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Abstract

The thesis investigated and analyzed the involvement and the role of 

grass-roots NGOs in AIDS prevention in Guangdong Province, China. Taking 

grass-roots NGO “AIDSCARE” as a case study, the thesis examined the 

social and policy backgrounds of AIDS prevention and care in Guangdong 

Province in an attempt to achieve a profound understanding of the 

disadvantages and advantages that grass-roots NGOs face in an unfavourable 

social, political and economic context. The thesis particularly looked into 

AIDSCARE’s operational model, funding sources, recruitment and 

management of human resources, and relationships with the wider public and 

the government. The findings, drawn mainly on documentary data and on-line 

sources, indicate that grass-roots NGOs in AIDS prevention and care face 

shortage of funds and human resources, and lack the support of government 

policies and understanding of the general public. These limitations have 

greatly restricted the development of grass-roots NGOs. As a result, 

government-dominated AIDS preventative activities and policies have not 

been efficient, and the needs of AIDS communities are largely unmet, while 

the benefits and efficiency that grass-roots NGOs can contribute to AIDS 

prevention and care have not been fully understood, supported and utilized. 

The thesis advises that grass-roots NGOs are an important force in AIDS 

prevention and care. A policy and regulatory environment should be created to 

facilitate the development these grass-roots NGOs.
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