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Abstract 
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), common for decades throughout the 

world, were little known in China as recently as a dozen years ago, but they have 

developed and expanded exponentially in recent years. The activities of such 

organizations have penetrated all aspects of the Chinese social life. They have 

played a positive role in alleviating social pressures, promoting the development of 

public services, training social workers, and have, to various effect, influenced 

government policies. At the same time, they have aroused attention and concern 

among government officials and scholars. 

NGOs in China today reflect the international trend towards the development 

of what is described as civil society. They are also the product of decades of social 

development in China. Yunnan has been called the cradle of NGOs in China. The 

development of NGOs in Yunnan as a microcosm represents the apex of NGO 

development in China at the macro level. The rapid development of NGOs in 

Yunnan is dependent on a close relationship with evolving political and social 

conditions in both the province and the nation as a whole. 

NGOs in China have a distinctive character of their own, and that is what 

makes this study timely and relevant to the fi eld of development studies as well as 

the evolving political development of China as a nation. NGOs can operate 

successfully in China only when they cooperate closely with, and obtain support 

from, the government. NGOs are still evolving in China, and their status is very 

much undecided and in flux. Despite the challenges ahead, this paper maintains that 

NGOs will continue to grow in China. But, in this process, NGOs will also confront 

many significant polical and administrative hurdles. 

NGOs will prove an important force in the building of a harmonious society in 

China. Their development reflects a new historical phase in the pr01notion of 

evolving systems of government in the PRC. China, however, remains a 

state-controlled society, which maintains very different political, legal, and social 

policies than much of the world. The key to the development and survival ofNGOs 

in China is how they can adapt the1nselves successfully to China's specific political 

and administrative environment. It is the nexus between government policy and 

NGO tactics that will decide the fate ofNGOs in China. 
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