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Abstract

As the term suggests, teaching Chinese as a foreign language means to teach Chinese to foreigners,
as well as to the overseas Chinese whose first language is not Chinese. Teaching Chinese as a
foreign language is a comprehensive and multi-disciplinary academic program which has been
influenced and inspired by many other disciplines. As it develops, teaching Chinese as a foreign

language has been attracting more and more attention from the academic world.

This study focuses on teaching Chinese as a foreign language in Yunnan and provides an account
and analysis on the current situation and trends in that area. It is an attempt to identify the
advantages, characteristics and problems in teaching Chinese as a foreign language in Yunnan.

It is argued in this study that there are three advantages in teaching Chinese as a foreign language
in Yunnan, namely the geographical advantage (bordering with 5§ ASEAN countries), the cultural
advantage (rich and diversified cultures of ethnic groups) and policy advantage (strong supports
from the local governments). Owing to these advantages, teaching Chinese as a foreign language
in Yunnan has developed its own distinctive features, such as a great diversity in objectives among
international students, large proportion of international students form the ASEAN countries, and
the achievement of the “going out” strategy that provides programs in teaching Chinese as a
foreign language abroad. In addition, this study élso probes the major problems in teaching
Chinese as a foreign language in Yunnan, such as the outmoded academic administration system

and the limited resources.

Some concrete suggestions have been made in this study for the future development in teachipg
Chinese as a foreign language in Yunnan, such as restructuring the teaching and administrative
systems, enhancing the organizational ability of teaching and learning through further integration
of teaching resources, and revision of teaching materials in the direction of putting more emphasis
on the regional advantage of Yunnan in the areas of the strong bond with the ASEAN countries

and the cultural diversities of the ethnic groups.
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