lndonesm& Goodwtll Gesture

"7 Towards India “:
PREMIER SJAHRIR'S OFFER OF
500000 TONS OF RICE
v 5 ) ‘(Free Press of ?In&ia) ' P f

A AR BATAViA, April 7.
‘ N an exdusxvc interview to the Free Press, Dr. Sutan Sjahrir, ¢

th# Premier of the Indonesian Republic, expressed his deep .
cohcern and sympathy for the famire situation in India,

, He offered and was ready 1o atrange the export of 500,000
'tons of rice from Indonesia for India pmv:ded India made her
own arrangements to ship them.

Dr. Sjahrir also pointed out in his talks the extreme shorlage
of cloth in his own country and wanted to know whether India

could help her by sending textiles. =
100D CROPS THIS YEAR h +
He referred (o the gloumy pic turo of food gonditions in Indonesid |
that - bas been dcliberately presented’ to. the outside world by foreign. |
interested: news agencles, mnot knowing the true and actual condigions
obtdtntng here. The Premier polnted out that Incounesia had never had
sich good crops and harvest as this yeae since the last 8ix years,
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ithe Dutch a safe and strategic plage

Batavia, A Dul}
Drab City

'DUTCH OCCUPATION
- COMPLETE

(FREE PRESS 0 INMA)
DATAVEA, 'April 7.
The city presented a dull and drab
appearence in  comparison to- the
beautiful picture it presented five
months back, with hundreds of Free
Indonesian: flags  fluttering  gally,
dainty Indonesian women dressed in

e s e o

multi-coloured and picturesque na-,

tional costumes, strutting .about the
streetg, shousdng anti-Imperialist slo.:
gans and the general population full
of enthusfasm for thefr ., newly-
acquired freedom. Today one - sees

only a few flags of fi :édom waving

in, the air, all signs and slogang have
disappeared—it appears the Japa-
nhese POW’'s were used to scrape off
the freedom slogans—and a
number of Dutch: soldiers are seen
toving about, with pistols and rifies,
in a grim atmosphere. Armed Dutch
military policemien and unarmed In-
donesian clivil police are in charge
of the city and regulating traffic.
Dutch and Euraslan women seem
much happler moving about in vehi-
cles with unarmed menfolk, 1! 4

HAPPY. INDIAN SOLDIERS

A strange contrast 1> the last sIx"
months, when they had to do an un-
pleasant and dirty job, the Indian
troops -are going about the city,
quite ‘unarmed’ with a happy ex-
pression on their faces, at the early |
rospect' of  returning home, The
amous Indian Division, which fought
with distinction in the Manipur ¢ -
paign, and saved India from the
Japanese invasion, has secured from

for their present ocgupation,

e
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" PANDIT NEHRU

] to the Ihdonesian
vigit Java. to negotiate for the termps
‘of the offer. . If -

] that Pandit Nehru could not

 SHOULD VISIT
. "INDONESIA

(FREE PRENS OF INDIAY s
BATAVIA. Aprhl & |

Regarding Dr. Sjahrir’s offer of 1ice

} o India, high Indonestan clrcles e~

sire that Pandit Nehruy, well known
massges, should

S

J unable to leave |
India at the present moment, Pandit |
Nehru may send some envoy, but it

‘is essential that he should come with

full authority from Punditji, Most
of the people here are disappointed
vislt
them at the conclusion of his Ma--

}laya tour.

A Government official from India

- to arrange for the rice transac~
tion is not likely 'to succeed much,
while a representative of the In-
dian people will certainly be re-
ceived with great rvespect and joy.
When from Malaya recently, Pan<
dit Nehru applied to the British au- |
thorities for permission for Mr.

‘§ HutHee Singh' to visit Java, it was

refused. 1t appears that high mili-
tary authorities in Malaya originaily
expressed no difficulty to permit M-
Huthee Singh to proceed (o Java,
but the request was turned down
after high-level discussions.

The authorities herg should have |
no objection to permilt n representa~ '

{ tive to come here to collect food for |

tie 400 starving millions of India,

- after India had sent two wmillion re-

nowned soldiers to  fight for the |
United Nations. The Dutch have to
be doubly grateful, because Indian
troops have largely contributed to
Ithc maintenance of law and = Drded |
refe.
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DONESIAH OFFER .
“ NOT ENOUGH RICE TO SPARE”

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)
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BATAVIA, April 14,

EGARDING Dr. Sjahrir’s oﬁer of half a million tons of rice to

India, Dutch officials here

believe that there is not enough

rice in Java to spare, and they are understood to be planning aerial

vhotography of rice cultivation in order to revisé estimates.

| Indonesian officials, however, point out that the fields
formerly used for cultivation of tobacco and sugarcane have,
"during the last six months, been converted for rice. Good rains

have also helped to produce bumper crop.

Foreign corresporidents who have
recently been to the interior men-
tion having been exiensive fields of |
goud rice crops.

The production of Java and Mn-
dura rice in 1938 wis little more
than eight million tons which increas
ed slightly up to 1941 from which it
declined by iwo million, and

! year’s estimate is about eight mil-
lion tons. Nearly 50 millions of the
population of Java and Madura,
consume only about three and a halr
million tons annually at the rate of
200 grams per head per day.

Larger consumption is of cassava
roots from which tapioca is pre-
pared to the value of eight million
tons per year. The pre-war halance
of rice is not grown in such large
guantities as to be self-sufficient and
also a certain amount is exchanged
tor inferior quahty of rice from Siam
in order to gam surplus valuc

To Help |
Dr. Sjahrir!

(ERE™ PREHS OF INDIA)

BATAVIA, April 13,

At a Pr ess Conference today Lieu-
i tenant-General Spoor, the Comman.
|der-in.Chief of the Netherland Kast
Indles Forces indicated that at the
Jend of the present negotiations the
-~ Dutch troops here may be tised with
the co-operation of Dr. Sjahrir's
Government to put down “extre-
mists.” e
Local feelings are such that use of.
foreign troops for such & purpose
would -have disastrous consequences
and would be unhelpful tois Dy
'Sjahrir .in restoring law.’and order,
“wnich will be his responsibility. Al-
ready the bitterness against foreign
troops & so -great that further use
of foreign troops. will -embitter the
/Tirge mass of Indonesian population
and increase the cleavage between the

Duteh and the Indonesians. It is for |

Dry. Sjahrir 2. conselidate Dutch-in.
dotiesian relations. Dutch tr are’
glready crying vmgeance having read |
‘reports of torture of their men and

this|’

Dutch Offer |

- with

‘the Dutch. It was the code.

Nehru Greets
Indonesia

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)
BATAVIA, April 14,

“Merdeka,” the Indonesian
newspaper, yesterday publish«
ed a message from  Pandit
Nehru to Drs. Siahrir, So¢karng
and Hatta conveying grcetings’
jrom the Indian people.

Pandit Nehru says: “On my
visit to Malaya so near to In-
donesia, I thought of your
great struggle for freedom
often dnd discussed it 1with
many Indoncsians and othey
friends here. We are facing
grave problems in Indla today

-which might affect the future
of our country. But however
entangleqd we might be tn our
own problems, we think of you
for we realise that your strug-
gle for freedom iz intimately |
eonnected with ours. In the
event of any big changes tak- t
ing place in India resulting in
the formation of Nationul Goo-
ernment, rest assured that we

" shall take every opportu.nitv

i shick ways as we cdn’

|

tortures herc have nothing to do |
the Indonesian Natlonalist
movement. All people in a subfect
country whether torturers, cr iminals
or Nationalists or saints claim inde
pendence for thelr country and one
cannot on that account brand them
all as one and condemn them "en
masse.” Wherever a state of wal ex-
ists tortures are mutual and in¢reas-
ing support of forces striving tor -
right and justice would help to mini«
mise such excesses. It is estimated
that there are about 20,000 Dutch
troops in Java of whom only 20%
are Indonesian.

INDIANS TO RETURN wrrnom‘

TANKS 5

Indian tankmen will soon return
to India without their tanks, sihce
most of their tanks are being sold to .
hobour

i e

Wwwimen by Indopegians.
e ‘ﬁfter itwmtgatmn it

‘fa found " that:

with the “old. horse cavaixy ta ﬂdu

‘back home wover
xn}malm
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PREMIER MAINTAINS THERE IS|°
A BUMPER CROP IN JAVA

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)
7 ] BATAVIA, April 21.

A REITERATION OF INDQNESIA’S OFFER OF HALF A MIL-
LION TONS OF RICE TO INDIA WAS MADE BY DR.
'SUTAN SJAHRIR, PREMIER OF THE REPUBLIC, IN AN’
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW TO THE FREE PRESS OF INDIA.
DR. SIAHRIR HAD JUST RETURNED FROM HIS TOUR OF
MIDDLE AND EAST JAVA PROVINCES. THE PREMIER
‘TOLD THE FPI THAT HE WOULD SOON BE ISSUING AN

OFFICIAL STATEMENT EMBODYING THE OFFER.
It appears that so far no approach has been made to the Indo-
nesian Republic hy the Governmeat of India about Premier Sjah- {
rir’s offer. Evidently there are political difficulties in the way ofv‘

making a direct approach to the 'ndonesians.

The British recognise on'r the so- i ‘.
verignty of the .Dutch in Indone-
sia, The Dutch still do not seem to
believe that there is a bumper rice
crop in Indonesia this season. The

; 1 British appear to be under the im-
R yegt2d pression that though there may be
} rice surplus in Indonesia available
{ for export, it will not bhe in such -
large quantities as announced by
the Premier.

TRANSPORT TROUBLES

Another difficulty would be to
find suitable and speedy transport
., for the purpose. Anyway the British 4 5

- cannot have amy commercial derfs F
5 : _ings with the Indonesians unless
" : i they recognise the Republic. It is
L quite likeiy that this will be circum “ ;

y 3 ' vented by Lord Killearn taking the : s s ]

fhatter within his puryiew and ords z

ers for iice -may be executed ;

through the SEAC Commander.

Dr. Suter. Sjahrir made it clear : A

in the interview that a bumper rice . : y

jcrop exists in  Besuki, a rich rice 3

L

Fven If India

Vs

fog
. 3

bowl provinee in .East Java. Sewe={
{ ral other dbservers' who have - jusi Kt g
' returned from the interior . confirn. . ;
that this year’s rich harvest is un-.
precedented. |
They described how most af {hct : y 4
« ! people were overfed, but went half> AL s

ST B , naked. Cilnti: gr.thg 'mos.tw%cm;ce %n;a i ) i
i wge oobmedity oo Indonesia todey: g -
p ~“people of Inconesia ook it Indih.

i for clething them, T AT




SJAHRIR EXPLAINS HOW HE
CAN SHIP RICE TO INDIA

!NDONES]ANS EAGER TO MAKE
~ CONTACT WITH INDIA

(FRI’E PRESS OF INDIA) - :
BATAVIA Apnl 23, "

¢RAY REMARKS to the Free Prees of India Representative that *
Indonesia could help India by sending 500,000 tons of rice on '
the basis of exchange with texules and eventually teols and iron
implements for agricultural use, seems to_ have aroused some !
doubt in the outer world,” says Dr. Sjahrir, IndoL:esian Premier,

in an official statement:issued on Monday.

He goes on: %1 want  to repeat
here and now  that I gave the PPI ]
Representative a trne picture of the: i X
food situation and of our needs of
import goods, The lowest estimate .
of rice ‘crop for this year Is five mil ) e
tion tons, while the highest estimate - ~
goes up to seven milllon tons. The
actual consumption of Java in 1910 |
was less than four million tons while
the yearly consumption during Jap-
anese. occupation could hardly have :
been morve than two or lhrw million | .
fons ot rice, :

“Puring Jdpanow veettpation mil-
Hong starved in Java. Hundreds of
thousands were moved 10 the front:
as ecoolles, so that we think it pos
sible thgt thln Is a decrease of po-
rulatloh In Java, compared to 1840,
nstead 'of lhl‘ normal increase.” R y

READY TO GIVR : .

Dr, Sjutir  continues: “Even it |

~ there 15 no surplus riee, T think our }

people would readilv give 500,000

tons of rice for sorely ngeded tex- |

tiles, tools and implements. I think

it is mofe than ndtural that the In-

donegiary Republic .does what Is pos- |
{sible to ease the food situation  in £
P Indf@ We Lave-muck sympathv  Tor

the Indian ‘pbopte and. qxould Wab-q

come the establishment of *economie |

and spiritual relations between the

‘Republic. and India us between free .

nations.” : ;
. The Indonesian Ministry of inform

action has released the following .

i commuiique:  “In fulk vealisation of ! 1

Indoncsian’s  obligations as an inde:

pandmt country to rendeér supnovt to

;our neighbour country, India, which,

i3 faclng famine, the Ministry of .

| Information  appeals .. to all, Indone~

slans to offer every kind of assist-

apce to_all bodics for soclal  relief |-

dn their'efforts to collect foodstuffs ¢
fur our friends in India.”
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 BRITISH NOT TAKING ANY ACTION
ON SJAHRIR'S OFFER OF RICE

' I'VEN though Dr. Sjahrir has placed at India’s disposal 500,000
tons of rice, nothing has so far been done by the British au-
thorities to see that the promised amount of rice is transported to |
India to alleviate the sufferings of millions who are facing starv-
ation. Instead of responding to that :
British are indirectly allowing Dutch propaganda regarding the |
‘inability to Java under the present conditions to provide relief to
other countries to stand in the way of'lpdia getting foud.

(FREE PgLS8 OF INDIA)
by Air Mail.

DATAVIA, April 24

There has been a distinct change
in British official attitude to
wards the Indonesians, Yesterday, »
flight of three Indonesian
landed near Batavia. 1t is the first
time that their planes  have heen
seen In any Allied controlled area.

Nearly four weeks ago, Allied H.Q
here ovderca all Indoitesian  planes
off the air,- saying that the planes
were the property of the United Na-
_\ jonk since they formerly bhelonged

o the defcated Japanese

The machires tere
4 monoplanes of  the

b,

Kahayishi

l type. Une of them suffered damage .

L tndereartiage  while landing

1 tone were huri. They brought

1oz due oo neral Sadipyoe of the Ten-

¥ . va Republic Indoncsia  (Republi-

L ean Arny) for eonferences widh the

| Alied HG on the evacuation of

Jupanese and internees from.  Bast

~ [and Central Java. It is now repori-
. r WAl nffirars fram {ha Allied HQ
‘will soon leave for. the interior in

the Indonesian Army HQ for con-
: cluding the conference.:

aircraft .

!a
magnanimous gesture. the

it

TERI1S OF FRIENDSHIP ~

Apart from the official attitude,
Biuiash ang Indlan troops areé va ..

spending their time in Indonesian
houses where they are now wel-
come. One sees them in local social
gatherings too, and il is not - wn
common to find Indonesian ladies
and gentlemen dining  with our
troops in their messes. Their sympa-
thies are now loudly expressed
‘They volunteer to do odd sérvices
to -the Indonesians. And the RAF

i .. '} do not lag behind their army ecom-
single-engin

rades in this respecs.

Much help hag been rendered to
‘the people by many Brilish and In-
dian soldiers but it would be un-
wise {o describe them us v a.
‘state of war exisis.

In the midst of such sympathy
for the Indonesians on the part of
«né British, it is difficult to under-
stand their attitudc towards Dr.
| Siabrir’s offer of rice 1o India.
They do not rely on Duich informa-
tion. yet would not take pains 10|
find out or ask Dr Sjahrir if it woula
be really possible. Should the Bri-
tish allow Dutch propaganda tha!
the country is on the eve of famine
and economic chaos to justify inter-
vention? }

A SUBTERFUGE . ..
In an editorinl entitled “Still ih-

explicable”, the “Independent”, the
Indonesian. English daily, says: 4 |

. £l§e- B-z;itish-here ha

|

‘friendliest terms with the local po-!
| pulation. They could be often seen

wanted
the offer—and it was
erystal clear in its wordlng—-‘the,y.
should have waited for Dr. Sjahrir’s
return to ask for the required elucl
dation. That, however, did not suit
some people at British Headquars.
ters: So they got hold of a minor In-,
donesian official, a barn nincompoop !
and a veritable nobody, and prevail
ed upon him to supply them with (}-{
statement from the Ministry  of}
Agriculture and Supply on the lines,
indicated by them. This wes a de-f,,
- plorable subterfuge to discredit Dri
Sjahrir’s credit’ and it was shocking
ly bad taste {o inveigle Indonesians.

fication of

=

,intéj having a nand 9n it. Here is
India
o revol : ,
vesin - offers rigd unddlicited. Yet thd
oifer, -which should bhave pleasend
‘Brifishers ;ang Indians alike, is tun-
acceptable to certain individuals sl
British Headquarters. When India
accepts the offer-—and she must,,

the afore-mentioned British indivis
duals and the Du.ch notwi hstand~
ing—the¢ - exchange' goods which Iy
donesia asks for will, as a matter of
course, have fo be delivered 1o the
Republican Government, theriby by
passing the
Dutch pretentténs to rule this coun=
try ang to speak for §t.”

© This is the way Indoncrind  feel
‘about thé offer dnd row ilixit ihey
have made all avrangomenis (v ful-
(il the effer, they are fnciously

clatls| -

starving arl an the brink ot |
utioh, dbylng! for rice. Indos |

Dutch blockade nnd;,i

|

dwaiing e Moves by the o dan |

people in respon ¢ o, thely vit r,

4




AFTER ALL BRITISH CONTACT |
" "SJAHRIR FOR RICE' |

(FREE PRES!}"” OF INDIA) . S
BATAVIA, Aprit 26, | e

It s reliably understood that Mr
MacFcaron, British  Consul=Generil
in Batavia, has addressed a letter
this morning to Dr. Sutan  Bjahrir TLI Sl
enquiring about Indonesiu’s offer of i 1
half a million {foils of rice to India.

Mr. Maclcaron hus it is  uhder-
stood, asked the Indonestan Premier
0 state categorically details regard-
ing the ofier—whether it would  be
delivered by public bodies or ‘thé
Republic itselfl and what goods 1n-
fonesia expects In return, He has
also expressed the wish for an early
tonference with Dr. Sjahrir to dis~
cuss the subject. ¢ !

