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Mani: Indian Aramy Observer. !
Seript for Broadcast: With the Indian troops in Manipur.

Early in June I was flown into beseiged Imphal. Fly-
ing over high mountains and dense forests and pilercing - -
thick monsoon clouds we reached Iamphal. On 1and;ng I ex-

pectad to see grave and stern faces; instead, I found =2 cheerful

atmosphere.

Imphal as I saw it from the air wag a picturesque
green valley surrounded by several ranges of hills whose
tops were covered with heavy monsoon clouds. Within a
few hours of my arrival, I had & taste of the Manipur mon-
soon. All roads except the few metalled ones became rivers
of mud and pools of water collected everywhere. The
ground hecame so slippery that some of us who were living
on hill-slopes had literally to skate down. Leeches
started crawling up my boots and alter sunset swarms of

mosquitoes began to make their irritating injections.

. Having told you about the monsoon in this valley
I should tell y-ou sbout the conditions under which our
troops have been fighting here. You must have heard of
the island-hopping strategy in the South West Pacific.
In Manipur we have been hill hopping. Capturing hill top
after hill top we have driven the Jeps from Indian scoil.
Usually-the Japs were on the crests of these steep hills
and ocur infantry had tc chsarge with bayonets up almost
perpendicular slopes after our artillery had "softened up."
In such attacks our troops often had to climb more then
3,000 feet. On either side were deep yawning valleys with
dense forests. If a human being fell into them and sur-
vived his injuries, his chances of escape would be rare.
While fighting in the plains our troops had to walk knee-
deep through slimy slow-moving rivers of mud and had to cross

thick jungles of steep ravines and swift-flowing-mallahs,

L



—2—.

Frequently they had to cross ri%ers in spate to keep in

touch with the fast retreating enemy. The rain beats down
constantly and thick mists envelop the countryside. Land-
slides are frequent and csuse great inconvenience when we are
moving swiftly 1ntspite of the monsoon. For days together
our troops have had no rest and when they had a little respite
they used to close their eyes for a short nap as they were
standing in the knee-deep slush hecause to sit down or lie was
to drown oneself in the mud. If you had been there you would
have been surprised at their good cheer and light-hearted- '
ness in spite of such extreme hardship. You would have
certainly grown proud of these tough and resourceful Indian
troops who meking JAdght of this arduous life, smilingly

crack with you a few jokes in Hindustani. You would have
found xheg quite confident of their superiority over the Japs,
a superiority which events during the last few months have

amply proved.

You are proud of the name that the Indian Army
has established for itself in the Middle East and in Italy.
Y-u ought egqually to be proud of the part Indian troops have
played in the béttle for Manipur, fighting on their own soil
and defending their own country against the invader. If you
had heen ﬁhere with me to see the gradual wiping of the enemy
from all the four roads leading out of Imphal, you will
certainly cherish the fame of the Indian Army with the
realisation that India possesses such fine types of

fighting men.

On the Manipur Road, with a British Division;
the 7th Indian Divisicn and the S5th Indian Division took
NS ikres A Avteiing ot ‘Whe Teps.  Teti BERW Hikns
and Punjabis ¥d distinguished theﬁselves. Withié another
three weeks the road to Hkhrul in the north-east was also
cleared. The honours were due t- Sikhs, two Frontier '

regiments, Gurkhas and two British regiments. This was
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closely followed by the clearing of the 130 mile-long
Silchar track running west from Imphal. The worst condi-
tions of the monsoon were experienced here but Rajputs,
Dogras and Punjabis came off in flying colours 1q:épite
of it. Men from the Frontier took a leading share in

the fighf along the Tiddim Rrad to the South-West aleng
with Gurkhas and British troops. The climax to theﬂ
entire fighting was rezched whén the Japs ran back to
Burma in a hurry on the road to Tamu, chased by troops of
the 23rd Indian Division. Patiala Sikhs, Rajputs and
Mahrattas were close at their heels and converted the

Jzp retreat intoc a rout.

I ust mention the Madras ﬁegiment which
had to defend Imphal 1n the north. Probing with patrols
in the Iril Valley, they brought back useful information
regarding the enemy in addition to killing a large number
of them. Indian Signallers could be seen carrying on
both in bad and fair weather and their clothes were never
dry. They had always to wade across water‘before they
could get to their wiring masts. Even along shelled rcads
they could be seen calaly repairing their lines. Indian
Artillery had to haul their heavy guns up steep slopes
gs high as 5,000 feet but they were always there in time
to have & good crack at the Japs. Indian manned tanks
successfully supported our infantry and always adhered to
their highest code of hpnour - never-to lose their tanks.
Indian Sappers, Pioneexs,transport personnel and muleteers -
all carried out their taské in perfect time unmindful of the
severe conditions and some of them marched with our infantry
into the interior of dense forests when their only contact
with the rear was by wireless and they were fed by supplies

dropped from the air.

