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Mani:Indian Army Observer
IATC:7 duly '45

Cuttack,suly 7: Before a large gutheling off local citizens and
officials in the Assembly Hall,H.k,8ir Hawthorne lewis,K.C.S5.I.,
KoCoIoE.,1.C.S., today presided over LASj§raduation function of
HXEAXX Utkal University's Indian Air Training Corps. Owing to the
inclement waather the passing-out parade arranged for could not be
held.

Lady lLewis pfaaented the maxkizix certificates to
16 successful mamdidxkes cadets of whom eight are to appear before
the Selection BoSRi*¥oPtRe*B8yal Indian Air Force.

Dr, Parija,Vice-Chancellor,presented the first report
on the I,A.T+Cs in the University. His Excellency stressing the
importance of air powerg and explaining the posi-war mixiXian civil
aviation plans in tne Orissa province, appedddd to the public to
take increaéing interest in aviation., He also hoped that the students
of the University would join tine Re.l.A.F. in large nuimbers and
congratulated F/O S.L.Shal/SH2T88 SErFiPndF2t d¥€tne first batch of
trainees, - 2

H.E. and Lady Lewis spoke individually to all the
cadets, Cadet Aditya of Ravenshaw College,Cuttack, won a silver
cup as prize for the best cadet,

: % ends
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lhnilx';iny Observer N
Fifth Indian Div,.
I4 Aug '45

HOLD REIEASE TILL OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEVENT.

s

Rangoon,Aug I4s Troops of the Fifth Indien Division were wild with
Joy on hearing the news of the unconditional surrender of the
Japanese.

Supporédd by tggﬁglack-berettod Indlan tankmen who
fought alongside them on the drive to Rangoon,Indian and British
troops of thls senior Indlan Divislong went round the streets of
the city shouting and waving with Joye

3 . Thair commander,Ma j=(ene.E+CManserzhy 0Bk eyglieCogTeDe,
aa:ldl"& W one of relief but of satisfetione I am particularly
glad that my Divislon has taken a full share and played a gallant
part in the victory over the Japanose?

The Fifth has the mique mig orlg‘;iﬂ.gg‘;?ught all
the Axis partneesjthey Emuxk@xihx smashed t.he Itallanes in Abyssinla,
the Germans and Itallans in North Africa and the Japanese in Assam,
Arakaan and Burmas Hence they rejolce doubly at the final liquidation
of the Axise '

. Sub~Ma jor Ganpat Singh,OeBelegof village Pempurg,
Jodhpur State and with 28 jaara'aervica in the army aald as soon as
he heard the newet"We rejolce kmx at the news because our people at

home will zet more of the neces#ities of lifees It would also mean
thatwe could return to dur homes and rest which we need badly$
Subelatif Khan,IDSM of village Lriplian,district Hazarat"First I
rejolce in the victory wef have gained over the Japse Secondly it
will mean better days at home". gr the same view and adding that
it would mean the saving of m;ny thousands of lives was Havelohde
Akbar,MM,Bar=MM, of village Nahesar, district Rawalpindi.

3 Army olerks,cooks,sweepers and barberc--mll those
who never are in the limelight and who rarely get honours and awardse

they were equally enthudlastic over the victory as the infantry xxXe

Rxmxx soldler,
ends \¢P/
\u\%



.ﬁani: y Observer
H ﬁhnx.gg. Div. e
4y Aug 84 ~

RangoonsAug I43 Thirty year old Lte.Col. Sarbjit Singh Kalha,D.Se0.,
of willage Naunpind, distrlct Gurdaspur,Punjab, commands a distinguished
battalion in the Indian Armye-= the second battalion of the Ist.Funjab -
Regiment,
His father Ral Sahib Sunder Singh, who was formerly an
Executive Engineer in the Burma Rallwaye, EERRERNEEs@XENEXRREINIXXTIINK
frmmximomxdnaxinxButhksmmy superviced the first laying of the rallway
line from Hqungdaw to Buthidaung little knowing at the time that his
son, years later, would win the Distinguished Service Order in battle
not very many miles to the south of this rallway.XimmeIt was at
ugamuux/m: Lt.C0leKalha, in temporary command of this battalion,at
the time,dlsplayed skilful planning and bold execution by whieh he
opened the Pase to the relief of the beseiged Seventh Indlan Pivision.
- After graduating from the Khalsa Bollege,Amritsar, in
£935 he gxtmmit was commisioned at the Indian Mlitary Academye He saw
service in Wazlrestan,I936eI937 and since then has been with this \
battalion in the Fifth Ind&én Divislone
| He has three kxkkmxmxmx brothers as officers in the

|

army among whom is I§,00l R.S.Kalha who 18 an Asdistant Director of
Survey at an Army HQe
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Mani :Army Observer
Fifth Indian Div,
I4 Aug '45

'HOLD RELEASE TILL OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT .

Rangoon,Aus I43 Troops of the Fifth Indlan Division were wild with
Joy on hearing the.naws of the unconditlonal surrender of the
Japanesee.

Supportdd by t:;:%uok-beretted Indian tankmen who
fought alongside them on the drive to Rangoon,Indian and British
troops of this senior Indlan Division; went rouud the streets of
the city shouting and waving with Joye

_ Their commander,Maj=Gen.E.C.Manzersgh, OeB.EeyM.CapyTeD,
s8alds"It is not one of relief but of satisfetions I am particularly
glad that my Division has taken a full share and played a zallant
part in the victory over the Japanesel

= in the Indian Army

The Fifth has the unique recordfof having fought all
the Axls parinepsjthey xmaxkdxihm smashed the It;llans in Abyssinia,
the Germans and Italians in North Africa and the Japanese in Assanm,
Arakaan and Burma, Hence they rejoice doubly at the final liquldation
of the Axis. . '

Sub=Ma jor Ganpat Singh,Q.Bele,0f village Pempurg,
Jodhpur State and with 28 years service in the army aald as soon as
he heard the newsi"We rejoice xkmx at the ne*a because our people at
home will get more of the necessities of life, It would also mean
thatwe could return to dur homes and rest which we need badly%
Sub.latif Khan,IDSM of villagze Kriplian,district Hazarat"First I
rejoice in the victory wef have gained over the Japs. Secondly it
will mean better days at home". gr the same view and adding that
it would mean the esaving of m&ny thousands of lives was Hav.Mohd.
Akbar, MM, Bar=MM, of wvillage Nahesar, district Rawalpindi.

Army clerks,cooks,sweepers and barbere--all those
whe never are in the limelight and who rarely gzet honours and awardse
they were aqﬁally enthudiastic ovef the victory ae the infantry xmit-
Bxmxx soldier, '

ends



for PR alfsea
from mani army observer

johore september seven stop xhEm an ex prisoner nf war came

to the rescue of a rajput staff car which was stuck up on the
Johore trunk road with engine trouble uader gquite dramatic
circumstances stop sgt(13460) James baynes of ﬁixtyseten

lons road dundee scotland was murching along with #G#ﬁir
australian ex prisoners wien they came across the staff car
tnhtxnﬁnxlxxlxxxaixxa3pnxxnfiixxxaxhudxpntx:hltx with several
rajput officers peeping inside the bonnet stop xm= australlans
hailed the question quote you want our best mechanic unquote
and when tn&gﬁg reply yes came sgt baynes HIkRXXRXXasEX set the_
car running witnin a few minutes stop he was no mechanic but

& rubber planter in malaya gho volunteered with the austraiian
forces stop ne had been for eight years in'maLaya before he
voluntecred RRERxIARXQMELERAGYxKSMAXAIRR during the emergency

and specks good tamil and malay ends
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for PR alfsesa-

from mani army observer

EXKZXEBX Joho;e september seven stop| Majputs yesterday
hoisted the union jack on the causeway connecting singa ore
1sland_witn the malayan nainland at johore bahru soon aiter
occupying tue causeway and & large am-unition &mm and arms
dump nearby stop they are troops of the fourth battalion of"'
the seventh rajput regiment wno won <fame at the battles

of kohim& point one two four in araken and tiduim stop about
midday they m.rched from singapore Xx# X® and were welcomed
&ll along the road by indian australisn and british troops

who had been prisoners with the japs stop one aussie exclialimea
fams xEx to me quote indian scluiers arent they smart where
are they from unquote and when eye told him.they were rajputs
he jumped and shook my hunds vigorously stop the rajputs
relieved a battalion of the japs who had their positions on
two prominent hills covering the causeway stop thousands of
rifles & hundred automatics and lerge quantities of emmunition

were stocked in the dumpTStOp .
s story two stop two first cousins

from fontwell sussex had & pleasant remnion after twentyfour
FEXXEXNXEXIXB8XE years égﬂﬁrihey wet outside a prisoner of war
camp where (A.l+493) Major allen robinson ninth gurkna rifles
sf son of doctor charles robinson fontwell near arundale sussex
had been interned by the enemy stop the cousin lieutenant

kenneth robinson royal artiliery coming to singupore &s japanese

interpreter with our occupation forces XELEXXIAEXEINE located
the major at the changi camp stop he gave him news offhis
people wnich he was rejoiced to hear stop quote sye saw him
wien eyed was five years old/So s oye could not recognise

him easily stop he has just missed his brother capt michael

robinson royal army ordnance corps who left india only two
months ago on repatriation unquote he said to me stop qupto
eye knew he was in malaya since wef received a red cross card
fros him but did not hope to meet him so soon and it is very

@¢ifficult for me to describe how happy we are stop eye am glad
: o '

eye came to singapore stop ends

b

.
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iI-—wna:ingapt'.u:'a spptember sixth stop government house sinjfigapore was
the venuef of a picturegque ceremony this afterncon ghen the
punjaobis hoisted the union jack over it stop after searcning
for an hour & local chinese school Xenk gave them Xkxixx one
stop the Jjapanese guard was dismissed and taken to tuneir camp
SE9R 0882k Lt.Col Sarbject Singh Kalhe,D.8.0., commanding
the Exxkxiimax second battalion of the first punjab regiment
marched xXhm his troops and mounted the gua{glatop the chinese
dragon crests on their berets were glittering in the midday
sun as they stepped smarlly quite proud of thie achievements of
the indian army stop it was like a peacetime guard mounting
and the punjabis enjoyed it after many yeary years of war
stop one of the punjabis broke the flag at the masthead and
they took tue salute stop their olive green battledress made
them look as though they hud grown on tne greea lawn stop
the ceremony was perfect except for the band stop immediately
after an advance party from seac headquafters moved into
government house ends




for PR alfsea
from smamkx mani indian army observer

singapore seplember sixth stop punjabi troops who landed in
singapore as the first occupation troopsy have & proud history
behind them stop they are from the second battalion of the
first punjeb regiment which is nearly hundred and sixiy years
old stop the battalion was ftaised in madras in Seventeen
hundred eighty one under the name mmdxxsximfxwiry sixth native
infantry step they fought in the china war in eighteen hundred
forty two when tney suffered more from the caninese dragons in
the jungles tnan from the enemy stop since then they proudly
wear the dragon &s their regimental crest stop its name changed
for a while into sixtysixth punjabis and later into tne present
one stop in the first great war they fought in mesopotania
where wien most of them had become casualiies, the rest were
surrounded and captured at Kuil-hyphen el hyphen amara stop

at the énd of tie war the prisoners joined their battalicn
which had been meanshile raised again in india stop between

ihe two wars they were inm the north west fromiier of india

and took part in all the wazirstan campaigns earning the name
of being one of the crack battaiions of the frontier stop with
the fourteenth indian division they went to the eastern frontier
of india in fortytwo and since ihen nave fougnt in arakagu
impnal ard burma stop their first round against the japs was

at donbaik in arakagn stop sent do foil renowned colonel
tanabasbis encircling column attemptiing to get behind one of our
brigades stop the punjabis dragons achieved their objective
after standing upto fanatical and determined attacks by
overwhelming numbers for three days continuously stop after

" figuting fmx nearly fifteen months they xxtliﬁ&t to india for
-training only t6 return to arakan after fhur months with the )
fifth indian dividion stop there after smwashing ths znemy badly
at the battle of quote three knobs unguote they were assigned
the important task of opening the ngakyedauk pass to the

relief of the besieged seveuth indian division who were Being
supplied by air stop the battalion made itz two famous leit
hooks and captured two important heights which were holding

up the advance of the fifth indian division to open the pass
stop quite & heavy toll of japs was taken and this operation