Admiral Mountbattén has not yet : »
{iscussed the rice offer  with  Dr, | .

Sjahrir, though his visit to Indo-
wsia s expected to be mainly 1In
this connection.

MINISTERS GET BUSY

The Indoneslan Cabinet et this
ifternoon and discussed Mr, Mao-
Fearon's letter. As a result of the
discussions the Minlsters for Supply
and Agriculture have been asked to
prepare complete detalls w0 be dis e
cussed in conference  bhetween the
Pramier and tiie  British  Consul-
General. ‘

All over Juva Dr. Sjahrir's offer
bas Lecn cnthusiastically received.
Telegrams are pouring in into the
Premier’s residence affirming peo-
ple's preparedness to sapport the .
offer in every way. Rallway work- g
ers have promised volnntarily tof
give firgt priority for rice supphes = -
to India,

Reports have been ‘received from
various parts In the intorior stat-
ing that voluntary collections of ;
rice to be sent to India have !
alrcady begun,

Dr. Sjahrir, in view of this spon~
i taneous response, Is how  more -
;hopeful than ~ when he made the
joffer of fulfilling his. promise.

" v we—— - ] '
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RlSlNG HOPE FOR SETTLEMENT
IN lNDONESIA

Delegatlon Returns From Hague ey
- After Preliminary Talks -

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA )

»

1t appears that the Delegation’s
" work, in Holland -was more of a
' preliminary nature and it is learnt
i« that understanding was not reach~

‘nition of the Republic. Though
F certain grounds have been-cleared
© by the visit to the Hague, it is

start here with the retum of Dr.
Van Mook next week. .

g TO MEET THE PREMIER

The Delegation is. meeting
Butan Sjahrir, the Indonesian Primc'
Minister, fonhight.

Delegation members were

HE Indonesian Delegation which returned this eveaing from
Holland was received by a large gathering of Indonesians
including Ministers. The gloom which had enveloped high Indo-
( 'néstan citcles during the last few days vanished with the return

' of the Delegation and a more hopeful atmosphere was noticeable. |

£ ed on essential points like recog=
. ‘iber the debdie on the Ivdonesian

‘question in the Lower House of'the

ukely that fresh negotiations will’

;| debate.
not

-r—»»»‘-'%-—

"BATAVIA, April 39,

* Mission,

communicative about the
“We are

though one: member said,
not .unsatisfied.” :

Reuter reports trom ‘the *  Hague |
ihat it was being decided today whe- i

Duteh’ Parliametit—earliet teported
to be taking place this weéek—would
be held in secret session. .

The first part of the report by
Max van Poll, head of the ' Dutch

‘Pdrliamentary Delegatlon, to study

the Indoreslan = questiot, will be
published before ‘the ‘Pirliatheritary

The second part will = not
appear yntil later, -

: Sjahrlr’s Republic

.will be delivered at

- mier has_already asked.the -
{ to be ready with ships ‘o take ‘deli»

‘acquainted with  present

-to areas in Java

‘executed, the world would. be. con~
- vinced of the availabllity of -sur ma

s

b Jalmr 5 thsters g
Get Busy

Rice For “India Bemg
- Brought To Ports.

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA) ~ .
BATAVIA, Aprif 28,
e Mlnistors for. Agriculture, Sup-
lies, Trade, -and - - Commerce of
1fidonesian Rephiblic are now. prepavu-
ing scheines for the Immédiaté execy- |
tion of Prgmier Sjahrir's rice oﬂ“é:
to India.. It is-believed that the ricey
the Republic-<]
conitrolled ‘ports. of Probolinggo, Tegall
and Chereibon which are nearest’ to|
large rice producing areas. The Pre-|

very of half a million tons of rice.
" It return for. the rice, it is,antiéi<},
pated, that in addition to cloth; Indo={.
nesia will ask for a large numbez “of |
gunny bags to cagy the rice, machine
parts for rice ‘mills and- . transport,
equipment to mové the rice frow |
production centrés to the ports. “Thay
naw sets the stage for the British to |
strike ‘a deal wlth ‘the Indonesiaﬂ \
Republic.

~Indian oﬂ‘icial ‘here, who is weu
copditions
fn India, said that the deal would.be
of infinite benefit to the Britixh Govs
ernment too. -As per an understand~
ing between Dr. Sjahrir and Admiral §
Mountbatten, the- Indonesian (fovern=-}
ment have already dtrawn up plans |
for supplying rice from the -interior |
controlled by the
‘When both these offers arel

Allles,

rice for export in Java, and more t
all,” of the humanitarian cl«ai’m:tmL
and international outlbok al I‘“emieli

T b abonl D
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NEHRU TAKES
e UPS S
or. Suafimaws Gry

i

Ve
OF CE// e
(FREE PRESS 0¥ INDIA)
BATAVIA, May 6.

the I[ndonesian
Prime Minister, who has been
in bed with influenza for the
last few days, received a cable
from Pandit Jewaharlal Nehru
yesterday asking for details of
his rice offer + and it is
understood that he will soon
veply  to it through official
chaniels., ;.

_Reports of the people’s ap-
provhl of Dr. Sjahrir’s offer of
rice k0 India and their deter-
minpition to fulfil it continue to
ﬂm{‘/ from the interior. Pea-
sants’ League, the Economic -
Bonrd, and prominent people
are enthusiastic to implement

Indians. returning from the tn—
terior confirm the report “of
gbundance of TICE. K

The following is the text of
Pandit Nehrw's message: “I
Tearn through the press that

ou have been good gnougn to
offer to send half a million tons
of rice from Indonesia to India
to rclieved famine .conditions
here, provided the mnecessary
" shipping. is arranged for. I.
wnderstand also that you are in
‘ great need of textiles jrom In-

-

dia. We are grateful for your
offer. Half a million tons of
rice or other- foodgrain would
1 make a great difference to In-

dia in  the months  to
come. i Could you  kind-
ly - let us  have further

details of your offer so that we
can make arrangements in re~
¢ gard to {t: There is cloth scar=-
"eity here alsv, but I am sure
the. Government here will do

thé promise to India. Résident |

=

utmost to provide textiles .in -

tchange for . foodgrains. I
should e jgrateful for-an: eatly
reply’~Rewter, e

Tt L

| INDIANS HARASSED BY)

« THE DUTCH kg

o———

Govt. Must Depute A
Leader To Java -

-
w,

& 7> (FREE PRuSS OF INDIA)'

: BATAVIA, May 3.
Indonesia bleeds for freedom, and

4 yet offers rice to India; in returd, i

118 understood, a,Bombay firm "has’
1 undertaken to supply two million
1yards of cloth to the Dutch. i
‘ An Indian merchant, self-ap-,
‘pointed leader of the Indian comn-
. munity in Padang, cabled to the
if Congress President, through the
] Govérnment of the Netherland
Kast Indies, for protection agalnsi
‘1 Indonesian looting and kidnapp-
. ing. Why he did not appeal ;
through the British Consulate here,
who are doing their utmost to
render aid to Indian nationalg, re-
veals certain influences at work.
1 Though generally Indian eivilians
and soldicrs are most sympathetic
towards the Indoncsians, » certain
classes 'of Indian merchants are keen
on amassing wealth Without respect
for the State and its laws..No» Gov+'
ernment would tnlapafin ¥hig,
INDIANS' LOT
The position of Indians s rather
unfortunate here in that they are
arrested by both the Indonesfans
and the Dutch. and in mMmost cases,
the British Consulate has to obtain
thelr release. "f'wo brothers were re-|
cently arrested in Bandoeng, one by
the Dutch, and the other by the In-
donesians. 1Indians in Ratavia allege
fude treatment from Dutch: police!
and trovps, and one Indian was in-:
jterrogated Wy the Duigh about his:
connection with the $independence’
Leaguo,
: In the prevailing unrest in Sa<
matry, scvernl Indlans were kid-
napped by the Indonesians, and the
matler is engaging the - attention
of the British Consulate, * - .-
The ‘Indian community of Indonew
&la_needs dircction and leadershifs |
;and the 'sooner the Government of
‘Indla send a representative here, the-
Jbetter for. India, for this represen-!
:ta{’tlive could pack home ali undesl{-l"

v
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&
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DR. SJAHRIR —

(By Free Press of Indie Representa tive) 1

Thirty-seven-year-old  Sutan Sjah

rir, Doctor of Law, little more than §,
feet in height with almost boyish
features and a  pleasant smiling
tace, patiently enjoys it as two ‘Big
rouwers’ woo him alternately. The
British offer him  planes for his
tours, invite him _to high-level cock:
{ail parties and keep constant and
close liaison with him through theis,
“Political Intelligence” Staff of the
Far Fast Publicity Section of SEAC,
which is only the British Foreign
Office in military uniform. A num-
ber of British newspapers are alsq-
supplied to ‘nun,’ :

Undoubtedly, the British see “in
Sjshrir a powerful ally for the exe-
cution of their policies. But Sjahrir
is an ardent socialist and ecan cer-
tainly see the wood from the trees.
Tropical climates, like here, reveal.
quickly the ‘body-bdour’ of “ social-
ist-=cloaked imperialism. arels

The more astute ‘Big Power’ works
diligently behind the scenes and
nas its influence Selt and its wishes’
consulted. on every imporiant issuc:
Secret envelopes  pouring every
morning into the Premier's house in:
increasing numbers are perhaps -to
a certain extent indicative of
growing influence of ~ this ‘Powet”
-i'which is definitely = likely to last
much longer than -the British, - <

"I “They both do not recognise the
'Republic but yet treat Dr. Sjahrir,
} a5 -the head of the Indonesian Go-
{ verument. They respect . him and
generally have diplomatic relations -
with him and his Ministers. Natu-
rally, this perturbs the Dutch who
are still in a stupor about Asia and
»»vl"( = VWAL

. Sjahrir is a realist. He repeatedly.
appeals to his countrymen'io thin
.in terms of international events an
s consanced that his country’s fu-
7 ure will be influenced to a consi-
| lerable extent by . global polities

el

!
'

' tilé to think ‘of hirfi as a “moderate”

- gramme. by his Gdvérnment as soon’
_ar the state ot war disappears, His

1he;¢d

'} simply and moves... about
.} any" ostentation.: He talk§ and chats
|- froely . with everyane but withdraws
{ himself .into his shell whepever he

]

A LIFESKETCH

e .5 not unaware of the gres
He | } i greal part
that ;the United States is likelyp o
g}a;y in ihis regiott :of South

sia. '

f his country for foreign rcapital,
Investment and technjciany, It is fu

who would compromise the freedom:

of pis country, Affer all, ‘moderates’ -
and ‘extremlsts’ are terms used . by .

imperialists to suit fheir own ends.

‘Sjahrir is an invetérate enemy of
imperialism of ‘all ' types and has -
often asked Indonesiuts -to -arralgn ,
themselves -alangside’ . the “socialist
forces of the world and be prepared
Yor the finul struggle with world -
capitalism and imperialism. An ar-
‘dent worker in’ the Indonesian So-
clalist Party for.the last 15 years,
‘he hopes %o launch ‘a socialigt pre-

Vigorous. attacks on Indonegian {feu
dalisth are frequent and he is deter .
minedAtu put an end fo ii.

Second to none in his admiradsn
and apprectation for. the part play~ -

i by the you'h of; his. country ‘in
the present. Indonetian struggle. he
has repeatedly reminded - them that -
though they .should always forry the
vanguard in the freedom struggle,
yet they should. not assume the po-
wers of Jeadership. He has condemn- .
£d their excessey.angd, Is insistent on
their eradicating .all.«jraces of Jape
ar.ese militarism,  and Jnflusnes lett
in-them by inore than three years

of occupation. , - :

No flags, {ly on-hig car nor
bodyguargs struwabout close 1o ‘him,
Siahrir lives .in a .simple way, oh
-With a:guatd: at ihe entrance tp h

do -

house, which is more a meastuse of |

recaution .against .- Diitch terrqrists -
who have reéenﬂ{ made seversl] dt«
tempts on his. life... He Hrosses
without

»

.} wife who ‘is

| tra and after his early éducat!
Fast |

1 dohesian Labouy: .-Uniom. .

| gelv Schelling, Nietsghe.

Pp——— =1 &1 -
Dr. Sfalirir is 'Vm’aﬂiec’. and Hiis

.- Dutoh - with, her’ twa
children. are 'in7Holland -wheré ,they

'} were sent by the ‘Duteh audigpities

when he was,. déeporod - o
equivalent to Andamans for-I

‘terrorists.! He wa¥ - bo

tigul,
- Indign
m “in- Sy.dhe«

on; i
Medan and Bandoeng, heg went, .-t.

ot tiah. , ¢ | Holland to-study law. at Amsterdsm,
; 'éTgntngH Ke fully” fealises the recd
o. e

While there he took agtive paxf’ in
the' Students’ Socialist= . movements.
upto 1932. During that time; he,{ra-

velled widely ‘I - ‘western. - Butope,

ang’_;ipet Mahatmn , Gandhl - dnd
Sarojini: Naida: ih Tangom. /- <

" On mtummg'r‘iq;‘rﬁi-a,; 11."'-_-:}.. gs?:m‘
1 he was elected, President :

“hi TR

! . A yegr

Aater came-his first imprisonmeht
.when -he ‘was artested for ®itaiger-
aus” politickF . activities; . The rext:
year .brought hiin, a- more ' sévers
.sentence_ang he was intprngd . In
Upper: Digul in_ New?  CGhinsg. b

g'urlng the si% .yeurs of inténgmﬁu,
"he prepared himself fin lesiderdfip
by an intensive, study .ot Kant, He«

Bertnd

ussel and others.. T
S

. When Holland  wads invaded. ' h
the Germans, he Sought permlk.sgon
to educate the - Indonesian public

| épainst Fascism but permission: was

crefused. During the Japanese’ bdu=~
pation, he lived in Buatlavig refapt-
edly refusing-all invitations to. .« to=>
‘operate.” Instead, along with sefoct
Ipdenesian sfudents,  he-ran an'gnh-
Lderground movement betweéen’, 1643 -
1945, all of theni being coniifiped
of an Allied victory. In August 1945
he was elecled Chairman ol :-- tHe
Nationdl Committee,, the -prelifih-
ary parllament of - the new Re

lic. In November, he bccame - Jthe
Prime Mivister of the second -lpdo-
nesian Cablriet and ‘in‘;M:;rch‘}' 3
-year- of the: third .one.." E i

4 v LN e, I

Though his talk with * Mahdt‘ﬂ,’d
Gandhi- in London ‘was brief, (Bjah-
#ir has closely folowed the progriss
of the nationalist movement 'inf In-
“dia, Like Nehru, he envisagos grai*
ter co-opération dmongst the - free
peoples of India and . South Edat
‘Asia -and réalise§ ‘the.. groit patt

_desires.. He looks ordinary andis a
Man. 6f the people,  but whaf, en-

 dears one 8 him 15 his sinoerify and -
earnéstiess ‘for uplifting ‘the com-|

. )

mon- and- poor man,

“fréd Indanests wiliglay n sench of-
npaeation.: 0 o 0 e gt

)

1938, along with- e, . Uafin, Ne-wen
Firansferred 1o Bapda Neira, ‘whdte



. Bright Outlook In .

~ Indonesia

L

Sjahrir, Taking New Dutch
Proposals To Soekarno

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

' : BATAVIA,. May ‘10
. The political c¢entre of gravity in
Indonesta today shifts to Jogjacarta
whereto Dr. Sjahrir the Premiler, is
flying today on a British plane, with
the latest proposals from the Dutch
Government brought by Dr. Van*
Mpok. reinforced by the suggestions
and assurances of the British Govern
ment. These latfer, it is belie\g?d, are
't "'keéplng wifH ‘the' atest policy ot
the British Labour CGovernment in
| regatdto Egypt, India ari elge-
}where.f - Rl
It appears that a  delicate stdge
l has now been reached in the Dutch-
| Indonesian negotiations; eand the
present sudden departure of , Dr.
| Sjahrir to consult President Sopkarno
"and other ‘members of the Cabinet
suggests thatwe are on the ave of
;imp‘ortant developments. '
It would be of interest fot India
{0 learn that the British authorities

would not permit ‘e Free Press of

i India Correspondent {g

Dr. Sjahrir to Jogjacarta, though
'the Prewmier hijgeelf was willing to
i take him. ¥ Y i

biaions

accofhpany

JAVA’'S RICE OFFER ]
(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)
3 ° BATAVIA, May 11
Id something afoot, is some plan |
Bd“n'ah hatched, which wlll reduce to |
pought all the preparatiofis at the
last minute?” asks an independent |
editorial today gupder the heading
“Uncanny silence,’>?commenting on
ihe reply given by Dr. Sjahrir to
Pandit Nehru. The paper complains
with reference to all the pronoun-
cements made in India regarding
Java’s offer of ride, and the food
situation in“India that though, these
give no reason -for such a suspicion
it js essentidl>that the Indian Food
Mission snould arrive in Java as ¢ °®
early as possibie to allay such fears.
This is also necessary in view of
the fact that Indonesian enthusi-
asm may fade. _ .
An early broadcast from the Indé-

. nesian Guvernment will, it is hoped, |

clear the air.

No Qnafrél B;t;ee-n. Sjahi-ir

Ag«l Soekarno

(FREE PRESS OF INDIAy °

1 s R L BATAVIA, May 12,

#Dr. Sjahrir  the Indonesian Prew
micr met Dr.Soekarno at Jogjakar-
{5': today . bbfore the latter left for
Lheribon a mid-Java port. to pacity
phls fanaticak. followers, who are not
willing to evacuate Jdps- and interw
‘Haes, untll thelr $wn comrades who
have been captured ave returned,

~* The réport that a _showdown bet:1]

ween Dr. Sjohriy an@l Dr:- Soekarno
fs imminent is unfounded, thotigh

fheru are gome differences in  thelr |
2 ;

Heologles. - g
4.0, Boekarno -has a_large follow-
‘Ing among the masses®and his exit

A unlikely till the Republic s re.
pognised.” Dr.: ax?‘r&. m,,fm:’eﬁjr
popula¥ as  Netali Bose, '

Amperialists dub him .ag.a_Japanes¢

Arg. intriguing to put Him dowr |
¥ 4

retre
g.”“; frihimise his influence, .-

A

b

though-y

£F
. 4

]
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| JAVA, CONFLICT OF IMPERIALISMS |

_spot.
i

P

i

b BATAVIA, (By Alr)

- Judging from event, emotions and
. Fintrigues,

2 the problem here is no
longer “an internal affalr” between
the Indoneslans and the Dutch. . If
the situation is allowed to deteriorste,
one or two big
puwers, several smaller powers and
the peoples of subject nations in
If the UNO wants to live as

war, it has to interfere and right
now. Séptember may be too latle.

