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PREFACE

All histories are provisional and historians generally accept that their raw materials and
conclusions are incomplete. Nevertheless, I should foreshadow several difficulties which I faced in
this study.

It is problematic for a white Australian like myself to write histories of Aborigines and
other indigenous people. I recognise that my life experiences and methodological predispositions
do not equip me to adequately reflect the perceptions of recently colonised people from non-
European cultures. I have acknowledged the methodological issues and attempted to incorporate a
range of contemporary Aboriginal views but realise that this imperfectly addresses a significant
historiographic problem.

Secondly, I am based in Sydney and was able to undertake only a brief research visit to
England. It is probable that significant manuscript material relating to the 1868 tour remains buried
in British archives and private collections. -

Because material representation of race is a central theme, appropriate contemporary
illustrations are a crucial aspect of the study. As they are an inextricable aspect of the history and
ideology of race, I have reproduced illustrations as close as possible to the relevant written text. At
the suggestion of Professor Ann Curthoys of the Australian National University, I have adopted
double-sided printing so numerous illustrations do not render the physical bulk of the thesis
unwieldy.

Finally, although the familiar terminologies of race, culture, evolution, anthropology and
colonialism - “civilised”; “savage”, “primitive”, “barbarous™, “native” etc. - are Eurocentric and
deeply problematic, their frequent use is unavoidable in a work which focuses on the racial
ideologies and practices of the mid-Victorian era. Although I have rejected the awkward practices
of repeatedly enclosing them in inverted commas, prefacing them with “so-called” or following
them with “[sic]”, I hope that the attitudes thrbughout this thesis convey a rejection of the

connotations implicit in colonialist terminology.

ix






TABLE OF CONTENTS

Certificate

Acknowledgements

Preface

List of Illustrations, Photographs, Maps and Tables
Abstract

INTRODUCTION

SECTION 1: POPULAR REPRESENTATION OF RACE
AND ABORIGINES IN MID-VICTORIAN BRITAIN
Chapter I: Colonialism, science and the visual dissemination of race
Chapter 2: Bringing living examples of race to Britain

Chapter 3: Aborigines and their representation in Britain
Chapter 4: Cricket, sport and race in mid-Victorian England

SECTION 2: MUSTERING THE TEAM AND

CONSTRUCTING AN ABORIGINAL SHOW

Chapter 5: From squatter dispossession to metropolitan
commodities: the Gurnett contract with the Aboriginal team

Chapter 6: Aboriginal performance and the material
representation of primitivism in Australia

Chapter 7: The Wimmera: pastoralists, Aborigines, land and
sport

Chapter 8: Hayman, Wills and the Aboriginal cricket and
athletics team

Chapter 9: Charles Lawrence constructs an Aboriginal show

SECTION 3: ABORIGINES ABROAD 1868: IMAGES OF

PRIMITIVISM AND TRANSFORMATION

Chapter 10: Primitivist images, advance publicity and travel to
England

xi

iii
ix
Xiii

xvii

37
55
71
91

117

125

143

155

175

197



Chapterl I: Sensations in the south: celebrity and tragedy, May
13-June 24

Chapter 12: The northern grind: June 26-September 12

Chapter 13: Blood from a stone: September 14-October 26

Chapter 14: British perceptions of Aboriginality and race

SECTION 4: THE SUBJECTIVITY OF INDIGENOUS
PERFORMERS IN MID-VICTORIAN BRITAIN: ISSUES,
CASE STUDIES AND THE 1868 TOUR

Chapter 15: Power, agency, mediated documentation, double-

consciousness and hidden transcripts

Chapter 16: Public and hidden transcripts of the 1868 tour

Chapter 17: Individual Aboriginal strategies and responses:
fragments and snapshots

Chapter 18: Unamurriman (Johnny Mullagh) and Jungunjinuke
(Dick-a-Dick)

SECTION 5: CONCLUSIONS: CONTINUITIES,

CONTRASTS AND COMMEMORATION 1868-2000

Chapter 19: From Victorian progress to the revaluation of
primitivism

APPENDICES

Appendix A: The Gurnett contract

Appendix B: British chronology and crowds

Appendix C: Hayman family letters to E.E. Bean

Appendix D: The colonial entrepreneurs after the tour
Appendix E: The death of Jungunjinuke/Dick-a-Dick/Paul
Appendix F: The death of Johnny Mullagh

Appendix G: The Parsi and Native sporting tours of Britain
Appendix H: The Meston and Cunningham Aboriginal shows

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Xii

209

229
243
251

279

305
329

345

381

401
409
413
415
417
419
421
427

431



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS, PHOTOGRAPHS, MAPS

AND TABLES.