& .one earned for the division two a&ssx distinguished service
orders seven military cross and several other awards stop Xix
xxExhzrexthxk flown as leading troops of the Iifth indisn
division to besieged imphal when the japs threatened the safety
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manji indian army observer

page two

of india they decfended the quSte litan box unquote where some

of the most bloody battle for the defence of inuia were fought
next they covered the wltharwal of the indian parachute origade
from shangshak and other trodps on the ukhrul road and their
next role was as the spearheas of our advance along ihe tiddim
road some Mlagnificent battles were fought on this road and they
won their first victoria cross on the way to capture kennedy
peak but unlucky subedar ramsarup singh did not survive to
receive the mumyEX distinguisheu award stop in the liberation

of burma tney fought on the battleffelds stretching from meiktila
to pegu and moksnitwa stop these punjabis entered singapore wilkh
hundred and fifteen awards to their credit in thgis war ends
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for TR alfisea
from mani indian army observer

singapore ssptember sixth two men from feicester mzx were over=
Jjoyed to mect for the first time outside a prisoner camp in
singapore stop after threPe years of mental weariness sickness
and toil as a priscner in jap hands (637076) aircraftsman dennis
lacey jumpmoxwxihxjax 166 brunswick street leicester jumped with
Joy when accosted by fusilier cyril snutch of main strect
sardington stop fusilier snutch was marching along w.th ;unjabi
troops of occupation when they reached & prisoner of war camp
stop fusisber snutch looked at a weak one lewning on & post of
the barbed wire fence st0p.snu§§h hesitated for a moment and
then xdxanzmdxkisxaexiszey advancing to ac lacey asked for his
hometown stop as the low reply leieester came both shook hands
vigorously and a volliey of questions and answers were exchanged
stop quote for three years the japs forced me to work cutting
stones on hills and my health broke down ng to poor nourishe-
ment but since our troops came am 1mprovii§;taknn care of xuk
unguote said he tome stop quote hope to be en my way home soon
unquote stop next to him another RxXkix australian prisoher
hailed quote jahnny unquote to a gurkha and guestioned him

quote gurkha unquote stop quote ji unquote replied the syéky
nepalese and immediately they shook hands and embraced each otﬁer
stop ends |
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For PR Alfsea
irom mani indian army observer

EXRAKJB 8 fun] .
Bingapore september fifth stop indian Q’ﬁ british troopé}of the

fifth indian division landed nmExm at kRmamainxwhxri singapore today
under a heavily laden sky stop trained for combined operaticns -
recently in Rangocn comma they were keen on making & tactical
landing although tne Japanese commander of the island had signed
the surrender.stop indian troops returning after three long years
were given a feousing reception by the chinese indian and malay
residents who hung flags and festoons angufﬁfzfoﬂﬁatop second
battelion of the first punjab rogimont(ffg_thim& of the fourth ;:y
gurkha rifles landed sﬂsifiﬁnugusly while first of the seventeen
dogras landed at pulau brani an isiand south of singapore  stop
@isarning and rounding up of the Japanese commenced 1lnediataly
during which our troops showed restraint and discipline stop the
Hippon army was polite and generally behaved uo;i:gtcp incidents
were to be avoided and nence it was a delicate operation stop
taking over guards Naxsxdrxmxkiz at key points REXEXXXXNXXIE was
quite dramatic stop company commanders approached the officer in
charge of the jap guard who had already received orders from their
own seniors stop jap officer saluted our major and then called his
guard to attention before ordering them to surrender their rifles,
bayonets and amuunition after which tne officer laid down his own
pistol and sword stop muxhexfxkixnimxiinmxmiix after they were mx
marched away to a central camp with their kit by our escort, our
guard took their positions stop it seemed that the jap mmxmxkmmx
ERXimprexsing was keen to impress us on his swart parading and most
¢of them had cheerful looks perhaps with the hope of returning home
in time for the autumn equinox festival stop the indian tiger
struck in north africa killed in burma and now reposes with calm
dignity at the focal point of south east asia stop 'the fifth
indian division smashed every one of the axis triuﬁvirnto and it iss
fitting that they should be given tne nonour of reoccupying th.s
usuonwarfﬁg bl |

(
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For FR alfsea
from mani army observer

singapore september twelfth begins general itagaki imxEsisdxmikk
EuixxxuERurixyxxudxe with credentialfand seal from field marehal
terauchl pxpxcoammander of thé jap expeditionary force southern
regions ERFEERAERXRRXKRXFAXEIRM Zxamr along with his ten genczmls
nurrenﬁgriafsﬂfs morning to lord louis mountbatten supreue aillied
Commander sea stop KINRE MILA LER) BUPRANIXENOXSEXERNL brigedier
kay yess thimayya dso represented tine indian army at tne €unction
wnile capt maiaraja of cooch benar and lieutenant colonel

suer ali represented the indian states stop the pxaxmxcexpf
honour done to these tnree ofificers is in recognition of tie part

'playod by the indian troops in the defeat of tue Japs in south

ea-t asla stop the municipalltonn hali wa: tne veuue of this
surrender approacnes to whicﬁ were crowded with chinese inulians
and malays since early tiis morning stop & guurd of honour was
provided to the supresumo on tiie guote padang unquote ou.o0sirie the

‘town hali stop aloug w.th murines navy air force andgtralians and

british troops incisns from the first battalion of the seventeenth
dogra regiment presented the guard of honour wnile punjaovis
gurkhas and madrasie were also on parade estop after inspection
ihe supremo Petired to his Poom in the building stop mewnshile
s genezxsl itagaki wnd his party were escorted into the hall
by senior officers among whom was lieutensnt cokonel sarpjcet
singh kalha dso afxtke conmandingff the second battalion of tne
first punjab regiment stop REARXINIRAXARXXXKRANKXWEXREXKKKLL
8;$z:n¢hx the supremo entersd after a few minutes and xsxdxaxk
wxuw after reading out a message from count terrauci regretting
his inability to be preaont-on the occasion and enmuowering
general itagakl ~ith full powers to surrender ximp commna

read the surrender document to be signed by the jap genezal
stop gensral itugaki signed eleven copies of the documeutl not
forgetiing to Rixxiiw stamp the seal of the jap count and his own
stop everyone of these copies was countersigned Dy the suprewo
and one copy was handed over to itagaki who and nis purty bowed
and were marched away stop lord louls tnen appeared at steps of
the hall and prociairsd the miikx aliied military occupation of
south east ssia after which the union Jack was uniurled in the
quote padang unquote and the aritish awerican chinese and dutch
natiopal anthems were )&ayid by the oand of royal marines stop
the crowd and ex indian prisoners of war who nud priveleged

positions st the function chsered the supremo stop quote we

‘were forced to Le present at a similar function ihs japs hedd

in 1942 but today we alli caue xnxu voluntafily to take part and
caeer 5@:&#“"“"!!‘#& vﬂquowe nuid a group of chinese to me

ends



Batavia, september 29:

For Public Relations Service S8ingepore please pass PR Alfsea from méni
army observer witn 23rd lundian divsion begins indien and british-troopﬁ
of the 23 indian division who are to occupy jave landed &t tendjosg priok
today after a voyage of over nine huﬁdred miles in landing crafts siop

the first occupation troops te arrive asee the seaforth highlanders comma

first patiala infantry and sixteenth punjab regiment stop the voyuige wag
uneventful and the troops enjoyed it immensely p&rticul&rly the seaforths
who did not miss the customury quote ducking unquote ceremony wnile
cpossing the equator stop to indian troops Jjava brings back the memories
of indian colonisation in the country in the carly centuries of its
occupation by the quote pallavay unquote gxuix comwma quote cholas

unquote and the quote gupta unquote periods of indian history stop thougn

not fully conversant the indian guote jawan unguote %x has a vague idea
of this ancient connection and sxtremely anxious to renew and strenghhéﬁ
this centuries old bond of friendship stop these views were expressed to
me while on board by a sikh soidier from punjab stop compared with the
enthusiastic reception wef had in burma and singapore comma local
reaction has besn & littRe lukewarm owing to strong nationalibt°feelings'

among the indonesians stop in singapore wef were received at the docks . ;

by cheering crowds who hung festoons &ll along our way but here in
batavia only children waoved and cheered at us stop ends

W
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singapore september eleven ztop on the eve of victory day mzipbmxii:
at singapore commu at a crowded press conference in govermment
house lord louis mauntbatten suprese allied comsznder soulh eust
asia paid glowing trivutes to the indian troops under his connand
stop quote indian troops have formed the largsst part of our growud
forces stop thney have fought in every vig rictory couma &kl doserve
ithe highest praise stop many thousands of indian Ixasps prisoners
of war have to be found, cared for and sent Lo their homes comma
and their recovery aud welfare togflether wish comma of course

comma with thot of the uk and dominfion troops comma constitute

an urgent task stop they have fought magnificently .nd at times
they have been muli ned stop IfxxryRadyxikac:berunxmifkxbiemoxndxzxys
BRYEXEXRF AKX LR EXNBAELADBA XA Y S XER KPR pAXEA X B AR RREE XL X LS RNX
B3X2kzEry stop we couldnt have better fighting troops stop

he adsc revga%%grthst the grewtest tribute to the fourteenth aramy
came from gen/kimurse comd jap BuxsEXxx army burme ares stop quote

. eye beg to inform your exceilency taat eye have jassed lhe cease
‘fire order for the whole of the Burma area army stop if your
’azcelleacy can inform where my troops are eye shall more cusily

inform them 68 tue ceuse fire order mtop unguote stop talidag
about mrx the big est operation for the invasion of malaya that
never came off ne said that well trained and battle eiperienced

' éividaons were Lo be lunded at pn&nta ou tue malay peninsula

e =y

north west of stngapora with 1nstructtﬂna to drive on with all
speed to the port.stop later there were to be airborne aud comcandd
lahdings stop the navy was ready the divisions were ascembled at

the ports of embarkation and dircraft were standing by stop guote

we were convinced toat this operation could not have failed to be
a fgreat victory stop unquote stop tne dissance from tue north
west corner »f seac on the north coast of the arabian sea to Oj?‘
new eavternmost boundaries is grewter thwun from tne north west
corner of seac to st johns newfoundlard stop the land area to veg
taken over is about one and Balf mil.ion square miles wiich
excludes inuia stop when all prisoners are nome on tueir way aud
winile this wost vital errand of mercy pxugsEais continues the job
of renavilit.t.on of these countries muct _roceed stop within the
one and ha.f million squure wiles thede is a population of one
hundred and twentye.ight millions who nhave to be properly fed
given work and orougnt back to peacetime conditions stop ends
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for PR alisea
from wadi army observer

singapore september fourteen begins nine days after the first

" troops landed on the island there is still cheering in the streets

of singapore gtop the occasions are the stream of convoys moving

to the harbour carrying hundreds of indian ex prisoners of war

on their way home stop there had been poignant times during the
last four years behind the barbed wire when in solitary seclusion
they had seriously thought if they would ever sarely retuin to
their motnerlanh stop but always on second thought they knew

that one day their own countrymen Exgngnhhose rise to lame during
the hard years of war in the miadle east and curope they had not
been aware of hyphen such renowned soldiers would come to liberate. .
them stop with eager.il1um1ned gyes they listened to me for nearlﬁ,
as eye reluted to them the exploits of the indian army «nd qf‘_
indias thirtyone.victoria crdsses stop they rejoiced wnen our
troops first lunded and embraced us in typical indian fashion

commg, heart io heart'stop thelir joy was doubled when they found .
food clothing and medicine coﬁing down to them from the sikies S
like manna in the wilderness stop most of them xeay¥xmdxkik .
XEXIEINZXEREE xmxXsingxinx realising that all this " RES& extensive

and long prepurationg trnanked us profusely for remeubering them
during thelir days of captivitly stop their faces brightened up

as we told them our plans for repatriating tuem to india and . they,
gladly cooperated with ua\in the execution of those plans stop

one FuxxXExukx punjabi jawan who though emaciated still retained
youthful and determined looks told me thet five years ago as the
red hue of the setting sun cast long sh&dnwn KEXEX Imxhis near the
village weli he had bidden goodbye to his young wife to wiom he -
hes now ssnl a message sajing kuxixmxxx that he wouwld be secing

her belors long stop another asked ms how the people at home had

besn bearing the burdens of war .nd wiat the indian cities looked
liie now stop when the journey back home- commwenced tneir Joy knew

no bounds aud tuey waved and cheered stop but luraing latent in

tnam was ati.u. an unhealed wound comes the loum: that the japs

nad inflicted during the four years of torture-sthp this wouna 1
expressed itsell & litlde when theee homegolng indians Jjeered xx
from tueir swift running trucks at the long line of the ' -
uipponese arcy marching out of the islend XmEmxEmmix towards o
tneir concentration awea in the mxkX meinland stop ends 4 '
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singapore september Wegius when jap guerds at sembawang
airstrip allowed the civilisns to loot the va.uaile stores therein
indian prisoners of war XRRERXRRAXLRXXK EmEIONX could not bear

to see k% mpdxzaxkixxirxaraximiriativexdisarmedxLRRxyxXpx tne loss = o
stop hence acting on their own initiative the mysores punjaopis ——
und bengal sappers who were interned there disarmed the jap e
guards and took over the protection of the strip and stores stop o
this happened a few days after our first tpoops had lasded on
the singapore island stop thne Japs had always dispersed thelr
prisoners to places which were'sbr&tagically vulnerabdble and they
kept the first mysore infautry comma the seventh of tne eigath
punjab reginent and the bengal sappers and ﬂiqars mexrxthiax
Rxx=kxip close to the strip stop at other places they nud parked =
fighter planes #¥ell inside prisoner caumps and prisoner hospitals —
stop this strip contained serviceable 1i¢nter planecs stocks of N

