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ABSTRACT 
Relied primarily on the first hand materials and based mainly on the 

methodologies of case studies and participatory observation, this thesis is an in-dept 
analysis of interactions between the(Internet and the Chinese communist regime. It 
demonstrates the real picture of the ongoing information warfare between the Internet 
and the Chinese communist government. On the one hand, the Chinese communist 
party-state has extended its skillful control over the printing media to the Internet with 
increasingly sophisticated mechanisms such as manipulating, blocking, filtering, 
policing and ensuring self-censorship through a combination of rewards and harsh 
punishments. On the other hand, the introduction of the new communication 
technology in China has engendered the growth of a new social stratum of netizens 
who have managed with some success to circumvent the obstacles created by the 
party-state and access multiple sources of information. Due to profound differences in 
beliefs and values, the party-state finds itself in constant conflicts with a great 
proportion of netizens. As a consequence the Internet and the Chinese government 
have transformed each each other, making the former less open while n1aking the 
latter more open and flexible. 

More remarkable contribution of the thesis lies in its timely assessment on the 
in1pacts of "citizen reporters" and bloggers. It illuminates that whereas the Chinese 
communist party-state resorts to licensing and other 1nechanisms to keep official 
joun1alists in line, thousands of "citizen reporters" volunteer to open an alternative 
source of news for the Internet; and that whereas the party-state has brought BBS 
(bulletin board system), web forums, and chat roon1s under strict control, blogs has 
emerged as a new effective site for news, political debates and ideological 
exploration, 

This research shows that every step in the development of communication 
technology has helped to improve the power structure in favour of the people, 
empowering the Chinese netizens in the public sphere. Furthermore, in contrast with 
the political reality in China, democratic ideas and democratic practice have 
developed well in advance in the virtual networks or "virtual society", pounding at the 
despotic order. The overall conclusion drown from this research is that the Internet 
has played a key role in sustaining the endeavour of democratisation in China, 
contributed to the grovvth of democratic consciousness and networks, and 
demonstrated a great potential in facilitating China's transition to democracy. 
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