- Looking at the forces at work, there
is ho doubt that two Imperialisms arc
s0-
clalist Britain, still propped up by its
-dying Imperiatism, is making an all-
out effort to earn the goodwill of the
‘people of Asla and often reveals an
‘srixlety - to outshine Russia ag the
Thampion of liberty but unfortunate-
1y couples capitalist interests with
socialists aim. Perhfps this is the re-

“Asult f an evil legacy and her present

cconomic condition, The British au-
‘thoritles are for all purposes pro-in-
donestan except that they cannot re-
they
continue to wage a war against “ex-
tremists.”

At the same time, though they
bave utter contempt for the way
“zin which the Dutch handle their
- affawrs heve. they hand over ocen-

picd areas to the Dutch and have
‘commenced’ equipping them with

tanks large and small guns and
This is in keeping
" ‘with traditional policy. -

‘

‘§ Putch Hate British

+ The

Dutch in Indonesia are in-

" § tensely anti-British. A Dutch military
Y policeman was not wrong when he

expressed to an Indonesian friend
that their present slogan was: “Bri-
Alsh first, extremist next”. They have
teasons for it. They find the British

{the least like the Allied Headquarters
AWworking in laison with the Repub-
Jflican Army Headquarters, .

treating the Republic as a_‘“govern—

" and besides having orders exe-
Miteu by them, they invite Indone-
.sian ministers  to conferences and
Consultations. The Dutch do not in

»’More than anything else, tliey can-

tnot stand to see thé Republican Army

}

being equipped by ‘the Rritish

and
working under the latter’s

fupervi-

sion to evacuate the.Japs afd in..

| behind the bars

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA) .

ternees, thus giving opportunities to
the Indonesians to add move feathers
to their crowmn. :

Do not the British officeis and
troops fraternise with the Dutel
“dames” to their disadvantage?
Are not British ahd Indian troops
received with welcome in enlight-
ened Indonesian  homes, and ls
taere not asgrowing bond bet-
ween them?  Are not the British
hyeuplng insults after insults upon
the good Queen'’s Government and
Kmpire by allowing the “rebel”
alr force to land on the holy soil
of Batavia?

The Dutch Nazis

In spile of professions
ship and identity ' of outlook, the
Duteh and British ave as far apart
as the U.8.S.R. and the Anglo~-Ame-
ricans. The British way is democta-
tic, while the Dutch have imbued
much from their Nazi nelghbours.
Ou’ of a population of eight and. a
half millions, by officlal count. low-
Jand had 400,000 Nazis of her own
make. When  Anton ilussert, the
Fuehrer of Holland. (recently c¢xe-
cuted),; vislted Indonesia before the
war, local Dutchmen received him
with great ovation and also present-
ed him with funds. Some of them
remained loyal to him and co-operat-
cd with the Japanese here.

Ninety thousand Dutch Nazis are
in Holland, while
the rest are slill at large and not &
few of them are in Java in the em~
ploy of the Dutchh Government, both

of friend-

| as giviliaw officlals as well as soldlers.

These “herrenvolk” think that the
subject races have no right to? free-
dom angd the colonies are thelrs by
right. Indonesia is not without good
realistic  Dutchmen, but they ave
afraid to speak their mind in the face
of third degree pressure.

In this mood, dHet Daglabad”, .po-
pular amohgst all classes of Dutch
here, writes; “To arms, to defend once
again our freedom.” Dutch freedom
in' Indonesia! The Dutea Government
hereysupplies translations of this anti-~
British paper to British Headquarters,
offices . and messes and one can
jmagine tho British reaction! :

" Frequently, one hears of minor .

clashes between Indian and Dutch ».
troops. Natvrally the Dutch do ;1

e

not like ‘them, becanse they seem g

‘though Indonesians were prepared. tb

‘(tan that. In the absence of an

{make atiy headiway.

deéper acpecis of a problem which is by no means a mere tussle between the Indonesian |
‘ Repliblic and the Dutch Government anxious to establish its ascendancy are uncovered |
"here by the “Free Press of India” Correspondent in Batavia. Apart .fro,til a
| theré Is also coming to a head the unannounced quarrel between the British and the Dutch Im- |
-} perialisms in Indonesia, though the former ostensibly has been trying to pull the chestnuts for
|:the Dutch Here is an analysis of the various forces at work as it strikes an observer on the |

domestic struggle, |

t6 feel that if there had not been !
Indian troops 1o tvhose use Indla
ohjected strongly. the Allird con-
quest of Indonesia would have beén
complete and the Dutch would
have regained their colonies.
With nnmuffl~rd cuvrses, they often
say that India intervened at the
proper time! Reciptocally, Indian
troops here dislike the Dutch in-
tensely and do not desive to tight
to reimpose Dutch rule on  the |
Yudonesians whom they regard as
brothers.

Totgl War? : !

There is no doubt that the Dutch
are preparing for total war though
they may be contemplating it only as
a last resort. But the rush to gather
arms Is there, and therein lies the
greatest danger to peece. They have
obtained tanks, guns, rifles and am-
munition from the British, and re-
cently, quite a number of landing
crafts and automobifes from the U.§.
Army. Dutch parachutisis are in
training ,and there are rumours of
the existence - of a plan for the ‘¢~
vasion of Central Java both by -sé¢a
and from the air. In one of thelr
proadcasts to their troops, they have
outlined what should be thelr' be~
haviour soon after “subjugation”

The Netherlands Government is
anxious to postpone the issue till the
Dutch elections are over, and to gain
time to enable them to prepare for
war as well as to succeed in thelr
attempts to create a split among the
Indonesians. At present, they have
only about 20,000 troops, which - by |
th :mselves can never hope to eonguer
Java; and Indonesian intelligence 18,
sp well organised that any attempts |
to split their ranks is foiled easily and
nipped in the bud. ‘Why are e
Dutch proposing 10 call a round table
conference In- August?: Are nof ¢
last British expected to leave in Octar/
ber? : 1

s ok - Lt
The Sad Man - SER!
,Sir' Archibald Clark-Kerr's formuta’-
Itas not been aecepted hy the Hague. |

-

abide by it. Dr. Van Mook is a dig-
appointed man, and the pro salg he
is going to bring ba¢k with him B¢
not be cither the same as suggesterl ¥
by Sir A. Clark-Keir or any bei_!t;g', e
PYiehée like the Pritish representa-
tive's, the future negotiations will not i




| “The attack bn ‘Lord Louis Mount- |

batten and dubbing the Republic as
“Made in Japan”-hy the Dutch ' Par-
Hamentary Comymission indicate which
way the wind is.bloawing, How dif-
ferent are %hele coneiuslons | .fromg
these - of, their: British counterpart
after their visjt to .India! Ave not
the British exerting sufflcient pres-
sure? Yet, why does the Hague want
to continue the stalemate? Dr.
Sjahrir and his Government wish to
try every peaceful means to attain |
their end, but theré is no doubt that
his people are also preparing to face

the final curtain—-war,
Outside Aid g
Where do countries ltke AustraMa, |

India, Egypt and other Muslim coun-
tries stand with. respect to Indonesia?

{ They may appear to be paying lip

sirmpathy now; but it is doubtful .{f ,
they- would allow the Dutch to
slaughter millions of Indonesians,
which would be the only result if
there is war here, in view of the
superdiority of the Dutch in air and on
the sea, although on land the In~
gonesians will prove superior. '
" As a result; trouble would spread
to Malaya, as .already the Com-
munists in Malaya have much

_’ contact with Sumatra. Then

Burma would catch five and India
has been for some time a seething

! cauldron. There is no doubt that

if there is war in Java, an Intere
_national brigade including Indian
soldlers would be fighting on the
Indonesian side,

The solution of the problem is in
DBritain’s hands, and if she is not going
to he firm to the Dutch now,. she
will soon find herself at war with the
Dutch only to realise that those whorh
she fought to save herself from si-ve }
Have ristn up again in another par
of the world. Tadonesia is a challenge |
to Britain, and if she falls, it is for
the UNO to intervene to save thoz

‘world from another war.



. British Will Retain
. Hold In Java

'ONLY TROOPS WILL BE

WITHDRAWN

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

BATAVIA, May 13

! ‘The Free Press of Indida reliab

understands that though the Britig
| {roops in this country would with-
draw shortly, handing ,over Soura-
baya, Semarang and ullimately Ba-
tavia to the Dutch, British | contré
 pver the colonial policy of th

perhaps in a greater degree.

“ Australia seems to have had som,
influence in the British policy o
pughing Indonesia into thd  Pacifi
zone {o prevent effectively a fedet
ation of South East Asia,

When British authority ho:  bed
established in  Indonesia by tB
| sweat and blood of over four Indi
an divisions, and even today it 14
Yelng exercised with the help of It
dian troops, India has a legilima
right to demand a voice in fhe sh
ping of British policy in Indonesi'
but she mercly displays an anxi
to collect salvage = rap from Ge
t many and Japa’

India’s Food Secretary
In Batavia

4 ek PRESS OF INpLL

. i) BATAVIA, May }
Jm‘. K.L: Punjabl, Joint Secretar;

Food Deparim ni, Governmeni o

gapore yestérday, rovealed in an in
terviéw that discussions

ceeding with the Ihdonesitn au ho

ritles regarding Dr. Sjshrir's  offé:

i“ rice to India. Je appeared 1o b
gopemi of succeeding in his inis
on.

i
et

Dutch in Indonesia would remai:

{ India; who arrived bere from Sin

were prg

.

PUNJABI ARRIVES IN JAVA {5
{FREK PRISS OF INDIA)

. . BATAVIA, May 13, i

I connettion with the Indoneslan |

offer, of rice tg . India, Mr. K. L.
|

Punjant, doint
puartinent,
grrived here by noon by alr.
nediacely on
with

ctetary, Food De-
of India,
im-
arrtval heé conferred J

Government

the 3ritish Counsel-General

with whom he Is staymg.

B Mgy - i i i

-~ '

. Indonesian Rice |
|

2 nml'y'Fur indians

Not A Grain To Bé .
: - » 1
Diverted 1

(FREE PRESS OV INDIN) |

BATAVLA, May i7T.

Tast evenlug Mr Punjaly had a
two-hour talk with Dr. Sjuhrir, the
Indonesian Premler, and Dr. Dar-
mawan. Minister of Fleonomic Aflans
when further progress was made in
the negotlations for the bartir of
Indoneslan tice for India against
fadian cloth, Mr., Punjabi is meet
ing them again on Saturday to dis-
cuss further detalls, and theveafter
Mr, Punjab] will e able to flv back
to India with compl te plans and
esereement  for  ratification by the |

Government of Indla.

It appears that Dr. Rjanrir has
made it clear to Mr, Punjabl that
the Indonestan people wounld sup-
ply riee voluntarily teo feed famine
steicken  India  only, and that
diversion of cven a portion of it‘
to any other country wouid: be
viewed as a breach of faith.!
Indians alone must consume the
rico offered by Java, and this rice
must not go to any pool.

Lrom Indramayu In Centlral Java
comes a report that Dr. Soekarno,

.the Fresident, wha is on tour, ‘wap
#rgeted by  people in the paddy
_slagahe xaving that all,

iy ] be madd-to fulfll the.
promise of r'te to India. !

he. Republic hag received a meg-|
sage from ‘the Muslim League in|
;India thanking it for its offer of!

“frier, and afirming age-long friend-

ship between India and Indonesia,
Sevéral Dutchmeén met by the
Free Press of India representative
s expressed  humanftarian  sympathy
for India’s appeal for rice, and -de+)
 eire fulfitment of Dr, Sjahrir's offer.
Would India make a reciprocal ges—
{tuyre by sending & medlcal mission
| héte, as the Indoncsians need maay.

| doctors and a great deal of medied]
. supplies ¥ S Al ol
| ey it % i ( a

. »



JAVA RICE TALKS
" PROGRESSING

»$j£’\hn:ir Asks India To Get

‘ - " (FREE PRERS OF INDIA)
piin ¢ BATAVIA, May 19.
- Mr.-K. L. Punjabi had another in-
ervielv with the Indonesian Premler
Dr. Suitan Sjahvir yesterday evening.
the talks prog:ess, it is becoming
tlear that the offer of rice¢ to Indis
Will' soon be implememed,*though
the conditions for the eXecution of}
the offer are still  bel digcussed,
There are somge more defalls rezavd-
n ‘loading, sﬂpgmg etc., yet to be
ne into before Mr. Punjabl returns
lo India.
It is understood

that Dr. $jalirte
as asked Mr,

Punjabt to arranwe
for th» transport of the rice as soon
fns possible. Indonesia, the Prewisr,
‘18 reported to have said, will be
abhle to  bhegin shipments by Jjune
and complete the shipment of half
a million tons of rice in five months
at the rate of a lakh tons a month,

Indonesians expect that with the
formation—which they feel Is Im-
minent—of an interim natlonal Go=
vernment. in India would result in
speedy agreement about the Tndo-

nesian rice offe[, i

S

Iﬁdonesia’ To Pres,ent!'
-+ Counter-Proposals

[ AT .
LITTLE OPTIMISM ON
OUTCOME OF TALKS.

ey, ———

(FREE PRESS OF IND:AY s

BATAVIA, May 25.

The Indoncgian Calinet, nieeting
at Jogjacarta during the last thre.
days. have declded to present couli~
ter-proposals to Dr. Van Mook aftér
btaining clarification regarding cep-,
aln points: contained in the latest|
roposals brought by Dr. Van Mook
trom the Hague, - !
"} As the new proposals geem evén'
‘Weaker than -8ir Archibald Clark.
Kerr's, the outcome of the prescat
mnegotiations between the Indonesial
Republic and the Dutch authoritiep
{goes not appear bright, but the nego~
"lations are nog jikely. tv be -abandon-§
jeu unless . definite deadlock - j§
I‘?:".(‘,hed. o 4
'}, "The Indonesian Cabiret wre likely
10 view the Indonesian problem in
‘nn increasing degree jn  relation, {8
tinternational é‘ivents.l,; owing . t}hei

. 1o !
rightwing trends \in the political ae-.
gi_ggtx'gf,nollang. o 3

Ships !

. oy
‘Sheaves Of Paddy For
Igt'dbh’s Spokesman :
* | ' (FRE§ PRESS OF IXDIAY. ;

i | BATAVIA, May 20/

Ldst night at a pleasant functioh;
‘the Indpnesian Prime Minister, Iir |
Sjahtir on behaif of the Indonesian|
people and Government presemed‘
-to the Indian people and Government
as a token of the rice promised to

' Indla a gold-Hke harvest of sheavcx |

jof paddy . with rice in a red an
white basket. Mr. K. L. Punjabi,
. ! Joint. Becretary of the Food Depart -
ment. Gavernment of India, received
the present, mnd undertook to delivpr

it to the Viceroy as head of tha
i Indian Government. .
The siniple ceremony, at which!

the entire Indonesian ‘Cabinat wag; #
present. was held after an informal
dinner in honhour of the Indian visitor: -

at the Premler’s residcnce, i

s

[ vy, |
Rice Is Ready Says |
L] . -

* Sjahrir

(FREE PRESS OF INDiA)

i - BANGKOK, May 28
In thanking Pandit Nehru for his
1atest cable Dr. Sjahrir hus sent the
1 following reply: “We are-anxiously
awaiting the moment you will be‘
able to visit us. You and Mahatma
Giandhi are known and loved by our
people as the leaders of Asia. Your
‘struggle for freedom has always in.
‘spired our own. That is why we are
now happy to be in a pofition "tu
show our sympathy to- your people
by sending all the rice we can send
in ovder to prevent disaster over.}
 taking your country.
“We have made ull the necessary §
| arrangements with Mr. K. L. Pun.}
jabi, representative of the Indian}
Government and it is up to the In.
Fdla Governinent to decide now whe-{
1 ther vice shall be transported from
our harbour or: not. I ships ared

|
i
d
H
1

b

there the Joading can take place at]
any time, 1 am convinced that the
Coppor.unifty is not far away, when

1 ihis splendid constructive co-aperas
+ liion Letween our people to cultural
1 and political relations ag well. We,
lay pgreat hone by your future poli.
! tical status, because we are deeply
{ interested in your freedom and wel-

{ fare s you have in ours, Please
i convey eur - greetings ' and  best

and. dther
greot: Indian leaders.” S

3

: Lwishex 2o your people

2

.

we shall be in a position ty exteng’

1K
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. Afvaid Of Dutch | :
"« Extremists! NPTE. = o
4" (¢RER PRESS OF iNDIA) | e -
While the prestige of the British ‘ "

is generally gaining in Indonesia.
the actions of the Brifish military

[}

in the name of the Allied Headquar. ¥
sters are becoming inexplicable. Ap. ¥ .. e A
parenily under Dutch pressure, they'} - d PR T T R
prohibiied the Indonesian indepeno- > Dixtch Law 7 Resf‘drbﬂ'“
ence anniversary celebrations in 1 Bat P Ry
Batavia, but made the Indonesians : - In Datavia - = -}
understand that they were anxious « {FREE PRESS OF INDIR) ii
Yast - week the - British military:

to avoid incidents and that they X : !
feared ihe Dutch military extremists. headquarters  abolished the Indona .|
_This admitfed inability to control [ 8ian’ law in Batavia, and reimposed
the Dutch iroops is gradually be,[| Dutch Law under the excuse that it,
coming an excuse withy the British P necessar{-_in .ordex tq evaid-
military authoritiesy many of -whom juridical duplicity and = eonsequent]
have led their Indian divisions to}! inconvenlence cnused to both Mt~
gallant victories against the Japanese || 8ants and Courts of - Law by twol
in Burma. Or it might perhaps be a | different systems of; Law." . ... |
blunt military way of explaining Indonesian cirgles here feel thatf
political moves. thtsé Rritish  intervention . is p]angly
Throwing a cordon round Dr |{ gle{j:x?s' thek a“"f’e;hgf he  Unied §
Sutan Sjharir's residence, they used 1 :d ‘ tasks entrusted to them inf
tne _Indian _military . policemen |j ¢hIOTes T o%l:g' ttkae "hﬁmﬁ’;‘i&"’i}:’tﬂ'
to prevent the Indonesians from positions  between  wo Qp g-
sf:fn’e

o

—

’e;:;re;;x.ng the cor:a'pound for the »cere.‘.. : «ame?h sa as to.be able to
1t is reported in Indonesian aircles | O10%" DAY 0 ihat bty inf

that one Punjabi military policemany}! ' et
(- when' secosted by 4 lithe girl andl] eataols g’;:;eeeg‘”i,,;‘°;{§,?;‘,,§9:§§§ " *

asked, whether his-act in prevent.
. ing their celebrations was concomit. |, Bud ,the g’mﬂ“,’%ﬂ“@%
ant with the rice offer to India,| £,
and the friendsLip beiween the twc'| i i &
couniries and the fact India herself ¢
was fighting for her independence,
gaid in reply thdt it was his duty
| to carry .out orders; he then hung
his head in shame, and with reo |
morse_went and sat under the near. | ! AR
| est iree weeping bitterly. Erx A3 .