I should now tell you about the completeness
with which the Jap has been beaten. He w;s in most cases



il
starving and everywhere short of food. Men from the
Frontier told me cne day that they had found hiam eating
grass from his mess tin; sﬁch instances can be multiplied.
He was shoft of ammunition. In one encountsr he had to
throw stones at th: attacking Punjabis. His morale was
completely shaken. He ran toc save his skin. The remnants -
of his hrjy left behind in their retreat ammunition,
rations, trucks, pack-saddles. I have seen the ﬁaddy
growing on-the rice-bags that they left behind. He could -
not even take his guns with him~-so gre«t was his hurry. He
even left bshind some tanks, He discarded his wireless

equipments and telephones, His dead were scattered 21l over

the battle areas. iy

On the other hand the morale of our troops is
very highf. He now knows he can fight under the most
rigerocus conditions. The Indian soldier has become tough
and resourceful. "Our men are in zood fighﬁing spirit
and the enemy is no match for them#, said a V,C.0. from Kchat
to me., I have watched the superiority of our troops cver
the enemy. - In ambushes our men have proved nuch cleverer,
in reconnaissance_patrols they have successfully brought
back useful informati.n without the enemy's knowledge, in
raids our handfuls of men have inflicted lerge casualties
on numeritally superior feorces apd in froatal attacks our
companias have swepi to victory with bsyonet charges show-
ing a dash and daring that has terrified the enemy. Kven
in the element of surprise the enemy has been outwitted.

Here is how a Sikh battalion captured a hill near Palel.

One company went in to nake a fake attack:and,another was

sent to cut the eneny's line of communication. Meanwhile,

a section crept into the heart of the enemy position and

at a given signal shouted 'Sat Sri Akhal', the battle-cry oL
of the Sikhs. Simultaneously the same cry rent the air from

the fake attsck company. The enemy was-so completely taken aback
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that he thought we had surrounded hinm ané {fled from the hill

abandoning some of his dead.

You must be interested in the kind of 1life our

- troops lead in the frontline. I can tell you it is not

always £ zrim and very often they amuse themselves in a nautch-
party. Punjabi jawans dfessed as dancing girls used to
entertain them with dance,song, and kisses. Now and then the
nautch girls of Manipur whose dance is famous visit the trcops
and entartain them. The troops also have their own cinema

and games. Our troops have = good sensze of humeur even in the
frontline. I was accompanying =n Indian Air Force Officer

who was driving his jeep at nearly fifty miles an hour. We were
held up by a naik of the Military Police, who told =ay friead

in Hindustani: Sir, you are not driving a Spitfire nowl"

The r2lati nship between ocur troops and the
Manipuris have been cordisl., The Msnipuris have yillingiy
vgcated their bashas for our tr00p§ to stay in, have supplied
vegetables, fish, eggs and chicken to them and a2lso fresh
nilk for use in cur hespitals. More often the token of
friendship is a cigarette of which the Manipuris - both men

and women - are equally rond.

As I was returaing from Yanipur with some of
-ur leave-going troops, I saw the childreﬁ of Assam by the
road-side lustily cheering them. I realised immediately that
you have not forgotten the Indian Army that fought in Manipur
and kept the invade%???;m your homeg .,

ENDS,
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In India the word ¥frontier" has been commonly under-
stood till now as the north-west frontgér that divides India
from Afghanistan, Now the futile sttempt of the Japs to invade
India has brought into promineunce an equally important frontier—-
the panges of high mountalns and dense forests tc the east of the
province of Assam that separate India from Burma,

The peaks of these mountains vary in height from
5,000 to 6,000 feet and x:;: mostly steep knife-edged ridges
difficult of ascent, Often on either side of the narrow ascent
are deep yawning valleys sc thickly wcoded that.if one fell into
them his chances c¢f escape would be rare, Mountain torrents pour
down in great force and flow across as swift nullahs and small
rivers, Interspersed with the high hills are green picturesgue
valleys and the biggest of them is the Imphal plain vwhich is the
main portion of the Indian State of Manipur, In the hills dwell
the friendly Nagas, Kachins and Kukis,

The monsooh is a real menace to tﬂie parts and is
probably the heaviest in this part of the world, All roads
except the few metalled ones become rivers ef mud and pools of
water collect everywhere, The ground becomes slippery making it
extremely difficult to climb hills., Lecches abound and after
sunset swarms of mosquitoes make their irritating injections.

