ZUTS

UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, SYDNEY

LAWRENCE WALLEN
Prague Quadrennial 2011
2011 | Prague National Gallery and St Anne’s Church

Prague
As Australian Commissioner for the Prague Quadrennial for Performance Project exhibited at 2011 Prague
Design and Space June 2011, I was invited to take complete responsibility for Quadrennial for Performance Design

and Space by Robert Beson

Australia’s contribution including the National, Student, Costume and Archi-
g
Photograph by N

tectural Sections.

Based on the curatorial briefing that I developed, my co-curators — Sam
Spurr (Student section) and David Burns (Costume and Architecture sections)
— implemented projects related to the National Section (curated by myself). All
projects investigated the relationships between theatre space and urban space,
arguing the city as a cluster of physical and mediated staged narrative spaces. In
the dialogue between urban space and the nodes of illusionary architecture
previously referred to as theatre, we explored the relationship between formal
frames of narrative cultural production and the driving economic and social
agendas shaping the city.

Through installation and models we developed propositions of the psychol-
ogies and strategies of the theatre as they are implemented in both current urban

development and propositions for the city of the future.

The works created new knowledge in the area of scenography, urban design
and spatial design by generating a set of propositions and methodologies for
future research of both Urban Space and Performance. The exhibition attracted
50,000 visitors, along with international press. The Architectural section was

also exhibited at the 2012 Gwangju Design Biennale.
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AUSTRALIE /
\USTRALIA

curator: Lawrence Wallen

ové narativy
= narativy" jsou instalac, ktera se skladé z popist prostoru
= dél australskych spisovatell a dramatikd.
Sr=dstavuje kuratorsky vybér utrzki, kieré popisuji krajinu
=0 Ustfedni rys australské literatury se zdsadnim vlivem
ivotopisy a narativy soucasnych australskych uméled,
= scenografl.
Siouma prostorové zakotven( na uréitém misté z hlediska jeho
“ufumni produkel bezprostfedniho publika a upozoriiuje na
= 2= regiondlnf intelektudini rozdily jsou zasadnim faktorem
=n=ho uméleckého diskursu.

== svij plvod v denikovych zéznamech Josepha Bankse
"0 dotanika na lodi, kierd «objevila» Austrélii. Jeho zapisky
oopisem jedinecné australské krajiny, do t& doby evropske
'=me, a staly se tak zdvaznym deskriptorem.
= dilo pracuje s nicotou Gidajné objektivniho autoritativniho
= prostorovou interpretacl a zpochybiuje zplsob, jakym
zickou prostorovou scénu a spoledensko-politické Viivy,
= 1o, jak si pamatujeme uréity prostar.

Mike Day — A Text Tag Cloud, th.: Bay 18, Garriageworks Sydney, 2010, ph.: Cara Maria Wallst

“E ZEMI A REGIONU / SECTION OF COUNTRIES AND REGIONS

“=matu / authors of theme: Lawrence Wallen, Marg Bowman

= —architekionicke feseni / designer — architect of exhibition: Andrius Ciplijauskas

=uthors: Thea Astley, Jack Hibberd, Murray Bail, Patrick White, Ernest Giles, Wenten Rubuntja, Molly
=y, Petronella Viaarzon-Morel, Rosie Nungurrayi, Alexis Wright, Kate Grenville, Richard Flanagan, Kim
G.H. Strehlow, Miles Frankin, Jo Dutton, Fabienne Bayet-Charlton, David Malouf

Spatial Narratives

“Spatial Narratives™ is an installation constructed of spatial descriptars
from the writings of Australian authors and playwrights.

The exhibition presents a curated selection of extracts that describe
landscape and spaces posited as being a central characteristic
of Australian literature and a critical influence on the spatial
autobiographies and narratives of contemporary Australian artists,
architects and scenographers.

It explores spatial location as an influence on the cultural production of
its immediate audience, and identifies regional intellectual differentiation
as a critical factor in a globalised art discourse.

The origins of the installation lie in the journal entries of Joseph Banks
(1743-1820), the botanist on the ship that “discovered” Australia
Being the first description of a unique Australian landscape and space
unknown to European culture, it has become a definitive descriptor.
Working inside the void of the seemingly objective authority of the text
and our spatial interpretation, the work guestions the way we define
physical stage space and the socio-political influences that affect our
memory of space.
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