1. FIGURES: ILLUSTRATIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

NO. DESCRIPTION . CHAPTER PAGE
1 Aboriginal team, Hayman and Lawrence, October 1867 Introduction 1
2 The Indian Mutiny in British eyes: Massacre at Delhi 1858 1 40
3 British colonial observation: benign lord of humankind 1868 1 45
4 Harem 1867 1 47
5 An encounter with Redskins 1868 1 48
6 Indians on the rampage 1868 1 49
7 Maori: Equipped for fighting 1864 1 50
8 Death of Lieutenant Perceval 1864 1 50
9 Aboriginal natives attacking out-station 1865 1 51
10 Justice in Abyssinia 1868 1 53
11 Andaman Island children with guardian 1867 1 54
12 Catlin’s Ojibwa presented to Queen Victoria 1843 2 55
13 Ojibwa meet French and Belgian royalty c.1844 2 57
14 Ojibwa performance for Queen Victoria c.1844 2 58
15 Advertising poster: Boshiesmen children 1845 2 67
16 Warrulan, an Aboriginal boy presented to Queen 1846 3 75
17 Aboriginal boy from Warialda in England 1855 3 75
18 Aboriginal courtship (originally 1819) 3 81
19 Aborigines roasting an emu 1867 3 84
20 Victorian Aborigines walking to city 1856 3 84
21 Keri Keri, Native of Central Australia 1862 3 85

xiii



22 The Bee-hunters 1863 3 86
23 Co0-00-00-e¢ 1863 3 86
24 Busts of Aboriginal heads, Paris Exhibition 1867 3 88
25 “Bless you my children” 1869 4 92
26 Aunt Sally at race meeting 1868 4 93
27 London Scottish Athletic Sports 1867 4 93
28 Athletic Sports at Agricultural Hall 1868 4 94
29 Volunteer Athletic Sports, Alexandra Park 1868 4 94
30 Cricket at Lord’s 1868 4 96
31 Ball-play of the Choctaw 1834-35 4 100
32 Royalty watching Ojibwa rowing r;ce, St. Cloud c.1844 4 102
33 Deerfoot: the photograph 1862 4 106
34 Deerfoot: the illustration 1862 4 106
35 Deerfoot and the American Deer 1861 4 107
36 Deerfoot and four white pedestrians 4 107
37 Lacrosse at Beaufort House 1867 4 110
38 Lacrosse at Hurlingham 1876 4 113
39 Hurlingham 1883: the past of lacrosse leaves the stage 4 114
40 Gurnett contract of indenture 1867 5 117
4] Thomas Pavey 5 119
42 Bungaree costumed for performance 6 128
43 - The caution of performance beyond the frontiers 6 132
44 The Tribe of Hairless Men 1869 6 134
45 Maori Warriors in Australia 1862 6 135
46 “Kuree Dance” for Duke of Edinburgh 1867 6 139
47 Bringing cricket civilisation to the Australian bush c.1861 7 152
48 Tom Wills and the Aboriginal team 1866 8 159
49 Aborigines fielding, MCG 1866 8 171
50 Dick-a-Dick leading hurdles race, MCG 1866 8 171

Xiv




51 Cartoon: a fast young man 1867 9 181
52 Cartoon (2 frames): Blackfellows at home 1868 9 182
53 English premiere: Sham fight with spears 1868 10 196
54 Aboriginal cricketers, Lawrence & Shepherd, Bootle 1868 10 197
55 Aboriginal team with Wills and Hayman 1866 10 200
56 Premiere poster: Australian and European sports 1868 11 216
57 Advertisement using Aboriginal names 1868 11 218
58 Lewisham Cricket Ground ¢.1868 11 220
59 The “Upper Ten” at Lord’s 1863-64 11 223
60 King Cole 1867 11 226
61 Aboriginal displays in Norwich, July 1868 12 234
62 Poster: “Farewell” appearance 24-26 Septeniber 1868 13 245
63 Advertisement, another “Farewell” appearance October 1868 13 246
64 Passenger list, Dunbar Castle returning Sydney 4 Feb. 1869 13 249
65 Cartoon: Aboriginal and Jewish otherness 1868 14 259
66 Cartoon: Aborigines as generic darkies c.1868 14 259
67 William South Norton 14 272
68 Maori Chiefs and William Jenkins in England 1863-64 15 292
69 Kamariera Te Hautakiri Wharepapa, 1863-64 15 296
70 Reihana Taukawau, 1863-64 15 296
71 Bullenchanach: Bullocky 1867 17 333
72 Bripmuarriman: King Cole 1867 17 334
73 Lingurgarrah: Harry Rose 1867 17 334
74 Lytejerbillijun: Jim Crow 1867 17 336
75 Brippoki: Charley Dumas 1868 17 337
76 Grongarrong: Mosquito 1867 17 338
77 Arrahmunyarrimun: Peter 1867 17 339
78 Brunbunyah: Red Cap 1867 17 339
79 Balkinjarrunin: Sundown 1867 17 340