This is the country-- 1ts condition accentuated by
the monsoon--~ in which Indian troops have been fighting, Hille
hopping, they have been capturing the hill-tops from the enemy
by frontal attacks,mostly with bayonets, after our artillery had
softened up, VWalking through knee-deep slimy slow moving rivers
of mud, crossing thick jungles of steep ravines and swift-flowing
rivers,they hawe pursued the fast retreating cnenmy, Hiéts envelop

our troops

the countryside and landslides are frequeni, Some of %kmm used to
close thelr eyes for a short nap as they were standing in the
slush because to sit down or lie was to drown oneself in the wud,
Inspite of such extreme hardship, these tough and resourceful
men from all parts of India have been cheerful and lighthearted.



In the push towards Tama on looking at the paddy growing on thq
rice bags left behind by the fleeing Japs, a Sikh Jawan mxpkaxiwmd
exclaimeds " ’oor.rats, they have not had enough time to reap
their harvest} " fi

The Indian sepoy is confident of his superiority over the
Japse In ambushes he has proved cleverer, in reconnaissance patrols
he has brought back useful information without the enemy's knowledge,
in raids his handful of men have inflicted lafga casualtiosion
numerically séparior forces and in frontal atéacks, his companies
have swept to victory with bayonet charges showing a dash and daring
that has terrified the enemy, Even in the element of surpricse the.
Indlan has outwltted the Jape This is how mxS8ikhdiaiia the Patiala
S8ikhs captured a ﬁill near Palel, One company wemt in to make a
fake attack and anothe® was sent ©d cut the cnemy's line of commuini-
cation. Eéan!hile.n section crept into the heart of the ‘enemy and
at a given signal shouted 18at Sri Akhelt, the battle-cry of the
Sikhs, Simultanecusly the same cry rent thé zir from the fake attack
company, The enemy was so completely teken aback that he thought we
had surrounded him and fled from the hill abandoning scme of his deas
The Sikhs won the hill for nc loss,

Life is not alway: grim for the Indien soldier, In between
battles he entertains himself, At one place a few Punjabl jJa ans
dressed as dancing-girls were singing raral Punjabi songs of love
and dancing to the rythm of an lwmprovized tabla, AL ancothew piace
Madrasi sepoys were enacting pleces from the Ramayana in Tamil
in an ppen-air theatre, They scemed to be carrying make-up articles
with them whereever they went-- so fond are they of their stage,

ends
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Manipur is doubly preecious to Indian history. For the
first time $inee several hundreds of years Indian troops have
fought on theilr own soil reslsting a ruthless foreign invader,
Secondly thne heroism, valour and courage of the Indian troons ,
true .to their tradition, rose to an epic form here and men from
all parts of Indiae~ from distant Nepal to the remotest corner
of the Madres province-- took their share in this great effort,

Unfortunately, owing to the attention c¢f the world hm
being foeussed on events elsewhere the importance and true magni-
tude of the Battle of Manipur has not been appreciated, On a front
extending to nearly three hundred miles smst three Jap divisions
have been beaten and throwm out, the Japs sﬁffering nearly 50,000
casualties, General Slin}s il4th, Army trcops, British and Indian,
who fought there know how they had to fight both a maleficent
monsedn as well as a powerful foe, When the lotus blcoms in the
pondg of Manipur and the coy maldens @i adkong the roads Xamumx
smilecgzgmihrow thelr fishing nets intc the lakes from &%;Eathe
enemy 1s now far removed, cur troops undergtpnd it to he an

their And gvakilede Priove (Kowm paputamty ‘f*'*'i&
expression of ughl gratitude,mdsckiecmiX, ' oaafs n), F’\@Jk«f M:k.- o4 .

To understand the Indian scldier one has to know his
military tradition both in the Indian Army and in Indian history,
He is proud of his noble past and heritage, Coupled with his
high sense of dutly and his philcsophy of life, this is what makes
bim waliant and hes contributed to his success im Eritres, El /£
Alswein, Benghagi, Tobruk, Italy and Manipur, Destiny rules him
and to die as a warrior ls kuxgemxk the greatest honout to him,