"

bombs heaps of machine parts and fother miscellaneous stores stap

major mir sarafraz hussaln nusber of the fir:t mysore
infantry directed tue disarning ulﬂxisgix;xlxx: the hundred and
twenty jap guards and established our own guards stop Xnikx they
wafﬁ tﬂanked and their sction ratified by our senior air force
officer who visited theuw later gy5p ends
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For PR alfsea
from mani army observer

singapore september twelfth begins general itagaki Xnxestsdxmiii

ErIIxxRERAEIXyxaRAXE with credentiall and seal from field marehal
terauchi japxcoumander of the jap expeditionary force southern
regions EREzEndexsdximxparamx xiasmdX along with his ten genezmlis
aurrenagrgaffﬂfa morning to lord louis mouutbatten suprewe allied
commander sea stop sxnngxuithxxknxan)xnm%xnndxllxlxt¢ brigadier
kay yess thimayya'dso represéhted the incian army at the function’ AR
winlle capt mataraja of cooch behar and lieutenant colonel -
suer ali represented the indian states stop the prxxssxecexaf
honour done to these tiniee ofiicers is in recognition of tie part
played by the indian troops in the defewt of ihe japs in south
ea.-t asia stop the municipal town hal.l wa: the venue of this
surrender approaches to which were crowded with chinese indaians
and malays since early tiis morning stop a guard of honour was
provided to the supremo on the quote padang unquote opposite the !
town hall stop along w.th murines navy air force andtralians and . —
british troops indians from the first battalion of the ssventeenth {
dogra regiment presentied tne guard of honour while punjavis
gurkhus and madrasis were als0 on parade stop after inspection
the supremo retired to his room in the building stop mewnshile
tas genezgl itagaki and nis party were escorted into the hall
by senior officers among whom was lieutenant colonel aérbjeet
singh kalha dso mfxkMm coumendingf)i the sccond battalion of the =

tirst punjab regiment stop RamgxikuxiiexkekixsheakxURxMMxIRQIR —
KERXAKERX the supremo entered after a few minutes and xeadxank -
xxux after reading out a message from count terrauci regretting 1__

his inability to be present on the occasion and enpowering
general itagaki with full powers to surrender xkiap comma
read the surrender dopument;to be signed by tbe Jap generzal “
stop general itugaki signed eleven copies of the document not
forgetiing to Rixximm stamp the seal of tine jap count and his own
stop everyone of these copies was countersigned by the supremo
and one copy was, handed over to ‘itagaki who and his party bowed -
and were marched away stop Lord louis then appeared at steps of .
the hall and procliaimed the mikkx aliied military occupation of i- f__

south east asia artef which the union jeck was unfurled in the 4‘“
quote padang unquote and the @ritish anerican cninese and du.t.cqr -

national anthems were played by the band of royal marines stop fﬁ
the crowd and ex indian prisoneru of war wno nad prtvalnged o
positions at the function cheered the supremo stop quote we =
were forced to ve preseant at a similar function the jst held A

in 1942 but today we all caue Xmxx veluntarily to taks*part and 5 =
cheer tuw uaguote cald a group of chinese to m& . o
e o :
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for PR alfsea
from mani army observer
. _ the two thousand
singapore september eighh begins among/%xkx indian ex prisoners
of war who are being evacuated to india by sea tomorrow and

3 day &fver a large proportion are gurkhas most of whom have

not been to nepal for nearly seven years stop gurkhas in the
indian army go on leave to their homeland ondy once in

three owing to the long and arduous journey stop their
gaskinxkxism port of call is madras hhere extensive arrangements
for their reception have been made stop the others of the party
are mostly from service copps stop sick have first priority
stop there are nine hundred bedridden cases travel.iing in the
two hospital ships karoa amarapura stop appreciable number
sufrering from the eifects of malnutrition are on the ambulance
rajula and the troopships aéz risaldar ekma dilaura and devon
shire stop british officers arﬁzafggﬁf}_vdiiing nineiy percent
of whom have elected to go to 1ndia first in the company of
their wmen stop 5enaral auchinlecks punjabis have occupied the
northwest a.rea. 61‘ the gsinnagaporc naval base where they found all
equipment and ack ack guns well greased and the breeches of

the guns were clean stop as per agreecment jap naval personnel
were nct disarmed stop pikhs are guarding a wireless station
where twelve jap nperators are still in communication with
their headquarters stop the cantonment bridge has a combined
services defence comma hazariwals guard the western end and
ratings the other Exma from where commences the zone occupied by
the navf]stOp at a jap medical headquarters xumm in the base
when one of our officers gave the Jjap officer notice to vacate
in two hours the latter was more than surprised and blinked for

& few minutes after looking at his walch which already showed
Esaven stop it was then explained to him that his kimx was tokyo

‘time and that it was only four by our time stop ends
xxxx the place

was vacated half an hour eariier than required stop after thepee
years of fighting in tne Jungles, this first battalion of the
first punjab regiment are now enjoying the comforts of electric
lights fans beds hot water clean clothes and clear air stop

ends
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former military police headquarters wWith searching and RRAXKRBR=ct

nine jat regiment led the escort i ; : bri b




For PR alfsea
from mani army observer

singapore sepitember 22 begins guarded by & detachment of jats tazenty
jap military police officers and warrant oificers were marched 1into
the pearl hill jeil this afternoon stop in mixwayx ihe hot sun they
did six miles on foot in two hours and one jap sergeant Talinted
within a mile of the prison but revived after a dash of ¢ water
and was brought in later stop en route the japs passed by their
former military police headquarters with searching and ERxffmaxed
undisturbed looks at the building which was the dreadms of the
egingapere public stop two indian quote jawans unguote sepoy anilal
hindu jet of village lad state jind and naik mahsud ali punjabi
muslim of villege nivarsi district karnal beth of the third stiroke
nine jat regiment led the escort under the coumand of & british

-

officer stép ends
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Slug.pofe septesber sevanteen m madresi seldiers are not new ';
h“m&ﬂimt”mdmamwm 1

with only twe guns lended in malacca to reduce & refructory ’
Chiel 810 SRERRRERAKKRAISEKCORNR TR REEHRERL TR CRARIN TR AR .

-
ARRARAAL REEXRSINRNE GEOARS SUPSTISF Mmbers they asfencad ius :
stockaded post at soonga jattye and though the garrisen wes _ :
'Mmummdmﬂmmdmuur .,-'.;

relszed his hold en the trigger t1ll reinforcerents arrived sl 1
the wey from medrasf.stop mmmexm more then hundredf yeers ieter e

the one stroke three medras regimsnt have errived in aipgeyore .-_5;‘!{'1
but this time with hundreds of guns siop they vere welicomed by e
the large locwl madrasi populetion end the medrzs soppers =ho !
hed become priscners ef war stop they afe now guarding orcnunce . .
dumps warehouses factories and decks to prevest looting step |
tiese are the wen who fought pitched battiss ngeinst the Jeps in b
moam“dmwwhddwonunm;tuutpopm -
burss stop ends_ *
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Man/1/A/ 8 Mar

C&pt P- Ru S .hni
Indian Army Observer

Yawbe,South of Irrawady:Mar 7: An outstanding'combined operation'
by Gurkhas of the 1st Gurkha Rifles and British tanks of the Royal
Armoured Corps enabled us to K&g%ﬁ?%?x strong Jap position west of
the village Sinbyugon, _

As ©One troop of tanks and one company of Gurkhas blocked the
enemy's line of retreat, the rest of the infantry advanced on the
right flank with oné squadron of tanks leading, Seebng the tanks,
the enemy bolted from his original main politionjzgﬁ é&éjihxitl
positions in the i’ii grass where they were difficult to be percei-
ved, Tanks got round the enemy and the Gurkhas went in with their
kukris shouting their battle cry. As with a sickle they literally
reaped the fikld and the harvest mfx was 72 dead Japs and two
wounded prisoners. The enemy used LMG fire and sniped without much
effect, One Jap anti-tank gun was captured.

The tanks displayed great dash and speed during this battle
whnich was made possible by patrols of tkm Gurkhas and frontier
troops who previously had accurately pinpointed the enemy positions.

ends



MAN/2A/ 9 Mar capt p r s mani
' indian army observer

KANMA ,EXINEE SOUTH EAST OF MYINMU} MARCH 9: British troops from
the south-west of England have caftured three more villages today in
our advance on this front today against slight oppesition,

1 watched the battle for tihe village Anaktau and the other
three from our forward positions, Under cover of machine gun fire
from the Jats on the right flank and supported by Iadian tanks, the
infantry attacked. The enemy opened up his small guns and we replied
with mortars and machine guns, The interlude between tne din of battle
was marked by the neighing of a solitary mule, Quite early in the
attack, a wounded Jap was brought in one of our jeep ambulances, One
more brisoner was later captured. Enemy casualties have not been
enumerated at the time of writing but it is likely thaut they are not
slight, About 100 Japs from Anaktau attempted to escape acros:c the
chaung to the east of the village but as theyxxx steepped into the xim
‘chaung they were engaged by our artillerys Results of this poundigg
have not yet come in,

MAN/3A/ ends

Mar §: Since crossing the Irrawaday at Myinmu and after
establishing & bridgehead, British and Indian troops of the 20 Indian
Division have advanced nearly 12 miles inland to the east, The enemy
opposition aeemss%5'!97&130rganised.

OQur troops are fighting in rocky undulating country imimx)e
interspersed with mango orchards with the smell of fresh blossoms,
banana groves and ripe tomato gardens, Palm trees are the only heights
and the ground is mostly shrubbery. As we advance, the villagers are
returning to their viliages that we have recovered from the enemy,

Very small one foot ddameter wells abound but the water
?is not drinkable, Drinking water is xxx quite efficiently rationed.

MAN/3A/ ends

Mar 9: An elder brother of an Indian V,C, had the opportunity to
lead a mnchino gun charge on a Jap convoy who unnittingl, walked into
our pornater last night and started to dig in,

The distinguished V.Cs waes the late JemsAbdul Hafiz of
the 9th Jat Régiment and his brother's name is Sub,Abdul Razaak,sf &
Muslim Rajput of village Kalanur, district Rohtak,Punjab, He and
Hav,Mubarak Ali lalao Muslim Rajput from villdga Rarhi, district R
Rohtak, were purhaof the pix machine gun platoop which attacked the
enemy killing fiJn and wounding several more uh9 eqq%P@d.

i !




MAN/5A/ Mar 10 Capt per.s.mani
army observer

YWABO, MYINMU BRIDGEHEAD, Mar 10 : Indicatife of the fairly aisg
disorganised state of the enemy on this froht, several new factors
have been noticed of late, _
The Japs have been disarmin&?feak and emaciated of
their comrades and leaving them behind to their fate. Their
pockets of resistance are mostly composed of men from different
units and stragglers. A medical orderly was forced to figh?ﬁﬁﬁigﬁf%i
gﬁe infantry. Two days in Japan and three months in Singapore
fﬁas the only trainigg a Jap soldier had recieved who has been
: 'f'recently captured by us, 1t has also been noticed that the retreas
| ting enemy usually leaves behind his wounded either to fend for
himself or to throw himself to the mercy of one of our ambulances,
They do not seem tojf have received their mail for
guite a long time. The latest date one interrogating officer has
so far noticed is dated'Japan,October 1944°',
ends
MAN/6A/Mar 40
Leading his battalion with great skill and displaying
high .gallantry, an Indian officer,Major M.Hiauddin,12 Frontier
Farcé Regiment, of PeBhawar, recently captured two villages in a
swift and complicated opemation killing nearly hundred and sixty Japs.
Yezin and Inya were to be captured. Priot to the
attack an adjacent village had to be cleared of the enemy.There
was a strong enemy position covering the approaches to the only
crossing over a chaung which had to be crossed to get to Yezin,
Bince Inya is south-west of Yezin, the axis of advance had to be
changed after the capture of Yezin, The approaches to the chaung
were mined by the enemy and necessarily the infantry had to storm
it before the tanks could cross over after the sappers had cleared
the mines, The rapid consolidation of the villages had to be done
mostly by night. flore than all, speed was essential in the operation
Frequent enemy shellings were quite heavy and during
the twelve hours of the swinging battle, Major Hiauddin displayed
great coolness and courage and his calm demeanour was an outstanding
example to all ranks. Major Hiauddin is a regular Indian Army
officer and now# is in temporary command of the battdiion, HAimself
from the froutier, he is popular with his men,
Other than killing nearly 150 Japs the battalion
also captured one 105 mm gun,
ends \



MAN/10A/ Mar 16 mani army observer

Dwelha,Kyaukse District:Mar 16: Speedily converting the Jap retreat
into & rout, troops of the 20th.,Indian Division have cut the al.is
weather trunk road from Mandalay to Rangoon at &xgmxmi Bilin, 26
miles south of Mandalay, Gurkhas have established a road-blocke. £

Earlier Punjabis cut across the road at Singaingmyo,22miles
south of Mandalay and are now pushing further east across the river
Zawgyi. On the branch road from Singaingmyo to Kyaukse, moee Gurkhas
have established a road block at Wayindot, only a mile to the southn
of Singaingmyo.

