo

] —_—
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further shopes of the pimple
Mmmwmommmmgot
behind %1 e pimple =nd cut of our commmnication with the battalion HQe
on finding thot the two companies which he had sent on ebther side &f
the track to mm:.a-eoumm:prognag:. vexy far owing to the heavy
enauy fire, e C.0, of the battalion, I%.Col, Misre, with only one
company rushed to the rescue erlﬁ‘nlacloan.melemd tha:mz.sojmdn
o:rthnwﬁghtimonoitharaida andhiamtactim reised e
mmle of our troops, On reaghing the pimple he established a deflensive
- box there and retumed to the battalion HQe In this fighting fre C.0,
vag slightly wounded on the ear and his orderly killed from a burst
from an enemy-10d3, _

mawmcimruda;mmmmmmm
plmple vas nede secure by lajor laclesn, Since it was pest dusk already
the attack on the main feature was called off till next day when at
about the same hour with heavier artillexy supports vhieh I saw going
off in great atrengthmmmmﬂmmmeMe
the Rajputs put in their attack, There was not much of heavy opposition
as the evemy was demoralised, Shouting *Jai's, Rajputs climbed to the
~“top and opened up their MiGs on the retreating Japs, Though many more
were killed only 37 Jap bodied could be found in the pell-mell, The
Japs ran in panic as we had cut off hip I0C. ;

Now cormenced the grand-stand shooting, Singing and
shouting merrily, the Rajputs vied with each other as they gave LG
bursts on the retreating Japs on the mmbdmiww road below, "Thig b d
battle was the climax to our campaigning for mowe than two years in
these wild jungles, high hills and death valleys", said It.Col, lisra
%o me after the batile, "And my men have never enjoyed themselves so
muh:m“mthsyatoodmtmgrmmmm
retreating Japs¥,

ends
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345N 108 1100 22 8 m spirited bayonet charge

on the enamy strong position at Lone Tree Hill, Subedar Sardar Khan
of the GtheRajputana Rifles set the pace fow our advance on the road
to Tammi, ' : '

: The Japs sbout two comyanies in strength comingxigik right
behind our positions at Shenam had established themselves on Shis hill
about four miles to the west which was overlooking ofir IOC from Palele
For our advance up the road it was imperative that the Japs should be
mtcdfm%hiﬂand'&om‘. This hill was the Rajputs?® cake
and the othufuno the Gurkhas?,

At ausk on the 23rd.July the Rajputs put in thedt atiock on |
this densely covered hill with two platoons, The Japs were on the ‘
crest qfthehiu and its further slopes, As usual the enemy had ene

- tronched himself strongly and our troops had to ascend the hill while
fighting, Hilleglimbing is) aaay!nthnpgxtaaatmﬂmlooa:ﬂh
becomes slippery owing to the incescant rainse But our men fight with
one great determination and  high semse of dutys Owing to the sscent
fe batile always starts by our meking a daahhgmnh at the an-v
positions, . i

- At this tense moment the same feeling creeps into one's mind '
as that ¢f a youth learning to m_‘hth?h&kla.t a deep well into
which he is ehiked to jump witfiout thinkings It is at this moment that
the great Itmdit_im.a:l. valour and honour of an Indiau soldier mrmmp
gets mastery over his mind and he makes a gallant dagh, I have often
seen sn Indian soldier at this tense moment and every one of them
czossed the Rubicon leaving everything oxcept kis duty in the hands of
Fate and that 1s what uMa f#r his braverys, I od.ﬁmt but adnire
thelr philosoplhy whieh dmmme: is most suited to the battlefield and is -
a very essential element in the winaing of any war, Hesitation has nof .
plwonhiaminda.nd if evoryone othinMshould'onlynm

an Indian soldier going into action, he will no doubt eherish e

jdeals which an Indian soldier symbolises in the war of todays




e

 Subedar Sardar Khanyvhom I pow making the attack, was XEX a
typleal Indian soldiexy Thvowing grenades in front, he led his men in
a bayone® charge sgainst the enemy who was only 30 yards shead, I saw
momm-wmgmmgtheJa@smMIMﬂthmv.Mam
fire, grenndes and cup dischhrgers, But nothing would stop this une
daunting V,Ce0, He had ¢limbed the crest and was proceeding to the =
stamck him and killed himg By his coursgefus snd brave action he had
mwdﬁewformmmmmmmmm to
d-riﬂmlwnm#thilhiulmthomimfewmﬂJmtmhad
mmmmmétemmmmmmmdm'
enemy vere woundeds Lorge mmmodoof quantities o valuable equipmont
%_c@m&%iﬁo@hnthhillhaﬁmmasﬁmm
Mwmm_mmmmm@nwmdm
ends
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In honour of the visit of His Exwellency Sir Androw Clow
' mmroruummeWM. m-ﬁmmma the
Maharajah of Manipur gave u dance<party in the Durbar Hall at his palace
in wi“loﬁ:ri‘:r"frr;;bothm services, the Avmy and the Alr Force
were present in addition to State officials and mﬂnh'bru of the m.
This wes Fis Iroollencytsfirst visit to Manipur seen ...
aftew the historic battles fought on :lta s0il by Indian and British
troops. : :
Msnipur the houe of a great dance tradition though battle-
scarved ekl retaing its festive atmosphere and its people have borne
cheerfully the conditions brought about bty the fighting on their sédl,
ousf troops have always been friendly to them and they in tumm have not
only been adniring the gallantry of the Indian Army but have endeavoured
with the means gt theiy disposal ® make the trmops comfortoble during
theiy stay here, They have willingly wacated thelr homes for us to stay in,



Coveruor qmomm:

have kept us mpneqﬂthwmﬂkforminmhspﬂm and have growm
themsﬂamproduuotmotnbhamdpwltﬂform&emﬁon.ms
m&oﬂmlﬂimﬂh&mth«nﬂwammmor sacrifice of
h‘?‘“&mmﬂ:mﬂmm.

