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Danish Design at the House (DDATH) was an exhibition curated and 
designed by Gerard Reinmuth and Karen Kjaergaard on the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the completion of the Sydney Opera House (SOH).  The exhibi-
tion was executed for the Danish Ministry of Culture and the Cultural Agency 
within that Ministry, Kulturstyrelsen.  The site for the exhibition was the 
difficult Western Foyer space in the base element of the SOH.

The Ministry has been working for some years on methods for exhibiting 
Danish commercial innovations in the context of, and as outcomes of Danish 
cultural pursuits more generally, particularly in the areas of design and craft. 
Reinmuth was selected and then paired with a Danish curator with expertise in 
crafts to develop a new exhibition typology that brought people into contact 
with Danish art and product innovation in a non-commercial way.  The first 
contribution of the work lies in the way this dilemma was addressed via a curato-
rial and design strategy that focused on the six windows by Utzon in the foyer 
and organised installations based on six themes and featuring six architects, six 
designers and 25 companies with innovative products.  The second contribution 
was in the design solution for a space that has been difficult for the SOH to use 
and was widely regarded as the first time the space has been successfully 
programmed and organised.

The project was a major new direction for the Danish Government and its 
success has subsequently led to the preparation of an International Policy for 
further exhibitions. The exhibition was widely regarded and featured in numer-
ous publications and also on television and other media.

Danish Design at the House, detail 
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Poster outside the Opera House
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1. Exhibition view

2. Exhibition view
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1. Exhibition view, detail
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Exhibition views
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Exhibition views
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Exhibition views
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Gerard Reinmuth speech with 
Denmark’s Crown Prince Frederik 
and his Australian wife, Crown 
Princess Mary



| 9

GERARD REINMUTH, 
KAREN KJAERGAARD
Danish Design at the House

 

Danish Design at the House catlogue 
with curatorial statement and index
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Catalogue content
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Supporting evidence

Exhibition review in Architecture 
Australia
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Supporting evidence

Exhibition review in Architecture 
Australia

Danish Design at the House, Archi-
tecture Australia
http://architectureau.com/articles/
danish-design-at-the-house/

http://architectureau.com/articles/danish-design-at-the-house/
http://architectureau.com/articles/danish-design-at-the-house/
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Supporting evidence

Sydney Morning Herald newspaper 
review

Danish Design at the House, Sydney 
Morning Herald
http://www.smh.com.au/entertain-
ment/art-and-design/danish-design-
comes-with-a-right-royal-seal-
20130923-2u91n.html

http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/danish-design-comes-with-a-right-royal-seal-20130923-2u91n.html
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/danish-design-comes-with-a-right-royal-seal-20130923-2u91n.html
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/danish-design-comes-with-a-right-royal-seal-20130923-2u91n.html
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/danish-design-comes-with-a-right-royal-seal-20130923-2u91n.html
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Supporting evidence

1. Exhibition review in The Guard-
ian

2. Announcement from the Danish 
Royal Court

3. English translation of the Danish 
announcement

The Royal Couple will participate as protectors of the celebration of the 40th anniversary of the 
Sydney Opera House and award the Royal Couple Pricing 2013.

The Royal Couple will visit Sydney, Australia, on the 25th to 28th of October as patrons of the 40th 
anniversary of the Sydney Opera House. On this occasion The Royal Couple will participate in 
celebrations and will at the same head the presentation of The Royal Couple Pricing 2013 ...

During the visit, The Royal Couple will take part in several events marking the Opera House’s 40th 
anniversary, including ... the openings of a Danish design exhibition and an international architec-
ture and design symposium.
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