'ﬁ‘ It 18 with feelings of eincere joy end tharkfulness that
write you thia leiter two days alter celebratirg the first
amniversary of ouwr Republic. faturally we ere all vverjoyed to
fird thet, in spite of the hard knocks we tocok during the past
twelve montbe, we have not only survived but gone on from strengthe
4s you will be able e zsallss for yourself, we sho bear the
respennibility of pgovermgent faced some snxious mements in the
early doya of our exisieuse when the whole weight of two powerful
imperdslions was rrnged cgeinst us, But svén in our darkset moments
we teli instinetively that our friends would stzad Ly usy and
avsnte have juetified our conviction.

The will and detorminstion of our people ond the herole
maaney ir which they faced the severe tests of Surabvaysn, Bendung
and the other places wheyrs Indonesiar bloocd flowed in such wanten
profusior wndeubtedly played an important pert in safeguarding our
indspendences lsvertheless it 4is equally true thet we owe much to
cur fricnds and well-wichers the world over who s0 generously
chaupioned cur czuse and etrengthened our belief in the Justics
of our gstrugzle. Their exertions oo our bshalf, especially at the
. bur of public opision, hes made us their debtors for all time,

In thess oircumntdnces it wes only natural thal we here
shiould have turaed ocur gyes towsrde India - and in my opininr we
were entitled to do so - because your country and ycur people are
linked %o uwd by ties of bleod and ounliture which date back to the
very begimning of our history. The word "India" sust necessarily
slways be¢ part of our life for it forms the firat twe ayllahlas -
of ths newe we heve ehosen for our land and our race - it is the
*Izdo” in Irdosesie, This Jogyekarte from which I write 1s - like
Jeva, Sumetra ond most other pleee nemes - an Indisn wordj my wery
pame iteclf is ologuent testimony to the great sxtent to which we
bove fallen heir to the rich culture of your sucilent land., And,
at this very moment of writing, the 2iret ship to teke rice %o
Indias 48 being loaded at the pert of Trcbolingge, which is8 made up
of two words "Purba" meaninz.firel, end "Ealingga® - it was the
plece &t which the firet Iadians met Zoot on Indosesian soil, the

* Eelinggee who came kere in sgerch of the wheat from which Java
derives its name, It is mere colneidence that fate has conapirsd
te make history turn full oyele, or is it a happy esugury for a
resunption of the close relations which were severed when ocur
respective countries surrendered their birthrisht to alien rulers
and exploitera?

Politically, too, we have learnt much from you for your

nationel struggle for liberation has inspired and guided our own
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novement heve, Beeing that we have looked to you for so much,
it i3 sny surpries thet we should have turned to you this past
year when we fouzlht Witk our bock to the wall? Could anything be L
more natural than that? Unfortmabely the bulk of the Allied
socupation forcas hsre were Indien =nd 4t was {nevitable in the
nature of things that these Indiane eud Indonsaions should have
found themestlves renged egeinet cech other on the £ield of battle.
But that mude no difference to onr national relaitions becaouse we
underntood how 1Y hed come about, I sust digress hore %o relete
to you somethdng that hapyoned'during a tour I .made last yeavr, in
company with meny foreisn correspondents, when the balils of
Surabeya was at ita very hedght, After I had pddressed s mass rally
of 2 hundred thousand neopls, one Indian corr:sponient « ire. Eidwal -
asled if he could esay = few words, He addressed the gathering and
paid: "If India hed been & free country, Indian troops will still
b3 hers as they sre leve now, dbut with n differsnce ~ they would
be fighting for you and not egainst you". The ovation which
M, Kidwal receivedvanply proved how well my people understood
the true situation, Thers zpoke the true voice of India,

Yes, wo know how you felt a2bout all this, and we know
too how herd you have atriven to recgll {hese troope and to give
uz the bensfit of your meral support, These can never be forgotten.
That is why, when Er. P.8.Mend asked kr, Sutan Shohrir whether
Tadsnesls pould ESlp Ii7is WITH ¥Ios, WP GETe0C gITnouT MmNy

' hesitavien wnatsoover. Owr only regret 1s that we carnot lo noree.

Por the goods you sre givicg us in ezchaage we are deeply greteful.
gspecially for the textiles. The thres years of Japanese occupation
plus the present dlockads being maintained by ths Dutch have made
our clothing pesition ecute. This 2ls0 applies Lo many consumer
goods which cemnot b2 produced by wa,.

Your personal help in sll these matters, the kind words
of encouragenent you heve repentely sent ua and the way in which
you have made the world comsclous of the Indomesisn question are
metters for which we can rever gufficiently thank yous But
Indonesians can never forpet what you yoursclf or wvhat Indies has
done for us, Ingretitvde is net ocne of cur sins. Therefore, we
ashall alweys cherish the help end good will we have received from
you and, wher nll the present difficultiss have passed; we look
Lorward to friendship and frudtful co-operetlon with you, Neanwhile
plense mecept my bast wishes and sincere thanks, We hope it will
n0% be long before you can come here in perscn to see for yourself
just how deep is the effectiocn and respect we have for you and

for Indic. T11l '&.h’ﬂ' Nerdelal 7
Yours sincersly,
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