_ Though I have not seen a single beggor in the whole of
this Btate, ?ﬁm prograime commenged with a beggarSs dance followed Ly

a8l
e a slow moving lNaga dance and several others one by

a youth with & plate ofﬁminuachhand.mandlituo
Mawmﬂummzﬁhothofﬂqﬂdidmlejumw
tothotmditim.nimla.wwynungyat.wsoonhaanarb-
ambassador to the world from Manipure

ends
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Butting m-oon clouds and mist surround the 5000 feet
high "Seraggy" which has been the bone of contention for several
months i1l July 24 when a battalion of the 10th,Gurkha Regiment
captured it after a heavy grenade batitle lasting for nearly four
hourse This opened our line of commmmnication to g forwaxd troops
of the 23rde.Indian Division who had reached Tengmuopal and Sibong
encircling the forward troops of the eneryye . . :

"Soragzy® along with "Gibraltar® and "Malta" are hills
in & boesline saem tho mountain-villege of Shenam on the PalelTamm
Road vwhich meet the Tengmuopal ridge at right angles, Shenam is the
crowning gloxy of an ascent over mountains and the yedd to it twines
inha.iszmhmd-mrymo_yardu and one false tum will send one's

. down the deep valleys below, The country is beautiful and abounds in

deer and gibbons. With an anmmual reinfall of hearly 200 inches, these
regions are converted in the monsoon into slow-moving wivers of
ankleedeep slimy mude The clouds and mist appear intermittently
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and a thin rain beats sharply down your facegwhen the cascades of

rains %"for a rest,
The Japs were entrenched on the farther side of Semaggy

from whose top ome could commssnd a complete View of the entire topo-
grephy to the east, Till this attack our troops were carrying out
roids and offensive patrols on the Jap poaitibns. Our object was to
kill as many Japs and secure infomation reg rding their positionse
On one mehpatrc;ls Yy a nctionof:ﬁtahttalion of the StheGurkha
Regiment, bursting with grenades iunto a party of 40 Japs they Gurkhas
killed nearly ten of the enemy and Teturned with useful infomation
about enemy defences and no casual tiese Naik Nerbehadur Gurung and
Neik Mehbhir Pun leaving an LG behind to atiract enemy fire, on a
dayk night erept upto the skyline and behind the Jap sentry postse
Moving further thygy heard mu-rmammmdslovlymking

a hole on the bunker, they dropped two grenades through it, As cries

of pain and terror rent the air, ome Jap who ran out of the bumker



was hit by a grenades In the confusion more Japs came out and they

were all hit as they ran into the slit trendhes where the Naiks haft
thrown twWo more grenades, Having hit two bunkers by now and flinging
t.lﬂﬂtmm&amgtheyconnt:;thn :_r.eltottho;pu.tm
and rotmmmed to the west side of Scraggy(our side),

Rightfex from the middle of May sdm not a day passed
without a rald from either side, Exchange of grenades broke the lull
between ralds and patrols mtm_ﬁmmummmm
short intervals between grenading,

Farly dewm on July 24, the 10th.Curihas put in thebr
attack with artillery support and Seragsy was held by nearly a company
of the enemy vho had only been reinforcelwith fresh troops only the
previous night, @renading théir way through,the Gusithas used nearly
4000 gremades, The enemy gave tough oppesition and had mined his entire
mmnﬂinss.&ehﬁmm carrying nearly ten to 20 grenades with
him, In pouring rain and slushy mmd the battle swayed to and frof for
nearly four hours at the end of which the Japs withdrew leaving 48 dead
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mmmm'h'dhnnmmdepﬂmn;@.mm
of the fleeing Japs were trapped and killed by a battalion of the
StheGurichas who caught them between two of their compenies down the
il _

Indigative of the last fierce battle on Scraggy are the
actions of Nalk Ajirath Rai and Rfn, Shyamdal Ral both of the 10th.
Gurkhas and of East Nepal, Mk, Ajirath Bal, section gommander of a
platoon attacking the hill from one side, when his section was hiéld
zmbyrinfmahrgohmkerfmmm@wi‘mmmmt forwexd
and leaning over the top of the bunker threw into £% three grenadess
As he could still hearx the onmw_maide.mmintothomtm
and was net by a Jap with an TMG, Seizingiim the LG with one hand
mmm:w%fmomu.ﬂupummommv
casualties mﬁ‘-’i& another were the only NCOs left, Taking command
of the platoon, he chiarged to the orest @ the hill and were fired

on from a bunker they had pasced, &gupto the bunker alone with
a homo<ede flame thrower emd—imeesded— | .
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MM}MWMrﬂm.m‘aIapa@mmtmm
A |
Rfn, Shyem dal Rai finding his platoon held wp crawled
forwerd with his haversack full of grenadess With complete disregard
%o his own safety, he in tum stalked five different enemy bunksrs
and throwing grenades into them enabled his platoon to atiack and
capture the objectives"It was 1like distributing fruits from a basket"
remaxked one of his officers to me, Perhaps selling pes~mits to the
Japsd 115
What vemained on Seraggy after the battle were stinking
dead bodies of the enemy, large uantities of smmmition and weaponuss
rations md equipment and recordsecontaining waluable informations
Swxe Soreggy itself wes bald most of its trees having been rased to
the ground and blg bombecraters and pot-holes yawned out & the
pouring roin,

ends
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_ Deserting the kitchenefire, a young Pathan cook in a battalim
& the 6thyRajputana Rifles would not rest with the fighting blood in
M veins Sks ami wemt to have & Grack st the Japs in the battls on
Lone Trwe Hill,

Mohawed Sharif, a Pathan of Dheri Kshal, distibot Hazara,

NP, Was Testless while this attack was on snd left the bresd burning
on the fire, His C,0, Whom he asked for pemussion to go and fight
sxfxx declined, On the sly he and amwothey orderly securing rifles and
amunition went to the crest of the hill smd joined the fighting.
Heanwhile their sbsence was noticed at the HQ and they were given up
for missing but to everyone's surprige he returmed a few hours laber

(o fph" i‘\a.,u,mn (G ra l?_;(f,mat)
and alome carrying a Jap mitimmh.nﬂtmming also he whipped

