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Abstract

This thesis discusses the influence of elements of Bakhtinian carnivalesque in selected
contemporary Australian children’s literature. Many of the Bakhtinian ideas are
centred on the work of Frangois Rabelais, particularly his five books collectively
entitled Gargantua and Pantagruel. Aspects of the complex field of Bakhtinian
carnivalesque that have been considered include: attitudes to authority, the grotesque
body and its working, the importance of feasting and the associated concepts of bodily
functioning, customs in relation to food, and ritual and specific language such as the
use of curses and oaths. The role of humour and the manifest forms this takes within
carnival are intrinsic and are discussed at some length. These central tenets are
explored in two ways: first, in relation to their connection and use within the narrative
structures of a selection of books short listed (and thus critically acclaimed) by the
Australian Children’s Book Council from the early 1980s to the early 2000s, and
second, by means of contrast, to the commercially popular but generally less critically
acclaimed works of other Australian writers such as Paul Jennings and Andy
Griffiths. The thesis concludes by considering the ways in which carnivalesque

freedom is encouraged through and by new media.



Aldridge J 1984
Carmody I 1987
Fatchen M 1981
Fowler T 1981

Gleitzman M 1991

Griffiths A 2005
Griffiths A 2003
Griffiths A 2001
Hartnett S 2001
Hartnett S 1997
Hartnett S 1995
Jennings P 1991
Jennings P 1990
Jennings P 1986
Kelleher V 1986
Kelleher V 1982
Klein R 1989
Klein R 1985
Lurie M 1985
O’Neill J 1989
Park R 1980
Phipson J 1981

Rubenstein G 1986

Scott B 1984
Sharp D 1986
Spence E 1982

Vaughan Carr R 1985
Wheatley N 1984
Wrightson P 1983
Wrightson P 1981

List of Australian Texts
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...... Obernewtyn

...... Closer to the stars
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