It must be remembered that the railway runs closely parallel
to the trunk road.

This new threat to thehretreating Japs from Mandal.y and
the north-west virtually renders inoperative the %@der of Lt.Gen.
Yukuwada ,Commanding the Japanese 31 Div, ordering hia troops to
collect and reform at Kyaukse, k

Surprise was achieved by the Punjabisiand Ghrkhas mowving
only by nigﬁ{?gégﬁss country and wading through rive;h ard chaungs.
The Gurkhas near Wayindot,chased a party of more than\100 Japs near
Letweya from uobd to wood accompanied by our artﬁlleryb They are
believed to have k11¢ed a minimum of alleast 35- ‘0 Japs.xnaxex They
‘also captured 17 bul;ock-cdrttlloaded w;ﬁhﬁ75mm i unition. Tthe
Punjabis in a minor clash killed 15 of the enemy.\
MAN/11A/ Mar 16 \ fh Y\

T

\

Killing mixmkyxda nearly. 80 Japs 1n one single en-
counter, & mixed force of frontier trooPs, Dograsiand Indian and
Britisn cavalry have just now returned dust?&aﬂ&-tired. .

Headman of a village Pya nearhy came to us yesterday
noon with the information that there were aboub\1oo Jabu\ in his villi-
age digging in. Asg soon as this mixed ﬁo e wua coLLectam it went
to the viliage to investigate and found the inemx unwillipg to fight

. and sitting quiet in tuneir dug-outs. So great wis ;heir XIXEINEXREEX
indifference that xXkEx one of our Xi&=i 11&180n onicers had gust tner
come through the village and was surprised to S;nd our tanks poised

\ &40 attack the very villagefrom which he ﬁéd emerixed. As we engaged th
enemy, they fled into the oushes sunrounding.tha village but soon
they were hunted out of their hiding places. The coSH; at the end of
the battle was & minimum of 80 dead Japs. The fﬁmainder‘@isperaed
in twos and threes, Three LMGs, two HMGB and two mnrtars{ﬁkre cap-

tured, p
S8ince crocsing the Irrawady, the 20th Indian Dzvistnn
hﬁ?é captured 32 guns, - \\
ends
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page two
-=- &n armoured car patrol
The patrol is coming back just now bort xckxia et xixooe xGouan i xpaciorack

FEF @A G FHFANIE X I B EIARS K S S s g xpatxxx who offared to take me along
with them tuis morning but 1 reckoned then tnat they would not meet
any Jap as the enemy would have bolted, 1t seems to me that taey Ddolt
more quickly than when they come in and there is a report thal lney
were in this véry place only a few hours before our arrival this
mornings All evidences Xm confirm to this and there to my south a few

" thousand yards away are two large gires-- perhaps the fate of many
more Burmese dwellings. but what has happened to these Burmese..I have
not seen eéven one since this morning. Perhaps they were with the

villager whom 1 heard last night trekking back to safer areas now
elcared of the Japs, After a few hours the Burmese villagers did come

and a young and sprightly lad told us where the Japs were and our
artilliery is pounding them,

The &rmoured patrol did a 14mile reconnaisance under
the command of Capt.M.Ashraf Han of Peshavar, @ine years with this
Indian Cavalry Regiment who was made prisoner by the panzers in Libyfia
and escaped after the Itaiian armistice from dn Itaiian prison-camp.
RREXEXéxxum At every village the villagers showed him the enemy position:
and in one villaged?ﬁ?}nsiiﬂﬁegtfgltHSlQSBsofuga}}aﬂd waving their dahs
shouted and pointed out the Japs whe were bolting on & road with their
kxxzxxi 70mm gun loadad on & bullock-cart which they had confiscated
from these villagers. The enemy took to their heels ir the countrysido
but Capt.Ashraf Jan's guns plastered them. His troop had killed ubout
three Japs and wounded many more, He captured the gun with periscopes
and an officersds writing-case with plenty of pictures in ®te.The villagers
returned to their village with the bullocks, The locals were very warm
and offered him nea&rly 20 eggs and wouldn't accept any price for them
but it was forced on them,

ends
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HAN/QA? Mar 13 capt p.rs.spani
arny fobserver

raiding
Myotha,lar 13: An armoured/column of the 20th Indian Division have
occupied an drea in Myotha, the town of monasteries, 24 milws m£ south
of Ava on the Sagaing-Myingyan Railway. There was no enemy opposition
but as soon we arrived Gurkha troops went chasing afier a solitary Jap
who happened to be hanging round near our perimeter,

The column is composed of a renowned Indian Cavalry regie
ment which played & distingukihed role lgiiatingxﬂuxxxgllxﬁxnixkhl ?
Jrd.Indian Motor Brigade at Bir Hakim in the Western Desert and troops
of the 10th.Gurkha Rifles,.

I joined the column akxixmix near a patech in the wilderness
about two miles north of Myotha where they were poised to strike, it was
a moonless cold night without any ements, As I lay on a truck, 1 saw the
sky frolicsome with snooting sta®s yet symphonic with the dinP of our own
Lxamxfxxxanay guns from far l::i.and the muffled peals of an airstrike
that our bombess were making a few miles away. Huge fires were raging
on the skyline on three sides of us, In ovetweem this weird music of kxkxxx
war there was an eerie quiet somewhat distnrobing to the mind, 1 was
reminded 6f civilisation now and then only by the'rat-a-tat' of his
bullock-cart as the Burmese villager drove along the road shouting 'hey
hey'., Perhaps he was coming away from his village with all his belongings
since the Japs set fire to it., Of late, the enemy .has been attempting to
scorch the villages in the wake of his retreat. .

This morning I set out with the column,not in the armoured
cars wnich were trudging xxsmg across fields,xmd gardens and chaungs but in
a Dodge truck that accompanied them. Last night our patrols reported that
there was no sign of the enemy in the north-east monastery area of the
town, In less than an hour we reached our objective after taking a devious
route in order to avoid enemy observation and the armoured cars with the
infantry entered xikm Myotha as per our plan and combed the area for any
lurking Jap. We passed a pagoda and several ouildings raised to the ground
as a result of Jap vandalism, I notice the precalculated effects of our
bombing too and it was quite easy to discern the chivalrous hand of the
Bushidol! Utter desolation hung over the place as we drove @own the road
with not emen a crow to run away frightened at our arrival. ~ife seemed
to be dead Eﬁfxliiiiiil till the cheerful Sikh driver next to me cut a joke
with his friend behind.

We now occupy what was freviously a Burmese cotton mill

which has been réduced to ashes froq/it wilk never spring up again except
with the heip of.the Phoenix., About 20 yards away from me & smouldering
fire is the 1asﬁxremains of & dump of cotton, But in the distance I hear
riflie shots and as I write this despatch more news trickles in, One ¢° our
patrols report that they have capturad a Jap ahEun, killed three
and wounded several ,inore. gy HES
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AN/TA/ 11 Mar dapt p.r.s.mani
army observer

Kanma , south-east of Myanmu: Mar 10: Inflicting very heavy casualties
on the enemy and obtaining a booty of nine guns,17 lorries,one staff
car, personal belongings of a high ranking offie#r and a truck load
of dbcuments, a forward formation of Maj-Gen.Gracey's 20th Indian
Bivision have made & speedy and dashing advance to Natthdaw, about
seven miles to the east of the railway line between Sagaing and Myotha

L Theee 100mm howitzers, three 75mm guns,two 47mm gntitag@g
gussfone 70mm battalion gun, some of them complete with sights and
perkicopes, weee part of thtssssfyfaﬁring the last 48 hours. Some
of the captured transport are in good working order,

Estimation of the tatal number of enemy casualties has
been rendered difficult owing to the heavy casualtiesigﬂ?fggqsayﬁy
our infentry, tanks and artillery,imdsysmdExtiy kmtxtBB%it is belei-
ved that guite a large number of the enemy have been killed,

} At the moment of writing & big battle is going on to the
east of Natthdaw and the enemy is offering stiff opposition.

ends
MAN/8A/ 11 Mar
Mar:11: I8d&yjilajiienx¥razey,Congratulating his

officers and men today on their excellent performance prior to and
since crossing the lrrawady, Major-General Douglas Gracey,OBE,MC,
Commander of the 20th Indian Divigg%ﬁ/that they had achieved great
success in the speedy, dashing and complicated operations of the last
few weeks in which they had routed many Jap gun crews besides killing
a large number.,mfxthmx Nsxaxsmxmxde of the enemy.

The Division is already on its offensive in a new phase m
of operations after consolidating the Myinmu bridgehead. Raided
specially to g£ight in Burma, these troops have been renowned Jap
killers and they are proud of tuneir record. A significant factor to
notice is the increasing number of prisoners that are being capbured.

ends
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ek o MANI
Capt.Rao,IPRO,HQ 33 Corps. ARMY OBSERVER

TR R N NS R

PLEASE AMEND STORY NO.10 AS FOLLOWS:

PUNJABIS HAVE ESTABLSIHED ROAD-BLOGK AT OHNBINGYAN
22} miles south of MANDAIAY ON THE MAIN TRUNK ROAD, GURKHAS
HAVE ENIXTAEXREX BLOCKED THE BRANCH ROAD AT WAYINDOT A MILE TO
THE SOUTH OF SINGAINGMYO., PLEASE CUT OUR ROAD-BLOCK AT BILIN,
STILL NOT CONFIRMED SHALL INFORM YOU,REGRET THE INCONVENIENCE

CAUSED, "@ﬁ; !(.b» 17}
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. mal/12A/Mar21 mani army observer

WUNDWIN Mar 21: Occupying Wundwin today, an armoured column of the

. 20th.Indian Division ha‘g.driven a wedge between the Jap forces
operating in the Kyaukse area and the Meiktila area. The opposition
was very slight by a party of 30 Japs who were completely surprised
and caught digging in,

The enemy started running but five of them were
killed before the village was cleared. Truck loads of enemy ordnance
stores and medical equipment have been found, THe booty includes a
number of vehicles in good running order- some of those that we left
behind in 1942g and engineering equipment,

*TrA village headman reported that the running Japs

told him that a vast American army was at their heéls and that was

3 the reason for their running away, It is delieved that quite a large

‘ number of the enemy have been killed by our troops in the area

| surrounding Woundwin,
;.: " Fa It must be remembered that Woundwin is on one of the

exit routes for the Japs towards the Shan States wuose heights 1 can
see from here against the skyline, :
e SR Our armoured column consists o}?ﬂiﬁgured cars,
Indian and British tanks,Royal Artillery,and troops of the 10th.
Gurkha Rifles and Bombay Gronudiers.'I aé%nnpndied this column on
their nearly 60 mile march from Chaungwwa and nll along we met with
‘very little opposition though a few stragglers fired at gus before
they could be either dispersed or killed, Near Pinze, our advance
guard contacted odd parties of Japs infiltrating east. A few Japs

were killed and two priaonera taken who died later of injuries. The
first night Gurkhaé laid & road block three miles east of Pinze on
the main resd. Two ammunition carrying Jap xxxx MTs 1oun up and two
were captured in running order. 20 bullock-carts carrying equipment
were also destroyed,

Yesterday at Pindale, the Bombay Grenadiers had a
good kill, They captured 7 Jap swords and must have accounted for
‘more than that number of the enemy, Nk. Ramji lal,Jat of willage
Laudhari, dt.Isar, came upon a Jap position with three officers to=-
gether carrying no arms except their swbrds and shot at them. A
medical and ordnacne dump was captured and all our troops went in to
fetch their correct size of boots. A Dodge truck was driven tto our xx
lines, Jem.Xapxk®x Jayakishen when chided by his company commander
for firing nearly 300 rounds without producing a dead Jap, went back
and chaskdg a few Japs brought back with him two enomy dead, Jem.
Jayakishan is a Jab from village Khairampur, dt. Isar.

hﬁ“;, The march of the column has so completely N
ah;nk.the enemy that he has not been given enou’h thme to range his
M\! ‘guns against us as we have not heard his artillery since we left

e A8 4 "'(

\+

Chaungwwa.. ends



MAN/13A/ Mar 25 mani amy observer

Dwelha,Mar 25

Killing nearly 400 Japs and capturing 23 prisoners, an armoured
column off the 20th.Indian Division has captured xumo,19m1133?3§h
Kyaukse, The degree of surprise was so great that a half-eaten meal wus
discovered in ong78fficer's mess, It appears that xix a large enemy HQ
has been surprised and the hooty includes five staff-éars,18 motor
transports,25 outboard motors,and 16 assault boats. The rest of the
enemy at Kume fled in a easterly direction,

While they are generally disorganfii8@JPtE8 Japs at Kyaukse are
offering stiff resistance. It is apparently a big enemy base with nume-
rous ammunition,éupply and ordnance dumps. The Japs are trying their
best to evacuate as much as they could and probably they have been told
to hold to the last with the rest 6f the stuff., The areag to the west of
the town bvetweenflY the railway and the Panlaung river appears to be a
very big ammunition dump, Besides, ammunition in large quantities have
been stored by the enemy in villages surrounding Kyaukse, under bushes,
on theﬁidea of roads and trees and under any cover avialable dispersed
in groupa of smal. sbocks. Very nany of thenc have dtrreddy been destro-
yed by our troops, some have beeen captured in tact and the rest are
"8till in enemy hands which accounts for xmix his grim resistance,

It is really a curious picture on this front. At one place the
Japs are running away pursued by our armoured column., In another place
they are holdimg on with great strenghh. Kyaukse is being hé%ily shellied
by us and has also been bombed. The enemy is al&o shelling our forward
troops.