Yy

off without permission when the whole ares was infested with enemy
snipers and brought back a 11 inches long Jap bayonet which proudly
digplaying to me he remarked:® After all I am a bown fighter, I am
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always restless when hy battalZion is fighting and I would like to
fight instead of cooking", His C,0, muickly replisds® We camnot afford
to lose & good cook like you®, I also congurred with half a morsel of
chaprati snd eurry in my mouth and now Mohmed Sherif hes compromised
between cooking and fighting. | _

This battalion is proud of its fighting follovwers,
Two office runmnersgand two of the 0,C.'s bDodyga rd ol e=s all
Fojputee== hod also drifted -way ammed to fight,

ends



Wopd s Indion Army Obesexver
gm:m Avg *44
TS

Punjobi gonners on the Polel front w across 15 miles of
difficuli tevrain thedr baitery of 25-poundems were im time on top of the
__ 5600 fent igh "imbone® oa Deday to Tire on the reverse slopes of ma
wiere theo eneny wvd aatrondaid himself. This feqt eaxrned for them m&ﬂ&:
tion from theid Divisional Cuanandare

With a 10&&?_2 Qf(.‘n%t of noarxly 250 jeepe they had to climb
ne=Fly six XLk sfeep hills in pouring roine znmplm the slush was
sodecp&aaﬁmjmamldmtmtaﬁhadhhpﬂld}nhtﬂm& .
four with wenches fifed on Dedges manhondled into positions. After the
first five miles oven this became impossible and twy bulldozers had to be
hornesssds A% oue lucline the two bulldozmers ubchndm required 60 more nam
to pull cne gua We

Fiiing nesaly 300 rounds cu the evewy, the Punjabl gunners
sof tened the ground for cur Gurkhas to advanee and eapiture the positione.

Artificer Stafi Seaurgeant Dighby vhose home is in Karcchi
rescued o gun whldh hed fallen into the cud dovm em ingline cfnesrly
90 degroese TmmSungum With the shingle under his feet giving wy he went
down the slope ami::r 20 feet and working for neasly fiu’.:omgiggio: the
gun completelye It waz then brought vo and refitted again,

ends
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Jakmrrttes |

Iliustr-tive of the quick pﬂ‘mﬁon. hapdiness ané cheerfulness
of o lnlmwatia soldier are mmwmmrcomhriex: the mloitat:/&?mion of
the Hine Malar e Riflog on the Dmphal fronte :

After capturing o feature near Palel in n bryonctechhrge, Subedar
Moruti Savaat of villege Natal, distriect Retnagiri, ws injured seriouslye
Wiile 06 wne Beiug esrried in a stretehur, one ofthe bonrers woe killed
and the otier lesving him there went to ook Hor helpe He logt his wmy in
the dense juuglie and four patrols after 48 hoa;r:s fowd the Subedax in a
choerful mood inspite of profuse bleeding fram his injuries snd having hod
no food during the times

Rl Sepoy Buimu Bl of Chilkodl, district Bolgoua, after belmg
in Jup custody Sor 10 deys esceped widh o Jop rifER noticing that the semtry
was alseeps Marchiag acrose nearly 1 miles ¢f virgin jangle, ® his
surprise he found that his bettalion hod moved aveys Beating about this
enewy infested forest, he fiually reached his battolion with scanty clothes

Saik Shaukar Teraaker of village Kawle, disiriel Kolabay leading
ids sectlien agpiust Jap bunkers at Mudei Xunou, showad leadership and
courage of = high orders e was commanding a section of the lesding platoon
m.wmommﬁm'mwfmrmmnmmrmm
‘bulticers in fronte Ruming forward under heavy fire snd firing at pointe-blank
rmwithhiatmn%u@ﬁnslitc?&mhmh&bdlmdih |
Throwing two grencdes into it, without hes$tation he lad Mis section mkraig
straight into the anext bunker aud destroyed 1tgwridis

Sepoy Kashiram Chawna of village Sirgren; distriet Ratnagivig .-
was platoon-runnes of the leading platoon vihen the linkrattas attacked Jap
bunkerepozitions ne-r Sibong. The forwnnd elemenim came under fire and one
vownded llnhratds Lying e¢loue to 2 buuker could 1ot bhe mEummxtst recovered
owing to heavy LG fire/frum the bunker. On his own initiative tufis sepey
orgonising a party ofthree, led them forward and killed three Japs 1lying in
positions ne r the bunker. Then under covering fire from m his
partyy, Ershirmm vent forwmad aloune under fire and recovered the wounded man -
== quite colm at the ecd of it and greeting the RAP with n cheerful smile,

ends
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Unimpeded by rain and storm men of the Indian Pioneer Corps have
kept our forwnrd troops moving on the Imphal fronte Though their work
may not be spectacular, their promptness has in no small measure contrie

buted to the qguickness of our operationse
' Worlking under extreme conditions of weather and geography, the
Pioneers have carried on their job in pouring rain and floods, in four
feet deep slush and at heights of nearly 5000 feete

Besides work thet may be forced on them in an emergency, they
noramally carry rations, water, ammnition and wireless sets to the
forward troopse They also build bunkers, trenches and defensiwe arease
In the evacuation of casualties they ﬁ stretcher«-bearers, Working
‘under the supervision of army engineers, they lay the metal a.m. tar on
the roads in addition to helping the hlll{ioz.rg to level the roadse
And they have had a share in the :.areation of most of the airstrips on
ﬁis fronte 5% 1

The Ploneers get little respite; yet thgy carry on cheerfullys
on cae ocsasion they had arfived back from their daily duties at five
in the evening and were again recalled within three hours to uhload a
=oowny supply convoye 73 of them were at it till midnight and cheerfully
reported for duty early next mornings

Their work is quick and smarte Duringkik the time thiat Imphal was
fed by a2ir, on urgent summons from an RIASC unit® ¥.e Pioneers were rushed
to a forward airstrip over £im vhich the Dacotas were already hoveringe
The Jaops started intense shelling and af ter half an hour when thers wms
a lull in the shelling ne-rly 100 plenes dropped thelr precious corgos
Before the enemy gumaw again the Pioneers had eollected all the
stuff safely. :