LT gt fo
.




' BRIGHT EAGERNESS' IN JAVA
. TO SEND RICE T0 INDIA

-

J
[

b

Kisans’ . $ympathy + Soekarno’s
.. Full Support To Sjahrir

' (FREL PRESS OF INDIA)

URING a three-day {our of the iﬁ%&:r"to’r of Java, the “Free Préss

of India” tepresentative noticed elaborate preparations and

all round enthusinem for fulfilling the promise of rice to India: &
young Indonesian engaged i the task of c'o!lecﬂhg rice diselosed
that he had alrcady stocked 15,000 tons of paddyd. ...... ... ....

The - Indondsian = Pregident, Dr.
SBockarno, said that even the poorest

“thani” (ki=an) in all Indonesia Wwag.

keen on fulfiling the promise  to
meet the famiue threat in India,
! Dy, Sockarno, grecting the Frew
| [ Press of India representative with
a pleasant “Jal Hind” declafed in
an exclusive interview: “The In-
dian people ave close ‘o my heart,
and so T am fufly  buacking
e, Sfahivirs  offer.  Apart from
| our enltural and  ravial  velation-
ship, we are judebted to India and
licr leaders for thehr leadership of
the freedomy strucele of the &qfxv
dect mations of  (he  world;  ind
from whow the Imdonesian .na-
tional  movement  has  huagely
drawn fnspiration,”
Que-tioned on recent ropmts of a
show—-down with v, Sjahvh, Dr.
Boekarno gdescribed the wviports as

anlschievous, adding, *‘Dr. Sjahriv
and I are one.”

KISANS' EAGEDP NESS
The  Preskient of . Indoneslan

“thanis®, pointing out the identity
of the cause of Indian and Indone-
elan kisans, cxpeessed a keen deslea
1o have a link with the Indlan
kisans.. He added, “It g, thervefore

natural for Indoriesia to be anxfous ]

to feced her
thren.”

The Indonestan Cablinet have con-
firmed the tentative agreement witil
Mr. K. L. Punjabl, Joiut Sccretary.
Food - Department, - Govermment  of
Indla. ;

A  high Ipdoncslan  anthority
pointed out 10 the ¥Free Press of

starving Indian br -

' ealst & o T IO axtoriag £
from an wmrecognised. Governmédt
since Britain in the carly twentles

ndia representative that there does
*;I.’mm ; pouing

The generally qulet interfor of
Inuonesia  appeared very im

‘and since the recent night sliootings|

in Batavia it has become more and
more cvident that wheré thére arcf
no foreign troops. there s peace
anc quiet, law and order.
.+ 'Fravelling hoth by train and road,
{the Fioe Press of Indla reprgsenta-
jtive saw on' oné . side ol.the .rout
paddy . being harvested by thousands:
| of Inodneslan. labourers,: ahid ﬁn.-:“qttei
[ other side paddy in e stage <l

i shooting upy-which ' would be read;,
'for harvest. within two months.  {

BATAVIA, May 23,

| had obtained wheat Irom the U, 8
R. = 4

essive,

i "
«
x .

But anothéer sight on the rond waa
of women dresssd In  gack-elotly
turning thelr batks in shame oz one
Russed by them. One could n’ot‘;'

WOMEN IN HACKCLOTH x

elp feeling that if only Indig would!
wend  cloth  to relieve 1he - cloth
famine in Indencsia, ltow. it
tclight the hearts of millions of
thelir brethrent i |
Indonesinn Musiims, who are anxlal
cus to perform their long overdur!
*haj” pilgrimagé, wre enquirving if
the rice shing could alvo tnke them
to India, where they would foln Tua|
dian pilerimy,  Porhaps the dify-,
culty about cusrency coulit by salveal ;.
bv thé munificence of the Nizoity
which would, morecover, he acconterd
R8 another magmanimobd reciprocal
gesture. on the part of India, )

wonld
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‘| doneglans and the Dutch. Why have
'3 the British allowed the Duteh o re-

- Iritish attitude

n Meéanwhile, Mr. K. L.

1 assure

' disHke of many

"POLITICS MAY

"(FREE PRESS
-

A.@ THE political

~The DBritish alone are in a posi-
tion to avert war and hring
aboul a settlement between the tn-

ject Sir Archibald Clark Kerr’s for-
tula; and is there any bther power
nﬂuenclnf the course of events

rom behind the scenes? i

While Great Britain's sincerity is
enerally accepted everywhere, i is
oddy undergoing a scvere test. If
_uring the next week there is no
vesh approach to the political pro-
slem war. may break out

. DUTCH ATTITUDFK,

'he Free Press of Inidia corres—
yondent understands that at this
ame conference Van Mook took up
ather a good deal of time in enter-
ng vehement protests against the
towards Dr. Sjah-
ir’s offer of rice to India. It is ex-
sected here that Lord Louis Mount-
ratten;  who is flying to London on
Thursday, will while on his  way,
Hscuss with Lord Wavell and Pan~
1it Nehru the Dutch aftitude re-
jarding the offer of Indonesian rice.

Punjabi,
the Government of India's repre~
sentative left this moraing by air,

IAY PREVENT JAVA
""RICE REACHING INDIA

situation deterforates, India’s  chances of
rice form Indonesia also become remote, :

for Delhi and on reachimg there
on Friday he will submit a com-!
plete report to the Government,
fncluding hls observations on the
political situation in so far as it
affects the procurement of rice, |
Since the Inionesian Republic has |
d Mt. Punjabi 700,000 tons mi

tavia have resblved to constitute a
syndicate with the necessary stcff

paddy, ‘he Indian merchants ot Ba~
to supertise and control the c¢xport,

}of rice and the import of Ind’ian}
good : i

5.
INDIA'S CHANCE }
Thus to the extreme disgust r and
forcigners, .India
in 8 manner hokis the-key to the

————d

OF INDIA)Y _ . . -
. BATAVIA, ‘May 28, [
obtaining |
w e
Indonesian situation. India ' should
insist that. Great Britain must make|
renewed efforts at a settiement bet-

| ween the Dutch and the Indome- |

sian 1f only will a view to save mil=|
lons of Indian lives by shipping|
rice. - '

" The firm attitude of India and

Britain will compel the Dutch to!

adopt a more realistic attitnde,|, -

if. thac is, other partles Interest-

ed in oil do not interfere and stop

the feverish excitement on  both |

sides as they so obviously pre:
.. pare for war, ;

It appears that the Dutch have
had their plans veady for some,
monthys now, even as the Intone-;
sian Republic is swinging over ta,
defence measures to meet the threal
of war, The Indonesian population.
in Batavia has been thinking. the
“Independent” has ceased publica-
tion; and the exodus of the key peér-
sonnel to the interior is proceeding:
Dr. Sjahrir, who flew this. morning
to Jojacarta, told the Free Press of
India correspondent that as soon as
he rveturns on Friday, he would pre-
sent to Van Mook thelr counter-

Jproposals; and then war ol peace

will depend entirely on the Dutch

response, St i
g »




FOUR SHIPS SENT TO ‘BRING
%> JAVA-RICE .., -

e piey

" Bajpai Warns Against Paper

‘Allocations =

»(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)
i BATAVIA, June 8.

HE Indonesian Government has been informed, according t¢
reporis current her_, of the departure from India of. four
ships to bring rice from Indonesia. . _ !
NEW DELHI: In an exclusive in-|Mr. Mbrrison's visit brought torth,
terview, Sir Girjashanker Bajpal|this concrete advantage that the U,
fedlt’ exhaustively with ouvr food | will now support our claims but paper
»tn‘ospects with reference to alloca—|allocations and the arrival of fore g{\
fons from the Combined Food Board. |food in India at a time we need it}
“All {8 by no means plain sailing. { most, are two different things,” he
ol itpil e - sald. . .4
“Jt sppears America’s main  diftk
culty i to get food moving. Farme }
have in the past found it move ad-
vantageous to fced corn to their
+ |cattle than sell it because price of
meat was higher. That plus the fact
that food remains an important poll-
Ly Jtical weapon and thc needs of the
fortner enemy countries continue ° to
get highest priority, makes the situa-
tlon not so rosy as far as we are coi-

e e

pey
->

c¢erned.” 4 »
i y ! Bir Girjashanker was hopetal |
that a réppesentative of the new !

i provisional Government, whoever?

3 he may be, would have immeasar—
ably more power and anthority to
' put India squarely on the interna~
tional map.

; f
} ~ IMMIGRATION BILL -

. +8peaking with reference sto the Tm-
migration Bill, he sald he was glad

A it had been approved by the Tmmi-
J i . |gration Committee and was confident
that it would receive an overwhelmy-
ing support of the Senate and sooh
hecame a law. This means that three

: i ) thousand Indians  will lmmed!ate%

}

become Amerfcan citizens providefl
they have hed five years regiden
ih that country plus hundred new
Indians each year. “Since I have
] ; been dut of the country four and &
Uk % half years, I cannot comment ‘on thi
i interhal political situation. Buy If
o Washington now: the hub of , alliegt’
world, bo.h officials and non-officials!
is following the negotiations with the)
. .}keenest sy‘%)mg . and their hope|
g i that they will tead "to, a provisional
3.+ {Indian’ Gévernmen¢ being established
d which in turn will help India to at-
. tairi final sovereignty b1 the shorfest
ik =T Pt posdible time.”  8ir Girjashanker
E T L At ety g i} Bajpal will be returning to Washing-
s S L O 'im. But it 1 net Mgt kpown for , How
: i o L Lot ; . i} _-_-._‘m - y

H
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v Ckfnese Killed iffv'é {
. "dndonesians |

TOUGH PROBLEM FOR !
REPUBLIC

(FREE PRES8 OF INDIA) PR |
BATAVIA, June 7.
" More facts are pouring in about
the massacre of hundreds of Chinese
by tne “Laskar Majat,” Indonesian
p:ople's ‘armny, ih - villages around
Tangerang, 25 miles west of Batuvia,
durmg the last days of May, &won
after the peaceful occupation of
Tangerang by Duteh troops by agree-
ment” with the Allled Headquarters
at Ettrl, :

While the causes of the mas-
sacre are not yet known, the
Chinese community is generally
surprised. at the sudden attack
by the hitherto friendly Indone-
sians. It is reported that there
were some Chinese troops in the
Dutch troops occupying Tange-
rang; stray armed Japanese were
also reported in that arvea, There
wns a gap of one day between
the evacuation of ‘'Tangerang by
the Indonesian  Army and the
taking over by the Dutch troops.
Tangerang is vich in poultry, rice

ind vegetables, and sends - largoe
suantitics of supplies to the city of
Batavia. This perhaps weighed hea- |
vily in influencing “the Allies to take
over the area. and will prove to be
a further step in.stabilising the curs
+weney of N.ILC.A, %

POLICE HELP ORDERED ’
The Trepublic has expressed s re-

* grets at né incidounts. and oraered.
police protection for the Chincese and
thewr propertv in the .interior. The !
Indonesian Cabinét has also promis-

¢ ed to make enquiries in the matter..

+ The British Headquarters has lodged,
a sfrong protest with Dr. Sjahrir,s
and the Chinese Consul-General has
eft by air for Nankiug to consult his
Government anout the «l ps to he
taken to protect the life and pro-
perty of the one million Chinese in
Java. . ) . )

There was never much love lost
between the Chincse and the in~
donesians, owing to the Chiness |
economic domjnation of the
country, their leadership in thin
country being somewhat shmilae.
to that in Malaya. s e
It is thus evident that survival and

| internatlonal recognition of the Ip<|
doneslan Republic would hereafter”

| depend to a large extent upon  what

{ steps the Indonesian leaders propegé

. taking to bring under control the

tlarge number of armed and unruly
elements anc bring about & unifiedd.

'*mmtury command. Also they havé
to close In their ranks and reduce the’

. number of parties to sone fighting
organisation to . achieve their -aim,

.{and not to bhlame the Dutch for their

s

own shortcomlngs.




{ Dutch Anxious | QE ;;f‘w
To Retain Troops |

In Indonesia

Of Settlement
(FREE YRESS OF INDIAY
[ BATAVIA, Oct. 19,

A high Indonecsian authority told
the Free Press of India on Thurs.
day thag Dutch anslety to  retain
Datelh troops n Republican terris )
tory would prove the main obsta- |
cla during the  Dutch.Indonesian |
negotiations, !

It is Loped that even the ques~
tlon of sovercignly could bes .ami-
cably settled: on the basis of rela.
tions wkich the Irish Free ~ Statg
has with . the British  Commotn-
wealth; this fdeca was sponsored by
British circles some months  back
and is still belicved to have their
backing. .
Politieal circles in Datawia gener
ally assume the recognition of the
republic In Java and Sumatra by the
Duteh, but the truce is  regarded
more as & necedsary slep 1o cleur
and .soften the atmospliere for negod
iations than as an armistice,

FIRST ROUND 10 THE BRITISH

All cfreles are of the opinion, how-
ever, that the British have scored
the fiist round hy establishing them-
gelyes as the final military author.
ity in Indonesia even after November
80th by which date, the last of tae
Dritish and Indian  treops are 1o
withdraw. Tt would be interesting
to wateh how the Britlsh who have
now established themselves millta-
rily, act in the political and econo-
mie sphere. 4

The release of political  prisoners
by the Dulch, including Dr. Ratua
lange of Crlebes, a (lought{' chati-
plon of freedom, now heki by the
Dutch, is likely to come up during
the discussion next week,

Another important problém to be
discussed in the early siage will be
the future position of the present
Allied bridgeheads which. are gradi-
ally being  transferred to Duteh
hands. ‘The possibility of these,

rticularly Batavia, and Medan, be.
coming . international seitlements 13
ruggested in certain eireles. Indla

also Inlerested in this since tie
bridgeheads were  secured ag e
sacrifice of Indidn blood and man-
L power.
* Of late there has becn increasing
- Ameriean inferest in_Indone i
2 3t 5 . ‘s that”
J U.S. State  Depsrtment  officials;
:mestly economic e.pertg, are shorte
bLly arrdving i Batavia. . ]
The Indonestan political soclety is
‘gradually being ~urged and though
} persus-ine o <} bring’ tried,’ &
j8hou v with . e.iremist leader,
-y the ooonty-four “year old. Dr. Soex

| tomo, is not unlikely, but the Re.

, public iz stronger now thani  ever

before as a . result of the recént:

Cabinet reorganisation, ~ 7 @ '
/. _The Republfcan: :Goverfiment i3, .
also attaching greater importance 4%
{the sending bf rice ‘for Indla, and it |

Aa expected that a  Minlster  with
Lebinet  rack  will' hold cenly this:
lportfotio, - The fotmer - Minister: “of

b Interior, - Dr..§ h
dbren Hpped_ Tor Jo

i 2t
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{ Main Obstacie In Way "
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7 Bringing Peace To \)
T, _Tangerang |

JAHRIR'S APPEAL TO |
INDONESIANS ~ *

(FREE PRPESS OF INDMA)
- BATAVIA, June 8.

The Indonesian Cabinet have had
so far no contact with the area of
the recent massacre of Chinese, west.
of Tangerang, but a local report
s'ated. that the TRI :had taken con.
trol of the area and informed the|

Indonesian Minister of Défence by

radio about its determination to-

restore law bnd order,
Mi. Mohamed Natlgir, the Minis.
ter of Information, accompanied by

Indonesian officials and leading Chi

nese citizens, has gone there to u¢n~
uire into the incidents, and pacify

the angry Muslim fanatics. Mr.

Natsir himself represents the Mus.

lim Party in the Indonesian Cabinet

and has considerable influence with

the religlous population of Banting

Jf distriet, well known for terrorist
activities and religious extremsm.
1t Is generally believed that the
situation is improving. but exagge-
rated reports will continue, .till the
return of the Natsir mission today.

APPEAL FQR PEACE
In an eloquenit broadcast on

Thursday aight, Dr. 8jahrir, the In- |
donesian Premler appealed to the
Indonesian people to do their best
to preserve peace, and to take par.
ticular care 3f foreign nationals.
When owing to event!s of a military

character, the situation Is confused
lie said, organs.of security. cannot

do their duty in the proper way, es.
poclally when they are compelled |
to leave their places. =k
“It seems such a course of events
has taken place in the surroundings
of Tangerang” he said, “Events

Tangerang have aroused feelings of
anger and hatred among the Chin-|

ese people towards our people. In|

spite of this, our feelings should

‘not cloud our reason and views,

! cause the bad happenings we are
now experiencing are only the re.|
sult of the political and militaryi}
‘congitxons prevailing in our coun~|’

——

e
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FﬂUTcn AND*CHINESE TROO
'STARTED ,THE FIRE'

-£- R s me o g .
LFP:,-—[o iu‘(F Ehrmjsio A __‘_;1 |
AJI‘AVIA. June 9. ' .