Day before yesterday, troops from the NW Frontier supported by
Briithksia British tanks cleared an arca aear Kyaukse in face of consider=
able oppositbon mostly from snipers and killed nearly 50 Japs.

Burmese co-operation has of late been on theim increases In
addition to furnishing accurdte information regarding enemy locations amd
movements, they are resorting to direct action, A report has just come in
whewe the villagers phii of & particular village poisoned mEXEIY & large
number of Japs &xm&k killing nearly a fifty of them. The recipe seems to
be some peculidr medicated toddy which first stupefies the victim,.

ends
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MAN/14A/ Mar 26 mani army observer

MYOTHA; Mar 25: Holding a flank as two Divisions of thel4th.Army
crossed the lrra'ady_furggzr ggggh, a battalion of the Jrd.madras
Regiment fought against the? efences that the Japs had established
on the mxxk mmxk banks of the river.

~_ Enemy defences included a large number od anti-tank
ditches, long connecting tunnels with machine gun poatguﬂﬁﬁfggo or
500 pound aerial bombs set with trip-wires, The whole area was heavily
mined, Suppogrted by tanks of the Royal Armoured Corps, the
Madrasis had to attack a village Pegado in this area, They had to
clear a czctus position on the left before launching any attack. With
air cover and .37mm howitzers and the Madras Sappers and Miners clea-
ring tmEmin the mines, they advanced after clearing the cactus pesiiax
position and very soon the entire village was blazing under our fire.

Sepoy ®£ Nookanna of Vizag, with the forward platoon
noticing three Japs in one bunker slowly crept to the nearest tank and
tapped at the turret when a Britikk gunner m&xiimsix cautiously craned
his neck out and asked:'Hello Johnny, what is it ?' Nookanna pointed
at the bunker and the tank immediately gave & burst killiing all the
three Japs in the bunker, The rest of the Japs, about 50, fled in panic
Xndxwex When our troops entered the village as soon as the
fires had died down, they noticed nearly 200 bunkers, This attack
culminated in their eventual arrival at Sagainge
ends X i



MAK/ 154/ Biar 27 meni army observer 20 Ind.Div.

For Fauji Akhbar

NYAUNGWUN, March 27: Operating on the right flank of 33 Corps,
Maj-Gen Gracey's 20th Indian Division has already accounted for
2624 3009 Japs definitely killed since they crossed the Chindwin early
in December lust, The tota. since they launched their offensive
aq{gfs the Irrawa%y in the middle of February alone ourts to
2407 Jap bodies counted and tieir toll of prisoners i?,?ﬁﬁ;ﬁ o,
The incredible amount and variety of the equipment capturedeuring
their recent operations indicates the determination and dash which
characterises the operations of thi&s Division. 13 MMGs, Egiguns
including nine 150mm guns, 16 tanks and more than 60 motor transp-
orts have been captured uptébﬁkktq

Tha degree of surprise achieved by Xkhkim the
troops of this Division has been 80 great that the enemy has
always been caught napuing. A half-eaten meal on the table in a
Jap officers' mess at Kume, two trains comgigtt 3}th %ngineaand EX
coal containing waggon loads of ammunition and equipmauig the
hurried evacuation of an enemy hospital leaving behind éa wounded
Japs to become our prisoners and large quantities of abandoned
stores and equipmentzé}e sev;;gfufﬁstances.

The large number of awards won by troops of
this Division is also indicative of the contribution it had mude
to the general advance of the 14th Army in Burma., One V,.C., twoCBEs,
six OBEs, 16 MBEs,two Bar/DS0,11 DSOs,five DCMs,12 10ks,22 IDSMs,
‘two Bar/MC,87 MCs,two Bar/MM,129 ulis and 64 @ertificates of Galla-
ntry are the figures upto the middle of March., Behind this success
of the Division lies the unspuring efforts of its British and
Indian troops. Everyoune, inluniry,cavalry, artillery,signals,medi-
cal and bbher services... alli played a worthy role and lived upto
their reputation, A
Soon after crossing the Irrawudy, xha a
battalion of the 13 Frontier Force Rifles distinguiahéd themselves
by repelling several strong attacks by the enemy to wrest our
positions at Kanlan Ywathit, Supported by artillefy, medium guns
and flame throwerdé, the Japs initiated a series of bloody and
fierce attacks which included a savage charge. Beating off every
one of these attacks during a battle which lasted ior newrly 48
hours, these stmrdy men from XkEix the Frontier ﬂa&d their ground
firmly and finally forcfﬁé’the enemy to withdraw.

A battalion of the 17th.Dogras nipped a
potential #@ap force in the bud. Styling themseives 'TEISHANTAL "
with motives of long-range penetration behind our lines, a small
Jap force appeared one morning and about forty of them were caught
bathing in & river by a platoon of the Dograsj who charged and
killed many of the enemy who started running in panic, A little

later, the Dogras laid an ambush and killed more of tnis force.



MAN/15A/Mar 27 page two

At Letkapin, a company of the 10th,Gurkha Rifles miktmmy}
witnessed a dramatic interiudes... & party of Japs drowniﬁg themselves
in a river! After a stiff fight in which more than 90 Japs were killed
a party of 35 of the enemy rather than surrender walked into midstream
and drowned themselves with their kit and mgupkp equipment on! The
Gurkhas looked on amusedly and finished the episode with a few rounds
to make sure the drowned men did not risqﬂag&'nllUn another occasiion,
Gurkhas of the 8th.Gurkha Rifles cha;ébdfagntz
as thne guns were firing and killed the é;tire gun crew, The guns lay
silent with tthe beheaded bodies of their comrades,

British troops from SW England after a skilful night

movement surprised the enemy and captured several of his guns, A

‘fﬁg:ehomy 150mm guns

North Country Regiment were amused to sece their opponents, a Jap
beach group, scuttle themselves and what called for a good lauugh was
the way a Jap officer buried his sword in the mud as he himself went
down, B

Both Indian and British Cavalry were always hot at the
heels of the enemy and never gave him any respite, Dashing across
couﬁ¥?§/&ﬁ&gbgiskfffﬁi movements, they always surprised the enemy
killing hundreds of them and capturing his guns, equipment and stores,
Once when one of our lndian tanks knocked against an enemy MMG bunker
our crew climbed down and after killing all the Japs in the bunker,
hopped back ihto the tank with the MMG.

Lvery arm and every-service conttrbuted ita share to this
successp of the Di?ipion./}@ﬂian Sign&ls laid~ cahles undﬂr—~tream in
the Irrawady sinking 1t’every ten yardémafgﬁ}ssgghts and wading some
distance when tneir duck got a?g/k/tﬂ’ﬁhe mud, all under heavy shell
fire and w¢th«ene*“ planes strafing from above. .

Besides accurate shelling cf enemy positions and makmhimny
catching the Japs in nullahs and chaungs,the Royal Artillery and the
Indian Artiklery sometimes attacked like the infantry with success,

A small party from an Indian mountain regiment surprised 10 Japs at
their meal in a village and killed four with their tommyguns and
grenades while the rest ran in terror with some wounded, Shortly after
crossing the Irrawaéé when a party of 50 Japs crept near to our
positions at night, a forward observation officer wemt withing 40
yards of the enemy and directed our fire lying in the tall grass
within range of our mortars,

Every arm and every aervice contributed its share to
this success of the Division, Under heavy shell fire and with enemy
aircraft strafing from above, Indian Signals sunk cables in the
Irrawa@p loaded every ten yards with heavy improvised weights and
wheh their 'duck' got stuck in the mud, waded some distance to lay
their cables unmindful of the exposure to heavy enemy fire. Doctors,
nursed and medical orderlies worked day and night, operating om~



MAN/154/ Mar 27 page three ;

all urgent cases and guickly evacuating them by lignt pianes, Bay
of the Div.HQ staff gave voliuntary contribution of taeirpp blood
for the relief of the wounced., Motor transport persoanel, supply
personnel and all cooperated efficiently and prompt.iy to make the
operations of the Division & success,

ends
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MAN/16A/ Mar 28 ' mani army observer

NYAUNGWUN,Mar 28: Working under mmEmy shell and small arms fire
and with the enemy only 200 yards in front of them, a party of the
Madras Sappers and Miners completed at night a 'Bailey' bridge near
Nyaungwun enabling oﬁr infantry and tanks to advance towurds Kyaukse
by crack of dawn,

In the brilliant moonlight these Madrasi silhouett.
es were in full view of the Japs who ranged their artilliery, mortars
and LMGs and MMGs against them. Iln between spells of enemy firing
and within five hours the Madras engineers built the bridge under
the supervision of Jem.Appa Rao of Kasimkota, Vizag dt. 'The enemy
thought that by blowing up the bridge he could hold up our advance
but then he did not reckon that the Madras Sappers wemadd be there
advancing along with the troops of the 20th.Indian Division}] they
told me,

ends | S



MAN/18A/Mar 29 contdse page two

the enemy, _
Gen.S51lim has written to them personally appreciating
their gallantry,
ends

MAN/19A/Mar 29:Northants

Caught in a Jap ambush on their way to Imxmskx obtain
identifications off a "dead" Jap, Corporal Sam Sherman of 18,Hampton
Road ,Boulton,lancs,, and Pte,Harry Bell of Gorton Road,Lowerg Openshaw,
Manchester, made good their escape after killing one Jap and wounding
another, fte.Bell himself was siightly wounded,

' A "dead®™ enemy was reported outside their perimeter and
as the two were proceeding towards the body, seven Yaps pounced in
on them with grenades, Quickly lying down in the tall grass and
crawling they escaped but the enemy was swiping the figad with his
machine guns, Firing their rifles, they killed one Jap and wounded
another.
ends

MAN/20A/Mar 29:Northants

Three British cooks and a Colour Sgt. took up their
rifles and walked off with a forward platoon to beat 8?&. fierce Jap
attack. They were: Ple,Honald Salvidge of 35,Cotton Mill Crescent,
St.Albans,Herts,,L/Cpl Robert Stevenson of 26,Kelvinside Creseent,
Banton,Kkilsyth,8terlingshire,Pte.Tom Stanley of 1,Chain Bar Rd,
Hattersley,Hyde,Cheshire and C/Sgt. naymond Henley of 2,Riynsford Rd,
Dallington,Northampton. in thenight

On the Irrawaddy bridgehead,/about 40 Japs lined up
and started digging in some hundred yards outside xf¥Ex perimeter
when our machine guns opened up fire.Thereafter the Japs put in three
fierce attacks screaming and yelling and supported by grenades and
MMGs mwmnwxm.ﬂ they were baadén
back. Next morning, we counted 14 dead Japs.

"Killing Japs was certainly a good change over from
the frying pan", the cooiﬂ}&snfhey handed me a hot jam puff.

ends



MAN/E!/ Mar 31 ' mani army observer

KYAUKSE:Mar 31: The last Jap train did not leave Kyaukse station,

It was loaded with 5ewing machines,medical stores,electrical goods,
clothing,photographic material,litters of pictorial Journals,zmmugh
XaxixskxamxenkixexEnkxxxxikxxaxank large quantities of paper enough
to last ﬂaw anyear for an entire sbhool and mess furniture including
sofa aettea. Some of its passengers lay with their bpones acatterad
all ovef the station yard. 'Sabash' said & jawan from the Punjab
paying a tribute to the R.A.F:

A 8ikh company of a famous Indian frontier regiment
were the first to enter Kyaukse., They went to the north and occupied
the siuice area, When they went in, there were only four Japs in the
town and they were dragging away one .37mm anti-tank gun. The
villagers showed tgeﬁhghe position and as our troops chased the '
enemy, they fled leaving behind the gun, In another village, the
locals stealthily removed the wheels from & Jap gun which they had
to abandon in their hurry,

Dogras were the first to enter the railway station
and make an inventory of the stock in a register provided specifice
ally for the purpose by the enemy, '

Gurrkhas and Punjabis having captured the junction of
the cross-roads near Myauk Eamyin§39ara pushing north towards Kyaukse
while Gurkhas are pushing south from the latter town., Main opposition
down the road is at the moment mostly from mines and booby traps. But
it will not be long before the two converging troops link up and then
this formation of the 14th Army would have cleared nearly 52 miles
of the main road from Mandalay to Rangoon, from Bilin to Wundwin,.
Keeping this as the arc, if & secddr is drawn with the centre at
Myinmu, then that would approximately represent the area cleared of
the Japs by this formation of the 14th.Army since crossing the
Irrawadgy.