Very often they may be found with the most forward troopse. A
company of Pioneers had to carry rations, mortars and small arus mn;n:ltu- :
ion to our infantry who had infiltrated behind the Japs in the Haga
village a2t EKohimae, They had to evacuate the wounded while returninge.
These Plonecers had just then returx_zed from their day's work and as soon
ag it wvos dark they crept with ¢ .eir maix load to our infantry positica
and daliverod the goods safely, The next evening they cemelebsly o Clie=
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ated the casualties and came back to their lines suffering no casualties,

Their work is not without amusement. One or their compenies
carrying ammunition aceompanied a2 bunkerebursting party south of the
.Silchar tracke As they were moving with thiéir heavy loads on time slushy
- paths in the pouring rain, 2ll of a sudden a grenade exploded rignv |
behind ome ofthe porterse A splinter went stratight for his water<bottle
and pilercing through it burst the water oute It was so amusing tiat the
Pioneers burst into laughter.

| P.tmm are an essential pa.‘l.'t of longerange penetration
groups. They collect the rations dropped from the airs One of their
platoonaroccntly csgcompenied a brighde for 40 days wi.en tuey collected
nearly BE& 98 per cent of the droppim an area of three square
niles across hillis and cudse During t:is time they also carried the
wounded for more than 100 miles across dense jungles and steep hiils to
the west of Ukhrul,

Frequently they eme underfiro._.a.manyearrﬁng reserve
rations end mmpmnition to our foir d troops in the dense jungles southe
east of Tiddim Road, while croaaing ooaullod EOCTCEICOEGE Gl uider
heawy firse Thoy carriad g tlne load in time and without 2Ny losse
On snother occasion they had to cmw which Joumix were yugxR
lying between us and the enemye While collecting it they were caughnt
between the fire from both sides but went on ealmly collecting the
entire lot for 45 ninute;l.

Inspite of the adverse conditions due to the monsoon the Pio
neers are quite cheerful. With stretcliers resting on their heads msd
moving in waist-desp md and weter, south of the Sileher track tuey ovom
cuated more than 100 casualties over o distence of three miles in less
then two hourse Some of mm needed urgent oitention, Wuem they
reached the RAP they greeted the .0, with o smile and o songe

ends
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Though less spectacular yet playing anequally vital role as
the frontline troops are the Indian and British troops manning the
line of communie¢ation, Their prompt and quick work has in no small
measure contributed to the winning of the Battle of Manipur,

tMovemant Control!'! who transport troops persomnel and stores
working all hours of the day and night have kept our forward troops
mo¥ing without a hitch, On a small railway mostly used formerly to
carry tea from the estates and with few coabhes available, daily they
move kbousands of troops and nearly 4,000 tons of goods, Their job
requires great patience and tact as they have to please one and all,

In their routine life they occasionally have scopefix for
adventure, Quarter-Master Havilldar Khad§m Hussain of village Angu,
district Kohat, NWFP, a movement control N,C.0, on board a steamer
transhipping troops and stores across the Brahmaputra, on amonless
night when his vessel xkrumkxaxxromk inxmidstrmam was wreckell by a
rock in midstrcam took a country-boat across the swelling sfxex xk
river to the nearest shore and ran nearly 20 miles before lse could
get a relief steamer, The vessel had cut a leak and water-was flooding
the engine room , This occured at nine o'clock in the night and
at seven in the morning Havildar Khadim Hussain was there wiith the
relgef-vessel to save and tranship to their destination the 500 troops
on board with the goods,

These river-steamers are run by chartered companikes but
thétr movements are controlled by the army who provide a medical
officer and 2 Hawiliar in charge of stores and rations, Deck-games
are provided for the troops and a new addition will be a =i radio
with loudspeakers,

ends
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With the advance of the Allied troops into Burma more
and more refugees flow intd our lines and the Army in close
cooperation with the Commonwealth Relations department of the
Government of India have elapforate arrangements for their
reception,

Large numbers of the refugges have escaped from Hiwe
- Jap-occupied terrritories under the most trying circumstances-
their only anxiety being to get to our lines at any éost. Some
of them have been rescued by our¥ troops as they captured
village after village and town after town,

On assembly at Mytikina the Civil Affairs Service of
the army takes charge of them, They are fed(augmented by U.S. Army
rations) .and they are transported by air to?ghdian airport, From
there army vehicles carry fhen to a transit camp run by the army
where the army supplies them with blankets, mosguito-nets and
clothiné?ﬁioéa eosf is paid by the Burma Refugee Organisation of
the Commonwealth Relations department,

From the transit camp they travel to a dispersal camp
under military escort where after interrogation by army offiwers
the Burma Refugee Organisation takes charge of them and sends them
to their relatives or friends in India if they have any, Otherwise
they stay in these camps spread over the whole of Assam,

At one such camp on the banks of the Brahmaputra that
I visited I was struck by the one-community life led by people of
various nationalities, Burman, Anglo-Burman, Chinese, European,
Gurkhas,‘Chins, Kachins and Indiaﬁs—- all live together and I
watched all their children playing together transcending the
limits of language, Thmyxhawexkheir Each capp has a radio, games ,
xmixzehaskX school and hospital, The army provides petrol, rations
and hospital comforts, "Once they come in they do not like to
leave the camp", said an officer in the camp to me,

ends
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Travelling more than a thousand miles by rail, two years
ago a thousand buffaloes came to one of our forward bases in Assam
to supply milk, butter and cream for use in our forward hospitals,
Evemixy Everyday they now give 4,000 pounds of milk and nearly 170
pounds of butter, Their milk contains a high percentage of fat and
it is strained and standardised before issued,

They came from a milit:ry farm in India and it took them
nearly two weeks to get settled to their newpgpasture,

These grade buffaloes are taken good care of, Branded on

its

the horns each has a name and a history sheet whsre/aerviif :eco- %
ebavir
calving record, lactation, veterinary,movemasits and weight/are all

kept.'T}ained personnel look affer them,
aAa LAy =
Some of the hospital patients have seen soze of the
each has his own
animals and gquite naturally theessssvess preference for "Nida"'s milk

or "Khosa''s milk,

ends
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State Labour
- 202/5

Working at most forward points on our line of communigatie
are white-clothed d¢imiibaws These-dverblies men from the Travancore and
Cochin Ym# State Labour Units, Their work has been invaluable and . af
giiickened the driving out of the Japs from Manipur and Indian soil,