Not only the men but young Indian officers h:uve also
played a gallant part in the Manipur fighting. Lt, Daljitsingh
Randhawa, 6thg,Rajputana Rifles, led a bayonet attack on a Jap
strong position on the Palel-Tamwu Road and for his courage and
initiative he has been awarded the M,C, The enemy was entrenched
on a knife-edged ridge and had thei; machine-gun posts on the

higher slopes of the ridge, Daljit and his men had to climb as




they were attacking, Covered by fire from the rear, the young
Sikh officer led his men undauntedly even though they suffered
early casualtiea. While within a few yards of an enemy machine
gun post m; B s St 4% anid K01 1s0 oy Vil Tar ihend
of his Iun, he advanced rurther and met face to fice = Jap

with whom he had a dramatic 1nter lude, Only a few yards between
them, they were gleaming at each bther and for a few moments
were mcasuring each other from top to toe, Butiix the Indian
officer had ncthing but contempt for the Jany for, as a child
years back has he not Learnt that a Jap toy brezks more ensily
than ethers and since then hé had consldered the Japs zs of
inferior quality, "It was a tense moment for me", he said
deseribing the incident to an Indian Army Cbserver, "The Jap
beckoned to me with his finger» but I salds'Talrot, The next
thing I did ianstinetively was to threw my remaining two Brenades
at him, I could not see the result as I was injured immediately
but I am sure I did not miss the mark", While his wounds were
being dressed, he was rastlasé and wanted to have cne more crack
at the enemy but he was not allowed, However his men cleared the
psolition and held it,

Now and then the Japs have provided our troops with
some amusement, Throwing both his hends up in the air, one un-
armed Jap approached one of our posts-near Bishenpore, Losing
his nerve a2t the last mcment, prcbably 3éeing the GurkBacs there,
he turned back and tried to tun wway, But a2 wekl-almed shot
from a Gurkha gifle made him fall dead to the sarth,

endy
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On ﬁ dusty evening when the red cfﬁds in the sky were
indicative of the bloody bittle that = battalion of the 13th,
Frontier Force Rifles had Jjust miih fwxx then fought with the
Japs on the Ukhrul Rozd in the St wenk o 0w 1=st, Subedar
Abdul Rauf of village Shadi Ehel, distriet XKohat, with his dusty
olbiios and tired yat stern Lace sxolaiwed. to an Trdtez Ay
Observers " Qur men are in gocd fighting spirit end the enemy is
‘no mateh for them", Behind tuese words lie the words of a class
of officers in the Indlan Army who are kncwn as the Viceroy's
Commissioned Offlcers and who ur%;iﬁtimate contaet with their-men,
living and fighting szlongaide thep as they do,

Their‘contributicn to the successes of the Indlen Army
has been very greast and to the wiﬁning of the battle of Menipur
still greater, Their rich expericnce-come of them with more than
20 years service~ combined with their able leadership attaihed by
aw intimate contuct with thelr troops has ﬁrov@d invaluable to
battalion commanders especially Ln.t“e dense Jjungles, It 15 elle
known in the fromtline that the V,.C,0. is the key-man, Even among
aneillary trcups he is very essential to the quick cnd efficsent
working of our logistics, | 5 l"

Always at the head of their men, these pffilcers have . set
the example in courage =nd complete disregsard four perscnal safety,
Jemadar Sattar Khan of the 12th.Frontier Force Regiment aqd.qf
village Shakradara, distriét Kohét, is an illustricus example but
thiere are many like him, Aheaq of his men in a bayonet—chhnge on
a strongly held position, he ehgaged a Jap officer in a ﬁand;to-_
hand scuffle and while on the point of vanguishing hiﬁ he-was
mortally wounded by a'grenade with whiceh the Jap officef killed
himself, This happened months ago near Bishenpore but. every. week
brings in a fresh story of equal heroism cn the frontitne,

: Jenédar'ﬂday Prakah Misra of Hasangun}, Lucknow, and of

the Bengal Sappers and Miners, doing a less spectaculat jJob dise



played courage to an equal degree, lngaged in the task of establishimy
a road-block with mines :nd tar-barrels behind the Japs on the Tamu
Road, he 2nd his men came under heavy fire, Wounded twice, he would
not go back t1ll he had finished his Job and completely satisfied

that his mines were blowing up-enemy vehicles, ; :

Even less spectatcular may be 8hs deeds of the V,C,0.s
in the Indian Enginesers, Indian Signals, Indian Pidnéegs and in the
ReI.2.5.C. But if one should only wateh them at work one would
realise thelr great importance and the contribution thay.have made
in saving theilr country from being invaded by a ruthless enemy,.

hey may come from cifferent parte of Indiaf and from different
religions and castes but the defeat of the enemy has been their cne

aim and to this end the V.C.0s of the Indian Army have played a
wobihy and gloricus parte.