Morg detajls akout the gitnation fn -
the interfor ‘are fow avallable, It |
| is apparent from them that thé ple-
ture of the Tangerang massacre has
been greatly exaggexateq and the
jcauses of the ‘massacre’ become clem'«

2
“Atcofding to the Indonesian Health

tViue Ministbr Dr, Laimina, who has
Just returned from Tangerung and

ndonestan Rice. Mov&@‘a
To Ports By June 16

(FREK PRESS OF IND1A)
. BATAVIA, Jung:*.
Replying to a question from: the
Free Press of India Correspondent] .
regarding the statement of Mr. -

from the Indonesian territorv, as | Hutchings, Food Secretary to the

well as from other information gol- | Government of India, that 9,0n01

iected by himn from what he hag | tons of paddy were expected fn ) e

imself seen., there have been no | India from Ihdonesia during the | i

burnipng of ‘housts within an area of | next two, sveeks Dr. Herbert Vnﬁ. ey
Mook said “I am not ‘awhre e

a 'hundred gquare miles,

Dr. Lainina went thrmmh thé
Dutelt lines -heyond Tangerang after
the Dutcn occupled it and after res-
culng a Dutch family has returned
by the same way.

U appears that Dutch and Chineso

any. hagls..to say whether the slata‘
ment s {rue’ It is reliably Under-:
‘gtood that according fo tentative.
agreement . arrived at.  with M
Punjabi, the Indoncsian Government
Wil -cammence wmovement of rice
o Indoneslan ports by June 1G, In-7.

troops set tire to Indoncsian houses | fored sources. dlso | ndtleate that’, 2
fwo and a half miles in the no man's suffictent”  paddy s ay ailable at
land area and as a reprisal the engag- | ports..for shipment.

ed Indonesian popalation ‘while mi- | 3 " e ms ._,J
grating furthee into the interior set ./ - prak’ i T 3 1% 5
 fire to Chinese housts in tlu- lndo—-.1

mwl:m territory.

. The Indoneﬁlan poptlation of 'T‘an-w‘ Cm ,
gerang’ ‘have suspected that- several; . 3

Chinese  N.I,C.A. agents and also

alleged Dutch and Chinese . teoops | De,ay In Del"’ery
buvlc heen !broue;ht from, Batavia, Gf J R

and several Indonesian aggnts en-

gaged as agruts-provocaleurs  dise } \ ava lce
gulsent as military men. } e | \v\

POLITICAL: SUSP!CIONS
IN THE WAY .

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

SINGAPORE, July 11.

Though nearly three months have
passed, simnce Lr. Sjahrir’ made his
offer of Indonedian rice to India,

ALL Q('IF"I' ON lﬂ‘RO\"l’]FR { L

Though Dr. Yaimina says that the
victinig of murder are no mare than,
50, it is difffcult to form an esti-
mate untlit complete’ inguiries have .
been mad:. Everything is quiet on
the Indonesian frontler and no da~
mage has been donk tg the nearby:
Chinese villages of Baldaradja, Jresak; |

-

E4tornve and Mauk.: .

For the second time within ten
days Indian  troops clashed with |
Dutch  troops Inst night. Dnt(h and. -
Chinesc troops and the. Chincse d“i
vil police have been involved,
_[appears that .one Indian - soldier was
injured, one (‘llinese killeg and one
muunded s

"politicul suspicions- are still prévent.
g tulfitment of the offer,

Paddy is ready In Indonesian ports
‘and " ships from India with  “ex-
‘change” cargo, if not on their way
_already, ought to sail for Java im--F
‘medlately.

The Dutch have agreed under cerd
| tain conditionis to the export of rice
t from Indorfesia. Then wno are res-
jponsible for- holding it up? They are;.
the architects of a new econownie-
hegemony based on Singapore who
are encroaching: upon politics from
' the ‘food angle And yet the ‘Govern-
‘ment of India and the Indian people
gve been relying on the Bri
t for - active help
ng Ihdonesian rice .

otm
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'Anglo-Dutch Dealings’

~ Shrouded In Secrecy j

§ F'P',,.;r. )4__;7-_0‘ ‘.) 2

. SHIPMENT @F RICE
TO INDIA

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

BATAVIA, Jund 18.°
Secrecy envelops the recent An-
1 glo-Dutch - negotiations ;here to ship
¥ rice to India from Inéonesia, in
4 which connection Mr. Dening, for.
mer Political Adviser (o the SEAC
and now Envoy-designale to Tokvo
was here some days ago.

During the last week, members
] of the Indonesian Rice Transport
4 Committee have been to Wolingpo

and Bangoewangi, irom where thei
“June shipmenls of rice to India are.
to be made. A similar commiittee 1o«
}-where vice «in West Java will | ha
thipped tv India during Jul’y.

+5;The Indongsian . :_quthoritgsg_havgll

: India, who recently  carried on :the
négotiations with .Indonesian Gov--
- ernmerit on ‘behalf of the Indipg
Government regarding

[ i Y0t
-
L ’

b day left Batavia for Cheribon, from |

=

i yésterduy sent nearly 30 milllon Ja. g
panese guilders to -East Java «n.to f;,
cover the loading expenses.: T
Mr. K. L. Punjabi; Joint Secretary |
fosd Department, Government o p

the supply

 of” Indonesianf rice 16 Indig, is ex: |
pected’ to arrive hete today from
t§ing“apgre. ; P e s

7

| ®ppears,

- SHIPPED

o A i e el

First Consignment By

+ End Of Month

} (FREE PRESS OF INDIA)
BATAVIA, June 16.

Indian Liberty ships are lying in
Singapore awaiting. orders from the
‘Government of Indla to proceed to)
ndoneslan ports.
ceed to Bolinggn ana  Banjowanym
about the 26th of June to colfect thoe
first consignment: of rice for India,

One of them is carrying thousands
of gunny bags to pack over half a
million” tons of paddy ‘but since it
would take time to put the paddy
into the hags, Y
tndersiood to be iIntepding to load
the paddy in bhushel.

Bolingo  and Banjowangi lie in

They have to pro-j

the Indonesians arel’

1 JAVA mc?:smé}'

E3

£

Besuki, the rich rice howl, and the
promised first month's shipments of
paddy ave already ready there. It,
political
been surmounled and the next pro-
blem will -be of- loading quickly. 1t
rice Is to be collected without any |
hiteh, it Is essential than  Indian
troops should not be used in offen-
rlve operations, agsnt-  Bekassy res
cenyly, und,rp? ddglared by © the
Government* o

drawaF of Indian ' tfoops frowsposj-

g tons where contifets “with Indone<d

slans are likely to take place. ;
""\ = 5 e W f

B . o

difficulties have’

Tndkai“of the wma}-__._




Indonesian  Bitterness |
' {-Growing

. Gentleman’s Agreement |
' ~ Broken

(FREE PRKSS OF INDIA3)
! BATAVIA, June 20.
, There Is widesptead resentmeny in
Indonesian circles over the -prema-~
ture publication Ly ‘the Hague  of
their counter-proposals in violation
of the "gentlemam's agreement” bet-
ween Dr. Sjahrir and Dr, Van Mook
and this has caused a certain amount .
of surprise even in Netherlands East
Indies Government clrcles. !
As a result the political situation
‘is likely to deteriorate with Increas-
‘ing bitterness. i
. According to the Indonesian Minis-
try of Defence, Bekdssi was attdcked
and occupled by Indian troops with--
out an agreemsnt, though negotla-
tions to end .that are procéeding,
since the Indonesians are not will-
ing to lose the important ride arew.
Against the expressed wishes of
the Indiar people and the Indian
Govirnment, Indian troons are be-
ing used by the British headquart-
ers in ite offensive to capture Be-
kassl, and Indian troons suffered
heavy casualties, though the offi-
cilal communique sneaks of only six
dead.
'}  The Free Bress of India revpresen-
tative has noticed the keenl interest
amone the Indian troops here over
the rice offer to India, though local {*
.official  broadcaste for them have
often excluded such items of news |
from. India. |, 4
. Mr. Punjabl, Government of India’s
official negotiator for  Indonesian
ee arrived this morning from Sin-
gapore, ahd he 18 éxvected to meet
Pr. :Sjahrir this evening.

+.

" JAVA RiCE TALKS IN A
 DELICATE STAGE

(FREE-PRESS OF INDIA

. BATAVIA, June 22,

Mr. K. L. Punjabl, the Indlan
Government’s official répresentative
in- Inflonesid to conduct  the rice
Lriegotiations with the Indonestan Pe,
publie, ‘met Df, BjahMr, the Indone-.
sian Premier. on Thursday night
after his meeting with  Lt.-Ger, |
Mansergh., the ~ Allied Commander+4
in~Chief in this avea, f
The Free Press of Indlg untler
#lands that the talks have reachéd
a delicate stuge. For the offer tg
; materialise, the Indiar foverhment.
iahd people must take up. a 3
stand apd a firm atiitude. {
Mr. ‘Punjabl had another confer-:
ence- yesterday with the Allied C-in-
¢: and a Netherlands East Indiis
Govergment  representative, when
furthef progress was  made, it I8
learnt. V=% A
Although considerable tetivence is’
being observed by all  pacties . on
tactical grounds, indications are thiv
Indin's hopes of securing Indonéesian.
,rAg'a;“\ygu’ ho fulfilted. e '
THowevEr, It T WoullT  He WoRthnvhitia |
for Indtan leéaders to elleitr in the,
meantime from the Ametican Gdv=,
erpment  its views about the viey:
‘offer, since the dollar exchange | ls’
very much involved jh transactions
between the Ditch and the  United

States Governments, i ¥

gt
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On Dutch

. India’s needs are imperative and
hin the prevalling atmosphere. M.
Punjabi's. - role, has been delicale
and difficult. But it ig heartening to
learn that Mr. Punjabi is leaving
on Tuesday - for Indonesian worts to
study shipping and warehouse con-
.ditions.

POLITICAL SITUATION
Meanwhile, nne hopes that
political
rate.
At the time of sending this cable,
Dr. Sjahrir and Dr. Van Mook are
in conference and it is helieved
they are discussing the Indonesian
vepublics attitude to.the Dutch pro-
posals.

1t is likely that Dr. Van Mook
will, at the first available oppor-
funity try to find out from Dnr,
Sjahrir ¢ the demand for the re-
. cognition of the ‘de facto’ situation,
stated in the latest Indonesian
counter.vroposals. permit the Indo-
nesian Republic to recognise the

the

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

situation does not deterio-,

RICE. W%LL

e S S A

. REACH IHDIA SCON w

 Dr. Sjahrix Conferrmg With Van Mook

Proposals .
%
BATAVIA, June 23. 7

T can now be said with some confidence that Indonesian rice
will reach Indian ports soon, and the efferts of Mr. Punjabi,

the Indian Government Official whe hds been carrying on bilaté-
¢ ral discussions with Dr. Sjahrir on the one side and with the Al :

. lied C-in-C and the Netherlands East Indies Government on the
‘ other, have reached,a hopeful stage, -

‘de jure’ sovereignty of the Dutch,
both in Java and Swumnatra.

Clashes of a minor scale continue
and the Indonesian Ministry. of In-rs

‘formation reports attacks of
' ges

near Padang in Sumatra by
sixty lorries of Japs and Eurasiag
troops. '




NEHRU INVITES
DR. SJIAHRIR

(FREF PRESS OF INDIA)
~ BATAVIA, June 24.
Dr, Sjahrir has received an
invitation from Pandit Nehrn
to attend the phn-Asfan’ Con-
ference in Delhi in  Jannary
and it is understood he will
personally attend the Confer-

ence, if conditions  permit;
otherwise he will deputs o
delegate.

- US WITH FOOD

PUNJABT'S 1000-MILE
TOUR ENDS

(FAEE PRESS OF INDIA)

Es ‘BATAVIA, June 27.
Mr. K. 1. Punjabi, ‘he official

Indian feood negotiator in Indonesia,
returned to Batavia today after an
air and rall lour “covering over a
| thousand = miles, cables the Free
4 Press of lndia representative who
accompanied him .on. the tour,

The Indian food representative,
who was accorded a kind reception
everywhere, wag much’ impressed
by the abundance as well as the
non-gtop  cultivation of rvice, espu—
ctally in Besuki dis’rict, the richest
rice bow! in Java. T

Mr. - Punjabi ° ingpected the ports
of Probolinggo and Bandoewangi
where he held discussions with local
officials, regarding loading and un-
loading facilities, such as lighters,
cranes and labour., .He also met
local Indians who are to asslst in
vecelving 'and checking the cargo. -

'+ LARGE PADDY STOCKS

He was also shown round godowns
and rice-mills, where there were
targe slocks of paddy. It appears
nearly 200,000 tons of paddy are
ready ‘in East Java foir Iimmediate
export. Huge s'ocks of paddy could
be seen not only in fields but alsp
at various collecting centres néar
por(s, g e

Dr. Sjahrir tedk keen. persomal
interest, in the tour and acconfpaniedi
Mr. Punjabi throughout it. ;.

4

T INDONESIANS KEEN TO HELP

“Dytarving India, nd prevent therrav~

o

This morning, before returning
to Batavia, Mr. PPunjabi met- ut
Joglacar’a Dr. Roeekarno and Dr.!
Hatta, the Indonesian- President|
and Vice-Presidentt respectivaly,
who received thelr guest with.the
greatcst g vespect  and  expressed
thelr desfre for closer rvelutionship
witn JIndia, of which they said, the
rice offer was bhut the beginning.
It has been well explained to the

‘(ndonestans—whether i  was the
poor woinan harvester clad in sack-
clgthwor the westernised intellectual]
—that it was their duty to help feed

a of famine there.

“While to many m‘ﬂmaghmtive tor-
elgners the in‘eridr of Java is still
a closed museum containing Barpar-
ous pépple with a large number of
sextremists,” to use it seemed a
peaceful - fand of kind, hospi able
dignifizd, and firm  people, remind-;
ing us of the days of glory of e
civillzation that was theirs durlng
the.relgn of Majapahit and of Ma'a-|
ram Even no\v one could not faill|
to notice their united desire for
frcedom every time they raised the
cerv of “Mérdeka.” R

¥ ’
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. FOR SJAH

3

.

fthat they wrere the

fdermme the strergth of the Repub.

‘as a colussus striving over
. sf8n politics.
{ithe land, and a politician® of .no meen

ﬁ%‘ﬂke to dub RTM as a ou>q
pan Tollaboratst, The — Prosident |

MISGUIDED MEN RESPONSIBLE
RIR'S KIDNAPPING

~ ALLIES’ PROPAGANDA DID
ALL THE MISCHIEF

(FREE PRESH OF INDIA)

! . BATAVIA, July 3.

R SJAHRIR'S kidnapping has

revealed influences working  in
the body politic of Indonesia, Judg-
fng from the high Caldnet statns of
the prrsons kidnapped, it is appa-
rent that the group responsible for
the kidnapping was ovosed to  tho
policy ot the Indoncsian  Ca'inete
to the offer ot rice to Imdin, to the
evacuation of internees and to the
Republican Government’s  counfer-
proposals to Dr. Van Mook.

Therc i1s no doubt that this group
'did somewhat succeed in deluding a
section of the Army Into heliaving
real guardians
of Indonestan freedom, a belief which
was to a considerable extent heig-
tened by British and Dutch psycho--
logical propajzanda over the radlo.
“The present circumstances are &}
direct result of the Allied policy
of divide and rule. Even a¢ early as
November 1945, the British in Sou-
rabaya operated a pirate radio sta- }
tion, appealing to lts list.ners to
disavow Dr. Soekarno and rally
round an imaginary Sociaiist leader.

DUTCH MISCHIERY

Then agaln, even while carrying
on negotiations with Dr. Sjahrir, the
Duich were making attempts to un.

i

differences

Me. by »layving up the
Soe-

betwe.n Dr. Sjahrir and Dr.
karno. 4

Recent broadeas's from  Dutch-
.controlled Bandoeng are reported to
be stressing  on Indonesian. - listen-
orw that it was not in the ihmterests
‘of Indonesta to export rice to India.
‘Hande:ng was all the while posing
2% an Indopesian radlo station run

by Indonesians. :
« Hbwever, in spite of all this su\h
foekarno hen

tle propaganda, Dr,
come out of the ordesl successfuily.
Indone-
Ha, is still 2 powcer 4

o

of the Republic has on the othery
and, warned the people of -Adla’
against Imperialist - anxiety 1o’ dif, -
§r_edit popular leaders snd sabotaghk
i‘ He. strugple - for freed

:sublect natio”s of Asia
I\ ‘Dr. Bogkarno’

tnay night. * ‘appealing to "the nation:;:
y- help trace the Indoneslen .
Jmlet’s - whereabouts, revealed
“:ny. hig pratdrical ability, to ¢
{

not:
also his great pol

masses but.

I E

{eague, nor a narty” he said, :
| pounding to his p ople the idea of &

I nisations with @ifferent

ont. ‘of the i

s broadcast on Sature.|
-Pre=:{

.

|
|
|

. “This is a State, not a club, not a!
eX-

républic, and exvluining thai the ram
dlcal Leftist elements «n Indonesian
politics  were overstepping the
limits of agitation. i
Quoting Lenin, Dr. Sotkarnc cha..
racterised extreme radicalism as “a
disease, a degeneration and a dah-
ger,” and warned the people that
this cxtreme radicalism was »laving
nto the hands of Dutch agents.
Inform«d  Indonesian  c¢ircles
rnspect that Dr. Soecbardio, ex-
Foreign  Minister and onc.time
colleague of Dr. Hatta in Eu.
rope. who was belleved to have
purchased pardon from trial asx a
Japanrse ecollaborator from = the
Putch  in return for sabotazing
~the Republic from within, way
~ the brain behind the plan to kid-
nap Dr, Sjahrir and mislead cer.
tain sections of the Republic
Army, )
POWER NOT CENTRALISED
" The fact that the officers of the.
{ndonesian  Republican Armv who
tonk the Promler Into custody lee
Heved that thev were executing the
lawful orders of the Government in.
ditates that power has not vet bean
eentralired Ln the Republic, ana that{,
‘Dr. Sjahrir’s Government i3 not}
above reproach. Trouble had  heen
‘brewit,g for the last two months, and |
the Premier could have with courag#f
nioped it in the bud. T o
To a certain extent this alsn re<
veals the weakness In  TIndonesian
gociety. There are too many orga«j
ideologien
'and ideas of revolution, and oaly
«Dr. Soekarno;, the President, «can
"keep them  together. Anvone abs’.
temvoring to compel Dr. Soekarng
t6 retire from Indoneslan ' pollticd
wovld anlv be alding ln the wprocess;
of dlS{nxegrggiqt} o.f* ,}he Republie.