Their work has earned commendation from thelr area command

"I should very much like them to

“‘their .
know that Xkmx efforts are bei]%}appreciated. In this way they may reel

that they as well as the serving soldier- who perhaps gets rather more
glory~ are doing their part in thedw present struggle and that when 1t
is over they may feel it is a victory in which they hawe taken a
considerable and honourable part", he says writing to their nganisath-
ons.

wWorking for more than eight hours a day even at the height
of the monsoun, they have contributed by their labour to projects of
the highest¢ importance and priority, They have worked on roads, xkxf
airfields, depots, rallway constructiong brickfields and antimalarial
drainings, Sometimes conditions were difficult an uncongenial but
ungrudgingly and cheerfully they have w 1?3 the re-ults of thd.r
efforts have materially assisted the war-effort of this front,

They draw rations and pay as the troops.They are supplied
with blankets,mosquibo-nets and anti-malarial clothing, Only they do
not were any uniforp, Thelr organisation is as in the army and they
are under military diseipline,

Describing them as "excellent units", General Slim, 14th,
Army Commander has written to thelr Maharajas expressing his gratitude
for supplying these units, "The men have worked very well indeed and

during récent difficulties stood firm and 'hehaved,és soldiers should"

ends
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ADPR i4 ARMY TFOR IAPRLO

KANT
Begins in the high thickly wooded wouniains of assawm that divide
india from burma hums one of the best and busiest transport systems

in the worid stop it is the avmy transport organisation on our line
of commmication to the iwmphal Jf'mnt'. and its quickness and efficiency
have stood the test well during the batile of manipur stop their
vehicles are on the road all the twentyfour hours and on all days in
the yeur stop working with five tonners tem tomners three tonners

and other miscellaneous vehicles they transport rations ordnance and
other stores and troops to the frontiine stop on the return they
remove salvage and carry loave troops to the railhead stop altogether
running about four and a half million miles per month th:ir average
1ift is sbout sixty thousand tons per month stop each vehicle in the
fleet averages sbout hundred miles per day stop the movement of
vehicles 1s so well organised that tnelr exaet loecation at any given
moment is known both to the headquarters and the company concerned
stop their own i,)o.].:l.go man the traffic controi posts at every ten
miles on the road stop road patrols ply stretches of the road locking
for casualties and recovery units are distributed at waricus peints
stop the entire organisation is linked up by telepljone which ensures
its swooth and guick working stop workshops scattered at convenient
intervals and marshalling yards at elther end add to its efficiency
stop traversing the winding mownt in belt known as the manipur road
is not without difficuities stop most of the road is in geed



page two conditicn but sappers and piconeers are mokiyp Incessantly
fighting the moamsoon %o keep the read in good condition stop thepe are
landslides both large and smali-@vey hundred in a month and bulldozers
keep constant vigil to go into action stop the hairpin bends are not
easy of negotiation for heavily loaded yehicles and when it rains
skidding is not uncommon stop steep slopes and equally steepf eclimbps
with the bends in between literally comvert the movement of wvehicles
into the rocking motion of ships stop but the transport vehicles have
aliaya been on time and never once falled owr forward troops stop to
obtain the maximum efficiency out of them the vehicles are maintenanced
with great care stop each has its history sheet including the drivers
stop a loaded vehicle pridr to its dwporiavexenxx jJourney undergoes

a twenty minute check up at the company station stop bolts and nuis are
tested tyres are checked and oll and grease seen to stop on return 2
longer test is conducted and adjustments made stop once a week they are
sent to naga serviee statlions where naga youths elad in waterprocfs

wash vehicles with high pressure water obtained by harnessing 2 wountain
torrent stop they alsc check tyres oil and plugs and they are enthusiastie

"1

stop ¢o says quote prove excellent mechanics and very reliable unquote
stop their sisters who de the gardening in the service staticn are
already jJealous and it may not be long before they learn to wgld the

" hose and the grease gun stop working in pairs the indlan riasd drivers
exchange the wheel every nundred miles and have a twelve howur break after

-




page three .o v thartyfive hours stop each vehicle carries sufficient

guangities of rations stop their job is not always without glory stop a
party of them fought in the battle &t Kanglatongbistop a pathen driver
whe erringly drove his vehicle iato the Jap lines was bayoneted in the
shoulder but made good his escape after hlding in & nulliah for several
days stop in the battle of kohima they often unloaded under fire and
ti‘i'.hin chservation of the enemy stop when the last road block on the
manipwr road was being eleared they were imzsediately behind the tanks
ferrying our infantry and sometimes only a couple of yards from the seene
of battle stop thepe was keen competition among shem as ‘go who should go
first stop their €8 commanding officer says quote 1 say unhéaitatingly
thsét they are the finest lot of wen 1 have ever vworked with stop twenty
four hours per day three hundred sixtyfive days per year they have given
the best that 1s in them worked extremely hard and never complained stop
1 would not hesitate to operate mmmk motor transport with these men in
competition with the best in the allied armies unguote stop note
insertion in seac will #nthuse elofsee troops ends
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Shillongs 23 Sep 144 :
P.O.L.

Fifty thousand gallons of petrol per day Reomex for
one full weck after the opening of the Manipur Road helped to
beat the Japs and push them outof Manipur,

Behind the $ssue a;nd movemnnt of th&s enormous quantity
of motor spirit lies the hard work of the R.I.A.S.C. personnel.
and the day and night vigil of those who man the P,0O.Ls.( Petrol,
0Ll and Lubricants filling st: tions) all along our line of communi-
cation to the Indo-Burma frbnt.

prior to $ssue
Millions of gallons of petrol Xiuckxarmxixxwes every day

are carefully tested zxmitxmlmmomst , 1":;\il'a:-t}ﬂ’t'aarx'eil.octmt;ai::le:r's are
cleaned under air-pressure and émamined for leaks and tightly A;;;ﬁ,’{
in orde® to avoid the s l':.:.mtusocmt rains gevbing—in,

ends o
Cattle story 2, " Zo 3._._3

While speeding along our line of communication to the
Indo-Burma front if you are suddenly held up by hundreds of ducks
marching in twos across the road and wondering to uhir:g}:hey were
prbceading as reinforcemts) if you follow them they will certainly
lead to the farm where a young British major and the son of Lionel
Edwards, the famous artist, would be mmxking p}eughing “the field in

wk a tractor ! 7 oa:r-e}-
his overalls xmix on—-e mmimrxwehizle constructed a bren-gun
carrier,

