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AUSTRALIA’S CREATIVE INDUSTRIES VALUED AT $32.8 BILLION 
 

A new report released today by the Australian Government’s Creative Industries 
Innovation Centre (CIIC) delivers much-needed insight into the economic value of 
Australia’s creative industries as a driver of innovation, employment and gross domestic 
product (GDP). 
 
The report, Valuing Australia’s Creative Industries, shows the creative industries made a 
direct contribution to GDP of $32.8 billion in 2011/12, more than the contribution made by 
many traditional industries. 
 
Over 600,000 people ‘create’ for a living in sectors such as: film; television and radio; 
advertising and marketing; design and visual arts; and architecture. This number is 
growing with about 123,000 businesses operating in the creative industries. 
 
Lisa Colley, CIIC Director, explained the importance of this report in providing a       
much-needed snapshot of the Australian creative economy and the fastest growing 
sectors within it. 
 
“This report provides a crucial measure of the growth of the creative workforce in 
Australia and its distribution across all sectors of the economy. It highlights the exciting 
opportunities these sectors and skills can offer Australian businesses, they really are 
becoming a key enabler to the broader economy,” Colley said. 
 
Overall, the creative sectors contribute, through direct and indirect contributions, around 
$90 billion to the national economy annually in turnover, adding over $45 billion in GDP, 
and helping generate annual exports of $3.2 billion.  

 
Minister for Industry, the Hon Ian Macfarlane MP welcomed the report, saying it provides 
a clear picture of the value of the creative industries to our economy. 
 
“The next step is to ensure we are drawing links across innovation to ensure we are 
getting the most out of these creative industries in terms of productivity and global 
competitiveness,” Minister Macfarlane said. 

 
The CIIC supports creative businesses by providing free business reviews and tailored 
advisory service funding. They have assisted over 1,500 creative enterprises since 2009 
as part of Enterprise Connect, the Australian Government program providing 
comprehensive advice and support to eligible Australian small and medium businesses. 
 
For further information, click here.  
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