3
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| 'RELEASED .
\ Mystery Yet To Be = -

1 before the kidnapping

DR. SJAHRIR

o

" Resolved -
(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

- BATAVIA, July 1.
Dr. Sjalirir, the Intonesian Pres!
‘Wile¥, who was reported to  havé
been kidnapped last Thursday has .
“been recleased by his captors,

The Ministry of Information has’
‘ammounced that Dr. Sjahrir, Gen.
‘Sudibyo, Dr., Madame Maria Santoso,

Soerakarta. . g i
The newsl of -the release came:

| exactly three days after the myste-{
Yrious kidnapping. Gen. Subdivo, onej

L of th victims, had heen apprehensive.
since some
‘days previously one of his lleute-l
nhants was similarly kidnapped, 1
* Till the Kkidnappers ridentity: is;

revealed, at any rate, these questions

-~

e

.will stitl remain a  mystery: whe
k{dnapped the Premler and his Cabi-|
“het colleagues, and why; and what
exactly happened during: the thre2}

ldays they were kept in captivity ¥
The answers will come when Dv
_Bjahrir mecets his  other Cabinet

members. =NTs
Hard on this' news c¢ame i
frmation from the Indonesian Re«
ublican Government of' JogjakaPta !
| 'Who said that Dr. Sjahrit - “ig in]
goud health.” =R

Biick with Dr.' Sjahrir were the]

Internees, Major-General.
and member of the Netherlands)
 Delegation to the UNO, ' Mr. Soe-
“mitrio. who arrived from Holland
-#omé¢ months ‘apo.

The Netherlands Newd Agency
.reports’ that Dr. Sjahrir and party;
were freed by.a small force of TRI
' {inttotresian .R‘epub!io;wxrApgny»izm;-“ﬁ

Chaac. aenom: L

M' s

Minister for Soclal Affairs and . M¥E1-
| Darmawan, Minister for Public Weéle)
] tare, have been released this -mworn-
4 ing. They have been rcturned :to]

eon=q,

Indonesian Minister for Public Welr].
fate, 'Mr, Darmawan, the Director ‘of] . -
Evacuation of Prisoners-of-War and
:Soedibjo, -

ul

- |aliowed to come here

Thé Frep Bress of Indla addams,.
. An ‘unconfirmed report says
#ightirig has broken out in
ta between¥ the Indonésian  armed
forces, ‘and the rgents 8s a re=
sult of the kidnaPpin Sjah= |

{8jahrirs was kidnappéd

jahri by & certain
Army. officers who 4 Ay

orfief - time-
openly and had been takihgd a pro-.

‘Government moves to - re-establish
law and order, arising out of the

It is likely “the Insurgents would
be put down In a few days, but it
would largely depend on the atti=
tude of Dr.  Soekarno, who i# expec<
tea to broadcast latep, :

It appear. Dr. Sjahrir and party:.
were rounded uj. without shots be-!
Ing fired at midnight of last Thurs-},
day. Dr. Sjahrir was aware of the!
plans to kidnap for some time, and’
decided to run the gauntlet in ordae!
to achleve political unity. The situ-|
ation created by the dramatic - kid=
napping of the Indonesian Premier
have completely. confounded diploma-
tic circles here and a cautious ap-
proach is being made,
politics is heading to a crisls und
it 13 likely Dr. Sjahrir will resign
.after being rescued if he finds no

wilﬁ)e M?;h-as' i

* WHAT ABOUT RICE?

"~ India should take interest in the
gituation since rice is still to be ob
talned and a larger part of the Al
lied forces there is still Indian, thougi
0f late they are being gradus'lv re-

placed by Gurkhas. India: shouid
make it clear that Indian ' troops
‘should not be uged in the interior

under the pretext of maintenance ot

law and order. If possible Panaft
Nehru, recognisea .leader of the
masses of Asla and popular among

the Indoneslan peéple, shouli be

to negntiain
between the Dutch and the Indone-!
gians and restore peaceful condi-

tions. Otherwise the political situa«,

Dr. Sutan. Sjahrir is* helieved by
ublican  quarters here«to have

béen kidnapped by the  followers.of
TAK Malacea . former Communisy
leader, and Dr, = Seekarho,:

fIndonesian Foreign Ministér who
j4re ane&
far ccnspiring - s

miselves under : housé arregt

Sy, ot
5 & parpigyy

FIGHTING REPORTED 3

Soerakar«}

: i of Dr,
rif and party. It is be}v,ed that Dr. |’

. fAOr 4
past had been opnofing DF.fSjahriy )
minent part in the agitatidn against|

situation created by .the movefrent|
to depose rulers. | -1

Indonesian

Increased support, in which case the :
i Bt T ettt

Indonestan attitude
uncompromising. }

tion would move on with intermt'-{
'{tent and protracted deadlocks. S

former i -

»




Indian Troops -
Again:Used -

In: Indonesia

(FREE PRESS OF INDJA)
e BATAVIA, July 4
Stipported by Indian tanks and in<
dian artillery, Curkhas, thig morn=
ing extended the Allled perimeter to
South Bataviz agalnst  opposition,
There was no agreement hetweer
ndonesfuns and the British over
thig action.
It is undemstood that the British
y Cotfimander-in-Chicf’s note  t6  the
iIndonesian Defence Minister,
ing mit.‘ that this move was being
j laken since the Gurkha.troops wert
belhg constantly shelled and .snipe
|from the west side. of i.the  Rives
Bekassl, 'was delivered only las.

way lelpful to Dr. Sjahrir to resolv
the pdlitical situation in the intetior
But then the British have always told
Dr. Sjanhrir that militgry and politl-,
ical situatfons were itwo 19
«Water-tight compartments,
All Indoresians kidnapped by th
extremists: on- Thursday  night h
:210 ir;t;ﬂ?r ‘of Java have now bebn
‘eleased, it was qfficially: state
today .~~Reuter. . - 4 ) N ljere

poinit.

night. The British move is In ne|

differgn

|

#

~© JRICE DEFER A NATIONAL
' Tt '3 PLEDGE
g 4 Premier’s Assuranct
'tf?o © “tFREE PRESS OF INDIA)

R ) . BATAVIA, July 6.
iGag: Mﬁomibnm!ng

. fram Jogfacarta, . DF,
. Butan Sfatirir, the Premier of Indohe st
told the people to continué to do thelr

_ duty and remain undisturbed by rumours
' He compared the state of a ,Republic v
{ & rough sea and sald it was time to ca-

ofdindte all powers, “The. republic hd

already overcome : many dangers and

| hope it will overcome this danger alsa.

The Togfsrarta Radlo anpounced the
measures taren against right pérsons in.
! ; cludihg the Communist, Tanmalacea and
) ; ex-Forelgh Minister, Soebardjo, ‘the malf
conspirators against  the repubie, who|
dld mot hositate to attack Dr. Soekarno® |
residence and kidngp Dr. Sjahrir stmub
. ; tgneously. ) 2 e
: ‘To an earnest query from Mr. Pune |
3 &N' Dr. Sockarne has replied: “It has1

en and honour for me and ‘he = gof- |
| laagues of my Governmert to make your |
'acqualntance pnil have among s e~ .
presentatives of Indla in connection with
& humanltarlan nhilsslon. - 1 can reassure
}ygu that our ‘tlce offer to the Tndian
.hﬁﬁp‘c 1s sipported wholly hy the gn-
dbnesian people.  The vecent develop
ettt has mut ' *he teast aifected our
rélations with regard to the rice offer
in reality the Indonesian' people conside = |
{lHd offer #» u mational Yledge uncon. 3
nbotéd with intevnal: poltitien! ~cousiders- 4
tiens. May vou rest assured that th
tadonesian Governiaeat and people wit'}
‘endeavour to their utmost to redeem
lMeir pledge. For further discussions I}

this matter, kindly refer to our YPrime
Minlster, Dr. Sutan Sjahrir,® e R -
When asked, Premier Dr. Sutan

Flahrir gave the lle direct to the vicious
; propaganda that 13F. Hoekurno was un.,
-1y willing to give up dictatorial powers an
Dr, Sijahrir was no longer- the “le factg
Premler. o]

'ALLEGED DESTRUCTION
OF BANJOEWANGI

. I Chicf Rice Exporting
& Port To India

{FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

; ' BATAVIA, July 7,

; . . Indonesian reports from Banjoe.

H s F.Wangl. the principal port. for e¥.
e gporting rice to India say that the]
,bort; was attacked with mortars and]
‘shells from the sea by Dutch war.!

~#hips for half.an.hour on the morn

w‘u -of. July 4, killing one.civilian

FOne shell burst in the cenire of the

: town, but did not causé’ any damage,

“ . Indonesian_ authorities recently'al.

-  Tleged that the port..was machine.
T s gunned_ from ;I:gaairi uéhi{’:h ;vagy how.
Tl | ever prox "denied. botH by the

s #Dutch and the Allied headquarters.
©. v . pDuring Mr. Punjsbi’s toyr. the Free]
; i ffgu.:.l«mwl cotrespondent- noticed
: I He - effects. of machine.gunning on'

the roofs of buildings in Banjoswangi
N . An  Allied Bowever

G . spokesinan however?
, {suggested  that - it was the- effect, ‘of
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INDONESIAN RICE IS READY

pvn (FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

l"’P‘f.'Il'."’I?(“ ) k : ) BAT

ENTHUSIASM for Mr. Sjahrir’s offer of rice to India was so
the interior of Java and see for myself the situation,

for the Indonesian capital, Jogjakarta.

Travelling In the same compart- pointed greeh forage cap with red;
nrent were several ministers on their and white shoulder badges like ,,'
way fo attend a special cabinet meet- bov-scout, was our first glimpse of
Ing including  vivactous 70-year-old republican territory.  All the pas-
Hajl Agu Salim. Vice Minister for.sengers heaved u sigh of rellef to

Foreign ~ Affairs,  widely travelled be back in the country which they
snd  speaking  several  European could call their own. As we passed
hinguages. They  sav that

iy ; Hajl him by. the boy raised his right fist
Salim was a lcading political figure j and shouted: “Merdeka”, which wasi
in Mecca before the war, answered by all in the train., He was
~ Prior to departure from the Man- one of the soldlers of the ‘Laskar
garvai Statton, an young Indonesian Rajat’, the People’s Army.

girl approached me and pinning a NOSTALGIC SCENES
'htt.)e red and white flag on to my An endless  vista  of paddy-
shiry wished me godspeed. This un- fields caught my attention on

nerved me a little since I had often cither side of the rallway track.

gtear(l that the population in  the| On one side the golden crop was
mu‘rior. were still suspieious  of | being harvested by hundreds of
. forcigners., voung scantily—clad women while
{ DUTY BOUND on the other side the new crop

A small Dutch  detachment exa-| 8% PRUIRE Wiy Ko By rcad,\'“‘f‘::"

harvest in a few months,
and there, the paddy was being
threshed while in” wet fields, the
young cron was being transplant-
ed, It was so typleally an In-
dian scene that to my wmind it
appeared that the very sight it-
self would raise the hopes of our
starving populations.
HBurning precious teakwood in-
stead of coal that is locked up in
Sumatra owing to the Allied block-
ade, the engine whistled past more
Whiite e and ‘more paddy fields. Soon after
] troops examined our train and le m,lsk' hm,ﬂce s, ey TR
it pgss. With their pointed (rlﬂe; MEIAERE. Wax servm} voroh i re
land sten guns. the Gurkhas were all | g JOGJAKARTA
I preopared in case shots were fired Jogjakarta appears similar to a small
{ from the train. Indian town. it is the capital of an
A : y J ancient state of the same pame amd
: NO MAN'S LAND it has a very small Indian merchant
! Then we passed through a few population. President Soekarno lives
miles of “no man'$ land” but really in a big house entrance to which j3
| the Dbattleficld of frequent patrol hined on one side Ly four large stone- :
,clashes. It Is dreary and it appears Buddhas and on the other formingz
50 dral and dull that even nature an inner circle by four stone-
Lseems to have deserted this place of Bhimas with maces.
strife. Wild growth in its undisturb-| GIRDED LOINS
ed virginity lends a macabre blend' At Jogjakarta, one feels the pulse
to the. overgrown fields and streams of the nationalist movement. It s
revealing now and then the grave the headquarters of the republic and
of some hrave young Indonesian who it is also the headquarters of their
died to defend the republic. army, the TRI. One sees propaganda
PROUD EVEN IN DEATH posters urging the people to join in
Not. €ar from here is desolate Be- | the defence of the country and warn-
kassi, the vietim of allied retribu-|!'"8 about sples and black-marketeers
tion. Beneath th~ tuins of the vil-|as in most allied countries during
| lage, lie the burnt bones of many'me early days of the war. Besides,
young Indonesians of whom their ! De€re and there are large number of
nation is quite proud. As the pas- slogans in English evidently intended
sengers of the train looked at the for British troops whom the Indore-
burnt village, I poticed them lower-{™ans had cxpected to vecupy - the
ing thelr heads in grief for the dead whole, country. The army and thg
heroes their faces  instantaneously | (rAlnces march along the roads stng-
transtorming into a bitterness for the ing natlonal songs and frequently
fureigner as,they: .ground thelr teethy) MY trucks loaded with soldicrsd
At “|and rations fly pgst. Womed and Iit-
THEN GAME “MERPEKA"™ - |tle girls in uniform carrying rifles
A young boy with rifle in hand,|and pistols, who normally attend he--
grednad_é at the waist, c¢lothed th an|hind the frontline to the sick and’
imi ] mien uniform surmounted by a'wounded but often fight in the de-|
. il S i . ~E7

——— e —— ik M
] -t

-mined our baggage for hidden arms
but they did not pay much atten-
tion to me; evidently they could not
,distinguish me from others. But 1 was
'prepared for such a contingency and
had atmed myself with a “chit” from
Allied Headquarters saving that 1
was going to the interior on Jegiti-
mate duty

The train slowly
along scattered Dutch
levelled tommyguns
Klender the farthest
gsouth  of Batavia

‘.

l

\

sped its way
sentries  with
tilt it reached
allied position

e,

—

/}VIA,

writes .
So, one Monday evening accompanied.by an officer of the Ministry of Information. I found.
mysel{ berthed in a green goyernment saloon with large glass windows on the train bound

: sldent of the

Fovhen

By
(By Air Mail).
great - that I decided to go to }
the FPI Correspondent. |

-

fence of their ‘kampongs’ (villages),
could be seen walking with a brisk
air, - ', L
Their GHQ is u bustle of acti-
vity. Despatch riders, scouts and
intelligence officers walk in and
out every few minutes and the
quickness with which they plan
_a defensive campaign often sur—
prises even an experienced soldicy.
~ Young men have for the first time
taken up responsible commands and
posts and the discharge of their
duties has been beyond expectations.
Perhaps, in the future, with British

training. fndonesiani could be mould- i

ed into a fine army. But the greatest
difficulty” the British will encounter
would be in the eradication of Jap-
anese influence. It must be admitted
that Japanese tralning has taught

them accurate shooting, besides too |

much shouting.

From President
the smallegt Sthani’ (peasant), }
they all assured me that they
were keen on  sending the haif
million tons of vrice to India
President. Soekarno  said  thaty
the people of India were dear to! |
his - heart whereas  one ‘thnnl‘.’
who was actually harvesting the
rice for India when asked by me
the reasons for his  supporling
the rice offer sald ‘*sandara, sau—
dara,’ meaning brothers,

The latter was referring to the peo-
ple of India being his brothers. Tall
and lean with deep set eves the pre~
indonesian  pearants
organisation merclv echosd the ‘tha-

sockarno to

ni’ who was harvesting. i

PADDY PILES i

At other Dlaces, paddy was stock-
ed In large quantities and mills
working both day and night haye
not been able to husk the entire lot.
Stocks of rice formerlv held bv thg
Junanese were also in evidence. ‘
On the way to Borubuder, a stand~

ing monument of Buddhist influence

in Java, T noticed more and more
naddyv fields awalting harvest. Boru-
buder itself is not in good care and |
the whole structure is leaning and
sinking although the carving of the

story,of Buddha on every peice of |

stone forming the structure is still |
intact. Manv of the statues of
meditating world teacher are misg-
ing Hut the 1¢prous descendent of ‘a
long line of guides is still there to}
tell visitors of “the glory thot was
Ind,” He pointed out to a smell b;m;J
van tree planted by Tagofe M

vears ago and added that mumf‘
¥indu Indlans make a pilgrimage %0
the" place. It will ‘Fe ini-the fitness:
of things for India to send her own’
curators 10 preserve and renovate
these relics of Indlan. culture and
‘influence. ¢ ? e 5 T
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Delay In :T‘Deli‘v‘éfy-““i 2 ;

- Of Java Ric‘_e‘ :

e —

IN THE WAY
| _ (FRER PRESS OF INDIA)

| s _SINGAPORE, July 11

. Though nearly three months have
passed, since Dr. Sjahrir made his
| offer of Indonesian rice to India,
political ' suspicions are still prevent-
g tultilment of the offer,

Paddy is réady-in Indonesian ports

o L ey

~
Bt

change” cargo, if not on  their way
already, -ought to sail for Java im-
mediately. !

