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This exhibition is located in the field of visual communication design with 
a specific focus on information visualisation. The availability of digitised data 
and access to visualisation tools has led to the proliferation of information 
visualisation. Yet, as UCLA Professor of Information Studies, Johanna Drucker 
(2012) argues, not all data is well served by the existing tools of visualisation 
borrowed from the sciences, which are embedded with “fundamental epistemo-
logical values” not appropriate to all humanistic inquiry. 

The curatorial premise of this exhibition is to challenge the conventions of 
data representation dominated by scientific posivitism. The exhibited work, by 
six leading international and local designers-artists (Stacey Green, Tim 
Knowles, Daniel Eatock, Christopher Baker, Sam Winston and Chris Gaul), is 
devoid of the graphs, charts, diagrams, and maps typically associated with this 
field.

Instead, data is rendered through analogue visual practices that reveal 
insights not afforded by algorithm-driven digital representations, calling “into 
question the claims of transparency, certainty, and objectivity embedded in the 
Cartesian language of the genre” (Hall 2011). By locating the work of these 
artists as information visualisation, Incidental Data offers a critique and reimag-
ining of existing data representation practices. 

This curated exhibition therefore contributes to the field of information 
design by offering alternate modes of representing information. It is a contribu-
tion to the growing argument about the limitations of current conventions of 
graphical expression and the necessity for design practitioners to engage in the 
area of visual knowledge production (Burdick et al. 2012, Drucker 2014, Hall 
2011, Jessop 2008).
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Incidental Data invitation
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Incidental Data catalogue sheet
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1. Incidental Data, exhibition listing, 
Sydney Design

2. Data Poetry, exhibition listing, 
Sydney Design

Weblinks: 
http://art.uts.edu.au/index.php/
incidental-data/

http://katesweetapple.com/Inciden-
tal-Data

http://www.sydneydesign.com.
au/2011/exhibitions/incidental-data

http://www.sydneydesign.com.
au/2011/talks/data-poetry
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