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From "YouTubers' to war
reporters: Citizen journalism
and the Ukraine war

>

Join the 1A newsletter for
regular updates on our
latest news stories.

By Chris Hall | 26 March 2023, 8:00am | # 28 comments | &=

T

i

Russian President Vladimir Putin (image by The Russian Presidential Press and

Information Office via Flickr)

Citizen journalism on the Ukraine invasion via YouTube
is filling a much-needed gap to inform young people,
reports Chris Hall.

THE WAR IN Ukraine has been widely reported in media and endlessly
discussed on social media.
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The large amount of attention the war has received is not surprising, as
Ukraine is the biggest country in Europe (excluding Russia) and Russia
is nuclear armed and had what many thought was the second most
powerful army in the world. Battlegrounds of this conflict are not only in
physical spaces.

Online, fake news has spread and an information war is being waged.

With all that is happening, news media organisations should be a natural
place to go for timely, reliable, fact-based reporting on the war. However,
around the world, interest in traditional news content is in decline. In
Australia, over two-thirds of people actively avoid news to some
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Uenys vavyaov, AITUr Keni and 1ne Kussian Uude, nave amasseda large
followings on YouTube from their almost daily reports of the Russia-
Ukraine war. Their reports do not have the same feel as mainstream
broadcast news. They produce platform journalism which combines
"YouTuber" norms with journalism ideals, such as reporting verifiable
facts to inform the public.

Russia may defeat Ukraine — but at
incalculable human cost

It is 187 days since Russia invaded Ukraine,
ostensibly to "liberate" the eastern Donbas

regions. Alan Austin assesses the cost of lives
—so far.

They fit the concept of citizen journalists as their reports are focused on
a specific issue, they are not trained journalists, and their role is
temporary, assuming the war has an end.

Once the war is finally over, it is likely that these "YouTubers" will return
to their pre-war activities. Denys will return to his life as a commercial
pilot and pilot "YouTuber". The Russian Dude will go back to producing
videos on economic issues. And Artur will go back to producing videos
on a diverse range of military topics.
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In the meantime, the focus of these "YouTubers" is on war reporting. In knuckledusters.
their reports, they update viewers on the latest developments on the PLEASE DONATE NOW!
frontline, major events behind the lines, as well as broader political and
economic issues that impact the war. The sources they use include
statements from Ukrainian and Russian officials, reports from
government and open-source analysts, as well as geo-located images
and footage uploaded by Russian and Ukrainian combatants, which is
often shared on Telegram or TikTok. THE PLOT T

ESIREY, ..,

On occasions where sources are inconclusive, or lacking in verification,
they make it clear. And these creators issue corrections when they make
mistakes.
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turned upside down by the conflict. The Russian Dude provides a
Russian perspective that includes his reaction to being called up to the
Russian army. And Artur often shares insights into the attitudes of
Estonians and why they support Ukraine.

These "YouTubers" have been impacted by the war and their cultural
experience is extremely hard to get as an outsider. This leads to
interesting insights.
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The main consideration should be whether bias or objectivity negatively
impacts reporting. The three "YouTubers" mentioned above don’t try and
hide their support for Ukraine from their audience. They do not attempt
to report on the war as emotionless, ideal observers.

Putin claims Ukraine is not a country,
— history begs to differ

Vladimir Putin's misguided views of Ukraine's

independence are inaccurate, as history reveals.

Arguably, their explicit openness about their bias builds real trust with
their audience and this can be observed in the comment sections of
their videos. This pro-Ukrainian bias mainly appears in such things as



framing Russian military success as bad and Ukrainian success as
good. They also occasionally mobilise their audiences to raise funds for
Ukrainian charitable causes.

Despite their biases they don't shy away from critiquing the Ukrainian
leadership at times and every now and then, they speculate on future
military actions and next stages of the war. Though this does not mean
viewing Ukrainian efforts through rose-tinted glasses. This kind of
commentary is also not unlike what is produced from more mainstream
journalists where speculation on how the war will end is common and
claims are made about which side is winning.
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seen action at the front. The platformed nature of their productions, and
their business model, means that they have a lot of editorial control.
This means that governments may find them hard to control.

This is not the same for traditional media outlets such as the Kyiv
Independent which must deal with a new media law that allows media
outlets to be blocked without a court order.

It will be interesting to see if citizen journalist "YouTubers" such as Artur,
Denys and The Russian Dude expand and develop their journalistic
tendencies. These three "YouTubers" alone have audiences that rival
mainstream news organisations, so they are hard to ignore.

While mainstream news media may be unpopular for large sections of
society, people still want to be informed. For many people, citizen
journalists on YouTube are a trusted source.

Update from Ukraine | It is time to run away for Wagner army | Ruzzia

Chris Hall is conducting PhD research at the Centre for Media
Transition, Faculty of Law, at UTS. Follow Chris on
Twitter @Sydney_Dialect.




Related Articles

o Ukraine-Russia war: Too many unanswered (or unanswerable)

questions

e China's peace plan shot down by Western propaganda machine

e The case for diplomacy in Ukraine

¢ War in Ukraine: Gearing_up for end of winter fighting

e Putin claims Ukraine is not a country — history begs to differ

@ ®@@ This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0
EY Ne_ND

Australia License

Support Independent Australia

Subscribe to 14 and investigate Australia today.

Share Article

From '"YouTubers' to war

reporters: Citizen journalism
and the Ukraine war

Citizen journalism on the Ukraine
invasion via YouTube is filling a much-
needed ...

Friendlyjordies leading the
way, for new public interest
journalism

As distrust in the mainstream media
grows, independent journalists such
as Frien ...

> view all 2 articles by Chris Hall

Sponsored

ALSO ON INDEPENDENT AUSTRALIA



Sponsored

Australia’s most success' 25 May: Heritage Round.

the world’s best competit take on Collingwood Mag
NSW Swifts- 2023 tickets on sale NSW Swifts- 2023 tickets on sale
sponsored by: NSW Swifts sponsored by: NSW Swifts

Independent Australia Comment Policy

Support Independent Australia

Subscribe to 14 and investigate Australia today.

Close Donate
Upvote Funny Love Surprised Angry Sad

28 Comments ©® Loginv
Sponsored

NSW Swifts vs Sunshine ( Australia’s most success

Lightning. Sun 7 April. Tic the world’s best competit

NSW Swifts- 2023 tickets on sale NSW Swifts- 2023 tickets on sale

sponsored by: NSW Swifts sponsored by: NSW Swifts

Home / Business / From 'YouTubers'to war reporters: Citizen journ...

Independent Australia



Independent Australia is a progressive journal focusing on politics, democracy, the
environment, Australian history and Australian identity. It contains news and
opinion from Australia and around the world. [ Learn more |
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