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ABSTRACT

This thesis explores the Houjie Model in the development of the exhibiton
industry in China, with a focus on the mutually benefitial interactions between the
government, professional association and enterprises. It 1dentifies the social
conditions for the development of the win-win pattern of ehxbition industry at Houjie;
evaluates the roles played by the local government, professional association and
enterprises in the process of creating and developing the exhibition industry at Houjie;
assesses the significance and impact of this emerging industry for the local economy
and implications for small towns elsewhere in China; and makes some proposals for
further improvement and sustainable development of Houjia as a model town of the
exhibition industry in China.

Based on thorough analysis, this thesis comes to the following conclusions:
firstly, government plays a leading role in creating the exhibition industry in the
context of a small town, as the government is indispensible in coordinating major
resources needed for the industry; secondly, government should timely adjust its
functions and withdraw from micro-operation of the market, shifting to macro-control,
and service provision, when the industry has been firmly established and approaching
maturity; thirdly, the initiatives of enterprises and the coordination role of the
professioan association should be brought into full play at the same time; and fourthly,
the mutually benefitial interaction is the key to quarantee the win-win outcome among
the government, professional association and enterprises, rendering coordinative

efforts of each party to manage their competing interests at different stages.

KEY WORDS
Houjie; Convention and Exhibition Economy; Interactive Win-win; “*Small

Town Holding Great Convention and Exhibition”
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