Gurkhas have also establ&shed road blocks on the
tracks leading to the cast near uyauk Namyinbo to the sast of it.

ends

A






MAN/17A/ Mar 29 sani  army observer

KYAUKSE FRONT:MAR 29: Inspite of stubborn Jap resistance, 14th,
Army troops are gradually closing-in on Kyaukse from the nerth,
west and south, Yesterday against considerable resisdance,Gurkhas
captured Kade, a village three miles to the south-west of the town,
They captured an LMG and counted five dead Japs.

Taking advantage of the numerous canals round thef
town, the enemy has flooded the EmXXxm countryside making it diffi-
cult for our tanks to operate., The whole of Kyaukse district is
covered by a netEGS}EaSi?%anala originally constructed by tue
Burmese as early as 1000 A.D, Most of these channels have been
remodelled on modern lines, The river Zawgyli flows through the
town and the large number of sluices have enabled the enemy to
inundate particular areas,

' Kyaukse town itself is the headquarters of the
district and is 31 miles south of Mandalay on the trunk road to
Rangoon, The railway also runs along the town. lts population in
1930 was nearly 7500,

Its importance to the retreating Japs is that it
is the exit gateway for their disorganised and withdrawing troops
from Central Burma into the hills of the Shan States.

ends

MAN/18A/Mar 29

Two Dogra Hajputs,Hav.Mangal Singh of village Pindi
Deonia, district Siaikot and L/Nk.Vir Singh of village Dugan,
district Kathua, Jammu State, have recéived congratulations from
General Slim, 14th.Army Commander, for their gallantry, They have
also received the 1,D.,S.M. and M,M. respecitve}y.

Hav.Mangal Siggh with six others went to investigate
& local report about Japs .When they reached & nullah, his leading
scouts reported the enemy sitting in it and he crawled forward
and noticing 50/60 Japs he made a thorough reconnaissance of the
area, Then taking the initiative and keeping half a section behind
to give him covering fire, he attacked with only four men and
shouting in English:'One company to the right, one company to tne
left, charge'. With the impression that nearly two companies were
attacking them, the enemy withdrew 200/300 yards., Meanwnile the
Havildar killed two and broughtback their pistols. Since themmax
enemy were too many for him, he also withdrew a 100 yards and sent
for company support. He kept on the fire and beat back one attack
before the company turned up an hour later when they killed 22 Jap:
including an officer and wounded anothar?ﬁéfore retumning with a
large booty of rifles and LMGs. L/Nk.Vir Singh was with the leadiny
section in the company attack and thoggh wounded severely in the
thigh, led his section in a charge and himself bayonetted two of
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itIndian Army Observer
445445 5/6
vubedar Mohd.Fazal, KBijX
HOCO.

wekk-construced
FPegu,lay 24: When the Japs vacated tneir/bunkers to attack a Punjabi

patrol a litile distance away, the Punjabi patrol under the command
of Subedar Mond,Fazal,d.C., of Chak No,100/12-L, district lontgomery,
gradually oégapyg&kgi?and beaul oif several strong enemy attacks.

it happened about Ewmxx® 12 miles north-west d®f the
Xz Fegu on the thickly jungled banks of the river bearing the
same name, In their first clash with 25 Japs, tney killed one &and
wounded iwo more,before the enemy dispersed.

Wnile sections of the pdatoon were reconnoitering the
‘area, another party of 50 Japs attacked the wain platoon from the
rear with LkGs, rifles and grenade dischargers, The Subedar gradu-
ally witodrew his men io where ne qiacoveredvgcfgsfounkera RENXERXER
BXREBEXBXAXINARIOn ke waere ne decided to stay for the nignt, Eimzm
AXEXFESXEADAXNXSXXEX RERdY xExmekxixx The bunkers appeared not
comphetely vacated as some of thne Jap kit was -till lyimg there
but as there were no Japs in it, the Punjabis occupied it, ¥From this
stroung defensive position,tine Jubedarsr and his men held the cnemy
fire and beat off one attack when the enemy Lried to rush t e
position, Finailiy tne enemy witoudrew witlh heavy casualtics, ihl

, "We got in before tne Japs did.They lost tne position
and so lost the battle" said Sub,kohd.¥azal to me.
ends
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‘Mani:lncian Army Observer
2445445
Sep.Jumme Shah 5/7

Ar'ter escaping from his Jap captors during a barrage from
our guns,Sepoy Jumme Shah of village Shahpur,district Jhelum, limped
to qhﬁgrmesa village infested with @00 Japs and quickly changing
into the Burmese clothes voliunteered by the villagers spent the night
in tnc*%il;age.befnne returning to his lines the next morning,

Sepocy dumme Shah was dressing the wound of & comrade during
a battle when four Japs cnarged on hiw and took him captive after
wounding him in the lege AS our guns opened up, the Japs fled and
vumme Shah wandered away from them finally reacning XKE & village
where the Burmese helped him to change his clothes and hid him from
the 400 Japs during the night. Next morning, remembering the location
of his headquarters, he walked ali the way to tell unis comrades his
strange story in strange clothes.

ends
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SubeMohd, Fazal, MeCo, 1st.Punjab

Pegu,May 24: Wnen Japs vacated their bunkers to attack a Pungabi
platobhfihBdd2tanas, $43 ¥ §2schak no.100/12-1, district
lontggemery, in command of the platoon, occupied the hxnxnxi well-
construé‘ed defensive bunkers and boat off several atrong eﬂemy
attacks, " 3 : .
Leading a patroli of the 1st,Funjab Regiment on'tne
tnlck-Jungled bankk of the Fegu ri?ar, abau£ 12 miles to the northe
west of Fegu teown, Sub.iond.Fazal &nd nis man contubted the dnemy in
daylignt and in the clash with a party of 25 Japs, they kil.ed one
Jap and wounded two mere, The onemy dispersed and tﬂe Punjabi patrol
split up_inﬁé sectione in order to reccee the area, While tuey were
doing so, about 50 Japs attacked the main platoon from the rear with
LiGs, rifles and grenade discuargers., The enemy was about to rush the
peeition ahd since tuere was with an artillery forward obéervation
officer wikwxxk and his party with him, the Subedar arraﬁgad to give
the party covering fire to withdraw and gradually withdrew the platoon
to an area winere they found some empty bunkers, liinhi:;ﬁtx;x
Bftablishing
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Ve Ne. Fazet Dem

RIuEyxux May 28: Meiktila:In the annals of the Indian Army,Meiktila
will always be remembered as the battlefield where the heroism and
might of the Indian soldier %%gbzx.iﬁégﬁeight.Both to us and the
enemy the battle for Meiktila turned out to be the battle for Burma.
It was in such a battlefield that Sepoy(A/Naik) Fazal Din of the
10th.Baluch Regimeziogig% %%%/ Sﬁﬁﬁﬁigiﬁi3%u§§g3“§%o%ﬁ%132°%o
heroism, blazing determination to kill even when fatally wounded,
supreme devotion to duty, presence of min&?gacrifice is saddom
equalled in the annals of War,.." for which hgoﬂ&guﬂggﬁ}xwarded the
Victoriap Cross,

Naik Fazal Din is the third Muslim in this war
to receive thés highest award for gallantry.With this, Maj-Gen,
Cowan's 17th Indian Division have xmxExmadxxxxxx won seven of them,
In a special Order of the Day announcing the award, MajjGen. D.T.
Cowan,D.8.0,,M.C,s, says:" On behalf of all ranks of the 17th Indian
Division I warmly congratulate T/S;Euch on this great Rmmmxxx
distinction which their record as a fighting battalion in pperations
against the Japanese has fully merited. I voice tne feelings of all
ranks in saying how much I regret this gallant N.C.0. did NOT live
to enjoy the honour", i

This 24year old, tall, well-built, light-skinned
and cheerful son of a petty farmer of Hussainpur(Hoshiarpur district)
(Punjab) showed early promise of & soldier ewen when he was working
on his father's figdds, He was about eighteen xkmm wheh one night a
party of 10 dacoits attacked his village.xxxmigik, Chasing them, he
broke the leg mEf of one with & heavy stick and handed him over to
the village policeman, Among his playmdtes and other boys of the
village, he was always the leader and they implicitly oaeried out his
orders,His favourite pastime was to accost the boys retumning from
the village school in the evenings, snatch their football from them
and after kicking it for a short while, return it to them.

naik Fazal Din lost his parents when he was a boy
of eight, His ambition was to join the army and one cold day in 1940,
he and a cousin stole out of the village wihﬂout any counsel and
enlisted at the nearest recruting office. Though a volunteer, he had
planned to remain in the army, Even while under training, he had been
picked out of the rest by his Subedar and he won the first prize for
high-jump in his batch of recruits, He has fought with his battalion
in Burma in 1942,in the Chin Hills in 1943, in Imphal in 1944 and
once again iﬁ'Burma in 1945, While at Tiddim, he received the
"Commando Badge"™, the battalion's awasd for the best patroliing,.

A devout Muslim, like all other Punjabi Muslims

L ]
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in the Indian Army, he was phlegmatic and high}y reliable, Half his
battalion xxmx is composed of them and they have played & distinguis=-
hed part in the 17 Indian Div's fighting in Burma, On the second day
of the battle at Meiktida West when we gained our foothold, his
company accounted for 138 Japs killed. At Pyawbe, another company
of Punjabi Muslims from his battalion killed 72 Japs. In the battle
for MeiktitAJtnis Balnuquatthunn killed 548 Japs and captured 13
prhsoners,

Nk. Fazal Din's widow,22-year old Mst, Sirdar Bibi, will
be the proud recgépient of the Victoria Cross so gallantly won by
her late husovand,

ends
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Pynwegon,May 29: Officers and men of the 17th.Indian Divisbony
have won 409 awards since 1942 which in a full measure represents
the gallant fighting that troops of thnis Division have uone during
the last three years under the uistinguished command of Maj-Gen,
DeTeCowan,DeB8e04 ,lieCss

Out of the 25 V.C.s awarded to the Indian Army
during this war, this 'Black Cat' Division has won seven. 14 D.5.0.s
93 MeCoes,T4 I.DeBeMes,165 M.M.s and two Russian decorationsyx®xumx
XNXXRXEXXXEX have been received by them,Other awards are:Bar DSO 5,
DCM 5,I0M 20,Bar IDSM 1,Bar MC 2,Bar MM4,0BE 2,MBE 9,0BI 4,BEM 1
and CBE 14 156 Certificates of Gallantry or Commendation Cards
have &lso been received by troops of thnis Division mkRERxExaxxxExm
in addition to the awards, :

ENEKXTEALLdobak] OxtiaxEnds b mxf ks
tlxinxuuxax:x:aﬁ:xknnxlxtnxthux;nhiiz;xznnxzii!!!il!in:xzn:tx:alx
k¥xaskx@xtixhasxeanixiiniadxkaxkiexxiztaxxxinxBuxnxxrandd xhe xEuii x

EREXIzmg .
The Indian Kxmy Divisions comprising m® Inaian

and British troops form a major propodtion of the 14th.Army and the
victory in Burma is largely due to their gallant fighting upholding
the traditions of the Indian Army., The 'Black Cats', taking
udvantage of their previous experience in Burm#, have alwgys sprung
& surprise on the enemy and outwitted him in addition to vanquishing
him, :
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T e ittt N Bay i Sy

AR LR v;i-..-o.tn_».’r'. % i.-r." A LaAR I Xriky OBSaETaEiNLELIa:
LRAREX AR XK QXXX XREXXERXRNEXEXXXINZ X RAXREXAExERexEncdt tafxkiXikary xheadamy
&nﬁxiaxixxinnixnixtnnxnfiixnxaxnnwxinadtpgxunnxnixxhnxindiluxkxm;xtn

gefznrexefxindizxxIxhaxexnaiened RIn PEXXAEXENE XRCAAXKFFXARAXIXNALE
ISR XHARXEERRARX XXX XERnpanyxhexRine s kxmarkiaixupiriExxnx tnxxek,

