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ABSTRACT

Written by XU Shen (ca.58-147) of the Eastern Han Dynasty, Shuowen Jiezi was the
first dictionary in China. This research focuses on Xu Hao’s Shuowen Jiezi Zhujian, a
book-length annotation of Shuowen Jiezi Zhu by Duan Yucai. Duan’s work is one of
the most important annotations of Shuowen Jiezi. Intended to make up the
shortcomings and elaborate further on the annotations by Duan, Xu Hao’s work has
been praised for its constructive criticisms and outstanding scholarship in the studies
of Shuowen Jiezi. Through substantial textual analysis and extensive reference to
various sources, the present research is designed to provide an in-depth examination
of Xu Hao’s work, with a focus on its contribution to Duan Yucai’s annotation of
Shuowen Jiezi. The research is carried out in the “xiao xue” tradition, which
designates a body of linguistic knowledge and methodology that has a long history
and is still taught and studied in Chinese academic community. In the present study,
emphasis has been placed the life and the background of the author, the structure and
content of the book, the innovations in philology and phonology, and its contribution
to the development of “xiao xue” in the Qing Era. The shortcomings of the work are

also critically assessed.
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