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ABSTRACT

Applying theoretical frameworks developed in economics, sociology, political economy 
and exhibition and convention management, and through a comprehensive case study on 
the Ningbo International Fashion Festival, this thesis is a systematic research on the 
development of the festival industry in Ningbo, China. It provides an in-depth analysis on 
the process how festivals have given impetus to marketisation, optimisation of industrial 
structure, opening to the outside world and development of regional economy in Ningbo. 
The thesis also design criteria to assess the achievements of the festival industry in Ningbo 
and explores the Ningbo Model in the development of festival economy in small and 
medium size cities in China, including the features such as the strategy to tap into the rich 
resources of local culture, the integration of comparative advantages, the coordination of 
festivals and trade promotion, and the balanced development of local industries.
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