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6. Australia and Beyond: Targeting Rio Tinto
James Goodman

Corporate globalism creates new imperatives for labour and other movements.
The strengthening of transnational sources of corporate power, hand in glove with
strengthened inter-state regulations to promote corporate interests, intensifies
rates of accumulation across all sectors. Corporations have exploited the relative
mobility ofcapital to put progressive governments and nationally organised labour
movements onto the defensive. The emergence of new 'exit options', as more than
one third of private capital goes transnational, greatly enhances corporate power
(ILO, 1997: UNCTAD, 1993). There is an intensified search for 'greenfield' sites of
accumulation, especially in the mining industry (Otto, 1998), threatening non­
commodified practices on the far peripheries of capitalist accumulation, and
undermining the very survival of peoples. Corporations have very successfully
exercised their structural power 'as a weapon in the domestic space of class
conflict': national class compromises in the 'global North' have been overwhelmed
by the new drive for <globaLcomp.e.titiveness~_pitJing_warkers~against-worlrers in
t~":glob"l market'for~cllpjJa1(JYlQran,"19~B;.§§; Gill and Law, 1989). At the same
time, increased rates of exploitation and a global diffusion of industrialism have
accelerated the rate of exhaustion of societies and environments, leading to crises
of reproduction.

Reflecting these pressures there has been a growing debate about the need for
labour movements to reground themselves as cross-national social movements
(ILO, 1997: 228: Moody, 1997: Munck, 2000: Waterman, 1998, 1999). The mobil~

ity gap that so disempowers labour movements can only be bridged by concerted
resistance across sites of domination. This means bridging very different logics of
struggle in the common cause of contesting global accumulation. Struggles against

..,exploitation, ofte~_~~d i~ labour~ll!2Y~Irg;!1ts,Ln~~,(t~2,!?~,t!!~~r~p~SL'ijitJ:t§~P:lg:
,gles agaiIiSfeXliaustion and also with struggles for surYi.yaLIhere.is..also-a~need_to_

s~~~ional ~.@ers, aq.d inJhisLespect,JabouFand>other,moYeJ)Je:Qt~qm

oecome consciously transnati0I2s!!,_.r;natcl~~l}g_t.h~.r;n()!?iH!Y",!1)4l~eachof the agents
ofc6rora~1015alism~~~~<"'~- ,", " """,', """"" ,'U " """""'-'--_·_-·"'-'~-",~•••4·

-"""""p~~ .. "g """"" "~,
There is an urgent need to move away from an industrial focus for the labour

movement, where labour is forced onto the defensive, caught in the constraints of
'historic compromises' that no longer deliver. The alternatives require the forma­
tion of new alliances for the labour movement in other social movement sectors,
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