. The Dutch have agreed under cer-
tain conditions to the expoft of rice
from 1Indonesia. n who are res—
ponstble for “holding it up? They are

RS

| hegemony based on = Singapore who
] are encroaching upon politics from
the food angle And yet the Govern-
ment of Indla and the Indian people
have been  relying on the British

¥

POLITICAL SUSPICIONS }

. .b‘:‘lx‘«r e . i h s
-~ "A New Dutch Puppet '
‘and ships from India -with “pxs 1

the .architects of a new economic}
'E}degmes: heéadmen,

Government for active help lni‘
b L

.:o;btammg ,_Xndon’esia_n rjce

ol A e wn ol

oy

b IRy R

¥l

~
[
s

amqm PRESS OF. INDIA.): |
g RATAVIA (By Aflr Mail),
. While 'the‘iwoﬂd ovet; kings are
abdicating o' are ,dfp'osedf thelr.
powars are béing limited, a ne% king
has. arisen ¥ Bzyth gelebes undet
Dutch auspices,™f 1 T4 & ¥
- He 1§ thn. dutononibus \rufer of
Bone, cdiled -Andi ‘Panbehtpng Daef
Palawa, who .has ‘heeny: accredited’
under a Dutch Goyvernment decree.
e e il N inas
; ‘uler: nowle - Netherl :
sovereignty.. 7 i aed e
. The kwearing-in  ceremony was
‘perforimed by -the : Resident %f the:
elebes in the presence of seyeral

. -

i
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g JAVA RICE

i~}

! Shipmeitts ts To Beginl,v
This Week

(FREE PRESS OF INDLLY)

i SINGAPORE, July 28

1t is reliably understood that an
agreement b tween thes Indian Go-
vernment and the donesian Go-
vernmeny s helng /' concluded and
signed on  Mounday/ in Batavia over
the expart of 70,000 tonr of paddy
to India in oxdmngo for textiles
and other goods.
- In she middle of this week, a ship
“Empire Favour”  will load nine
‘thousandd tons of paddy at  port
A “Probilinggo”, . which  will be the
firet. consignmnent to fudia,

to the Indian  Government by the
British mili'ary authorities, greater
vigilance and - interest are necessary
on the par” of the latter in ovder
effectively to  prevent any military
1 action likely to ecause himdrances 1t
regular  shipmen.s of> paddy fr 'om |
Indonesian ports, Otherwire ag indi-
cated by present  evenls, it may
develop into an internaional *“in-

" AGREEMENT OVER '

Though assurances have been glven |

| cident.*
India should not forget that there
‘are s'ill powerful elements in South|

to the rice offer,

-

j Bast Asla which are totally opposed}

¥




SOCIALIST PARTY OF INDONESIX

lts Strength And Weakness

- (FREE PRESS OF INDIA) = :

t LAIMED to be the largest secular party in Indonesia, the

Sociali;t Party of Indonesia wields tremendous influ-

ence in the body politic of the nation. In its sway, it is sccond

only to the Islamic Party which has purely a religious basis.
For a number of years, even be-!of the Republic in order to achieve

| fore the war, confined to merely the
]mt Hlectual layers of soclety, since
the founding of the Republie, the 8.

| P.I. has emerged as a na'ion-wide or- | b

| ganisation. It was firmly re-estab-
| Uslied in October 1945 and its mem-
bershin comprises of workers. pea-
i sants .nd progressive eéduecated clas-
ses Like I India, the ‘thanl’® or

| 'kisan’ is the hackhone of the soecia. |

' list movement owing to the paor in-
dustrialisation of the country  and
the consequent absence of a large body
of organised industrial proletariat.
This also explains the lack of res-
vonse to the Communist influence in
! Indonesta.  Theg strugrle of
'wark rg here is more aga‘nst jmpe-
I rlalism and feudalista- than against
!hnmstrial capitalism,
Dr. Amir Sharifuddin, Defence Mi-
' nister. Is the President of the SPI,
and Dr.’ Sutan Sjahrir is also a mem-
her i the party. -
PART OF INTERNATIONAL
STRUGGLE
Accovding to Indonesian socialists
| the present revolution in Indone.
sta Is a national and social yevoluy
tlon—a revolution for national free.
dom based on  democratic  prinel-
iples and social justice and there is
en inter.relation hetween the na-
fional revolution of the cnfonial
+ and semb-colonial people and the
antl-imperialist - struggle of  the
|  workers and peasants of the world.
i| ' 1¢ iz alko an integral part of the
international class-struogle of the
proletariat. for establishment  off
«orlil.socialism,
~ In the strugele for the internationdl
fecomnition of Indcreslan indepen-
dence. the S.P.J. eollahorates with oft
Jlite témodratic orgapleations, both at
ﬁ;mme, and sbroad; Tis immediate ob«

fecttee i (o stapd for the ‘defence’

the |

-from colonialism and feudalism,

‘methods,

“omplete democracy and soecial jug- -
Uce by way of developing the liv-

Ing conditions of the people in the
olitlcal, economic and social ‘spheyes
Finally, they stand for the achieve-
ment of a Soclalist Stale tn Indone-
sa. .

SCCIALISM BY STAGES

Since the education of the peo-
ple in (he methoeds of and benefits
of democratic fnstitutions In  all
walks of Iife {s not yet complete,
the S.P.I is convinced that social.

ism cannot be achicved at once
in their country and so  aims
at graded steps, each step be.

Mg fally achieved before complete |

soclallvin conld be established,

In the politlieal sphere, they  are
for the immediate consolidation of
the people’s strength in 11 fields of
activity in otder to achieve an or-
gamsed people’s resistance to  any
attack on the :integrity or safety of
Republic. They are also endéa-
vouring to bring about an all.demo~
cratic  Governmental structure and
aystem,

FCONOMIC PROGRAMME !

In the economic sphere, their pro=.
gramine Inéludes: improvement  of
raoduction and distribution of cloth

* food In villages and citles; es~
tablishmeng of new factorfes for the
productton of tools and maclhiine tools .
stimulatfon of private enterprise and
handaicrafts; In order to raise  the
position of peasants, to 'ree the:n
o
assist them In improving gricultural
to fix reasonable -paddy

prices and to Improve livestock..

b Yn the soclal sphere, they desire to

combat unemployment with a1l means
at their disposal and to fix wages and

Lty! ‘esplonage

DR, AMIR SBUHARIFUDDIN
The President of the Social'st Party

labour conditions with a-view o sutt
the preseng conditions.

Internationally, 18P, s oppow-
ed to all forms of colonialism and
appresston nd stands shoulder to
shonlder with the workers in the
stroggle against bmperlatism and
eapitalism all ove* the world,

WEAK POINTS |

While {is objects and programme
are lautdable, t0 an independent.ol-
server, the following scem to hindes
the growih and influence of the
S.P.Y. There are tendencles smongst
the party to show that they are hege
inming to be inlolerant of oppositio
would like to extend’ the " influencs
oi thé party by undergrourd activi~
of non-party men; and
“Tigld adherence ta text-hook definta
tions. Perhaps, they are the. rasult
of the ynscttled conditions throngif
which the Republic iz passing o

perhaps not.. But there is no goubt’

that the future of Tndonesia . = rests
latgely upon:the right growily of tha

Indoncslan Soglalist Pariy, S’

NS ——
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FINAL TOUCH TO JAVA

“RICE OFFER

t

Staff To Complete The Deal

Arrive In Batavia

. (FREE PRESS OF INDIA)

A ;
"

SINGAPORE, Aug. 9.

DGOT!ATIONS for the purchase of rice from Indonesia and its *
transport to India are almost over and Mr. Punjabi,

Joint

Secrétary, Food Department of the Government of India, arrived '
. in Batavia yesterday to tie up the loose threads of the talks which:
he has had with Lord Killearn, the British Special Commnssioner in

" ndonesia.

‘Most of the staff to supervise the shipping of rice to India
and hand over goods in exchange to the Indonesian Repub-
- lic have arrived in Batavia. Mr. Punjabi will soon return to
India after achieving a unique diplomatic service,

The Indonesian Information

Department has = published to-
lay the correspondence that
Jassed between Mi. Punjabi
‘and the Prime Minister of the
Indonesian Republic, Mr. Sutan
Sjahrir.

The Correspondence

In a letter to the Indonesian Pre-
mier on July 27, Mr. Punjahi ex~
presses the India Governnent's sense
of eratitude for the offer of rice and
assures the Premier that India
would supply Indonesia with such
consumer goods asg are required by
that country to the maximum ex-
tent, He writes:

The Government of India accept
the offer to supply paddy on the
| terms and conditions as mentioned
| helow:s—

(A) Secven hundred thousand tons

of paddy will be supplied,

{B) The price of paddy will be

; Rs. 10-13-4 per ome hundred

kiiogrammes.

(C) Paddy will be dclivered at

ports in bags which will be

supplied free for this pwr-
pose by the Gouvernnient oI
India.

(D) The paddy tp be supplicd

K £ e

&

"t
=
P

will be of fair average iyqua—’j

lity, clean and full grain, and }
without stem. Dust niixturss
will be kept at a minimum
and, in any case, will not ex-
ceed 5 per cent. In case the ¢
quality of paddy offered is
below the specification men-
tioned above, the shipping
officer of the Government of
India will have the option
either to reject the supply
or to purchase it at such
lower price as may be mu-

tuilly agreed between  the
vepresentatives of the Ve
cernment of India  and the

Indonesian . Republie,
DR. SJAHRIR'S REPLY
In his reply to Mr. Punjabi Dr,
Sjahrir says: “1 have great pleasure
in acknowledging receipt of our
letter of the same date. It has been
my earnest desirve to relieve the eri=
tical food situation in India by the
supply of paddy from Indonesia. |
am very glad tu note that the Gov-
ernment of Indla desire to assist the
Indounesian Republic to relieve the
shortage of consumei' goods and that
they will supply such goods as are
required by us to the ma\nmum ex—4
tent possible.
DUTCH TRUCULENCE ]
Immediately after the publication
of the correspondence came a Come
munigue from the Dutch Gover
ment saying that “this pub!catio
is premature as the agreement ha9~

W&Pualam
Gove '‘nment for as-

. sent, according to thé agreed procew
‘dure. 'The proposed tra: saction has'

‘at the sume time Leen submitted tg

the C.- -C. of the N.E.1. whose reg~ |

ponsibility is also invoived. .Dig« !

" cussions with  Mr. Punjabi are In

progress.- In the ‘meantime = thé

"Empire Favour” with her Irad  of

Jute sacks has been allowed to pro—

ceed to Indonesian ports.”

INDIA’S PRESTIGE G

Ounly those in touch with Fore

elgn Governments can realise how.

. amvch India‘s presugo has gone up ;

rgathe way in- which Idonesia’s | }

offer has beer tackled, Only

four months ago, mcst tm-elgut

. Governments thought the rice offer |

was impracticable and slimy. with’

unsurmountable difficulties, !
In an exclusive interview to

py-

fie 25t g ghon und that a_ship hds
: . ¥

[t0 load 10,000 tons of
-0u ‘the

"Jl onﬂ%ﬁ:ﬂéovemmem

é‘ecélve

- aselsting the other

TPt

elared that he was satisfied wi
unload’ng of ﬁ‘lv :Zhh:tﬁﬁ: 5
8" oW reaéhe
#8d: Probolinggo. wWhere lafter 5 Oig
charging the gunnleg it is «expeoted

paddy rm‘

Food' Oficat,|
rd the "Empiere Favouxﬂ
paddy and %
(Indonesian Repubucan ,Armj} qrex
‘labour on  ‘the '

gunny b

" 9|
,Free. Press of India, M Punjabi d }
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moongsis, GreAT|  New Dutch Envoy

F&. L, Punjabl, the Government of

" FRIEND IN NEED
jPumjdbi"—’“t;,_i‘ces India’s
Gratitude

(FREE. PRESS OF INDIA)
: BATAVIA; Aug, 15.
In a sta’ement to the Press, Mr.

India official negotiator for Indone~
‘sian rice, says: “An agreement for|
the supply of 700,000 tons of paddy
' has been concluded belween the
Indonesian Republc and the Gov-
ernment of India and paddy is now
‘being loaded in the “Empire Favour”
'at Probolinggo, and o'her sldps will
follow in quick succession.

" #phe goolwill and .ympathy shown
by the Indoneslan Republic have
‘placed India undér a deep debt of
gratitude which we can never repay
in- full. However, India is also de-
‘termined to supply consumer gcods
to the maximum extent possible, and
thus asstst Indonesiid to relleve her
shortage of consumer goods.

P

“The Government of Indla have

seh apart 20,000,000 yards of tex'iles!

for supply to Indonesia, and a first
ccnsignment o1 5,000,000 yards has
been packed ready in por!s, awai'ing
despatch. It is hoped that it will be
shipped very early, Orders for the
supply of agricul'ttzal  implements,
cooking utensils, and other consumer
goods are being placed.
BOND REVIVED

“Tha ancient bond between Indla
and Tndonesia hag been revived in
the hour of India's dire need, and it
is Hoped that it will become a closer
and warmer recognition of the com=
mon hecttage of cul’ure and thé com-
mon ficed of peace and progress.

“] am very happy that the Nether-
lands East Indies Goverhment{ have

| signified their assent to the arrange-

ments made for the export of paddy,
to India, ¥ have every hope that
unstinted coopera’ion which India
expects from every friend in her
need will be extended by the Nether-
lands East Indies. Government and
that the arrangements made for the
export of paddy will have smooth
passage.” : b et
« Mr. Punjfabi I8 leaving on Thursday.
“for probolingkd to make final inspec-

}

tion of the loading of paddy re
returning fo India, ] gs

4
-

~ 'FINAL ATTEMPT T0!

1w
‘Dlﬁfﬂh énvoy - with full - powers=other
 than M. Schmerhorni—and. -
Tacceptable to the Indonesian

t on the part of the Dutch to resolve/ |

-Asia will play & leading part in the

boon recelve fnvitations, 1t is leafnt

tbe spgt'. e

i 'To Java £l I"q

o e gt

SOLVE DEADLOCK

(FKEE PRESS OF INDIA)

: _ SINGAPORE, Awg. 12,
i3 rellably . understood .tuat u

reatly
ecaders
-iy arrivihg from the Hague shorf{ly
to en‘er in o negotiations 'with th
Indonesfan republic In a final attemipt

the Indonesian deadlock.
Confirmation is .acking from. the
local guthori'htive Dutch efreles. But
it is learnt 'that British hlessingsite
the move have already been given,
and it Is likely that Lord Killeatn,
Special Commissioner in South-East

-nfrgotla‘.lpns.
. Singapore fhay be the venue for
the negotiations, and it appears that]

Dy. Sjahrir and Dr. Soekarno will}

that the Dutch Envoy will.be arced;
with powers to make decisions on’

g A g S
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RICE AGREEMENT WITH INDIA

of Freednm

A LANDMARK, SAYS SOEKARNOi |

)y

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)’

JOGJAKARTA, Aug. 18.

LARGL gathering of proud people, rededicating themselves to
the cause of freedom and the defence of their Republic

marked the first anniversary ce

public on August 17.

Young and old, men and women,’
Joined in the . celebrations, which
weére permeated by the same spirit
hat one unmistakably notices all
hv‘m the Eas; from Cairo to Manila,

A FLAME LIT

« Here a flame has been lit in the
‘warts of a great people, and Jogja-
karta. will for centuries tu come re-
main us a strong centre of national-

i in the Fast. Perhaps 4 torch

om here will be - earried to Delhi
for a pan-Aslatic Congress, to which
jall the common  peopte of  South-
Fast Asip are loaking forveard, for
fgiriking the final desfth-knell of
Imrerfalism and Colonlaliam.

Tha day commenced with a mili-
tary parade and display by all units

{uf the - Republle armed forces, the
Indonestan ¢ Minlster of  Defence,
mir Sharifliddin, 100% the salute

t the march past. The parade con-

cluded with a mock fight.
. Later in thc morning, ai a recep-
tion held at his residence, President
.of the Republie, Dr. 1. R. Soekarno;
‘read the . nroclamation of indeper-
' dencr. made @ year ago, and ad-
[Aessed his neoule for over an hour,
Lduring which, he surveved the proe.
ieress made by the Republic durlnq
the las; vear.

UNITY WITH INDIA

" “The mont satisfactory aspece of !
our foreign policy,” the Presidem

i Qeclared, “is the agrcement
rived at between ourselves unﬂ,
, the Government of India. We

thercby won the friendship and
awakened the fraternal feelings of
Indians, and forged links f undel‘-

are-.

stnnding, which will stand us in |

.‘good stead when JIndia takes her

rightfal place as one of the h.lg

hations - of the world.

"We huve. also thereby nbtalned
rgondusivve proof ‘that .a large na-

! tipn. resa?’uu, us a8’ px\ ing an esty -

?cbrut_igms.of the Indonesian Re-

blished place in the world, that it
places truge In us, and treats us ds a |
mature people.”

Immediately after the speech,'i
the same flag  which a year ago
proclaimed the Republic to the

peop!e was unfarled.

Greetings have been received from
many foreign countries, Including
india. iy

 PUNJABI'S ABSENCE . |

The Indian Government's Food En~?
voy, Mr. K. L. Punjabi, who is m;
own, was conspicunusly abseit, . n‘;
parently because he -happens 'to be
the representative of a (‘melgn Gov-
ernment in India, DBut even the

resent Government In India should
Enow how to reciprocate and honour
those who came to thelr rescue in
India’s hour of need,

Apparently, Bureaucracy in India
has not yel grown out of it shell
of false value, and Mr. ‘Punjabi’s
nesence Ay the meeting would not
have implied any recognition of the
Repuhlic. |

High Indonesian elrclﬂ are bit-
ter abouy this, thourh they know

that an Indian people’s renvesems .

tative wonld not be allowed  tog

come here, One hopeas that the In.
donecsian masses would nog ronfase
the renresentatives of a  foréign

Governiment in Tndin ns represens

tative of the Indian peoplc-. ;

n——
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 DELHI MUST swu., £
/maaaxs TO JAVA ..

DELAY IN LOADING RICE
FOR INDIA = .