In 1942, from the battlefield at Pa-an in Burma, an Indian
Army Observer wrote:"Capt.Korla was an outstunding cadet at the Indian
Military Academy and is typical of the officers now leading men of ;@g_
Indian Army in the defence of India, I have watched him box at the
Academy, and I have seen him comwand his company.The finest martial
spirit ie there", Thmxm In 1945, from the battlefield of Pt.850 in
Meiktila another Indian Army Observer writes:"The martial spirit is
still there, 1n the days of adversity it was gallant but in days of
prosperity it hus become dashing ana?{ncreased in intensity ax¢ In all
his big battles,Major Korla hus alvaysihis men in spirited bayonet
charges against the enemy, himself the first to eharge®.
Twentyseven year old Major Siri Kanth Korla,D.8.0.,M.C.,
10th.Baluch, from Punjab is an outstanding Officer in tne Indian Army.
Born in Hyﬁgﬁily of sidddiers,he had his early education at King
George's Royal Indian Militszy School,Jullunder, and joined in the
ranks of the 10th.Baluch, Regiment in 1934, After taking part in the
NWF operations of 1936?7&‘“33&%91oh%ﬁacfﬂﬂiﬂﬁoﬁiifiary Academy in 1939,
Since 1942, he has been with the same battalion in Burms,Chin Hills ’
Manipur and once again Burma. Tall and lithe figute,alwgys smiling,
he will talk to you endlessly recounting the exploits of his battalion
and the Dogra company he commands but to recount his wen exXploits, he

needs some persuasion,

He won the D,8,0. in 1942 in Burma for the part he played
in the battle of Pa-an. When his company ran out of ammunition during
strong attacks by the enemy, leading spirited bayonet charges he broughi
back ammunition from & dump captured by the enemy.With his pistol and
dah, he killed atleast ten of the enemy and when the battalion position
was overrun, with a few men he remained in his company position shouting
Dogra war cries and deceiving the enemy into belk#ving that tne positior
was strongly held. Eventually while evacuating his wounded to a safe
place, he was taken prisoner and remained so for 15 hours before
killing his guard and reaching bucek his battalion,

In the same year near Prome, lee was mentioned in deapatcheS?r
ably escorting across country & mule convoy from Zigon to FProme, a
distance of 57 miles. The enemy wus at their heels only five miles away,
The rest of the brigade entrained to Prome leaving 150 mules and 50
mule-carts which he voluhteered to escort. Bombed and shegled all along,
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without any loss he accomplished his task in 26 nours,

He received his M.C. !I! tli&ilgiiIXIi for his
courageous initiative in the battle of Taungtha, Given an area to
reconnoitre, on arrival he noticed 150 Japs in bunker positions
protecting & big ammunition, ciothing and ration dump,lmmediately
without wasting any time, on his ouniiiiiﬁiiia, he led his company
in & brilliant chagge killiing 85 Japs and took f§ive prisomers besides
capturing the dumps, 1ln his company there was only one s.ightly
wounded casualtye- S0 completely surprised were the enemy,

¥ajor Korla haldsﬁ“record in the 17th,lndian Division
for clearing a strongly~held village in 15 minutes, In Meiktila,at
the villiage 'of lMagygon, when & Gurkha company was held up by heavy
macnine gun fire, ne was given the task of clearing the viliage in
15 minutes, It was already nearing dusk and it was essential to clear
it before night as the right flank of our pesition in the town was
exposed to enemy fire and we could not have held tne position withoutf
the village, Leading his men once agadn in a charge and supported by
heavy artillery, within 15 minutes he cleared the village killing
35 and capturing four,

The best charger in the 17 Ind. Div,, at Pt.850 in
Meiktila he surpassed his previous performances and by his gallant
efforts, ended tne battle for Meiktila in our favoury, The feature
was a strongly-neld Jap observation post from where having a graide-
stand view of our positions, tney were narassing our troops. unce
again thgiiiéﬁuias his, hukxkhm &ﬁ-hLﬁ had to climb a steep and Euxk
control over troops wasg inposaiﬁftéﬁiing to the broken ground coverad
- with shick scrub jungle und dense bamboos., There were deep nullahs
to be crossed wiih enemy bunker positions on thneir banks., Added to
that, the visibility was five yards and &hé enemy opened up with all
fury from 75mm guns, anti-tank guns,machine guns and grenades., With
artillery and tank aupport[nqgth great dash and speed,hmxmhixxged his
company charged with baypnets from the enemy's rear and he was at
tneir he2878128¢AE®%ine, In addition to capburing the feature, has
company killed 63 Japs, captured two prisoners and their transport
inciuding 4 feep. The rest of the Japs in the Meiktila area were in
no mood to ignore this commauding feature and they withdrew in the
night from the entire area,

kajor Korla's Dogra company killed in all 764 Japs
and took 23 prhsomers in the Meiktila area,

ends
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Pynwegon,kay p0: During the 17 Ind, Div's push to within 2c miles
of Rangoon,one battery of Punjabi gunners chose the same gun-area
they had occupied in 1942,

At Hlegu, where Indian troops of 4 Corps linked
up with thaese of 15 Corps, Major A.W.Lichfield of Bombay, with the
battery since 1942 and now communding them,decided to harbour in
the same area Lhey had previously occupied.

Most of the Punjabis knew the ground and took up
exactly the same positions as before, Their memories went back to
those days when the whole batlery had betweent hem only 14 rifles
and no machine guns,Things were different now and they were
concious of ‘their striking poweré,

At Mmkkii meiktila, they had a tough time but
their guns never ﬁtOPpod speaking., They silenced within five
minutes a Jap gun causing heavy cesualties,Ufficers directing
fire and observing hed to expose themselves to enemy fire but
evenu througn the thickest street fighting, this battery dliways
had its observation posts,

ends -
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gAP SWAN SONG 1IN PEGU YOMAS

PEGU YOMaS:Monday: In the thickly-wooded hills of the Pegu Yomas,the
Jap 15th.Army is singing its swan-song in.the company of wild
elephants, The hardships are rather too much for the Nippon soldier
in anxious flight, In the hills,it is all rain and floods with no
roof or shelter and no food nor friendly hospptality. To run into
the plains towards the Shan States or Moulmein would mean certain
death or capture, Your movements are reported by the viliagers '
within a short time and those "whizzing" British shells come unanne
ounced while you are bathing in & chaung or hiding in a forest or
the "Thunderbolts" drop their eggs on you with the resounding fury
of angry Fujiyama, If you attempt to cross the trunk-road,the Indian
and British troops are anxibualy walting to pounce on you or their
cunning patrolis to the foot of the hills catch you unawares, If you
approach & Burman,he may turn out to be a guerilla who has been

ith your very shadow and will tiil & quick one with his sten,
And the emiling Keren niliman gives & frown when you XEXXB&E ask him
for mEmdxwm kindnese,

Brooding over his ExXmixXhmxmukehxisx own fate
end thet of his mmm comrades, one Jap soldier says:" 1 am a warrior
of the Imperial Army and 1 am not one to compiait of any shortage of
food but seeing my comrades canplaining of short&goigaa locing-their
~trust in their officers Zghkos ke think that this Bu&ma campaign

has done more to damage the high spirit of our Jap Inperi&l Army
than any other thing", The spirit ie broken and damaged suffieiently
thenks to lndian and British troops.He complains of 70 men having to
share 40 rifles and one 8wordegnd«auhandtdifﬁiJrica/&ndﬂ¢hh1/ﬁvahfzhe
fosquitces huve turned «gainst ‘theme

Pegu Yomas &re not more than a thousand feet in
neight put ;_Zfs into steep narrow ridges onlgk“%h runs tne only
track. lx—il covored with thick scrub, dense bamboo jungles and tal.
elephant grass,Numerous chaungs criss-cross and flow in spate, Wild
elephants roam destroyigg btamboo jungleaaﬂﬁgaing a heavxé%wg which
resounds in the quiet forest. The sight and sound sirikes despair

in & numiliated and frustrated spirit
cmall ttenty-m villages lie scattered

about ten milee away from each other, Tonge-robed Karens with pigs
and chickandigli in them growing their vegetubles close to themeThey
bring their rice Ir tna plains and sit guiet watcning the monseon
rains w&ggﬂ%hc wnite c guragﬂxthﬁiﬂfmbubk$Thay welcome us and treat
us kindly but to the Japszm*stazn and cold face,

ends ’/va£
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Cooch Behar

Pegu, June 7t Latest arrival on the Burma front is 29-year old
Captain H.H.S8ir Jagadippendra Narayan,K.C.Il.E.,7th.Cavalry,shd
Manaraja of Cooch Behar, who is serving as a liaison officer with an
advancea HQ in Burma, ln his present capacity, he has already visited
several units and come into close contact with both officers and
troops.

This is his first visit t3/field area,ankxRexH&R
ErzxtxxaxixsxtiznxfaxxiRexindixnxgexdigx.He said:"My relatives and
friends are on active service and so I have been longiag to ﬁrocicd
on active service.In 1942,I had almost decided to go toé the Middle
East but with the outbreak of war with Japan,l could not leave my
Btate! ‘

Edusated at Harrow and Cambridge,he ascended the'gadi'
in 1923 on tna death of his father,Well-known in. Cricket circles
in India,he captained the Bengal team for the Ranji Trpphy in 1944
and 1945, Folo and tennis are his other favourite games, He is not
married yet, 3

He joined the Indian Army in 1538 and since then had
annual training with the Tth.Cavalry.,He is also the Colonel-in-Chief
of the 1st.Cooch Behar Regiment,His younger brother Brxzzx Major -
Prince Inderjett Narayan is also seav&ngfonwthtsﬂixont—liih*xha
11th.Cavaliry.

tapt. Cooch, as he is known in the fidld, has great
admiration for the Indian soldier." All the world over praises are
sung in honour of the Indian soldier but what touched me most was
tn87€%ibute paid to him by Btitish officers and troops who have
fought alongside with hin'rhe said.

ends
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17/7A
NYAUNGLABIN:JUNE 13: Indian Artillery gun-trains leave Nyaunglabin
railway station :::&,iii to have a shoot at the Japs across the
Sittang,These twentyfive pounders travel on open goods-waggons towed
by a jeep running on a metre-guage line,

Yesterday it was the Rajputs' turn. Within ten
minutes of the receipt of a report,the train%“steamed off", On arrival
at the required position,the bearings were taken and the surveyor got
busy mxexxxiksa with logarithms, The wireless made contact with the
observation post.As they were mounted on the waggons, the guns fired
neayly £mx 40 rounds on the objective.

Patrols on the 2:!&!&: bank of the river have
gone out this morning to count the%kill", large numbers of Japs rean
in the rubber plantations on the east !ﬁﬁk/raidiug.villages for food,
They are continually being harmssed by our patrols Burmaae guorillna
and fire from our guns, s i& incrsaaiaﬁtin vigou;Q thc
countrysfide and scrub fm&m 1§50k e difficult for the
enemy in Pegu Yomas to escape to the eastern banks of Siitang,More
Japs are leaving their malarial hibmes in the Yomas and are drifting
to its eastern foothills where our 'tiger patrols' and guerillas are
waiting to kill them,

ends !
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June 17:
PEGU YOMAS: During the last few weeks,Burmese guerillas operaiing

in the Pegu Yomas nave killied nine Japs,wounded 12 and captured
five prisoners. They have been assisted by Burmese and Karen
villagers who obtain arms from ES/harnls the Japs when they come
foraging kmxkxmixxxiXkaxxxhxxss for food.Sevdral of them have never
handled a sten-gua before but they mse it guite efficiently.

Gurkhas have been giving close support to the guepillss.
Two days ago, they caught a party of the enemy in the open paddy
fields carrying bundles of mats and bamboos.Dropping their precious
loads, the Japs ran far their lives and several of them were
wounded or killed.