Unassuming Major Edwards beeides supplying thousands
of pounds of meat to our forwmrd troops is ¥ikmxs also rezring a
large number of ducks and geese with tha_l hope of issuing their
hundreds of eggs by Christmas to the troops,

The farm grows its own fodder and sileage and the
cattle are given the best fattening ration aviilable from local
resources, _ |

Farming by day 21 night he has to keep the wild animals
away, A couple of tigers, a few leapords and several hyenas are tle

visits
menace and periodic X&w#s from elephants an}i bears are not uncommam .

ends
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—— e

In a remote workshop on the Indo-Burma front,
cheerful Italians from all parts of Italy are helping to beat the
Japs, This mobile workshop is néﬁﬁﬁﬂiiay Italian, They have their
owm N.,C,0O.s and C,S.,M, besldes two Italian officers and they are
assited by British and Indian Iachanics\and staff,

Some of them have been tank mechanics in the Italian
Army and some have been at the Fiat motor works, En addttion to

type mechanics -
tackling every xxmiaekyx of motor Kxamhim they are experts at weldim
electrical and instrumentemalking Jobs.

The quickrfiess and the thoroughness of these Italian
mechanics stood the testuhmm during the battle of Manipur when they
put thousands of injured vehicles on the road againg withing a few
days -- most of them came in with smashed-up engines,

A feature of this camp is the comraierie between
Indign, Italian and British other ranks who all work, play and eat
together-- the Indians Wumw relish the macaroni and want them often,

The Italian football team is the champion one in the
area, They receive and send mail to their ;zzgigdat home, >

Like other ranks they xﬁiizxn rations and receive
uniform and pay besides trade pay. They are quite happy and their
CeOs, a British Captain, told me that they are the finest lot he
has ever worked with,

ends
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From xxxksrwsx tiny washers, springs, nuts, bolts and pins
to a 75mm shell, stocking and issuing them in thousands and thou-
sands the Indian Army Ordnance Corps with its several dumps all
aﬁzﬁg our line of communication plays a vital role in the defeat

of the Japs as they equip a sepoy from his rifle to his bootlace
and the army formations with their tanks, motor transport, wireless
_equipment and hospital beds, '

Most of the articles other thﬂn*::;:ggiiicinstruments
and motor spare parts are manufactured from Indian factories,

"White hot"- operational- demands are met forthwith and
despatched either by their own transport or rail depending on the
circumstances. ‘

During the battle of Manipur, besides large quantities
of ammunition, boots, gum-boots, trousers and socks in large
ng:&izzian were flown into Imphal where our troops had to fight
both the Japs and the monsoon,

Nothing is wasted by the I.A.0.C, They have al'return
stores! system by which partly serviceable stores are retummed
and they are sent back to the stock after the necessary repairs
and mending, They run their own workshops for this purpose and
in one depot that I xkwke® visited,their C.0,, an Indian Cofonel,
proudly displayed to me his desk which was made out of the wood
of unserviceable motor lorries, Plane-blades, Jjack and smoothing,
have been made outg of the springs of motor transport, Even chisels
and screw-drivers have been pro@pced here and their whole camp
which is about two square nilesréggég}ed to be "ersatz" tome.,-

These depots employ hundreds of civllans as clerks,
tradesmen and labour,

ends
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Comillag 1 Oct '44
Sixteenth

Wimning one I,O0.M,(2nd.Class), seven M,C.s, one I.D,S.M,, -
and four M,M,s during the battle of Manipur, a battalion of the
16th,Punjab Regiment fighting with the 23rd,Indian Di#ision has
played a notabke part inm &WMT Saeng

They took part in the wide-~flanking movement afainst the
HQ of the Jap 15th,Division which was then conducting cperations
to the east of Imphal, Moving by night only for four days they
completely surprised the enemy and killed 30 of the énemy in thss
clash, Pursuing the enemy further, this battalion surprised him
again at Shonphel, b gi?notines they had to
climb through virgin jungle at the rate of 100 feet an hcur before
they overran the enemy pesitions, killing atleast 30 of tha:n;gi
injuring an equal number, Part of the booty captured was s medium

mochine gun,

Their next action wase the capture cf thep/f strong enemy
positon of Khudei Khonou, In an attack at dusk when thefy leading
company of this battalion was held up by heavy MMG fire, znother
company under the command of Capt, Uberci of Ghalf.vé.l, district
Jhelum, took up the attack and stormed the position with great
skill and determination just as darkness fell, Capt,Uberoi has
been awarded the M,C, for his gallantry while leading his company
in this attack,

In a daylight attack against heavy machine-gun fire they -
captured another enemy stroéhold--« a 5000 fect high hill known
as "Ben Nevis", Reaching th; objective by a concealed route they
attacked the main Jap position from the rear.and killed nearly
40 of the enemy besides wounding many more, For the next two
weeks they had to hold this position against repeated countere
attacks supported by heavy artillery, The monsoon aggravated the
conditions, The men ate, lived and slept in their weapon-pits
day after day and at nights ax#ﬂgiﬁ;nad the heaviest enemy
shelling experienced on this front-- from 75mm shells to 150mm
onese

In the wide flanking movement of the 23rd,Indian Division
in the last week of July to cut the Jap rear, this battalion

=l —



captured three successive Jap hills by frontal attakks, They had to
fight under appalling weather conditions and had to march along steep
and dangerous tracks, In addition to ecapturing lots of enemy equipment
they captured a 150mm gun which had been shelling them while they
were at "Ben Nevis", :

ends
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Doctor

Display of the utmost coolness and courage in tending
the wounded under fire 1s the story of a young Madrasi doctor, Captain
S.Gopalakrishnan, I,A.M,Ce, of Calicut, Malabar,

