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Abstract 

Modern Chinese nationalism is usually understood as resistance to imperialism and 
colonialism. But nationalism also has a largely domestic dimension that is more concerned 
with the construction of social and political systems. While this process may be related to 
external affairs it is not solely dictated by it. Morevoer, the nationalism of the colonized is 
inevitably conditioned by the complicated relationship between colonizer and the colonized. In 
China's case the picture was further complicated by the variety of colonial experiences and 
institutions to be found within its boundaries. These ranged from examples of institutionalised 
imperial colonialism through a range of forms of extra-territoriality to spheres of influence, all 
of which interacted with different parts of China in different ways. This thesis is a study of the 
German occupied colony of Qingdao ( 1897-1914) which explores the complexities of the 
relationship between nationalism and colonialism. Its aim is to highlight the impact of the 
colonial experience on the imagination of nation and the politics of national identity at the end 
of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of Republican China. 

Nationalism is not a single, uncomplicated force, but inevitably consists of diverse and 
conflicting narratives and discourses of nation. To understand this complexity, the thesis 
approaches the topic through an examination of various social groups, looking at their 
conceptualisation of the nation, and their nationalistic discourses. In paeticular it considers 
the actions of and interactions amongst the Chinese reformists, Qing officials, businessmen, 
intellectuals, revolutionists and former Qing officials, all of whom had experience of living and 
working in Qingdao under German occupation. Although German-occupied Qingdao was an 
imperial colony, it was nonetheless in constant interaction with its surrounding hinterland and 
the rest of China. Morevoer, it is clear that the development of the colony played a not 
insignificant role in the minds of key opinion formers outside the colony in the shaping of 
modern Chinese nationalism. 

The study argues that as a showcase for German civilisation and technology, Qingdao had a 
very positive impact on the formation of ideas of nationhood and nationalism in China. For the 
various social groups under examination here as opinion formers Qingdao stimulated their 
imagination of nation. The interaction between Germans and Chinese in Qingdao not only 
challenged the ways in which Chinese thought of themselves it also led the Chinese to 
reevaluate their understandings of China and its needs for a modern nationalism. The Chinese 
in Qingdao came to appreciate the need for a modern Chinese state and saw colonisation less 
as a 'crisis' and more as an opportunity to aspire to a different, and differently imagined 
'civilisation' not least through awe and admiration for the German occupying power. At the 
same time, this awe and admiration caused many officials and opnion formers to question the 
relationship between dynastic rule and a modern state, and led to wider questions of Chinese 
loyalty and social action. 
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