Xv




80 Bonnibarngeet: Tiger 1867 17 340
81 Jarrawuk: Twopenny 1867 17 342
82 Yellana: Johnny Cuzens 1867 17 343
83 Johnny Cuzens as professional cricketer 1870 17 344
84 Unamurriman: Johnny Mullagh 1867 18 345
85 Johnny Mullagh dressed for cricket 18 355
86 Johnny Mullagh dressed for respectability 18 355
87 Jungunjinuke: Dick-a-Dick 1867 18 356
88 Trial 1814 18 358
89 Native warrior defending himself from three spears 1865 18 359
90 The lost children found by Aboriginal trackers 1864 18 364
91 Aboriginal trackers with Duff rescue party 1864 18 365
92 Tommy McRae: Civilisation 1860s 18 366
93 Savage cricketers, 1898 19 382
94 Parsi Cricket team, 1886 Appendix G 421
95 Cartoon: Maori Rugby player travelling to Wales 1888 Appendix G 424
96 Native Rugby team performing haka 1888 Appendix G 424
97 Aborigines ambush innocent squatters Appendix H 427
98 European poster for Wild Aborigines Appendix H 429
2. MAPS AND TABLES
Map 1 | Western Victoria 7 143
Map 2 | Squatters’ runs, the Wimmera 1847 7 144
Map 3 | Aboriginal boundaries, Western Victoria 7 146
Map 4 | Western & Central Victorian Aboriginal languages 7 147
Table 1 | Tegetmeier’s measurements of Aboriginal bodies 14 275
Table 2 | Performance specialties, appearances, cricket averages 17 331
Table3 | Chronology & crowd estimates of Aboriginal tour 1868 Appendix B 409-12

xvi




ABSTRACT

Enshrined by cricket history, the 1868 Aboriginal cricket tour of England has become
popularly established as a uniquely benign public transaction in the history of contact between
Aborigines, pastoralist settlers and British colonialism. Embraced by two Australian Prime
Ministers and celebrated by a commemorative Aboriginal tour, film documentaries, museum
displays, poetry, creative fiction, sporting histories, special edition prints and a national advertising
campaign for the centenary of Australian federation, the zeal for commemoration has overwhelmed
critical enquiry. Incorporating some critical interpretations of the tour which are current in
Aboriginal discourse, this re-examination subjects the tour to approaches commonly applied to
other aspects of Aboriginal history and relations between colonialism and indigenous peoples.

Although it is misleadingly understood simply as a cricket tour, the primitivist displays of
Aboriginal weaponry during the 1868 Aboriginal tour of Britain were more appealing to spectators
than their cricketing displays. Viewed solely within the prism of sport or against policies \eadinﬂ
extermination, dispersal and segregation of Aborigines, there is little basis for comparative analysis
of the tour. But when it is considered in the context of displays of race and commodified exhibitions
of primitive peoples and cultures, particularly those taken from peripheries to the centre of empire, it
is no longer unique or inexplicable either as a form of cultural display, a set of inter-racial relations, or
a complex of indigenous problems and opportunities.

This study re-examines the tour as a part of European racial ideology and established
practices of bringing exotic races to Britain for sporting, scientific and popular forms of display. It
considers the options and actions of the Aboriginal performers in the light of power relations between
colonial settlers and dispossessed indigenous peoples. Their lives are examined as a specific form of
indentured labour subjected to time discipline, racial expectations of white audiences and managerial
control by enterpreneuurs seeking to profit from the novelty of Aborigines in Britain.

Comparative studies of Maori and Native American performers taken to Britain in the mid-
Victorian era flesh out sparse documentation of the Aboriginal experience in an alien environment.
Elements of James Scott’s methodology of hidden and public transcripts are utilised to identify the
sources of concealed tensions and discontents. A detailed study of the two best known 1868 tourists,
Dick-a-Dick and Johnny Mullagh, considers two strategies by which Aborigines confronted by a
situation of acute disadvantage used their developed performance skills and knowledge of European
racial preconceptions in partially successful attempts to satisfy their emotional and material needs and
further Aboriginal goals. Finally, the disjunctions between commemoration and critical history are
resolved by suggesting that the 1868 tour and its performers deserve to be commemorated as pioneers
in the practice of recontextualisng and popularising Aboriginal culture in the western metropolis.
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