As medical officer to a battalion of the 5th,Gurkha Rifles
when they came under heavy fire at M.S, 98 on the Tiddim Road in the
third week of March 1944, Capt, Gopalakrishnan never relaxed night amd
day for four and a half days under gxtrenely difficult and adverse
conditions, ' '

Hig improvised ald-pest under a fulvert and his "ward*
under & line of truck? were being constantly subjected to guafire,
small arms and sniping, The large casuzslties could not be evacuated
owing tc the enemy road-block, Water waes scanty till it was dropped
from the sir on the fourth day,

Undoubtedly dus fmxfikxxsffarizxx to his unrelenting
and devoted effcrt:s seriouc cases that could nof be evzcuated survived,
Speaking fluent Gurkhali he is léved by the Gurkhas for whom he has a
word of praise:" They are very quiet and never moan or cry even with
the wost sericus wounds"¥,

Captain Gopalakrishnan has now been awarded the M,C,
Unce previously, during the Indo-Burma frontier operations of 1042-43,
he has been mentioned in despatches,

The doctor graduated from the Madras Medical College
in 1941,

ends
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MADRASIS IN MANIPWR

Madrasis in Manipur-- they were everywhere, Right in the
frontline and all along the line of communication for many miles they
were there,

With their clothes dripping wet signallers from the south could
be seen standing on ladders and repairing their wiring masts, Only two
or three feet of the mast and the i:t% few steps of the ladder were
visible, the rest being under water, Very often the roadaélong which
they were working wese being shelled but calm and unpertﬁrbed were
these Madrasis till I called outko them in Tamil and”?bu should have
- seen the cheerful grin on their faces on being gicosted in their own
tongue by a stranger, Typlcal of the hospitality of the south, they
opened thelr haversacks and served me deliclous rice and ‘sambhar which
I had not tasted for months, Enquiries regarding wvillagejand districty
/ware exchanged and I parted from them promising to meet them again,
They told me they were all guite happy and proud of the part that
troops from their provinee were playing on this front,

There are many of them as drivers and mechanics in the RIASC,
in the ordhaﬁce and supply depots, in the hospitals, in the Pioneers
and in the Indian Air Force not to mention the companies of the Madras
Sappers and Miners and a2 battalion of the 3rd,Madras Regiment which
was defending Imphal to the north, I visited the Madras battalion and
found them in good cheer, S® New to modern warfare and yet with the

o~ equally worthy

earliest and mmeihy tradition in the Indian Army, these Badrasi infante
rymen besides killing a large number of Japs have patrolled far behind
the enemy lines and brought back highly useful information, Madrasis
have di:stinguished themselves in the Indian Artillery too, Quite a
large number of Madrasi officers lnn;g:;ving in the various arms ,@;WHV
Madrasi nurses did not lag behlndftheir menfolk and they were there
tending the sick and wounded with the care that 15 typical of them,

Madras must be proud of khmxpx these men they have sent in
khaki and the part they have played in the winning cf the battle of

Manipur,
ends
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West Africans singing Kali N,Ratnam's Tawil hits"Ennadi
Summa"( Why are you dumb, my bonnie lassie?) floats oegr?gggn a hil?
in rural Bengal,

Surprised at hearing a melody in my mother-tongue in a
distant province when I went there I was accosted by a stocky young
hhld&ain; Mr, J,D.Martin from Madura who is running this Y,M,C,A,
centre for West Africansgassisted by Hr.D.S.Vedanayaga:}?gon Madura

The Africans like Indian music with a gquick tempo and
they are interested in Indian life and history, Besldes music max
parties, Mr, Martin arranges F§¥xilmixxiomefit lectures and discu-
ssions,for their benefit, In addition to a radio and & library
the Africans have plenty of recreation in the form of outdoor and
indoor games, :

Not mang miles away is a similar Y,M,C.A, centre for
Indian troops which is also fun by another Madrasi, Mr, G,Eddy
from Nagercoil, A feature of thks centre is tg% international
dinner every fortnight when charming ohoerful fLﬂﬂtn nurses serve
at dinner,

ends
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Re‘fug%e 2023

Poignang sagas of the war in South-Bast Asia are the
stories of the flight of refugees from ap occupied Burma, Escaping
from the Bushido and his fire and facing our own fire their one
anxiety is to call'ovar to our lines,

With many an unknown hero or heroine among them, their
deeds are equally heroic as that of any frontline soldier, Unaéﬁed,
shelled, machine-gunned and bombed, thlixxmnthfxx leaving behind
their mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers and friends who are falling
dead or wounded next to them either from a direct hit or from a

determination
shattering splinter, their one azkarmin® has been to reach our lines
alive or dead, Aged, infirm,pregnant mothers, little children-- all'
joined in this flight from the hegls of an oppressopf. With their

indomitable courage nothing could stop them except death from reaching

our lines, _
charming :
Typical of them is the stopoy related,to me by a/20-year old

XEXXUXBU¥KGH girl from Burma, Her escape from the Japs under the
most trying circumstances is onm of high courage and great deter=
mination but she has to remain unknown during the war, With her four
younger sisters she left the Jap lines at Mytikina at midday telling
the sentries that they were going to gather vegetables in the sacks
they were carrying. Once the Japs saw they were escaping they shot at
them and machine-gunned them, Crouching and lying flat on the ground
alternately they advanced a little when the shells from our lines
came bur on them, Once more lying flat duri a lull th

wi% n a few yards st i s dlth o
reached/the Chinese lines who started shooting /them , Crouching near
a wall they sisters quickly decided khmak that the Bnly expedient
was to pinch the baby they were carryingam. The baby cried
and the Chinese stopped shpoting.-ﬂn.if‘hey were taken care of and

K Chanece
fed by twem till they were flown to India,

ends
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FarmsFor UK

Farming with the Fourteenth, Major Derrick Edwards,RIASC,
of Buckholt, West Tytherley,Salisbury,Wilts., and son of the famous
artist Lionel Edwards, is supplying hundreds of poundis of meat to the

. L5 N N Y -
ferward troops and oy Christmas hopes to cend aNast-nmber-eof eggs

“to thsm for which he is réaring a large number of ducks and geese,

If hundreds of ducks marching in twos across the road hold
you up along the line cf communication and 1f you follow them they