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA)
. BATAVIA, Aug. 22.
OUGH loading of naddy for India is proceeding satisfactorl- |
ly, it is not as quickly as one would have expected. lmlono-!
sians are short of road transport; the existing few: trucks, run | '
with worn-out tyres on extremely bad roads, and the Indonulun‘

raijways running on wood arec unequzl to the task of transgg~ ll

ing thousands of tons of paddy. j— — -

Supply of trucks by the Govern-—
ment of India for transporting paddy
‘to ports was stipulated in the agree-~
ment betwcen the Government of
India and thie Indonesian Governs
ment; but all goods to be supplled
to Iddonesia require the prior ap-~

oval of the Allled Conmmender

ctherlands East Indles. Indone-
sfans are surprised that Geneal y .
Mansergh, Allicd Commander, who ‘ ] 3

is from the Indian Army and who ]
ie fully aware of the gravity of - the 310
food situation in India, . should li¢ | ¥
hesltntmg to give approval to the !
supp! of trurks Iy India, while'
the Foreign Liguldalion Commissich
of the Unlted Statvy 'Government wa’
making large sales  which include
trucks, to the Netherlunds Fast Ins ) !
dies authorities under the “Principal
Relief and Rehabilitution Materiajs™
scheme, ‘

. Supply of trucks by (he Govern=-
ment of India i3 absolutely essen-
tial if paddy is to reach India in
time, to avert famine and surely
there conld bea ne objection to
India loaning or bartering to In-
donesin what the United States
Government ‘dre  selling to _ the i ,
Netherlands East Indies anlhori-'_ ‘ v
ties, 3

. +Indonesians arc anxiously awaiting

the drrival of textilps from  India

and are anticipating to  wear new

{ elothes from India -on Rawmzan day.

It is belteved ships have heen -as- .
sighed for textiles, lut they have . :
still to be loaded in Bombay It is

4 hoped textiles would artive .soon,

{ and meanwhilé lest the Indonesian

. {mople should feel suspicious: over| . : 1
i

he delay in the afrival of textiles,’
Pandit'Nehru should send a message
to the Indonesian people assuring

them that textiles ‘vould arrive &t Tan
the -earllest time possible. . e

* One more ship has left for Cheri- ¥
bon this morning to load more paddy ,
anc another is shortl Ieavlng for

b Banjoewangi. : il

Mr. K. L. Punjabi, Food Secre~
tary to the Govermment of Indim, ‘ft{ |
/18" learnt, 18° returning to elhi '
’dm lng the next few days. FiPd <3 ¥




"OIT IS INDIA’S
' - BUSINESS

Trucks For Rice
Transport

(FREH PRIS8 OF INDIA)

SINGAPORE. Aug. 20.
1t Is rellably understood that the
uestion of supplying trucks to the)
ndoneslan authorvitles to transporg
more paddy from the interlor to the
ports, Is npw engaging the attention
o0f .the British Foreign Office. Authen-
{ tle reports from the interlor of Java
"ihdicate that large stocks of paddy,
purchaséd by the Indonesian Gov-
ernments are lying in the open and
are lkely to be damaged by rains,
which rhight break out within a fciv!
weeks over Java.

The supply of trucks to the Indo.
nesian Government, 1t & thought
here. {8 not 8o much a concern of
the RBritish For<ign Office; it is A mag-
1jer for the Indlan National Governe
1anent to speed up the supnly of trucksy
in order to preveit a breakdown of
the shipping of paddy from Indoncw
sla, 3 el

i




ly linked up with the fortunes of

have long drawn inspiration.

Y It was signlficant thevefove
President Sockarno . ordered  that
4 e Indlan national flag should he
flown alongside (helr own national |
flag on August 17; and éxplalning
the significance of Jai Hina o~
horted his people to follow the lead
of India and Pandit Nehru., Viee-
President Hatta followed suit In his
radio address to the people and {at
the official reception Mrs. Soekar
greeted the Free Press of India
correspondent with a  pleasant ‘Jat
Hind'. l
. The Indonesian peouple do not ex.
peet nor are their leaders unpolitic
‘enough to think that tle moment
India Is free, she would unhesitat-
ingly recognise the Republic of In-
donesta. Bug they have pinned their
great faithy in a free India quided |
1 by Pandit Nehru and desire (o co.
| operate fully and equally in the
vealisation of the common dream of
a unfon of free nations in South-
Egst Asia, _

More than ever, Indonesian
leaders now realise  that  the
success of their struggle de,
pends to a larg: extent on their
own inherent strength but they

e e

l:v not oblivious to the fact

that international political
winds will afiect ¢heir own for—
tunes, .

H India's recognlilon of the Indo-

.} nestan Republic 18 a mattler

course and - time, simbe such recogni.
4 ticn is already Implied in the rice
agreement entered intv between the
two governments, Will 1Indila be
ungrateful to a nation which came
te her rescue in her dire necd when
1] mare - powerful, well-established na-
tions with greater and unlimited ra.
| soturces took .up the attitude: “What
if a few Indian milliors- die?” Inw-
'] donesians |, value human life -of
[ 'whatever aolour or nationality as
«precloiis material for yhe progress
of humanity and are not content to’
pay lip sympathy to jdeals of Free-,
"dom and Equality for all human|
#bﬂngs. ket

4 . + v &

INDGNESIA'S IMPLICIT
" FAITH IN INDIA

Great Things Eipected Of Nehru

Government

(FREE PRESS 0

: EVENTY million Indonesians sre looking towards India with
v hopes and are watching closely Indian events, Their lead-
| ers realise that henceforth their survival and prosperity are close.

when s

4 that {4 offered her now, Of

l

Q'-Q'-'l‘s

SN, LI L e

F INDIA) |

JOGJACARTA (By Air Mail).

el i

a country from whom they

A —————- =
IS IT A COMPROMIRE?
LR L YOL YOO

L feste Wi prove: - e rful
ally and close friend to India It {he
latter would accept the leadersinp,
cours?.’.
In such a case, the path for
will not be smooth but paved wit
more Incessant and bitter struggles

How can Indla be reallv free If all
her neighbours and friendly kith
and kin-are still In hondage.
Subject peoples all over South
Eas; Asla are wonderving if the fors
mation of an Interim- Geverament

India |

against Imperialism and ColoninHsm }

fn India under British auspices 15 8
compromise with Imperialism or W
it the stop to & new phase whereln
India led by Pandit Nehtu would
carry on the struggle with increaspd
vigour together with the other
countries of Asia. It i3 incumben!
on India’s honour to do so, since it
was India’s slavery and India’s
weakness that enslaved these slster
nations.

2




| - IN RICE OFFER
8 (FREE'PRENS DF INDIA}
SINGAPORE, Sept. 7.
eurp 15 Tikely to  exnmme the ye-.
ported offer of Dr. Sjairte o divert
rice to India from Malaya.
Lovd Killearn s stilf far from

eontmence his role as-a  mediator:
ment and the Dutch Government,

Tweltome to cetrtdin high Dutch offi-
| clals but now the matter has  been
sot right by the invitation from m
Van Mook to mediate,

——

ke

KILLEARN TO MEDIATE]|

P

1t I$ understood tHat Lodrd Kil- i

3

well but nray go carly next week to
be‘ween the  Indonéstan  Govern. |

Hls last vigit to Batavia was not:

i




| Move  To Counter India’s |
Influence In S.-E. Asia |

s}

WHY THIS DIVERSION OF |
JAVA RICE TO MALAYA?

(FREE PRESS OF INDIA) - e
SINGAPORE, Sept. ¥.
Dr. Sjahrir has ' offered to
diveryg to Malaya, a part of the
rice: consignments intended for
India, provikled the Government ; ‘
of India agrees, The offer has :
cansed minor ripples in political
cireles here, PRI

Those who are makirg effortr
to. counter India’s growing influ-
ence in South Easg Asia, may
utilise the opportmiity to nullify

~ the existing  agreement between
the Government of India and the
Indonesian  Republic, '

It will be remembered what that
when the Free Press of India® cor-
respondent  reported Dr, Sjahrir's
offer of rice te India in April last,
the Food Member of the Govern.
ment of India suggested that the
report was not real, quoting’ Lord
Killearn’s authority, The same Lord
Killearn is now Freparml to nego—
‘tlate on behalf o Malaya for the!
same rice, although i; is now point- !
¢d out that he n wer characterised
the report of the rice offer as un.
real, It is still maintained that it
is  cconomieally unsound to send,
Burma rice all the way to the Ne-
therlands East 1Indies and to send
1 fava and Siam rice all the way 4
India.

put the truth is that the By )
have felt that they should avoid _ .
litical complications, They are also
astounded at the existence of such!
large stocks of rice in Java.

DO NOT LEAYE IT TO FOOD
OFFICIALS

Though India has a responsibi.
lity to render aid to Malaya where
a large number of her own nation-—
als are without enough rice vations,
political. observers here opine that
large political issues may be in=-
| volved in any move to let Malaya
share the rice earmarked for Indfa, {
and thag therefore Pandit Nehru's
Government should not leave the
matter in the hands of its Food
officials, It is suggested tha; the!
Government of India should depute t
an envoy with political sagamcity to
| discuss the matter~with Dr. ,%.mhﬂri
pefore. makiug, a {inal commitifTewt
Moreover in spite’ of the Indonesian s
people’s  enthusiasm for Dr. Sjahs
rir's latest offer to divert rice to‘

Malaya, they ave still awaiting the
long anticipated receipt of textiles
{ from India. The Indonesian pesple
| have riot forgotten the promise of
Mr. K. L. Punjabl that the. first,
¥ siip fPom Indla * would bring -tex-
. tiles for Indonesia s ]
-.M;""*" . i Py o TR 2 -
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EPiTe B-ajéu

w 5.!. Jm TALKS EXD S@!%ES&FMU?

; SINGATORE (By Air Mail).
DPiptomatic circles are  pessimistie
ahont the forthcoming galks between
the Indonesinn Republlie and the
! Duteh Commlssion General
Lord Killearn's presliency,
Though a new approach is being
made by the Hagt: Government o
resolve ,the deadiock, there is no-
t ing to indicate that there is a
ange of heart on their part or a
vevmibn of their poliey.

statement prior to the advent of the

Cabinet Mission to India, which Is.

o edsential 10 the success of any

negotiation, is still lo come.
RECOGNISE THE ROPUBLIC

,  ‘With the Dutch, the starting point

‘18 still Queen Withelmina's declara~

tion of December 1942, which is

lanathema to all sections of Indone.:

alan nationalists, except the feudal
, nobility within' the Duicn fold. In-
[donmians hope that they will start
with the recognition of ‘he Republic
in Java and Sumatra, subject to cer-
tain limitations, and a joiut propozal
to determine the wishes of the popua
lation of Outer Indonesia twhether
to remain with the Reépublic or not,
DUTCH HAVE TO GIVE IN

For a seattlement, the Dutch will
have to concede more than the Re-
public. They have to give up ex-
tensive political rights and their
economic rights will be eircuma
scribed by the political rights of the
Indonesians. On the other hand, the
Republic will have to modify its at-
titude towards the Dutch, as in their
peculiarly undeveloped industr.al
stage, Indonesia does need the assis-
tance of the Dutch to a limited ex-
ten.. ¢

Negotia!ions last time failed be-
sause the Dutch refused to recognise

natra as part of the Repubbie but
this time the Dutch are likely lo
coi_cerle on this issue subject to cer-®
tain limitationg. Hence, this may
teage to be the main bone of con
tention.

NO SUPREMACY FOR DUTCH

Indications are that the dispule
~ will shift to the sovereignty of the
Queen and the Netherlands Govern-
ment over the Republic will not b2
acceptable to the Indonesian masses,
although a few leaders may not at-
zach much_  importance to it If a
ransitory period is fixed at the end
of which the Republic could, if it
wished, secede from the Kingdom,

But in no circumstances are a

large majority of Indonesians likely
to actept the sovereignty of either
the Queen or the kingdom. Thelr
. . leaders shave hitherto taught them
~ that the sovereignty of the Re.
|, public rests with the people them=
: delves. Indomesian  leaders are
most reluctant to uctem collabo~
ration except oit an equal basis and |
proxided there §8 a time limit to
“road “such # ecollgioration;
‘A But, on the other hand, the Duteh
would like to strengthen the bonds|a
/" by having a strong centre to eom.
i pensate for thelr loss, in . granting
A spmplete antmozny'm thé aepubm

o e

&
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A generous’
gesture, similar to Premier Attlee’s

(FREE PRESS OF IN DIA)

. Indonegian leaders would’ reslst this,

under ;.

brt the Dutch might poilnt out  to
thera the example of the Viet Narff.
CIRCUMSTANCES FAVOURABLE

Jireumstances are
a setilement, There s no' denyihg

' With mosg of the
them, the Dutch find that they are
behind other European powers . in
lquidating their imperialism, More- |
 over, their indies (rade is at a stand-
still and. their currency. ontside the
sterling blod, while British
has made rapid strides to recovery.
INDONESIANS IN TIGHT

CORNER :

For the Indonesians, though they' [

:

1

have successfully “stood to” ‘in - a

state of deferice for a year, they|

find the straln {60 great to maintain j- -
Though they might |
fight unto the lasy man in ¢ ferce ;.

for @ long time.

of the Republic, they are aware they

are no match for the superfor arms |

and; Britls'i.trained the
Dutth. Dutch
in ernal economy ana & few Repub-
Mcans are even seeking  patrounage
-under the Dutch. This facy perturbs
the leaders who are anxioug o
avoid a set-back., More than ever,
political rivalries are on the intrease .
1o the delriment of the Republic.

GOOD SIGNS
But, there are a few good
too, The Duteh no longeér bheleve
that the Republic will crumple from
within as they imagined two montas
ago, perhaps based on Dr, Van

troops of

Mook’s reports, who, however, judd. import foodstuff=”’
ing from the emphatic way In wnich does not mean that

favourable to’

the fact that both the Dutch as well
as the Republicans are most anhxious |
for a settlement and a compromise, |
world = blaming |

‘trade }

and that It was their moral duty to
‘suecour aid to the millfong and save
themn from thHe ‘extramists’. 'ﬂwy
‘opposed Dr. Sjahrir’s rice offet
India, hut now they themselves !*ave
accepted the offer of the Republie
to feed hungry outer Indonesla;

In these clircumstances, both fav.
ourable and unfavourable negotig~

mentals have been elucidated by the
. Dutch and they have not revoked
their decision to bring in the “De.
cember Divigion,” Lord - Killearn
has not categorically stated the
present British policy in Indonesia,
apurt “from a declaration that this
Government are mosi anxlous W

‘| help in finding a solution,

FOOD SHORTAGES IN
MALAYA

British Policy The Cause

(FREE PRESS8 OW IYDIAY

blockade affects the™

}

gigns Should lift the present

SINGAPORE; (By Maily
Blaming the Government for the pro- -
gent .food muddle in the country, Mr.
Chang Ming Ching, representative in
Singapore of the Malayan Communist
Party, declared in an - interview to the.
Free Pross -of India, “The maln cauge
of the present food shortage in Malaya
‘and Singapore is the British Govern-
ment’s economic policy."
He suggested that the Government

vestrictions an

Hree trade \and sanction loans to farmets

for the fmmediate rdvival of agriculture.

People should also Ve given the oppor— °

tunity to cultivate any fallow landa.
“Local merchants must be allowed tu

he sald, *but this
thesc merchanty

he used to assert his belief, may be- | should hoard food. All food Imported

heve so stll
Secondly, the Dutch now  trusi
that any agreement entered into wilh

Into the country by these merchants.
should be sold under control with a
limited margin of profit”, According to
Mr. Chang, one of the reasons for the

Sjahrirs Government Vill have the shortage was that the Government had

backing of large  sections of the
Indonesian ‘people. Another sigal-
ficant fact is (he reglisalion both hy
the Britis™ and the Dutech, that Dr.
Boekarno ccnnot be eliminated now

|

not so far, sought the active to-optira-
tion of tke people on food control
Bodles. Meanwhile, till the regular flow
of food was aswurel, workers should be
pald substantial allowances to jueet the

could a wedge he driven successfully fmc"eased cost of. living,

between him end Dr. Sjahpicr wi'h
{he hope of ‘weakening the R-puoik:

Two events have led to thig change
of outlook. One is the “coup d'etai”
against ' Sfjahrir's Government, the
emergence of Dr, Soekarno as
only Colossus  siriding Indonesiau
politics and the return to power of
Dr, Sfahrir. The other eye.upuner .
has been provided by the obseérva-
tions of a Dutch progyessive
nalist, Van Goodheart, Labour Mem.

ber of Hague Parllament, Editor of |

“Het Parole” and a resistance leader
who fought in the underground war
against, the Germbons,

LIES EXPOSED 4

'The world was told that. the fiite-
rior ot Java was full of * fanaticsl
‘beasts and bloodthirsty ‘extremis's
bat néw high Dutéh officials are on

vigit to the Interior to study coi-

ditlons there at the ‘invitation of the
y Republic... 1t was  also sald that
J&Va Was’ ﬂh uxe vérge

‘A?-»«-o

the’

jour— |

t

i cc‘nmnﬂd on

l

{amme ! appointed to Government pouéy-makins

Jundargrount 7 movement

He pointed out that the policy of the
Malayan Comniunist Party was to assist
the QGovernment. in the rehablilitation of

tions are to be resumed. No Funda- -

Mala,sa and to .alleviate, as far s Pos— <

sible, the sufferings of the people. Mr.,
Chang discloserd that the: Communisc
Party had suggested a peoples’ inquiry
into the food problem, i

‘Tke party’s policy was also to help
Malaya to attain self-government with
the assistance of the British people, and
seek Maluya’s representation us a memw
bér of the United Nations Organisation,

~LABOUR UNDER ONE FLAG

’l‘hough a larger proportion of the
members of the Party are Chinese, a
considerable number of Indian workers
ure within Its fold.. Mr. Chang -added
that At wds an unique feature to notice
Tlabour -of all -hationalities under oné
union in Malaya, h

Asked' to comm nt on the #pcent ré-
_thg. Govepament  ta
thise wages ‘of T~ Mr. Chaag
pointed out that it was inadequate. Hg
; emphasised that since leaders of Labour.
unlons | were I’ Intimate “touch with |
‘lgbouring classes, they should also ~ be

commiittees -vdth regard to Iabour, pm-,
fem.

Mr. 0hang w‘u n former membar

the “Malayan People's a.nu-Japanm
Army”. and _was _ cqnnecied, with the
throughaut

0

Malaya during the Japanese’ ocenpauon,

it will aé'fmmbered. 1
AF) that " give, consldcrable spaser
.m-h g&gﬁlus. qmerwm-_
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