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1913 Glorious Days! was a major exhibition held at the National Museum of 
Australia, Canberra, in 2013. It marked the 100-year anniversary of the devel-
opment of Canberra as the new capital, the establishment of the Australian navy, 
and the hopes and aspirations of Australians in a progressive society before the 
outbreak of the Great War. McNeil was invited to write for the accompanying 
catalogue, Glorious Days: Australia 1913. An intensive planning day for this task 
with seventeen historians was conducted at the Museum in mid 2012, chaired by 
Professor Stuart McIntyre and attended by prominent Australian historians 
including Humphrey McQueen. 

The invitation to McNeil was based on his expertise in the area of Austral-
ian material culture, architectural history and domestic life. His contribution 
emphasises that the domestic environment was not simply reflective of the politi-
cal economy; it actively shaped that sphere too. Weather, health and morality 
were connected to new ideas concerning the modern consumer and householder. 
The development immediately before the War of the first working and middle-
class garden suburbs with the model of low-density housing in detached or 
semi-detached ‘California’ style brick or wood bungalows suggested an ideal for 
family life that would transform the appearance of Australian towns and cities.  
The research therefore has implications for understanding the propensity for low 
density housing in contemporary Australia and matters of sustainability and 
urban planning today.
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