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Abstract 

The basic and precondition of anti-poverty is to identify the poor. The formal 

research about Chinese rural poverty mainly focused on “how to draw poverty line”. 

However, neglected a basic and prospective issue: “what are the dimensions which 

consist of poverty line?” This research project synthesizes three research methods, 

namely: document analysis, field research and quantitative analysis. We find out that, 

the constitution dimension of poverty line is exist objectively; it is constructable and can 

be transfered into the relevant policies as well. There are four optimal dimensions: living 

standard recognized by the society; the need of the poor population; national resources 

and strategies and international anti-poverty. There are six dimensions for the general 

constitution, plus economic development and price level. This is a new way to draw 

poverty line. 
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