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9. JANE GOES TO TIMOR

How Time, Space and Place Shape English Language Teaching in
International Development

This is a travel story - it is specif-ic, particular, and yet situated also in the flows of
people, media, languages, disciplines and ideas in a globalised world. It concerns
the travel of English language teachers from Australia to work in international aid
programs in East Timor; it tells of a teacher's mission, and how that mission was
translated into a spatial practice through experiences of embodied engagement in
the contact zone (Pratt, J 992). I start the story by outlining the way English
language teaching practices arc shaped within dominant narratives that privilege
time over space, and then take a closer look at how one teacher slipped the
temporal bonds to engage with an embodied sense of place.

Although the teacher's journey was neither linear nor without mishap and
confusion, inevitably the constraints of this present textual format may render it
rather too neatly. Despite its neat appearance, the story does not pretend to offer a
universalising solution, but rather seeks an insight into a singular experience that
resonates with some collected tales of experiential and pedagogical engagcmcnts in
the contact ZOne. I

TIME AND SPACE IN DEVELOPMENT AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACIIIN(;

The prevailing narrative of overseas aid for international development is one of
promoting forward progress towards modernisation, a temporal narrative inscribed
with a "simple teleology of the one and only story" (Massey, 1999, p. 281). The
story goes like this: through international development aid programs, wealthy
countries (like Australia) help poor countries (like East Timor) along the path of
economic growth, towards a goal embodied in the "classic image of the West"
(Gertzel, 1994, p. 2). The stimulation of market-oriented programs, so the story
goes, will propel economic development and bring greater happiness to poorer
nations, while fostering the trade and strategic foreign policy interests of donor
nations. This story of rational progress is underpinned by a temporal logic that
draws together many other disciplines and systems of knowlcdge and privileges
time-as-progress, and time-as-action, over the specificities of space and place.

The problem with this "potent mythology of progress" (Bhabha, 1990, p. 209)
lies in the unspoken narrative carried within. Along with a modernist ideal of
progress, the international development industry has inherited tile systematic
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