(himself a farmer in peacetime)
will lead you te Major Edwards/ploughing a field on a tractor constre

ucted from 2 bren-gun corrior,
The farm grows its own fodder and sileage and the cattle
are fed on the be:t futtening ration available from loeal resources,
Varping by day by night he has to keep the wild animals
avaye A tigress und her two cubs are paying nightly visits to his

camp, so far her haul being 27 eows, "All personnel are on duty with
tommy-guns snd rifles butl no luck as yet%, he told me,

ends
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Diwall

Diwali was celebrated with gre:t mmkk eclat by Indian
troops in Manipur, Goloured smoke-bomwbs took the place of crackers
and the din of artillery practice rendered the necessary background,
Multicbloured festoons and bulbs sdorned most of the camps and
glittering boards;"Diwall VWelcome" attracted dheryprxxmexhyionayx
the eye all along ihe roads, ‘

Feast and fun were had in plenty, 'Pilav!,'kurmal,'kheer
with a rich variety of sweets catered to the palate of the Jawsns
who were singing xwagx merrily-- songs reminiscent of their homes,
villages and townse In one hospital, officers, men and patients
sat together at lumch and celeb/rated the occasion with dances and
songse Colourfully costumed Manipuri dancﬁﬂg-girls entertained the
troops where encores and boistercus laughter kept the girls on their
feet till earliy dawn,

ends
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Nur:es Story 1 (Pixs RIK 447)

Nursing Indian and British troops at a half-way house near
Kohima are two charming Naga cousins, Miss Kesovole Angami(22 years)
and Miss Vikole Angami(18 years).

They do the dressings and dispense the medicines besides
heiping the medical officer in the o erations, The elder 13 a trained
nur-e while thsyggggiris an enthusiastie beginner, They both speak
{fluent Hindustani,

Coming from the village of Juokhoma, only a few miles from there,
tnyir presencs attracts a large numbor of Nages seeking mediesl relief
for whose treatwent the srmy has provided specisl facilities,

2348
Stery 2

B4O.Rss Fer U.il,
( Pix,RIK 448)

Assisting an Indian medical officerg four British servicemen
kept a whole night's vigil at the bedside of a iZ2-year old Naga girl
who was on the verge of death owing tc acute kidney trouble and
thercby helged to save her life, #s a tiken of thetd grotitude, the
Hag:s from the girlts village have invited the officer and the
servicemsn o a party.

The invitees ares Lt Chandra %chan Patnaik,IAMC, RSM George Todd
RA, of Landscer Road, Ipswich,Suffolk; Sub-conductor Herbert Haywood
of 28, Laurel Rd Dudley, Worcestershire; BSM Victor Pcel of 25,Crange
Rd, Southall, Middlesex; Sgt, Walter Graves of 17, Drake Rd, Rmyshariy
Fayaherley, Liverpool,

Showing symptoms of an acute stage of nephrites, the girl was
brought}gyozgaezzgiﬁgers to a2 hospital near Kohima where the army has
provided suffigcient facilities for rendering medical relief to the
friendly Nagase The doector knew it was a battle against deth from the
patient's condition but xkm with the encouragement of the servicemsn
he thought he might yet save her life, Every hour of the night was
marked with an injection, The BORs stayed on at their post till early

dawn when the girl was safe on th. wag Lo recovery,

‘hs*‘
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Committee

Visiting hospitals, units and recent battlefields, memberspf
the Defence Consultztive Committee of the Indi-n Central Legislature
spent seven days with xkm Indizn troops of the 14th,Army,

Thne party consisted of : The Hontble Sirdar Sir Buta Singh,

Co.B.E., Khan Bahadur Bian Ghulam Kadir Muhammed Shahban and Mr,
Amarencrznath Chattopadhyaya accompanied by Col, Beard, Deputy Dire-
ctor of Public Relations to the C -in-C, Indi:z,

Lt.General 8ir Sliim received them at 14th,Army HQ and gav?é
dinner-party in their honour, Here they visited a military hospital
and W8RY mmitx round the wards making kind enquiries of the patients,

Accompanied by Major-General Messervy, the Divisional Comme
ander of the Tth.Indian Division, they visited a battalion of the 14
Punjab Regiment where they spoke to the officers, V.C.,0.s and men,
After witnessing a "mock-attack" on an'"enemy"barbed wire bunker
when.ﬁby saw and baargigigﬂﬁﬁgzgﬂzr grenades, mortars and torpedoes
andffthe clatter of machine-guns at.close-pange, they.heard from the
Pivisionul Commender an account of the part played by his men in the
battle of Kohima,

| H.H, the Maharaja of lanipuf entertained them a2t dinner and
in their homour presented a dance programme with all the leading
artistes of Manipur in it which was much appreciated by the guests,
They congratulated him on his unwillingness to leave his State during
the siege and he in turn paid a tribute tc the part played by Indian
troops in the battle of Manipur,

The party met battalions of the 14th, Punjab and 12th, F.F.R

\Regimentbe the 20th. Indian Divisioﬁ where they inspected the men's
lines,jlingaryaad places of worship, More hospitals, z rest camp and
a company of Bengal Pioncers were also visited,

At the HQ of the 33 Indian Corps , after neeting its Commandes
Lt, Generél S8ir Stopford they spoke to the officers, V,C.0s and men
informally, Motoring on jeeps they erossed into Burma and saw Tamu,

NSV EOLU RS L LD B3RO P SL 1L ) P LU PR SY L. DR G S

The armlese , Em§
bodyless, noseless and eyeless statues of the Buddha in the pagodas
still sit smiling at every visitor to thé$ scene of desolation,



Page two Committee

Another battlefield where civilization is growing again,.
Ninthukeng near Bishenpore, was also visited by them where they saw
for themselves the skeleton-remains of the Japs who came to conguer
India,

ends









	MANIS005_001-005.pdf
	MANIS005_006-006.pdf
	MANIS005_007-018.pdf
	MANIS005_019.pdf
	MANIS005_020-022.pdf
	MANIS005_023.pdf
	MANIS005_024-080.pdf
	MANIS005_081-086.pdf
	MANIS005_-087-087.pdf
	MANIS005_-088-103.pdf