In these hills, the maps cannot keep pace with the
villages.When their rice-fields becowe fallow, the villagers burn
them and migrate to § new a.raai.}( few miles away.Named after their
headman,Karen villages change their names BExXEuxdExXhixEhmizxdsxii,
on the death of every headman,

ends
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3 May:Delayed
Milestone 41: Killing &9 Jups in Lwo days, Sikhs amdx

 Punjeb is and Dogras of the 12 Frontier #orce Regiment cleumed

thds%éswurl side of Yegu town and ‘“gptured Lhe railw.y station.
The bridge along the main road across the
Pegu river having been blown off by the enemy in nis retreat,
the ~ikhs attempted to cross the river over the ruilivay Lrg
bridge but as they approacned, the Japs blé::pfg tnis one too.
A platoon wading across the wuist deep river killed 12 Japs who
had automatics and took up & position on- the QQ n bunke ¥f

—-Pifty to sixty #aps dug in fox-holes offered st bern resistance

Another platoon moving on the fliank attaoknd tho ent;enched enemy

killgdg anotner 20, There was nhght—long exchango of{h%;vy fire,
Zarly nexl morning the battalion killed another six Jape while
tow platoons ¢f Fathsens crossing the river)at another po%nt aug...
established & uriusehsad. The Punjabis moving along the rai;uay
line captuxad Lhe raeilway station.against quita heuvy opposition
from MM@s, mortars, and dischargers, The Dogras aliso advanced to
tne %;§tion after clearing a chaung.where the enemy had built
strong defences, The Vogras and Punjavis themseives accountod
for 45 enemy kilied, N
An interesting sideliight of this attackma by
the battalion was that 40 railway tro¢11es.lﬁ;ng alongside the
railway line were loaded by our troops wit unition and other
stores since tiey could not take tneir vehicigsﬁxﬁroaa the river
which was in spate, The loaded trolliies were pushQ@ to Lhe oroken
railway bridge where they were stripped indd piecég and reassemb-
led on the otuer side of the bridge and the trollies pushed once
again to where the fighting was. The trollies aiso car;;ed four
POWs w.om they captured. This troliey train has been dhﬁboﬂ by
the troops as "PEGU EXPRESS" 3 I

Besides capturing a lurge number o¥ spail wrms
this battalion also captured two 75mam guns, A
ends \ LHK
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Milestone J3 from Rangoon: May 4: In a small action on May 2,
FPunjabi Muslims of the 7th.Rajput Regiment engaged & very sirong
enemy position near M.S. 40 killing 15 Japs and wounding an equal
number,

As the supporting infantiry of an armoured column,
they came upon a Jap position on undulating ground wnere Lhe
enemy had constructed fake bunkers on the forward slopes while
ihe real ones with machine guns were on the reverse slopes. The
Punjabis under the command of Capt.R.L.Sen of Calcutta, slowly
crept forward in the lignt of the dusk avoiding booby traps
hanging from trees and mines scattered over the ground., When they
reached their objective, they hurled grenades at the real bunkers
with Subedar Rafiiuddin of village kurla Khondra, Jullunder, who
egged his men on to piay merry with tne Japs. L/Nk, Ali Mohamed
of village Malkotarad, Juliunder, himself sleared one bunker,

When our troops withdrew because of tue darkmess they had killed
15 of the enemy and wounded an egual nuiber. The rest of the enemy
fled.

Unaware of thia,lﬁi!i 130%38rni59§y of Japs ap, roshed
the position in motor traqsports with their lights fully illuminatss
ing the rain that was coming down in forrenta but were forced to
make & quick about turn as our heavﬁ?%ﬁenod on them,

The advance of the armoured column is now held up
at MeS5.72 owing to a bridge being blown off by the enemy in thekr
retreét. As our troops were roconnoitering‘for another Crossing
the enemy blew another oridge on XkE a diversion XExXRaxxprraaxix
a8 our tanks approschau it. But sappers are bullding a Bniley
bridge on the main road and with tue rephtation of the Hadras
Sappers the delay will lastf a few hours only. Yesterday, the
Madras Sappers mis&xed neutralised nearly 500 mines.along tie
road over a distance of only eignt miles, While clrdrﬂqg the
200 and 500 pound aerial bombs concealed under tue road and the
sides, two of them were kilied., The Japs ained at!@e;&ying our
advance with theee mines and booby traps but so tafftney have not
succeeded, B ¥ Oh
in the frontline there is grﬁgt Jubilation Loday over
the capture of Rangoon by otler'indisn troops though\i keen sense
of disappointment is fadt among them over Qaving milaed the chance
of entering into Rangoon first.

.
5

ends
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MILECTORE 32: 4 May: Displaying & keen sense of observation and
presence of mind and resorting to quick action, a jeep driver of
Indian Public Relations wounded a Jap dressed in Burmese clothes
and ceptured him prisoner,$eday.

While driving alongithe road mear: ik in the
frontiine, Driver Sepoy Riuna Shah of villageditaria,district
chhug¥%,}g%h%§‘datoppod his venicle and walked RRExkhexraad & little
distance
offering to seli. As he was returning, he noticed & man in Burmese
clothes not far away from him and since his looks were suspicious,

to purchase the eggs and chicken that the villagers were

our driver ordered him to stdp when the man pulied out a grenade
from the Burmese bag that he was carrying but which slip.ed and fell 4
from his handp, Without wasting a moment,Driver Riuna Shah-- mmart
and well-built with typical Binari looks--~ levelled his rifle at
the Jap in disguise amdxfirmdxihrzsxrsundsixIns dxpixithxinsxsscsnd
xxz whereon the §ap snouted ' No shooting ' in English, HKiuna -Shhh
calmly replied 'Tairo' in Hindustani and at the same moment fired
three rounds, The enemy was wounded severely in tne snoulder,hip
and thigh and our driver made hinm }risohnr till the Military Police
arrived on the scene and took charge of the prisonmr,

' While narrating the story to me, our driver
toid me: * I can alwuys see througn a Jap'l disguise",

ends
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_HLAGU BAST: May 6: Supported by Stuart tanks ol the Tth.Indian
Cavalry and armoured cars of the 16th.indian Cavalry, troops of
the Tth.Gurkha #ifles have caplured kxm today the town of Hlegu,
28 miles from Ranghon on the main road, An Indian Field Regiment
firing 25 pounders gave artillery support.

last night a guerilla platoon of Gurkhas
~crept round the town and bumped against the enemy. Tﬁey withdrew
&nd established themselves at a junction of cross-roads on the
eust side of the town, This morning another conpdﬁyﬂof'ﬂurkhaa
joined them and after nearly 30 ﬁingafhﬂgnﬁgéﬂnneutraxis;d by
the Madras Sappers, they mopped up the eastern side of the town,
The bridge &inking up the two parts of the town along the main
road was blown up by the enemy in their retreat.

Under a smoke screen this morning, swinging
from girder to girder below the broken bridge in a picturesque
fashion not very dissimilar to real guerillas, & company of
Glirkhes crossed the chaung and established a bridgehead with
the aid of their own mortars and covering fire from the machine=-
gunners of the 13 Frontier Force Rifles. The Japs fled leaving
behind four dead and an LMG, ' A

As there were still some enemy left on the
west side of the town, a troop £¥9é%ﬁarts haxa were rushed and
& heavy concentration of artilliery from the Indian Field guns
poured on the enemy, The.mopping up is stil. going on and the
sound of machine guns and tanks could stilli be heard.

W ends
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HIEG@U;uay 6: British ixmmps amd& infantiry troops and Indian cavalry

of the 26th.Indian Division coming nprth from Rangoon and Indian
troops of the 17th.Indian Divsion have linked up at Hlegu.

Gurkhas were the first to greet the southern visitors
with cheers of welcome, But when they heard the distantg noise of
the soft wehicles, they were more than surprised and everyone went
dor hia weapon and saw in the distance toummy guns and riflea facing
them., End as the Rangoon party came nearer, the Gurkhas lowered EZM,
their weapons and beamed with their characteristiic smile. <

§ The .ridge along the road at this place having been h
blown off b the Japs, officers and troops of either dividions
went over to each other's side in flesating rafts.

" This link-up culminates in the mmkixm capture hyxmx
of the life-line of Burma, the 442 mile-long HMandalay-Rangooh road.
. The monsoon has just set in and the biggest line of communication
which is an all-weather road is now ours. And tnis also marks the
end of the last stuge in tie Battile of Burma although several
thousands of the enemy still remain on the Burmese sid#il and whose
fate has been sealed,

ends
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EXXEE PEGU,May 14: Striding down the Mandalay-Rangoon road
like a blazing comet, Indian cavalry units under the command of
an Indian colenel played & prominent part as the advance column
of the 17th.Indian Division in its push towards Rangoon. While !
the honour of entering Rangoon fell to other troops, the evacuation
of Rangoon by the Japs has been to a large extent due to the
lightning speed with which this column was ad#&néiﬁgffﬁéﬁgls the
capital of Burma, Evidences are the mines and booby-traps in
thousands left by the enemy all a.ong the road to the south and
the mmemy Jap pockets of resistance on the sides of the road to
delay our entry}%o Rangoon,

During tue few weeks I have been uithtiillcflaggched
with intense admirution the swiftness, efficiency and cohesion
with which this column was advancing unhampered by the pre-
monsoon rains, the tidal chaungs and rivers and the enemy's
delayaﬁg taeticaEPF?P distinguished commander of this colgmn!h
LtsColChaudhuri, u 16th. L1 2Kt PEEVETHST X3
ERExpyxinkaxk confidence, enthusiasm and energy into the Indian
and British troops under his command to such an extent that tne
pass-word on the lips of every one of them was 'RANGOUN', RXiaxx
Individual and group plens as to how the first few hours in
Rangoon were to be spent confributed in no small measure to the
speed of the column,

The units under this 37 year old Colonel were: one

fagiment of armoured cars of the 16th.Light Cavalry, one squadron

ok Stu&s} Eﬁgk7‘h.hight Cavalry, one squadron of Sherman tanks of the
5th.Probyn's Horse, one company of Xkm a battalion of the Tth.
Rajput Regiment, a battery of self-propelled guns of the British
18th,Field Regiment, two sections of the Madras Sappers and
Miners, a visual contirol panel of the R.A.F. and a section of
an advance dressing station. "The success achieved would not
have been possible but for the magnificent cooperation of both
the Indian and British ¥k288%under my command®, said Lt.Col.
Chaudhuri to me describing the part played by every unit, The
dash across 34 miles of the road from Piyagale to Fegu in four
days during which 756 mines were neutralised over a distance of
only four miles and stiff enemy pockets were cleared was the
most remarkable stride of this column,

: The admiration of the commander and his men are
mutual, "We couldn't have had a better comwander , a better time
or a better deal" said Capt.Z.W.,Penny of Childwal,lancashire.

His Indian second-in-command:summed up in few brief words:"The
finest leader I Have ever worked under", With a high sense of
humour and great admiration for the crew of his armoured cars,
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LteCols Chaudhuri commands the oldest cavalry regiment in the Indian
Army,the 16th.lLight Cavalry, which is the old 2nd.Madras lancers
and has the unique honour of having the King Emperor as its C-in4C,
He has a joke bbb offer to everyone he meéts from the highest officer
to a private soldier but does not tolerate even the least ineffici-
cncy; He is loved and respected by his officers and men and when he
gathered them in parade to inform them hew sorry he felt that he was
not able to lead his men into Rangoon, I noticed a few of them on .
the verge of tears looking at him with awe, love and respect,

ends
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PINWEGON, May 17: Visiting Indian and British troops of the 1T7th,
indian Division in a two-day tour, Lt.Gen.Frank Messervyesceese ,
Commander of the 4th.Corps, congratulated them on the victory they
had achieved in Burma. "This Division has played the leading purt in
tne advance mf from the Irrawady onwards and has played the foremost
part in the capture of Rangoon", he said, To Indian troops, he spokeg
in Hindustani:"Tumari mehnatse banaduri se Burma pakadliya",

KiAmungingxinaxtsknxkenytsxinaxs  sehengy e
BN KRERXHENX L RE XA XK MM MR X8 E X KRA XARXEF 0apEXNENLd x ke x Rena £ fad
Ryxik In humorous fashion, typical of him, he announced
the 14th.Army's leave scheme for Indian troops waich was received with
cheers, He todd them that he had not been home for seven years, hasn't
seen his family for five years and that he was neither going home nor
faxagxix taking leave till bhe Japs were xmmiikixksad completely
defeated, Quoting the words of a jawan:"Kala billi chua jarur kayinge"
(The Black Cat will surely eat {ﬁg/rats) he exhotted them to be ready
for the next onslaught on the fascists of the east,

ends
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Pinwegon, kay 17: One troopgflndian Stuart tanks have the distinction
of having operated on all the 14th.Army fronts in Central and
Southern Burma, : ’

wBnder the command of Lt.Harpratap S8ingh,7th.Llight
Cavalry, of Daudpur,district Ludhiana, these Indian tankmen have
taken {heir tanks axmrx2800xmitzx xermxx from Hmp Menipur to within
28 miles of Rangoon, over 2000 miles across rugged country not long
ago unsurmountable, These Stuartg tracks have tread aiong Tiddim
Road and its Chocolate Staircase,across Kabaw Valley(the valley of
Death), along the lrrawady bridgehead, across the scrubby jungle
plains of Central Burma and along the road from Mandalay to Rangoon,

For more than a year in operation, this troop has

fought not less than 50 battles, all of them successful, They have
killed more than 150 Japs, destroyed or captured two anti-tank guns,
and lots of equipment, AE¥dimpkxrimzEXxfxsapiursdxsrexizpxpr The
first Jap prisoner captured by troops of the 27 Indian Division in
Kaxprxx Manipur was captured by Lt.Singh.

. ' This troop has operated with five different Divs.
Along with 20 Ind.Dive. in the famous battle of Talingon on the
Irrawady, they killed 35 Japs out of & total of 513 Japs killed.
in the swinging battle lausting for seven days, mostly by night,
wWhnere gpemour penetration was most difficult owing to the thickly
wooded village, theee Indian tanks performed bunker-bursting with
great skill and deft manoeuvre,

As leading tanks 6f the armoured spearhead of
17 Ind.Division's advance tosards Rangoon, they traversed heavily
mined roads and assisted the infantry in mop.ing &p odd enemy
parties. While the battle for Pegu was in progress, they carried
out a daring xmEmEE 2Jmile reccee benind the enemy across country.

ends
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