ends



Wingate Script for Broadegast MANI 9.4 .4

. |

Many of pou may have seen a caravan en e meve Bit I %

wonde: if any of us have seen thut most colourful caravan tat left the
Indian so0il nest the Assam-Burma border on =« Februuary evemhig in 1543

and enteeped cdense juﬁgles on its mysterious and idventurou$ 1,000 mile
Jjourney intc the héart of Burma. A light blinked for the list time on the
farther shore of the black Chindwin before the men moving in siggle file
with all noise suppressed-even the hor:es and mules were trained not to
neigh- disappe.red. They vanishea 1i1ﬁ' eneny territory with radio aikbs se b
on the backs of mules and cxen =g ther only contact with their baies in
India. At__t.heir head wag a leader who with his long hair and areamy looks
appex«red more iike & prophet than an asdventurer.

That wus one of the most caring expedition ofimie this war,
kinown zs the Wingute Expedition and their lecduer w.s the 38ye.r old

mdgigzgger Orde Charles Wing.te from Aberdeenshire, Scotland® 10 Many
’

of us in this country(S.Africa) it rec;lis to our minas the stovy of our

adventurous pioneer, David Livingstone.

While Livingstone cume to a dark continent to explore and cary
the torch of civilizution, the Wingate expeuition went deep into enemy
country during a war of great calamitous magnitude and caused ‘m mc
to the enewny.In the three months they were there they raised bunds of
Burmese to figh?(uth our forces, have blown up railwuy lines, s.batoged
Jap militury stores «na dislocated the enemy's read traunsport.

These brave men cnristencing themselv;as "Chindits" after the
fubuloug griffins who guurd the Burmese temples, are¢ a fearless band
recruited from the stilted hpuses of Buru‘.fro-n the hill villages of Nepal
and from the grimy streets of Lancashire industrial towns.

The Burma Rifles contributea l.rgely to the success of the
'expedition. Consisting ofChing, Kachins, Karens and Burmese, they were b{’ﬁ
eyes and ears of Wingute's coluuns You mist remember that the jungles on
this frontier ef India are &s dense as our own jungles, where massf

penetration is difficult while infiltrution can go almoast unchecked. These
seasoned troops of the Burma Rifles h.d served in ther homéland before the-



Winrute R
and kn@y the customs of ther peoples, therr IJungless, tr.cks and rivers amn
how to live on te country.

Wingate gave the sti@dy mountuiu dred Gurkhas and the city bred
tall British troops intensive training in in Jjungle war.xl"'are, river cnossw
and forced murches with heavy packs ©iil they were moulded inot tough and
determined shock troops.Thousands of troops becaMe huleteers und stuyed
with their animals day and night. Otiiers ledrned to look after elephants .
The re t were used as iufantry.

Divided dnto several coiuuns able to opeate seporately, the force
moved with aircraft cooperation. Radios kept them in touch with army heud-
quaters 41.16. r dio messafes told plan2s where to drop supplies, which bazg.
targets to bomb and the latest news of enemy Movemants.. Loudspeakers were
used to talk to tie viliagers and leaflets were @issued tojffthem.

Proceding eastward by Jjungle tr.cks and over mountain tanges,
certain coluuns penetrated over 200 miles énto Burma. Early in thelr march
putting out of action a main railway link, they destroyed the truck ad bmk
bridges; xm® at seventy five _.lawes. The?énew tried ¥o encirele them and
after shar, encounters our men proceded guglward snd crossed the river
Irrawady. Oper&ting there for & conséderable period ana engaging large ns
nuMbers of the enemy, when they had done «s much damaze as they (:uuld,' the
force made its way o'#® in spite of a Jap attemuyt to trap them,

The R.A.F. played a magnificent role ‘n this expedition doing over
50,000 miies of night and day flying, trunsporting and delivering by para-
chute over half a miliion =R pounas ofsupplies to constuntiy moving troops
and sometimes evacu.ting the wounded. t

Wing te went with the British Premier to Quebec znd there plans wame
rﬁnmlatad for thhe recent airborne invagion of Burma, 1l .nding troops 200
miles behing the enemy lines. It is indced very unfortufte that when his
forces were once ggain making history ﬁ'l_at ther leader should have lost
his life in an aircrugh over our own territory. :

Wingate lived and died z hero. His men embody in conerete form his
idesl of the "combinstion offthfoldest with the newest". They think of the
Japs in th?';same terms:" a aull, ferocious, po{erty-stricken little enemy™.
The spirit thqt ®em he huas instilleu indé them and the training they have
received befit them for one of the Most arduous yet grundest jobs of the
war in the East-- the driving of Japs back to their honﬁland.

enas
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